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Trudc khi chia tay, 6ng Patrick dan:

- H6m nay ngay nghi, sém nhat 13 trua mai, t6i mdi
c6 tin cho cdc dng. Nhé gilt nguyén tat ca nhitng gi c6
tai hién trudng. PGS 1a viéc rit quan trong.

Sau khi dua 6ng Patrick vé, Ban ciing néi ¢6 viéc
phdi di, chiéu anh s& vé& ludn nha va phdi ddi tin cda
ong Patrick.

Budi chiéu, Sang ditng ngdi khéng yén. Trong luc
Binh dua me Sang di chg TAu d€ cu gidi tri sau nhiéu
lo nghi vi nhitng chuyén xdy ra trong nha cd tuan qua,
Sang budn budn mé miy ngin sdch cda cha cii d€ lai.
Ti€u thuyét thi rat nhiéu. Bio Time, Newsweek,
National Geography diy may ngin, nhung déu cii t6i
vai ndm. Piéu nay ching t& nha di bd khdéng may
nam trude khi gia dinh chang t6i 8. Bong, Sang thay
mdt xap bdo San Francisco Examiner, t3 bdo 16n nhat
tai dia phuong nay. Trén mot sO, ngay trang nhat,
hinh d6i v¢ chong ngudi M§, in van db 16n, di 1a bdo
ngay, nhung ngudi xem vain nhén ra thi€u phu 13 mot
giai nhan. T bdo cling ¢6 nhitng chi ti€t lam Sang rat
quan tdm. Pau tién 13 cdi tua cla bai bio “Ngudi
thi€u phu mat tich, cudi ciing di tim thdy xdc dudi
chin cau Golden Gate”, sau d6 12 trén ve 40 trdi cda
hai ngudi déu c6 cai mdt bdng hoa, nhin k§ nhin ra
dugc d6 1a mét bong cAm chudng miu tring! S& bio
dé ngay 12 thing 6 nim 197.. Nhitng chi ti&t d6 khién
Sang cdm thdy nhu thi€u phu nay cé lién quan té6i
chuyén cla minh. Sang v6i doc qua bai viét, khi€n
chang cang hoang mang vi ...sau tén cia nang, Sandy
Patman 1a cdi dia chi clia ngudi thi€u phu chinh 1a
cin nha chang dang §. Ngudi chdong, 6ng Henry
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Patman d3a dugc mdi t8i nhin dién..nhung vi xdc
ngim nudc qué lau, thit rita gan hét, chi cin cif vao
quin 4o, va mdt vai diém dic biét d€ xdc dinh ma
thoi. Pay chi 12 mot tin s6t déo, nén chua day da,
phai xem bai tudng thuit chi ti€t hon ndi s6 bdo t6i.
Sang luc xap bdo, tat cd chi c6 mot s6 hom d6. Sang
nghi ngay tdi thu vién, ¢ thé tim dugc nhitng bai tir
dau tdi cudi cau chuyén.

Sang mang s6 bdo ra nha khdch, phdn cho Ban,
nhung chudng reo, khdng ¢6 ai nhdc mdy, Ban khong
¢6 & nha.

“Bao gid né vé day?” Sang néng 1ong, tu hdi sau
ti€ng thd dai.

Sang di lai trong phong, thinh thodng t&i gan cifa
sau family room, nhin ra vudn...Ngudi chld nha hién &
d4u? Cé con cai khdong? Tai sao khong & diy nita.
Nhitng ciu hdi d6 18n vén trong dau Sang..Nhung,
nghi k§ ra, néu gip ho, ciu tr3 13i c6 thé sé& 1a ngudi
thi€u phu di dugc chdn cat...hd sd mat tich da dudc
déng lai, va vi khdng mudn s6ng noi gdi lai hinh dnh
cla ngudi than yéu di khut, nén gia dinh ho don ra
& mot noi khdc...vy thdi. Nhitng chi tiét d6, du cé
dugc...cling vd ich. Hon nita, minh 12 ké la, lai khoéng
phdi ngudi My...ha c6 gi ma hon ma cla nang phai
hién ra véi minh. Trong tat cd, chi ¢6 mdt lién hé
mong manh 13 bdng hoa cim chudng...nhung bi&t dau
dé cling chi 1a mot sy tinh c3?

C3 budi chiéu, Sang ci bin khoan vé&i nhitng ¥
nghi d6. C6 khi né lam cho 10ng chang sdi1 1€n, nhung
cling ¢6 lic né tan di, khi€n 1d0ng chang lai trd nén
ngudi lanh. Vi th€, Sang ciing khong goi lai cho Ban
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nifa. Ct d€ gip mit, dua cho anh ta doc...may ra Ban
méi tim thdy thém diém nao la nita khong. Cho dén
khi Binh vd me chang vé, by banh cudn, gid ch in
thay com t61, 10ng Sang cling di bSt bon chdn vi hinh
ngudi thi€u phu va bai bdo trén San Francisco
Examiner.

Budi t6i, Ban vin chua vé. Tén nay...d6c than, gia
dinh khong ai 8 diy...nén hdn c6 nhiéu mdi tinh...lang
bang...tr thanh phd nay t6i thanh phd khdc...nén sy
ving mit clia anh ta mot vai dém & nha ciing khong
c6 gi ngac nhién. ’

Ngay thit hai, truéc khi di lam, Ban goi cho Sang.
Giong anh nhiéu xiic dong:

- Sang 2, diing 12 mau. Ong Patrick s& viét bdo cdo
d€ cdnh sat md hd so diéu tra.

Sang ciing chia xé nhitng diéu chiang mdi biét vé
ngudi thi€u phu chd nhin clda cin nha nay qua bai
bdo San Francisco Examiner, chang ciing nhan manh
vé bdng cAm chudng cii trén 40 clia nang.

Ban thin trong gép ¥:

- Cling t6t chi. Nhung minh hiy dgi quyét dinh bén
canh sdt vi t6i nghi, chuyén nay, cinh sdt ho ciling
bi€t dé dang. Tuy nhién, minh chua hi€u tudng quan
gitfa hai su viéc dé nhu thé nao. Ong cit di lam nhu
moi ngay, khong liu, canh sdt s& lién lac v4i minh.
T6i c6 d€ hai s6 dién thoai, clia tdi va dng vi hai dida
lam viéc khéc gid gidc, ho goi lic ndo, véi ai, lic d6
minh sé& tinh sau. Téi cling cho ho s& dién thoai nha
clia t6i d€ ho thy nghi. OK?

Sang mién cudng:

- OK.
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Binh & lai nha véi me vi cidu chuyén di xa hon 12
mdt chuyén binh thudng, tuy chua cé gi de doa dén
tinh mang, nhung mang tinh cdch ma qudi nén hai anh
em khong muén dé ba cu & nha mot minh. Binh ti
tiém McDonald vé t6i nha lic nim gid, ba me con in
com chi€u véi nhau, 4m clng nhu xuwa. Binh ciing hét
gidn Sang, nén nd yén ldng khi chang khuyén né don
vé nha.

C6 Binh & nha, Sang cling yén tim lic di lam.

Trong dém, Sang nhin dugc dién thoai cia Ban
cho bi€t ngady hdm sau, 6ng Patrick sé& lién lac vdi
chang d€ Sang gip gidi canh s4t c6 thim quyén md
cudc diéu tra. V& ngudi thi€u phu, cdnh sit di biét rd
vu mat tich ngay trudc, chuyén ctia minh ¢6 thé sé& c6
nhitng lién hé..ma nhs do, gidi quyét dudc ludn
nhitng gi con lai cda vu mat tich ngay trudc.

Ba gid rudi sdng, Sang vé dé€n nha, thiy trong
phong khach con thip dén. Sang 1én nha trén..dé
xem ¢6 thém dbéa cAm chuéng mdi nita khong, thi
thdy Binh dang nim ngi trén gh€ sa 16ng, va trong
binh cim hoa, khong c6 gi hét. Sang khong dudc vira
y...vi ding lic chaing mudn...sy la ti€p tuc xdy ra dé
cdnh st thdy sy khdn truong cda van dé, nhung
chang quén khong din Binh. Binh gidt minh thic
gidc, dui mit:

- Anh vé 2. Em nim day canh binh bdng xem né ¢6
ddm té1 khong. Cho t6i hai gis hon...khéng ¢6 gi cd.

Sang nghi cling chdng thé trich em, chang bd qua
noi:

- Thé1 dugc. Nhung minh canh nhu vdy dudgc bao
14u? Mai cdnh sat téi néi chuyén vSi minh.
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Binh ngdi 1&n, néi:

- The thi 6t qué rdi. Em mudn ngd ludn & day...hét
dém nay.

- Ciing dugc.

Sang tham khen thing em can dim.

Thudng ngay, Sang thifc gidc vao khodng mudi hai
gid trva. Nhung hom nay c¢6 y chd dién thoai cida
cdnh sdt, nén chang thao thic mii. Lic chudéng dién
thoai reo, ddnh thic chang day, déng hé mdi chi
mudi gid hon.

Tu bén kia dau diy:

- Ong Sang, day lIa Patrick. Ching 6i s& dé&n thim
ong vao lic mudi mot gid trua nay.

Sang nhédm ngudi diy sau khi cdm on va gidc may.
Chang khdng néi gi thém vi bat tién khi gidi thich dai
dong cau chuyén trén dién thoai.

Sang xudng nha dudi, me chang va Binh dang lam
bita sdng. Thay chang, ba hdi:

- Anh Ban goi diy a?

- Khong a, canh sit. Ho s€ t8i day lic mudi mot
gio.

- Viy hai anh em 4n di mdt chiit, réi dgi ho.

C6 ti€ng dién thoai reo. Sang nhic mdy nghe. Bén
kia, ti€ng Ban:

- Mudi mdt gid tui né t8i phdi khéng? Tbi s& vé dé
v4i dng.

Sang rat vui:

- Vay dén dn sdng v6i tui nay di.

Ban lirng khing:

- Cling dugc. ,

Mudi phit sau, Ban dé€n ndi.
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Trong khi chd d6 4n, Sang dua cho Ban doc s bdo
¢6 hinh ngudi thi€u phu. Ban li€c qua rit nhanh, rdi
noi:

- S3 di hdm nay tdi nghi viéc, d€n diy gip bon
canh sdt v4i dng vi cdu chuyén clia minh chic cé lién
quan téi mot vu 4n, ma nguyén nhin chinh la viéc
mat tich clia cdi ba Sandy d6. Ong Patrick ciing
khong biét gi nhiéu hon minh.. khi t6i néi v6i éng ta
vé bai bdo nay.

B&n ngudi dn voi bita sang. Vira don dep xong thi
xe canh sat di dau trudc clia.

Sang md clra, 6ng Patrick vao vdi mdt cdnh sét
vién da den va mdt ngudi mic du phuc xdm. Sau khi
bdt tay, phan ngdi chd khach ngdi xuéng sa-16ng, 6ng

- Patrick gi61 thi€u ngudi mic thudng phuc tén David

Deopik, mdt “detective” va ngudi cdnh sdt thd hai,
ong trung si Leo Washington. Sau dé, 6ng gidi thiéu
Sang va Ban.

Sau khi nghe Sang trinh bay lai moi chi tiét cda sy
viéc tir dau cho dén sdng nay, v nhan manh Jan diu
tién sau mdt tuin 1€ x4y ra vu nay, khong cé bdng
cam chudng thit bdy vi Binh nim gic gin nhu sudt
dém ngay gh€ sa-16ng nay. Chang ciing dua cho cdnh
sdt t0 bdo chang tim dugc trong ngin tqd.

Ong thim tf lang nghe, ghi chép vao hd so trdi
trén mdt ban. Sang va Ban hdi ngac nhién vi David
ghi c& nhitng chuyén ma ngudi khdc cé thé cho la
hoang dudng, va ¢ chi thich cin thin.

Sau khi udng trd va trao d6i thém mdt vai ciu héi
phu, David méi dit but xuéng ban, rdi chim rai néi:
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- Ong Sang nghi diing, ciu chuyén clia 6ng tudng
nhu ching c6 lién quan gi t6i ngudi nit chi nhin cla
nha ndy mat tich miy nim trudc day, nhung, thuc né
c6 lién hé nén ching t6i méi md lai hd so, nhip vao
véi cude diu tra chuyén vira xdy ra tai diy mot tuan
qua. Ma dau md&i ndi lién hai vu vdi nhau chinh 1a
nhitng giot nudc dd ma ong Patrick mang vé thi
nghi€ém dugc x4c nhin thyc sy 1a mau.

Sang nghe néi, bdng cdm thdy 4y ndy..vi ciu
chuyén sg di qud xa khi€n c6 thé lién luy tdi nha
minh, nén hdi ngay:

- Thua éng diéu tra vién, thé, chiing t6i c6 bi lién
luy gi trong vu nay khéng?

Ong David 1ic ddu:

- Khoéng dau, éng dirng lo. C6 thé nhd cic 6ng
ma cdnh sdt tim ra dudc su thuc.

Ong ta 14t nhanh may trang hd sd d€ trén ban, néi:

- Trudc hét, tdi cho 6ng biét...cAu chuyén...ngay
trude. Khdi dau 1a vu 6ng Henry Patman bdo su mat
tich cda ba v¢g Sandy Patman. Ba nay di 1am, va sau
dé, khong thdy rd vé nha nita. Cudc diéu tra dugc
ti€n hanh sau hai muoi bdn gid luit dinh, k€ tir lic du
dodn ba ta bi mat tich. Ong chdng khai sau khi tan s,
di d6n ¢b con gdi tai trudng Golden Gate, vé dén nha
lic bdy gid t6i, khong thiy vd & nha, vi thudng ba ta
tan s3 ldc nim gid, n€u c6 ket xe thi cling ¢6 miit tai
nha vao khodng nim rudi chiéu. Sudt dém dé, dng
Patman va c6 con ldi xe vong vong tim ba ta, titr sd
lam cho t&i nha ba con ban be. Sdng hém sau, Ong ta
bdo véi cdnh sat.

Ong Leo tiép 18i David:
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- Ngay d6, t6i 12 ngudi md hd so diéu tra. Chiing
t0i cling da téi day xem xét, md cudc thim do tai s§
l1am cda c3 hai ngudi...dudc bi€t vg chong nay di lam
va ra vé diing gig. Ong Patman c6 ¢6 con va vai dia
ban néi di thidy 6ng ding dgi trudc cla trudng vao
ldc sdu gid mudi lam, tdc mudi 1am phut sau khi tan
s8. Cudc diéu tra cd thang ciling chua tim ra 4nh sing,
céc hinh clia ba nay dugc phd biét trén TV, ddn khip
ndi. Cudi ciing, c6 mdt xdc phu nif tdp vao chin ciu
Golden Gate. Ong di doc bai bdo nay tit biét, éng
Patman dudc mdi tdi nhian dién. Ong Patman chi cé
th€ cin cif vao 40 quan lic ba vg mic di lam, nhin
nhin xdc do6 1a vg clia dng ta. Nhung cudi cuing, cudc
diéu tra mot thang sau d6 cho biét 1a xdc ngudi dan
ba d6 khong phdi 1a Sandy Patman...vi mdt bénh vién
fim ra miu mdu cGa ba nay khi t8i phd thai vao ba
nim trudc d6. H6 so md lai..vd ¢6 nghi van vi vu
nhin bira xdc clia ngudi khiac cho qua vu dn. Nhung
khi ¢6 dn 1énh goi 6ng nay ra dé€ thAm van lai thi hai
cha con 6ng nay di ban nha, trén di ddu mat.

Sang va Ban ngdi nghe nhu mdt chuyén ciné, ciing
chua hi€u hét ¥ clia cdnh s4t. Cho dén lic, ngudi diéu
tra vién nhin hai ngudi, rdi néi mdt ciu lam ca hai
gidt minh:

- C6 mot diéu chua gidi thich duge, nhung la
nguyén nhan d&€ ching t6i chip hai hd sd vao mét...1a
miu mdu dng Patrick dua cho ching t6i. Nhung vi
viéc thit DNA phdi mit nhiéu ngay, nén chua biét d6
12 mdu cida ai, c6 thé 1a clia ba Sandy Patman khong.

M4 héi Sang hoi rin ra trén tran, chang Ap ting:

- Nghia 12 sa0? Cdc dng nghi ba 4y mdi bi gi€t §
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nha nay?

David nhin Sang thuong hai, lic dau:

- Ong binh finh. Ching 61 dau c¢6 néi nhu
thé...nhung...cho t6i xem qua hién trudng.

Trong luc vién trung si cdnh sdt quan sdt nhitng
bdng cdm chuéng & sa-1ong, Sang, Ban, David va
Patrick ra family room. Partick va David ngdi xm
bén canh nhitng v&€t mdu...ma hai ba giot di dudc ong
Patrick 1dy vé thir nghiém. Ong nay chi cho vién
thim t nhitng ndi minh da 1dy miu mau. Clra sau
dugc md ra, David xem chdt khéa, nhin nhitng giot
mau da kho den trén sin xi ming, nhin xa ra theo tay
Sang chi vé phi géc vudn ¢6 cum cim chudng.

David khdéng ra vudn nhu ¥ Sang mudn. Ong ta
quay trd vao phong khdch, néi véi Leo:

- Trung i goi vé s3...bdo dua Tomy tdi day.

Trung si Leo ra xe cdnh sdt ddu ngoai cta trude goi
vé s3 canh sit.

Sang lo 1ing, hdi David

- Ong da tim ra dugc gi cu thé chua?

David lic dau:

- Chua...nhung t6i tin la khdng 1iu...Minh dgi mdt
chut nifa.

Sang biét 1a dng ta mudn dgi mot ngudi nao dé, cé
thé 1a mot chuyén vién. Xem may show trong TV,
Sang dodn...bi€t diu ngudi dé chd 13 mot bac si vé
schychology hay..mét mu medium (ddng c6t), dé
khdm phd ra béng ma ma ho nghi 14 cla ba Sandy.

Ong Leo trd vao phong khdch. Sang 18y thém nudc
ngot dai khdach. Ching mudi 1dm phdt sau, cé tiéng
xe nging trude clra nha. Moi ngudi ditng nhdm diy.
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Sang di sau, nhung hy vong ngudi sdp t6i cé thé gitp
chang g8 nhitng ric rdi & day. Nhung chdt c6 tiéng
ché stia vang...rdi cd ddm nim sdu ngudi vao ci trong
nha, nhung lai di sau mot con ché 18n, 16ng niu dam.
Lic nay, Ban kh€ n61 v4i Sang:

-0, 16i hiéu rdi.

Sang khong trd 151, theo moi ngudi tdi family room.
0] day, con ché tén Tomy dang ddnh hgi nhitng giot
mau. Ti€ng thd cla né rat 16n. N6 rén 1én u ... kéo
theo ngudi cdnh sdt cAm gidy xich ra ngoai clra sau,
hit ha, réi chay vut ra vudn cd, vira di, vira dinh
hoi..cho t81 gbc vudn, noi ¢é cum cAm chudng. Con
Tomy ngli rdt 1du cum hoa nay, 1dy mili vach titng
cubng hoa, tim ra cd v€t mau dinh trén mdt chiéc l4.
Sau cung, né ri lén, ding mdm va hai chin trudc
o, bdi tung cum hoa va viing di't chung quanh, thinh
thodng lai ngitng mdt chit, sia vang may tiéng.

David ra hi€u, nguoi gitt xich k€o con Tomy ra,
khi€n bon chan né ghi trén mit dat, mdm gim g, rai
xui ra tring nhu bot xa bong.

Hai ngudi cdnh sdt di theo ti€n 1én, moi ngudi lui
lai sau. Lic nady, Sang mdi thdy ho di chuin bi c3
xéng xiic dit. Hai ngudi cung nhau x&i mau dit &
cum hoa, 16n bing t& bdo trdi rong. David lai gin,
cham chd xem viéc khai quat.

Cudi clung, dudi hd sau chirng hai phit mot tdi ric
¢ 16n bing ni-1dng mau den hién ra. Hai ngudi cinh
sdt nging tay, quay lai dgi 1€nh cia Davit.

Ban tAm nhe vao vai Sang:

- X4c¢ nguoi. .

Chung quanh nhiéu ti€ng "O 11"
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CS Sang khé, nudt nude bot khong trdi, khan khan
héi:

- Cla ai? Sandy a?

- Té1 nghi vay.

Sang quay lai nhin ngudi vita néi, 6ng David. Ong
nay néi tiép:

- Minh tam ngung & diy...T6i phdi lam vai thd tuc
phdp ly, trudc khi dua cdi gi & dudi d6 1én.

Mot ngudi cdnh sat & lai canh bén hé dit. Moi
ngudi theo 6ng David vao nha.

Cudi cing, tii rac dugc dua 1én. Cinh sit md ra.
Mot xdc ngudi chét da rita hét, nhung quan do con lai
cho bi&t d6 1a m6t ngudsi dan ong!

Moi ngudi déu b 1én ngac nhién. David hai lic
dau, doi may nhiu lai.

Hom sau, cau chuyén xay ra tai nha Sang dudc cdc
bdo chi dia phuong dua 1&n trang nhit v6i nhitng bai
tudng thult rat ly ky. Sau khi thit nghiém, ngudi ta
khdam phd xdc d6 chinh 1a dng Henry Patman! Thé ra,
ba Sandy...cé thé chua chét, va l1a ngudi duy nha't biét
dugc ciu chuyén xdy ra nhu th€ nao. Cudc tim ki€m
ba Sandy dudc phat dong, va ba nay bi coi 1a mét
nghi can, ¢ trat tda tim ni vé tdi st nhin!

Nhitng chuyén trén ching lién quan gi t3i gia dinh
Sang. Thoi gian sau d6, tuy khong con chuyén gi ky
di xdy ra tai cin nha nay nita, nhung ban ngay, Sang
mat ngd vi cdc phéng vién bdo chi rinh rdp, phéng
van, khuya v€, vio phong khach, sang phong family
room, nhin ra géc vudn chip ching béng 61, khong
phdi chang s¢g ma, nhung chuyén qua vin am 4nh

152

v, coctlicenltiac. com

Pém Nguyét Ram

chang khong théi, khi€n Sang cdm thiy cudc séng
khdéng chit thodi mdi. Va ciling tir d6, trén gdc, me
Sang khong tit den khi di ngi.

Vi th€, khdong qua mdt thang, Sang d3 phai don t8i
mdt cin nha thué trén dudng Traravel, gin bii bién
San Francisco, d€ c6 thé quén di nhitng chuyén da
qua.
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