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Pém Nguyét Rim

Tan Pém Tuyét Do

Bio kéo man clra nhin ra ngodi. M&i nim gid
chiéu ma trdi da t6i. May cot dén dién vang vot bén
hong khach san chi di soi m& nhitng dun tuyét tring
xanh clia khu parking réng rii, véi may hang xe diu
dai dai, nhung ving vé nhu nhitng nAim md hoang.
Cin phong khach san quanh qué, lic nao cling quanh
qué nhu ddi sdng doc than clGa chang ti bao nam qua,
chua mot 1an ddm c6 ban 3 chung khdc phdi. Nhitng
khi dugc sd phai di 1am viéc xa, nhu 1dn & thanh phd
Saint Louis niy, may ngay lim viéc 12 may dém cb
don trong cin phong trdng ving. Lic mdi di cling ¢6
thém mot ngudi dong nghiép nita, nhung anh ta xong
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Ho Linh

viéc hom qua, di vdi ph3i bic cidu sang 1am viéc &
moét thanh phd khic, dé lai mét minh B3o t6i cudi
tuan. Con t6i hai ngay nifa..mdi thodt khdi cdi khi
hiau khic nghiét cla viing tuy&t ngdp dau, khiac hin
vdi mién Cali 6n hoda clia anh.

-Bdo trd lai giudng, nim xodi, mot tay lam gdi, mot
tay dit trén nguc, gilta chi€c giudng rong rdi, khin
trdi giudng tring tinh, phing phiu.. Bdng Bdo nhd t6i
mot ngudi quen, mft vi gido su ci, thdi trung hoc,
cling cu ngu tai thanh phd nay. D3 1au 1im, mot ngudi
ban cho anh biét, kém theo s6 dién thoai cla 6ng ta.
H6i mdi di cu tr "Bic vo Nam", nim 54, Bdo hoc dé
uf trudng HS Ngoc Can thi 6ng Hoang, mét sinh vién
nim thit ba trudng Khoa Hoc Saigon day toian. Ong
khong 18n hon hoc trd bao nhi€éu nén coi hoc trd nhu
1 em, chinh bon Bdo ciing tiing dugc ong khuyén
khich goi dng bing anh. Sau nay, khi B3o 5t nghiép
Pai Hoc Su Pham, nhiéu khi day chung v6i 6ng trong
mdt vai 16p, hai bén d6i x& véi nhau vira nhu déng
nghiép, vira nhu anh em trong mot mdi than tinh dic
biét. Thai d6, trong cdc ban hitu dén dai 6ng 1y mot
c6 hoc trd rat xinh dep...vd kém 6ng cid chuc tudi.
Pung ra, 6ng khéng phdi la ngudi dep trai, nhung vdéi
cdi bing ci nhdn todn, mdt cAp bing rit hiém &
Saigon thdi d6, cudi dugc cd vg tré, dep, ciing khong
phai 1a sy la. Nghi dén 6ng Hoang, Bdo chdm day,
13y s6 dién thoai cii k§ trong vi ra, trd lai dudi ciy
dén ngd, md ra do tim s6 clia 6ng. Nét biit chi 1au
ngdy di md, nhung van con doc dugc. Anh bAm sO
chin d€ ndi dudng diy ra ngoii, rdi cin thin quay
tirng 8. Cudi cing ¢6 chudng reo. Nhung chi dugc ba
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hdi, ti€ng cd "operator” 1éo nhéo "We're sorry. You
have reached the number that has been disconnected, -
no longer in service..."..Bdo s¢ minh bam sai, nén
clp ngang, ¢d ging can thin ting s& mdt 1an nifa,
'operator' vin cho bi€t s& di ngung hoat dong. Bao
budng dién thoai, ndm lai trén giudng, thd dai ngao
ngdn. Khong goi thi thdi, da goi ma khong lién lac
dudc, thay buc bdi lam sao. Lam viéc sudt tdm gid
trudc man dnh computer, mdi mét thuc sy, nhit 1a doi
mit. Bdo nim yén nghi ngoi mot chit d€ con xudng
cafeteria in com t8i. Cdi khdch san nay c6é vai mén
in dudc, may hom nay dn hoai ciing chdn, gid ma cé
cdi buffet com T4u nio gan diy thi t6t bi€t may. Thoi
mot tuin 1& ciing chi con vai hom nita 12 thodt ng,
rdng lén.

Ti€ng gié hd, ti€ng tuy€t v6 manh vao cda kinh
khi€n Bdo thdc gidc. Bén ngoai, trdi dang d6 tuyét.
Anh ngdi nhdm diy, chdp nhanh chiéc dong hé deo
tay d€ trén diau ban ngl: di hon chin gid dém
roi..Mudi gid nha idn déng clra, Bdo vdi mic nhanh
quin 4o, nhung di dép, rdi phong ngd. Ngoai hanh
lang ving vé. Khdch san & thanh phé nao, vao mla
doéng ciing vdng khdch, hudng chi Saint Louis khong
phai 13 mot thanh phd ndi ti€ng, ngodi cdi vong
ARCH bén séng Mississipi ra ciing ching c6 céi gi
hap din. Mla nay, n€u mudn di du lich thi ngudi ta
t6i Miami & Florida, San Francisco hay Los Angeles
& Caili cht ai d&€n noi tuyét d6 dém ngay nhu day.
B3o loet quet d6i dép, thu thi di vé phia thang mdy &
cudi hanh lang. Anh bAm nut "down", mii tén dd chi
xudng bat sdng, ngudc mit nhin 1&€n. Ti€ng dong ¥
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Am t trén vong xudng. Nhitng con s6 nim ngang
trén bau clra thang mdy 1in luot bt sdng, tit thay ddi
nhau, gidm din va ngung lai & s6 lau ba la noi Bdo
ding. Hai canh cda md. Trong d6 di c6 sin mdt
ngudi. Khi hai cdnh cfa khép lai, dudi dnh sing md
40 bén trong thang mdy, ngudi dan ba A dong, nhung
an mic 161 tdy phuong kha lich sy, chi€c 40 dAm mau
dim, ¢8 cao. Bdo git diu chao ngudi dong hanh
trong thang mdy, nang cling chao lai, nhung v6i mot
nu cudi tuoi, 4nh mit ling 1€ nhin Bio.

Yén ling. Bido dé mit dim dim vao miy con s&
bat tit trong thang mdy cho dén khi né ngung lai. Clra
md, Bdo nhudng 161 cho nang ra trudc, rdi méi cham
chdm theo ndi gét. Hai ngudi cung di vé phia
cafeteria. Nhin ngudi dan ba di chi cich dim budc
phia trudc, mdt ddng di hét sic nhe nhang nhu bay
bdng trén mit tham, khong gdy mdt ti€ng dong nhd
khi€n Bio nghi tdi may c6 gdi Nhat Ban thodn thodt
v4i nhitng chi€c dép hai quai kep gitta hai ngén chan

cdi va k€& tiép. C6 thé nang cling 12 mot ¢d gdi Phu,

Tang. Nhung cdi ki€u téc kia...Bdo nghi ¢6 thé nang
12 ngudi Hoa hay Viét thi ding hon. Mic, Tau, Nhat
hay Viét ciing th& th6i.Diy hanh lang véi miu thdm
d3 dén 16a mat. Tuy nhién, ban dém, dudi dnh dén
mdJ, mat khong bi hoa, dé chiu hon, nhung lai giy
mot &n tugng ky bi, giong nhu khi thi'y may diy hanh
lang trong cic bd phim ma qudi ki€u "The Tales

From The Crypt" thudng chiéu trén TV. Ngudi dan ba.

81 truSc cafeteria thi hoi ngiing lai, ngé nhanh lai
phia B3o, rdi budc vao trong. Nhu ¢6 gi dinh dudi
dép, mdt mi€ng chewing gum ching. Bio ngdi xdm
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xudng, thdo dép, 1at lén xem. Khdng cé gi...Thuc
ngac nhién. Chin kia cling bi dinh xudng thim,
khong chit, nhung nhic 1&n, cdm thdy vudng vat, khé
chiu. Bdo nhin ky trén thim, du6i dép minh khdng c6
d&u v&t ba keo cao su, nhung md md 16t gidy dan ba,
16t d6 khong gidng gidy udt budc rén thdm...ma dnh
lén nhu cé V&t tich clia chat lan tinh trong t5i. Néu
nhin k§, ¢6 thé thdy nhitng ddu gidy nay theo tdi tin
ctta phong in. Bo Iic dau, thuc khong biét d& gidy
nang lam bing thi da gi ma la vdy. "Got sen lang
ding khi gan khi xa", Bdo bdng nhd mot ciu trong
Kiéu...td budc chan cia Pam Tién lic hién ra véi
Thiy Kiéu. Chang bat cudi dic y khi minh so sdnh
hai ngudi dep v6i nhau. Dau chan nay...dé chang
theo nang thi...nhat. C6 1& nha sdn xudt gidy tao nén
c4i "mot" mdi nay danh riéng cho cdc ngudi dep. Vi
ho cang dep, cang mong mudn c6 nhiéu ngudi theo
minh, d€ thda man tu di, d&€ hanh dién vé&i cdc giai
nhin khédc. Bao khong nhiéu ban gdi, nén rat kém vé
th&i trang clia phdi nit. Biét vdy, anh di tréch sang
mot bén, tranh nhitng dd'u gidy cla nang.

Cafeteria gid nay thuc ving vé. Vai ong khich
ngdi udng ca phé hay bia ma tuyét nhién khong thiy
ngudi dan ba diu. Bdo khong quan tdm, vi ¢6 thé
ngudi ta vao restroom ching. Anh tim mot chi€c ban
khudt, trong ciing, nhung c¢é cta s§ nhin ra ngoai.
Pang ¢6 mua tuyét, trdi di't ring x6a mot mau. Gié
16n nén tuy&t vat vao clra kinh gay ti€ng dong manh.
Nhitng 4m thanh d6 lic ndy da danh thiic Bdo day.
Ngudi waitboy, quan tay den, 40 di-1€ d3 thim lai 1y
"order". Bdo goi mot mi€ng "medium steak”, mdt cd
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khoai tdy nuéng, salad va nudc cam vit.

ngoai.

Canh tuyét roi thuc budn. Pic biét bau trdi rd nén
mJ 40, sing xanh nhu ¢6 tring sudng. Thanh phd nay
¢6 nhiéu khu phd cii, dudng di chit hep, véi nhiing
cin nha nén cao, gach d3, khdng hd do, thudce loai
cdc thanh phé ¢6 clia Hoa Ky thsi méi 1ap qudc, t
nhu thinh phd Syracuse 3 New York, Spokane cia
Washington, Tucsan mii bén Arizona. Méi chdp t0i,
duong x4 da vdng hoe. Cang khu dowtown cang
viang. T khdach san Howard nay tdi trung tdm thanh
phd, ndi ¢c6 mdt sin football 16n va cdi ARC bén bd
song Mississipi cling khong xa qud vai ba miles. Th&
ma miy hém nay, bin ron qua dé€n ndi Bdo chua c6
thi gid qua d6 xem.

Bdng c¢6 dnh dén xe tr ngoai di vao bai dau xe,

dén pha quét qua khung ctta s8 khi€n Bdo 16a mit,
nén anh phai vdi quay vao trong.

La nhi!

Ngudi dan ba di ding d6, bén canh ban Bio ngoi.

B3o hdi nheo mit ngudc 1én. Nang dang ling 1&
nhin anh mim cudi..nu cudi hién hda, nhu lic dau
mdi gdp.

Tiéng néi ém nhu gié thodng:

- "Anh ngudi Viét...phdi khong a?" Tay vén lon t6¢
hoi vuong trudc mit véi cdi chdp mit nhanh "Tbi
nhin 13 bi€tlién a...".

Bdo ngac nhién khong nhitng do sy xudt hién dot
ngdt cia ngudi dep...ma con & sy nhin xét bén nhay
clia nang, khda hon anh mét buc:
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- "Vang," Bdo vdi ding 1én "Ba thuc ¢6 mit nhin
xét rat tinh t€..." Anh ti€n ra khdi chd ngdi "Tai noi
xa la nay ma gip dudc dong huong thi thuc 1a mirng".
Anh dua tay kéo nhe chi€c gh€ doi dién véi ghé
minh, ti€p: "N&u khong c¢6 gi bat tién, mdi ba cling
ngdi chung ban cho vui, thua, t6i tén Bdo, Nguyén
Manh Bdo".

Nang dit chi€c vi ddm bing nita cudn sdch, khong
quai, den béng, 1én ban, rdi khong khach sdo, ngbi
xudng ngay:

- "C4m on anh," Tay phdi nang vd nhe lén thdi
duong: "Hang ABC Production gdi anh sang Saint
Louis phai khéng?".

- "Da ding!" Bdo viua trd 131, vita md3 tron mit
ngac nhién nhin nang: "Sao ba biét tai vay?"

Niang cudi thanh ti€ng nhd, nhung trong vat:

- "Cé gi khé dau...vi t6i cling duge hing minh gl
sang...nhung chf sau anh may ngay thoi. Anh néi tén
1 t6i phai bidt chd," Nang khé thd dai: "Nhung tiéc
ring...td1 phdi & lai sau anh ba hdm" Nhin ra ngoai
trdi, nang than thd: "Tuy&t, mdt minh & cdi thanh khé
nay budn thit rudt". Mit nang wrd nén u 4m, xa
ving...rdi nang khé 1ic dau.

A ra thé. Bdo mim cudi vui vé

- "Ba vé sau tdi ba ngay.. Mission gi vay? Nhung
chiing minh ciing con 3 diy vdi nhau téi hai ngay
nira.”

Suy nghi mét liic, chang git g, dinh bao dé nghi:

- "Né&u ba thich, t6i s& dua ba di thim mot vai
thing cdnh 3 day"

Anh ngudc 1én li€c xéo nang.
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Ngudi dan ba nhin Bdo dim dim, nhu ching quan
tam tdi dé nghi clia Bio. Tuy hoi ngugng, nhung anh

cling manh dan, khong git ¥, ngdm lai ngudi dan ba.

mét cdch k§ hon. Nang c6 nudc da tring xanh, khuén
mit day din, mit sing, dudi doi 16ng may cong viit,
lan moi ddy, lai hoi mét, nhu khdng thoa son. Tudi
chic cling gin bdn muoi, nhung thin hinh con nd
nang, hdp din lim. Phdi ndi, nang 1a mdt ngudi dep,
du lic nay d61 moéi khong dudc tuct thim.

Nang dua tay ra trudc dé bdt tay Bdo, nhung van

deo ging tring, ngdn, d€ 16 cd mdt cdnh tay trdn
tring nga tdi vai, khuit 1p bdi 16p 40 mau xanh réu
dim.

-"Hin hanh dugc bi€t anh. T6i lam trong
Accounting Department. Anh vé 1a tdi phéi tinh todn
tién bac véi tui né. C6 diéu anh dung goi toi 1a ba
nita,” Nang nhin xudng, kh& cudi: "Tdi...gia dén th&
sao?" :

Cau gidi thich 1am Bdo cling ml vi anh chi chuyén

lo vé ky thuit. C6 diéu, Bdo ciing thdy cdch xung hd-

qua nén thay déi:

- " Pau ¢ phdi viy. Ving, néu chi cho phép, c6 18
nhu vAy than tinh hon," Bio vé gh€ minh, ngbi
xudng, tay x&p lai xién, dao, thia...ddt ching lén xap
napkin: "T6i...ra't it kinh nghiém giao ti€p véi quy ba
quy cb c6 gi s xuat chi bd qua cho”. :

Nang lic dau:

- "Khéng dam. Xin 18i, tén t6i 12 Kiéu Lién...Ma
Kiéu Lién."

Tén ho nghe thuc la, giéng ctia ngudi Trung Hoa
qua.
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Ngudi hiu ban don db in ra ban cho Bdo. Kiéu
Lién nhin hin, néi:

- "Vui 10ng mang phin cda t6i ra ddy ludn, cdm
on."

Ngudi hau ban khé "Yes," rdi voi di.

Moét ldc sau, dd dn cla nang ciing dudgc don ra: mot
dia salad, mot chén xip néng, nudc tra.

Hai ngudi ling 1& né€m th mén in cda minh. Bdo
ngudc 1én:

- "B6n nim hém nay, 4n mdi may mén nay, chdn
qué r6i," Nhin ra ngoai: "Gid cé ti€ém com Tau hay
Viét & day thi t6t bi€t may."

Kiéu Lién git dau:

- "Tdi ciing ky dd in M. Tbi bi€t gin diy c6 mdt
buffet Tau, t&1 mai minh t&i d6 tha."

- "Sao chi mdi t6i ma ranh viy?" Bdo lic dau:
"Chiu cac ba."

Kiéu Lién cudi thanh ti€ng:

- "Mt ngay diu c6 thé...bi€t duge," LAy napkin
lau miéng, roi nang ti€p: "Thi thuc, trudc day, t6i da
titng & thanh phé nay vdéi..." Nang bd ling ciu ndi,
nhin ra ngoai, d6i mit xa xam...

B3o bdng cim thdy md hd mdt chuyén thuong tim,
nén yén ling, 18 di nhu khéng nghe thiy chit "vdi".
Vdi...ai, gia dinh, b& me, anh em hay chéng con, ma
bay gid khdng con nifa, khi€n nang phdi ngap nging.

Nhung khong lau, nang tiép, ti€ng rat khé:

- "Téi..ly di v6i 6ng 4y va bd cdi thanh phd qui
qudi nay," Nging 1én, mim cudi: "Bo di...td1 khdng
muén Bdo ban tim diu nhé." Rdi cidi xudng ti€p tuc
an.
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Ciach xung hé tén 1am B3o vui vui. Khdng biét wdi
tic clia hai ngudi c6 chénh 1éch 1dm khong. Nhung
dii sao, ngudi dan dng ciing phai gianh vi thé "ké cd"
mdi ding, Bdo manh dan néi:

- "Xin 15i...t61 1am Kiéu Lién khdng dugc vui."

Kiéu Lién li€c xéo B3o, cudi 16n dé 16 hai ham
ring tring mudt. Moi ning nhgt nhat thé, nhung trong
miéng, tit cd déu dd hong mot cdch la lung:

- "Bay gid thi vui réi. T8i mai, minh di &n com Tau
nghe," Budng thia xip, ti€p: "Bita 18i, thudng toi
khong in dudc nhiéu, nhung nhat dinh ngdy mai sé&
an thoa thich."

Bio ciing di iAn xong, khudy nhe ly nudc cam, néi:

- "0 mién nay, khéng in t8i, thi€u energy, dém
lanh khéong ngd dugc...diu," nhung chgt nhé ra nang
da ting & dy, 1am sao minh c¢6 thé diy khon ngudi
ta, nén anh cudi, 14p li€m: "N6i vay chi ciing con tiy
nguoi.”

- "T6i dau c6 ngl...dudc nhiéu," Pua hai tay vudt
hét téc vé dang sau khi€n nguc nang dua hét vé dang
trudc...thuc nidy nd, khéu ggi: "Mdi dém chi ching
vai ba ti€ng," Lic diu, thd dai: "Khong thé nhim
mit lau hon".

B3o ngdy ngudi trudc sic quyén ril cda ngudi dan

ba di dén tudi chin mii hip din nén ciling ching
nghe thiy nang néi gi.

- "Thyc ddy...". Nhu chdt thdy cdi ngdy dai cla
chang trai trudc mit, nang nheo mit, chim moi,
giong hdi diéu: "Kia Bio!"

Bao giat minh, ngugng nghiu:
- "Théi, minh vé chi?"
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Anh cim ly nudc cam udng can: "Kiéu Lién &..."
RSi nhu thdy minh quid dudng dot, anh ling yén,
khong dim néi ti€p:

- “L4u sdu...Toi mudn yén tinh, xa hin moi ngudi."
Lic diu: "Pirng mat cong 1én do, t6i s& xubng lau ba
thim anh ma."

Lau sdu...Co nay..14p di thuc. Biy gid, mia dong,
hotel nay dau c6 nhiéu khdch. Lau ba cda Bdo ciing
con nhiéu phong trong, hudng chi liu sdu...chic chi
¢6 minh "mu khing" nay théi. Hinh nhu doc dugc y
cda Bdo, Kiéu Lién nhin sdu vao mit anh:

- "La h3? Van dé gidn di thdi.Minh khéng muén
mdi 14n ra khdi phong lai thdy ¢ ké nhin 1én minh..."
Cudi, 1dc dau: "Pan 6ng ddang 'ghét' 1dm.” Nang ding
1én: "Nao thi vé".

Bio ding 1én theo, nhung di nhanh t6i chd tr tién
dé€ thanh todn bita in cho c3 hai ngudi. Kiéu Lién
diing nhin theo, nhung chi mim cudi, khdng phan doi.

Khi Bdo trd lai, nang khé néi:"Cam on anh."

Hai ngudi di séng doi trd vé phdng. Trong dnh
sing m3 mdJ cla thang mdy, bdng ¢6 lic Bdo thodng
thdy mit nang anh lén mot vé sing la lung khién
1dng anh bang hoang s¢ hii. Nhung cdi cdm giac d6
chi mot thodng rat nhanh, khdng di 14n 4p cdi hap
din todt ra tir nu cudi duyén ddng va khéu ggi cta
ngudi dan ba.

Thang méy dirng lai & 1au ba, cdnh cta vira m3,
Kiéu Lién da khé& néi: "Bio vé nhé. Chic ngd ngon,"
Nang dua tay nim tay Bio, roi dot nhién hon nhe 1én
tran B3o... "Hen t8i mai..." Rdi nhu doc duge y nghi
cia Bdo, nang mim cudi giai thich ludén: "Ban ngay
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Kiéu Lién bin...vd cung...chi tr§ vé hotel vao budi
101 thoi. Good night!"

Ctta thang mdy di déng, ti€ng ¥ Am rung chuyén
tr trén vong xudng nhd dan..nhd dan ma Bio con
ngin ngd véi nu hoén bit ngd cla ngudi dep. Diy
hanh lang ving hoe, clta cic phong déng im im.

Sau khi thay quin 4o, Bdo ding tdn ngin trudc
chi€c guong trong phong tim. Nét son nhat nhda trén
trin..mic diu Bdo thdy mdi nang rdt nhgt
nhat...Bi€t diu nang t6 mdt thi son nhu vay..Bdo
rta mat, va rit ti€c khi phdi lau mit cdi ddu vét
thuong y€u 46 di.

Pi hon mudi mét gid, Bdo di nim, ddu 6c nghi
moéng lung vé Ma Kiéu Lién, ngudi dan ba mdi chi
gip lan dau, nhung lai 1am cho 1d0ng anh x&n xang la
lang. V&t son...v&t son tuy da dugc rita sach, nhung
khong hi€u sao, tai noi d6, trén trdn Bdo, anh ¢6 cam
gidc nhu dudc bdi bdi thif diu gi d6, khi€n chd nay cé
vé lanh hon nhitng noi khéc.

Bo tit den 16n, chi @€ lai ngon dén ngld & dau
giudng, kéo chan dip t6i ¢8, rdi c6 dd gidc ngi. Anh
dén dién tir ngoai dudng lot qua khe cia chgp chdn
lay dong trén tdng & mdt géc phong, ti€ng gid ting
con rit nhe tr ngodi vong vao 1a nhitng y€u t6 sinh
ddng con sét l1ai trong can phong quanh qué.

Chua nhim mit dudc lau, bbng cé ti€ng chudng
dién thoai reo lam Bdo giat thot ngudi. Ai goi minh
2id nay. C6 thé bén hing c6 gi cin phdi thay d6i gap
trong c6ng viéc cia anh day.

- "Ald, Bdo nghe day," Bdo néi bing Anh Ngi...
Thuc ngac nhién, bén kia ti€ng clia Ma Kiéu Lién:

16

Pém Nguyét Ram

- "Bio, Kiéu Lién day...ngl chua?" Nang thi thao:
"Budn qud, goi Bdo néi chuyén choi mot chit dude
khong?". Khé thg dai: "Ching sao ngd dugc."

Béo khé cudi:

- "T6i ciling th€," Anh cling hét siic cAm ddng...vi
lan diu tién dugc ngudi dep goi trong dém: "Khong
bi€t sao khé ngd qua!" Nhung trong bung Bao ciing
tha'y hoi la vi nang c6 s6 dién thoai phong minh.

Kiéu Lién qud thuc 13 ngudi lanh 10i, néi ngay
diing cdi thic mic cia Béo:

- "Pém khuya phdi nin ni mai...operator méi cho
s dién thoai clda anh dé6."

Réi giong Kiéu Lién rit nhe, trd nén nhu than, nhu
thd:

- "B3o bi&t khong.. Ki€u Lién di trdi qua gidn mudi
nim h€t 1ong v6i bdn phin lam vg, lam diu...d€ cusdi
cung...sang mai tdn bén nay..mdi v3 l€ ra minh da
phi tudi xuan v8i mot 6ng chong doc tai...véi mot gia
dinh nha chong khic nghiét..."

Bio ngin ra vi 13i tAm sy qua dudng dot clia ngudi
dan ba. Bén kia, Kiéu Lién van néi thao thao theo y
nghi cda nang:

- 'Tdy phuong ngudi ta cd 1y..khi nhdn dinh la
trong ddi séng con ngudi thi sex 1a van dé quan trong
nhit. Vg chong hanh phdc hay khong 13 do ho biét
thda man cai khao khdt tu nhién clia tinh duc," Gin
giong: "Hu, A ddng minh cit 13y c4i dao Khéng Manh
ra 4p ch& phdi nt.. Ngudi dan ong thi ci hang huc
thda min cho riéng minh ma khong cin biét 'con vg'
né ¢é dudgce hudng cdi gi khdng, hay chi cin ring chiu
dung...Khdng ai ddy cho bon dan ba bi€t lam thé nao
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dé dugc hudng cdi khodi cim tuyét vdi cda 'sex’, con
thdng chong thi ngu mudi...tudng minh sudng...thi con
vg cling suéng nhu vay!"

Bdo nghe nhu vit nghe sim, khong ngd Kiéu Lién
chiu dung nhitng uan dc d&€n d6 phai budng nhitng 15i
song sugng nhu vdy. Bén kia, ngudi dan ba lai rit 1én:

- "Bdo biét khong, & c4i thanh phd nay, Kiéu Lién
da phdi cyc khd thém ba nim nita v6i mot gia dinh
gdom mot thing chdng din don, chi biét néi ciu 'cau
m¢ bdo vay..ciu mg mudn vdy..' ma chua bao gid
ddm néi cdu 'vg t6i mudn vay'...va d6i vg chdng gia
bénh hoan, cdm cdn, khé tinh...vi thé Kiéu Lién phai

ty gidi phéng minh...".. Khéc rung ritc: "Bi€t dugc

viéc minh phdi lam cho minh...thi ciing ¢ mudn hét.

cd 16i!..th€ c¢é han khéng cha!”. Xut xui...hi
mii...nghen ngao: "Né6i vay...Bdo ¢6 thdong cdm cho
minh khéng?"

Thong cdm! Khoéng ngd chi méi quen nhau ¢6 hon

ti€ng déng hé ma Bdo phai trd 13i mot cau hdi khé .

nhu vay! Thi dang nao ciing phai trd 16i xubi di chu:

- "Kiéu Lién," Bdo thdy sao tu nhién giong néi ciia .
minh ngot ngao dén thé: "Thong cdm chif...dan 6ng:

Viét minh it hi€u bi€t vé tinh duc 1im vi ¢6 ai day
cho ho ddu.." Ngim nghi mdét lic: "Bio cling
th€...C6 bi€t chit it 1a do doc sdch...xem phim" Chét
me, xem phim thi coi nhu chi biét nhitng tro...vd loai
tho6i...Bdo v6i ngung khdng ddm néi ti€p.

Nhung bén kia, Kiéu Lién reo lén:

- "C6 th€ chi. Bay gid Kiéu Lién da tu do... 'Libre
comme le vent!'. Minh tdi bdy gid." Pién thoai bi ciip
ngang.
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Bdo sitng s& dit 6ng dién thoai xudng, quén ci gic
ndé 1én mdy..."Minh t8i bay gig!"...Kinh qui...ngudi
dan ba nay... 'd6i khat' d€n thé kia 4. Tuy B3o doc
thin, nhung tinh tinh di€ém dam, dang hoang, 'rit it
khi di choi boi bdy ba' nén gip cinh nay trdnh sao
khéi hodng hét.

Nhung, suy nghi lai mdt chiit thi diu ¢6 sao, nhitng
moi tinh dong nghiép...khi di 'field trip' vdi nhau...da
tiing x4y ra nhu com bita & cdi xif nay thi chang ciing
chdng cin...so do tir chdi mdt cf chi it tinh' cla
ngudi dep...nhit 12 nang cling dang trong tinh trang
‘available’'.

Bdo chdm diy, vuét lai khin trdi giudng, rdi vao
phong tdm don dep mdt chiit treo lai miy cdi khin
tdm mdi, bd di nhitng chi€c di dung rbi. Bdng nhin
thdy hinh tugng minh trong guong sao ma né 18 bich
dén thé!

Khi B4o quay trd ra thi anh giat thét ngudi vi Kiéu
Lién da ding chd bén giudng vdi chi€c do choing
mau huy&t dy phd tif ¢8 xudng tSi gét chan. Chua kip
hdi mot cAu ngac nhién vi sy xuit hién dot ngdt clia
nang, nhung it ra, nhd dé da gidip anh té ra 12 mot
ngudi 'ga-ling' khi dé ngd clta chd nang. Ma c6 thé
lic ndy, Bao dad quén cai then bén trong ching.

Thay Bdo, Kiéu Lién nhu mot con hé cdi bit mdi,
Nang chay lai, 6m chim ldy anh, hén nhu mua...lén
mdt, 1€én mii, ngdm chit hai bd moi, dua ludi qua hai
ham ring cda Bdo. Bdo ¢d binh tinh d€ 14y lai phan
chl dong. Chang dua ning Ién giudng va thiy ngay
dudi chi€c 40 choing d3 1a mot thin thé trin
trudng...vd cung hap din nhung lanh nhu bing.

19



Hbé Linh

Quan 4o 16t clia Bdo bi xé ra tiing ménh, con
cudng nd clia ngudi dan ba trén thin thé Bdo dd
xudng nhu mdt trin bio tuyét trén dinh cao son...Va
chinh Bdo, Bdo ciling chua tirng dugc hudng nhitng
gidy phit hoan lac dén mé hoic nhu vdy. Bdo phdi
trdi dai s¥ mon trén trén ting phan co thé cing phéng
khao khat nhuc duc 4y d€ nghe thiy nhitng tiéng rit
lén thim thi€t kém theo nhitng dau budt dudi cdc
moéng tay sic nhu vudt minh thd cidu vao da thit.
Nhung chinh nhitng dau dén d6 hoa hdp véi cdm giac
té ciing bitng v& thanh ngudn khodi cdm v cang hap
din...dén d6 chinh Bio nhiéu lic ciing di dién dai
cdn siu vao da thit ciia nang, d€ thi'y dugc minh ciing

trd thainh mot thit da thd dang day vo con thd 'cdi' cda.

minh.

... Bdo chim siu trong mét mdi ra r3i...Ti€ng thd phi
phd bén canh nhu mot vién thanh, mo hd. Pé&n khi
md& dudc cip mat chiu ning thi nang da bd di tr lic
ndo. Bido cdm thay lanh vd6 cung. Chang vdi vao
phong tim x4 mot hoi nudc néng bdng, rdi mic voi
bd swet len, 1én giudng trum chin kin ngudi. Th€ ma
cdm gidc lanh 1&0 van con. N6 lanh tir trong rudt lanh
ra khién Bdo thém, rit thém mdt ly rudu manh lic
nay, nhu mdt ngudi nghi€n rugu thir thiét.

Béng Bio chat thiy c6 vét gi mau dd trén chiéc
g6i Kiéu Lién nim. Khi anh nhic né 1én, thit kinh
khing, mau trong gdi chdy ra c6 giot diy trén
giudng.

Quii la, khong thé hi€u néi mdu & ddu ma nhiéu
vay?

Kiéu Lién c6 vét thuong gi trén dau?
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Sudt dém 4y, Bdo khong ngii. Sdng ra, anh phai
udng hét cd mot ly whisky trude khi di 1am. C6 1€ hai
ngudi da vi men tinh, quén mot chi€c chin dé gitt hoi
4m nén mdi bi lanh d&€n th€. Khdng bi€t Kiéu Lién
¢6 sao khong. Riéng Bao, anh thdy lanh va khat khi
¢ ngay. R4t may, bita trudc, cdng viéc cling 1am sip
xong, nén anh ging hoan tit né ndi ngdy hdm nay dé
néu c6 bénh, vin khong lo d3 dang nhiém vu sd trao
pho.

Budi t6i, du khdong d6i, Bdo ciing ging xudng
cafeteria in mot chén xip néng, udng thém mot ly
cognac nita. Anh ngdi chd Kiéu Lién dé gidn chuyén
di an com TAu d&€n hdm khdc d€ t6i nay & nha nghi
ngdi va néu nang mudn, Bdo c6 thé vién ly do thdi
ti€t, goi v& hing dé€ & lai thém vai ngay véi Ki€u
Lién...vi..tim dugc mdt ngudi 'partner’ nhu nang
khong phai 1a dé.

Tdm gid t8i, Bdo di udng thém mot ly ca-phé
néng, Kiéu Lién ciing chua xuéng in com. Anh ué
04i trd 1&én phong. Bdo d€ ngd cilra, khdng cai then
phong d€..n€u Kiéu Lién c6 1&n, s& bi€t anh dang
chd nang. Bdo cin thin kéo tdm chin cho ngay ngin
va 1én cao mdt chiit d€ 'lic d6' khéi bi quén nhu dém
trude. Bio tit dén 16n, nim xudng giudng nghi mét.

Bén ngoai, trdi khdng d8 tuy€t, nhung vain c6 gié
16n lda qua khe cita hdi lam rung dong chi€c man.
Mot ldc, vira vi mét, vira do hoi rugu manh, Bio
thi€p di. Trong con mé huyén hoic, Bdo thdy minh
nhu ¢d bé quang khiin dd trong chuyén nhi dong Phép
La Petite Chaperonrouge dang 6m A4p..mot sinh
vat..mot sinh vat la ling...ghé sg...trong m&t khong
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gian gi6ng nhu hang dong di thd giita cdi dnh sdng
chap chiing hu 4o..lanh 1€o...nhiing lan hoi thd pha
vao mit...khong mot chit hdi Am cda sy sdng. Cé
ti€ng cudi gin..tv mian kém theo tén Bdo dudc
goi...nhu rit trong ham ring nhon hodt...

- "Bdo..."

Béo birng thifc gidc..mot khdi ning lanh nhu thép
ngudi dang d& 1én minh. B4o m3 mit, bit gip ngay
anh mit long lanh nhv phdt quang & sat mit minh.
Kiéu Lién..Ma Kiéu Lién... Khong hiéu sao chit Ma
thodng hién lén trong 6c lam Bdo gidt minh. Anh
mudn thodt ra ciing khong dugc. Nhung cdi ¥ muén
d6 chi thodng qua cling nhudng chd cho nhitng thdi
thic dam mé.

- "Bdo...nhd em khdng?" Thd déc: "Em mudn anh
qud chirng...anh thyc tuyét diéu..." C6 tiéng cudi rit
qua ké& rang.

Kiéu Lién 6m xi€t 1am Bdo mudn nghet thd, hai
ban tay nhu méc sit lai xé tung quan 4o 16t cla
B3o0...vd con bio tuyét nhuc duc Am dm kéo dén.
Chiéc chin nhu khong di rong d€ che khip than thé
hai ngudi hoic di roi xudng dat tr lic nao khong
hay, khi€n toan thin Bdo déu cdm thdy lanh... Thdi
gian nhu kéo dai t6i vo6 tin v6i moét ndi lo s¢ ma
trong con mé hodng, Bdo khong thé tim ra nguén géc.
Tam thin B4o chdi v8i, mudn thoat khdi nanh vudt
cda con 4c thd, nhung toan thin ching ra rdi, nhu hét
c3 sitc phdn khing. Ti€ng rén mdi kinh khiép, c6 1&
ngudi & ngoai hanh lang cling nghe thdy rd mot. Bdo
cdm thay rii liét, hodn toan thu dong truSc sy dién
cudng cla ngudi dan ba. Hai mit Bio nd dom d6m.
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MJ héi lanh vi ra nhu tim, cudc 1am tinh vat va...dau
dén...cho dén lic Bio bung di nhu con diéu ddt
gidy...va thuc su ngit di.

Bio thitc giac liic tr&i chua sdng. Kiéu Lién di bd
di tir ldc ndo roi. Ngudi dan ba nay..khdng tinh
nghia, ma chi ¢6 nhuc duc..Khéng can bi€t téi hai
chif 'dao dir¢' ma chi dugc chi v& con dudng théa man
1ong ham muén vi ky... K&t qud cia cdi goi la vin
minh, 12 nit quyén cla cdi th€ gidi ngdy nay ching.
Bio nim ép trén giudng mét nhoc nhu ngudi bénh
14u ngay, 14n than nghi vé Kiéu Lién nhu thé.

C4i gbi! Chgt Bio nghi 6i cdi gdi cda Ki€u Lién
ding. Lan nay ciing chi ¢6 mdt vét nhd trén mat,
nhung bén trong sting mau! Trdi.. khong hi€u ndi!

Hét diy néi dé di 1am, Bdo goi dién thoai cho ndi
lam viéc. Mii dén trua, sau mot con ngd vii, Bdo urd
xudng cafeteria in vdi chén xdp..vd mua vé mot
chai cognac nhd, loai miy tay ghi€n thudng bd trong
tdi 40 vét, vi trong ngudi lic nao cling mét va cdm
thay lanh run..Trén dudng vé phong, bit chgt Bdo
theo thang mdy 1én tin lau sdu, ting cao nhit cla tda
khdch san. Clta thang md ra, Bdo d3 cdm thiy lanh
ngdt, vi trén nay hinh nhu khdng c6 chay heat! Nhitng
diy hanh lang t8i tim, c6 mui mdc x6ng 1én cay cay
miii. Anh sing md mJ tr may khung clta kinh khong
dd soi r& mau thim..Cdc phong, ¢ nhitng phong
bang sO trén ctfa di rét mat, khong duge thay th€ vi
chic trén nay liu nay khong ngudi mudn. Trong mot
khung cinh thé nay ma Kiéu Lién & dudc sao, néu
nang khong phai 1a mdt ngudi bi bénh tam thin. C6
thé 1im. Vi qua khit bi dp ché, tinh duc bi don ép
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nhu vy, mot ngudi dan ba tran ciing nhira séng nhu
Kiéu Lién khing 1én khong phai 1a khéng cé ly.
Fread di tirng ching minh diéu d6é trong hé thong
tri€t hoc clia dng ta tir ¢ nia th€ ky nay. Nhung di
sao, trong canh lanh 180, ving vé dén thé luong cla

chén nay, nhé lai hai d&m lam tinh nhu dién dai véi.

mot ngudi dan bd mdi quen bi€t trong mdt gid ciing
lam cho B4o vd ciing bdi r6i...dé€n sg hdi. Anh cé thé
chiu dung thém mdt 1an nita khong? Cau hdi khé trd
13i...v1 tif trong thAm tAm anh, hai cudc gip gd d6 qua
da thda min tot cung, nghi lai lic nao ciing con thiy
dé mé...B4 thi thuong, ma vuong lai sg mat x4c tai sa
trudng.

Thuc khé nghi!

Bdo thit théu trd vé phong minh, nim dip chin,
udng rugu cho bung d& run, dé€ cudi cing thiy ring
sttc ngudi ¢6 han va ciing dang trin quy, khong thé vi
dam mé ma phung phi, ma mao hiém dudc.

Bédo c6 ngay quyét dinh dit khodt. Anh trd lai noi
lam viéc, ban giao cdng viéc da hoan tat cho khdch
hang, roi thué taxi ra thing phi trudng. Anh vao
khdch san Marriotte 3 qua dém d€ mai vé Cali.

M&t thing sau, mot thing Bao da bi dau hon mot.
tudn vi bi cdm lanh...mat energy, do lam viéc qua d6!.

Bdo khdm phd ra hai diéu kinh khing lién quan dén
ngudi dan ba ho Ma: Hing ABC Production khéng hé
gli mdt ngudi nao trong Accounting Depertment,
nhat 12 lai c6 cdi tén la hodc 13 Ma Kiéu Lién sang
Saint Louis, va diéu thit hai 1a chang gip 6ng thay cii
tr Saint Louis di sang dinh cu 8 mdt thanh phd cdach

ndi chang & may chuc miles va Ma Kiéu Lién 14... ba
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Hoang.

Hom do, chang t6i mdt hing khdch hang thi gap
ong thiy cii dang d&€n ndp don xin viéc. Hai ngudi dé
dang nhin ra nhau... Va sau khi han huyén xong, 6ng
Hoang cho Bdo dia chi va hen ngay mdi Bdo dén in
com vdi gia dinh ong.

Cian appartment hai phong ngl chdt chdi. Ong
Hoang tuy di 1dn wdi, nhung tinh tinh vin t€u’ nhu
xua. Ong cu thi nim ép trén giudng, ba cu ngdi im
trén chi€c xich du, hai mit khong roi TV, trong do,
dang chi€u mdt cudn phim b Héng Kong.

Ong Hoang don ban nhanh nhu mot ba ndi trg
chiam viéc nha:

- "Ngay hdm nay t§ ddi ciu chd 'dd'...td cudn banh '
trang thuc diy nhd, khong phdi tht d6 Mé dau." Vira
ndi, vira ling xdng don thi no, thi kia.

- "C6 gi anh d€ em phu cho.” Bdo rat than tinh néi
v6i 6ng nhu thé.

- "Pugc, ciu sét cdi nudc mim nay ra hai chén nhd
di."

Ong chi tay vao t8 nudc cham:

- "Té mang rau song ra nita 1a xong." Quay lai héi:
"A ma Bio udng bia gi...day c6 Micholob, Hendiken,
Bud."

- "Anh cho em Hendiken di. Udng thi nay...c6 mii
gidng bia minh hon". Bdo dit lai miy db trén ban:
"Anh 1am nhiéu qu4, con..."

- "Hai dda minh thdi" 6ng Hoang cudp 16i..1ic
diu... "TG cha chai véi dira nao & day ci."

Con ba dy diu...bi lam ching?

Ong Hoang trd lai ban, than mat:
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- " An di..Liu qud..anh em minh mdi gip nhau,
hinh nhu 12 tir cdi budi & phong gido su trudng Hung
Pao Saigon?". Ong lic diu: "Véi bao nhiéu thay ddi.
Bii bé, nuong dau!"

Bdng c6 ti€ng ho si su cda 6ng cu tif budng vong
ra. Ong Hoang 14t 1at ding 1én:

- "Ct ty nhién di, td phai xem cu mot chit,” Ong
vira néi, vira bo vao trong.

Cé6 ti€ng hdi han nhe nhang tir phong bén vong
sang. Bdo thuc cdm phuc 1ong hi€u tho clia dng thay
ci.

Tuy thin tinh, nhung chua bao gid Bdo hdi vé gia
cdnh clia 6ng Hoang, nhat 1a vé ba vd nghe c6 tiéng
12 dep clia 6ng. Biy gid, tha'y cdnh hiu quanh cda gia
dinh nay, Bio khdng thé khong thic mic.

Ong Hoang tir trong vui vé di ra, vita ngdi xudng
gh€, vira n6i nhd:

- "Cé4c cu nhiéu khi nhu con nit...ddi dn cdi no, ché.

bai cdi kia." Ong cim diia, gip rau vao bdt, 1ic diu:
"K€ c3 cdi viéc...vé sinh ciing vay."

Bio chi biét yén ling an. Ong Hoang cudi:

- "Té kiém moi vi€c, th vi€c ndi trg tdi viéc
lam...vi em."

Bdo tu nhién bu6t miéng:

- "Vay chi...?" Anh bdng cdm thidy minh v6 y qud
nén nin ludn...

Ong Hoang tuy miéng cudi, nhung cau may nhin
Bdo, ntra khéi hai, nifa nghiém tic:

"Bd tr gidi phéng rdi!" Lic dau: "My né

diy...nhu thé, d€ dugc sdng thyc cho...minh!"

- "Ly di?"
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- "Hon th& nifa...ty bd di...rdi...gip tai nan...chét
roi."

Khong khi bita in bdng kém vui. Ong Hoang c& tao
vé khoi hai, néi chuyén minh ma nhu k& truyén cd
tich:

- "Hai cu toi thi di nhién 13 gdnh ning rdi..ia ddi
tim lum 1am sao ngudi khué nif nhu ba 4y chiu néi"
Nhin nhanh vao trong, "Con t6i..ba ché 1a cu
lan..dan d6n..khong tao dugc cdi passion cho ba!
Khong bi€t bit chudc ki€u co vin minh cla nhitng
thing M¥...ve vudt lam cho dan ba hing tinh...tdi
tuyét dinh khodi lac," Cudi 16n: "R&i mdt dém cai
nhau..bd bd di trong lic dang c6 bdo tuyét...Sdng
day...td thiy ba iy nim chét ngay trudc cla...vi trugt
chin trén may bic thém, ddu dip vao bic gach..bé
s0...1". Giong ¢& lam ra vé thdn nhién...nhung khong
khdi 16 ra vé chua chat.

B3o nghi ngay t6i cdi dau phun médu, budt miéng
hai: :

- "Bé dau...? Saint Louis?"

- "Ping, thdi 61 6 bén ay. Trudc d6, ba ciing da
don ra & hotel Howard c thdng rdi...t6i hom d6 vé
ddi ly di, chia cda." Chép miéng: "Khén nan, cla cdi
con gi diu. C6 it tién trong nha bing thi bd da rit ra
tiéu xai cho xdng danh 12 mot ba Hoang hét rdi con
dau!". Giong mia mai: "HUr ding la ba Hoang...nhung
dng Hoang thi rach nhu...t6 dia!"

Chot nghe t6i chit Howard, Hotel Howard, c6 thé
nao? Bdo bd vdi dila xudng, thing thot:

- "Hotel Howard...Ma Kiéu Lién!"

Ong lic dau:
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- "Ma ndo, ma 13 Trin...Tran Kiéu Lién," Rbi béng
ngac nhién, tron mit: "Cau biét ba?".

- "Khong. Ngay trudc nghe ban beé néi thdi." Bdo
chdi, gid v& bén 1€n i€p: "Hdi d6, dia nao ciing
noi..."

- "Vg clia 6ng Hoang dep, phdi khong?" Ong 1ic
diu, cudi guong: "C4i nét mdi danh chét cdi dep.”
Nhin xa vdng: "Théi trudc 8 nha...b4 cling nét na lim
chit...nhung sang dén diy d6 don!"

Ong Hoang udng hét ludn ly bia, kha mot cdi, 1ic
dau quiy quay.

Bdo ngdi run, nhu mat hdn trén ghé&, khéng con
thi€t 4n udng nita. Ong Hoang thi vi chuyén riéng,
nén ciing ngd ngan nhu ngudi mong du...

Tu ldc d6, Bdo khong dam nhin thing mit 6ng
Hoang, 10ng vd cling bdi r6i, nén ki€u tif sém hon dy
dinh.

V& dén nha thi trdi di t6i. Trong phong md sing,
nhung diéu lam Bdo kinh hodng khi thdy nhitng diu
gidy dan ba 4nh lén trén mit thim gidng nhu di thiy
vét gidy clia Kiéu Lién dé trén thim & hotel
Howard...Trén ban in, chit nguéch ngoac cda Tién,
tén ban & chung nha: "Tao ra mua chai rugu!"

Béo hét siic ngac nhién vi Tién diu cé ghién rugu.
Mot thodng s¢ hdi, Bdo chay vao phong Tién..liéc
nhin...trén gdi clia hin c6 v€t mau dd. Anh vdi cim
1€n, cdi goi siing mdu..chdy nhd giot trén tham.. khi
Bdo mang né vao phong tim.

Ma Kiéu Lién di vé diy tim Bdo nhung may min
anh ving nha thodt nan va k& bi th€ mang...13 Tién,
anh ban & chung nha.

Khong chim tr&, Bio don ngay mot it quin 4o thuc
dung cho vao vali, b4 di sau khi d€ lai cho Tién may
chit nhin nht voi vang.
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