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C6 gl vira dong vao vai? Cdi gi vay? Mot dong tic
phdn xa khong thé cudng lai, hin nghiéng mit nhin
xudng vai phai. Trdi! Mot ban tay, mot ban tay dim
méu...dim mdu dang bau chit vao vai. Hin thét 1én!
Chi€c xe chao di, mat kiém sodt. Mot tiéng dong 16n,
khd va chic. Xe ngung lai. Mdy gdm ri dién cudng.
Bon bdnh quay tit. M6t viing phia trudc sang ruc.

Khong mét chi€c xe nao di qua.

Ba thdng sau, mot chi€c Toyota ki€u thé thao miu
xdm bac, ném boc nhung mau md chin sang trong, tif
trong hing America Dealer chim chim di ra. Bén
trong, mdt ngudi thanh nién téc den, mim cudi dic y!
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Doi Gidy Nau

Gurage sales va thriftstore 1a hai noi rat quen
thudc d6i véi dan ty nan. Tai nhitng ndi nay, ching ta
¢6 thé tim thay t4t ci nhitng vat dung can thiét cho
cudc sdng mdi v8i mdt gid ré mat. T nhitng vat nhd
mon nhu cdi quin 16t, 40 quin cho tdi giudng, ném,
t, ban ghé&, tli lanh, mdy giit, sdy... D6 tuy cii, nhung
thudng dudc giat gid, lau chui tn trang sach s€ nén
nhitng ngudi it tién, di khé tinh ciing c¢6 thé chip
nhin cdi gid tri thuc t€ clia ching.

Hoi 76, khi gia dinh Phong mdéi sang San Jose,
nhitng ngay ddu cudc sdng mdi, gitta mot xa hoi qud
xa la ddi vdi minh, chang rat ling ting trong sy X&p
dat, sim sta trong nha bing sd tién 1anh welfare ma
qud mot ni¥a di phai dung dé trd tién nha, tién chi
phi dién nudc v.v... cd gia dinh mudi mot mang vin
phdi nim chung trén may cdi ném cii do hdi
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thién nguyén cho, dn com, ti€p khdch trén tim ny-
16ng hong rach 18 chd.

Roi mdt hdm, 6ng ban gia cda ong cu than sinh tr
Redwood City xudng chdi, Phong thdy éng cu in
dién khic xua, nao com-l€, ca-vat, giz‘iy da bdéng
lang, banh bao. Sau mdt hdi han huyén, Phong budt
miéng khen:

- B4c dién sang qud, trong tré ra dén chuc tudi.

Ong cu cudi, cdi nhin bd vét, nin lai cdi ca-vat
mau huyé&t duy, pha trod:

- Sang cdi con me gi, com-1é com-li€c cling mua
thriftstore v3i garage sales cd Ay ma. Cdi bo quin 4o
ndy mua nim ddng, doi gidy tim ddng, cdi ca-vat
bay chuc xen...

Gia dinh Phong, tif dng than sinh t§i vd chdng con
cdi vo cling ngac nhién, trd mat nhin. Ong cu ban 13y
lam la héi:

- Thé ra anh chuta di garage sales bao gi%y 2?

Phong 1ic diu:

- Thuta, chiing chdu mdi sang, nén chua biét ti gi vé
noé ca.

Ong cu cudi, khé 1ic diu ra v& that vong, rdi gidi
thich:

- & day c6 hai ndi ma dan “Mit” ty nan rat khodi 1a
thriftstore va garage sales. Thriftstore 12 nhitng clta
tiém bdn do cii véi gid ré mat. Chiing thudng do cdc
hoi thién diéu hanh. Nhitng db cli nay déu 13 nhiing
dd xin cla bd tdnh, ho mang vé lau chii, giit giii lai
roi by bdn cho ngudi nghéo vdi gid tugng trung. SO
tién thu dugc lai ding dé€ 1am cong viéc tir thién
khéc. Tuy nhién, nhi€u khi gid & tiém nay ciing con
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qui mic so vdi mot vai ndi ban do cii khdc 1a garage
sales. M&i ngay thit bdy, chii nhat trong tuan, n€u dé
¥, anh s& thdy c¢6 nhiéu nha ho bay do6 cii ra bin &
garage nha ho. Nhitng d6 nay thudng 1 nhitng d6 du
thira d€ 1au ngay khong ding t6i, hodc nhitng quan
4o cii cia con cdi ma nay ching da 16n, khong mic
vira nita. Do d6, ho ban téng béan ting di, dugc dong
ndo hay dong dy. Budi sdng doi khi con giif gid, chi
t6i bon nim gid thi cif goi 13 ré nhu beo. Vi th€, néu
chiu khé di, nhiéu khi mua dudc nhitng dé rat t6t ma
gid lai ré khong thé wdng tugng duge. Nhu bo do
nay tdi mua hdi mdi sang con mic dé. & nha t6i con
may bd nita, mua & garage sales 6 mdt dong ma cdn
kém thém miy cdi ca-vat nifa co.

Sau mdt hoi gidi thich, 6ng cu ti€p:

- Ban garage sales dbi khi cling 1a cdi thd cla
ngudi ban, ngay nghi cudi tudn khong di choi, & nha
md garage sales vira thu bac cic, lai cdn ¢6 dip néi
chuyén no chuyén kia vdi khach hang...con ngudi di
mua thi khdi phai néi...vui ddo d€, thi by, chii nhat
nao toi ciing la ca tai may c4i noi ay...nhi€u khi mua
dudc nhitng d6 rat tha vi.

Phong chdt nhd ra, néi:

- Tuan trudc chdu thdy & dau phd ciling ¢6 nha
ngudi My biy dd trong garage, nhung chdu ché biét
ho 1am gi, vdi lai minh mdi dén diy nén ciing mic
cd, tiéng Anh thi ngong nén di khong dim ghé
qua...Vdi lai thdy ho sang qud, diu c6 ngd ho ngdi
nhit bac cic nhu vay.

Ong cu ban té ra rit sanh vé miy vu nay, din
Phong:
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- Th€ nhung anh cling phai c4n thin, chg bay gig
tyi M€ né ciing ma 1&m rdi...N6 thdy dan ty nan
minh thich mua d6 & garage sales nén ching di thu
mua db & cdc garage sales khic 1di v& md garage
sales d€ ban lai ki€m 13i d6. Muén chic in, minh
nén tim nhitng cdi & cdc khu nha giau ma mua, vira
ré ma do lai t6t khong chiu dugc. Ngoai ra, néu dé ,
anh tdi nhitng noi n6 goi 1a moving sales tic 1a
nhitng ngudi ho don di ndi khdc, dd dac khéng mang
theo dugc vi tién cudc phi chuyén chd con mic hon
gid tri mén d6 nén ho ban di rat ré...nhat 1a nhitng
thit ning né nhu sa-1ong, ban ghé, giudng ném
ra...

Thé 1a tir d6, Phong khdng mAy chdc trd thanh mot
khach hang quen thudc cla may tiém thriftstore trén
dudng Santa Clara vung trung tdm thanh phd San
Jose. Chi mat chirng triim d6 1a gia dinh chang da c6
day dd d6 dac cin ding trong nha. Ba chuc déng mot
by sa-16ng gom mdt chiéc sofa, hai chi€c ghé& don, va
mot cdi ban nudc mit kinh, cii chitng bén mudi phin
trim; hai mudi ddng bd ban in vdi tim cdi gh&: nim
dd mdt cdi ném don, tdim d6 mot cdi ném queen
size...Chén dia, ly tich mua garage sales chi mat mot
vai d6 1a du cd, th€ mdi la chi! Riéng ¢6 quin 4o
cho vg chdng con cdi, Phong da phai di mua nhit t
nhiéu ndi méi sim di. Nhitng chi€c 40 cinh con khd
mdi ciing chi nim sdu chuc xen hay mét d6 mdi cdi;
gidy dép ciing ré ré. Phong sim dudc mét bd com-lé
tdm d6 mau nau nhat khd dep, nhung chang di hoi
mat cong di tim ki€m vi cdi size clia ngudi Viét minh
rdt khé ki€m tai cdi dat M§ ngudi cao, 16n nay.
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Mic diu d6 mua vé kha sanh sé va dung dugc,
nhung déu 1a db cii, nhit 13 quin 4o, nén khi mdi
dung, moi ngudi déu cdm thay hoi dn...Cha biét dd
Ay & diu ra, ngudi song, ké chét 1am sao phan biét
dugc...Nhiéu dém nim thao thitc, chi s¢ mua lam
vao dd cia ngudi chét, ho vé doi lai cda thi bd bd!
Nhung cdi khé né bé cdi khon, bit ngudi ta phai chap
nhan nhitng diéu khong vira y. V& lai, lau din, chi
thay gi...rdi cling quen di...Hdi ra thi gia dinh ty nan
nao cling phai qua cdi ciu shopping tai mdy cdi cia
hang quy héa d6, né 1a cdi 18i thodt rat hgp ly va ot
cho moi gia dinh ngheo.

B6 com-1é nau ctia Phong mic rat vira, nhitng dip
hoi hop dong hudng, ngay L&, Tét, chang mic, ban
bé déu khen dep. C6 nhitng ngudi ban khong tim
dudc size nhd, phai mua nhitng bd rong thung thinh
trong rit diéu, nhung ching ai quan tim may, vi moi
ngudi déu théng cdm cho hoan cdnh cia nhau. Khéc
vdi khi & nudc nha, khdng ai thiy ngugng vi mic do
ré tién mua & chdg cii hay garage sales. Nhung c6 mot
cdi lam Phong chufa vira y 1a déi gidy. Midc com-1é
mau niu ma chang vin phdi mang déi giay den linh
trong Camp Pendleton trong né khdng hgp. Vi thé,
Phong ciing d€ ¢ ki€m mdt doi gidy nau di cho dep.
Rbi mot hom, tai tiém thriftstore trén dudng Santa
Clara, x€ clifa nha thd Saint Patrick, Phong di mua
dugc d6i gidy ndu rat vira ¥. Po6i gidy con khd mdi,
khong cin budc diy...vlra chan va lai ré...chi ¢6 hai
dd. Phong dem vé, chi can danh si so so 1a doi gidy
da bong lang, chi€c bén trdi chi mat c6 mi€ng da 16t,
mot vai cai dinh nhd hoi nhi 1én bén canh hinh médt
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trdi tim ¢6 ghim mfii tén thau qua nita chirng, vé biing
sdn d6, nén Phong cin phdi mua thém mot doi ném
mut 16t dudi chan.

Sau sdu thidng hoc dién t, Phong ra trudng vdi
nghé assembly. Ngay bit dugc job, Phong dién bo di
khao ban bé tai mét tiém in trén dudng 13th Street &
dudi pho San Jose. BO com-lé véi doi gidy niu
khi€n Phong cdm thd'y r4' vira Iong. Chi€c xe hdi cii,
nhung ciing vin 1a niém hanh dién clia chang trong
budc dau 1am dn & x nay. Bita in khao trira thdt by
ch&m dift vao khodng ba gids chiéu. Phong 14i xe bing
qua khu trung tdm thanh phd, vong vé& dudng I0th
street theo hudng nam, vao xa 16 280
dé€ vé nha & viing phia nam thanh phd. Vao dudc xa
16, dudng cao hin lén, gié m4t 16ng 16ng 1am Phong
rit sdng khodi. Xe ngon trén, thanh phd San Jose
hién ra nhap nho bén trdi xa 16, bén phai 1a ngon ddi
thdp, rirng cay thua thdt...phia dudi sau 1a con séng
can Coyote Creek...Phong giit bén mit, sifa soan vao
xa 16 101 hudng nam d€ vé nha. Bdng nhién, trong
mot gidy bat ngd, Phong cdm thay chin phai chang
nhu ciing ra, dinh chit vao ban dap ga, tay 14i nhu bai
xudi...Vi th€, xe ctf thing ti€n vé& phia trudc, mic
dau khiic quanh da gan ké. Phong sg dén t6t ciing, vi
da vugt qua lin son tring bén 1€ ngoai cing clia xa
16 va xe chang sip lao xudng vyc thim...Trong gidy
phut cuc ky nguy cip d6, bdng c6 kén xe ré 1én 3
phia sau, khién Phong nhu birng tinh con mé va tic
khic gitip chang 18y lai dugc ty chi. Nh3 d6, trong
khodng khic, Phong dd nhic dugc chan ra khdi ban
dap ga, dong thdi chuyén chan sang ban thing, thing
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gip xe lai. Hd hon vi lic d6, xe chi con cach mép xa
16 khong qui nifa thudc. Mot chi€c xe tif sau trudn
t3i, ddu dang trudc xe Phong. Mot ngudi dan 6ng My
nhanh nhen ra khdi xe, dé€n bén, qua clta xe, hdi
Phong:

- Are you O.K.?

Phong git dau. Ngudi M§ cho chang bi€t 1a 6ng ta
thay chang khong ki€m sodt dugc xe, dodn la chang
bi mét, budn ngl nén chi con cich 1a bép kén xe dé
ddnh thifc chang...va cling nhd d6 ma Phong da thoat
chét. Ngudi My thudng té ra 1a ngudi ¢6 trach nhiém
xa hoi rat cao. Ong My nay ding lai vi Phong mot
Idc 1au, an 4i chang va hdi di héi lai chang da tinh
tdo chua, trudc khi chiu d€ cho chang ti€p tuc l4i xe
vé. Theo 15i khuyén cla 6ng ta, Phong di theo dudng
trong, diing dudng McLaughin d€ vé nha.

C4di tinh trang bat thudng x4y ra trén xa 1o 280 lam
Phong s¢ hdi va suy nghi mit miy ngay. Nhung \:i
cong an viéc 1am, ngay hai budi phdi 14i xe di vé,
chang ciing c6 ging quén né. Bo d6 vét va doi gidy
dep dudc cat gilf cAn than. Ciing may 12 tir d6 Phong
khong gip cdi tinh trang nguy hiém d6 x3y ra nita.

Thdi gian tr6i di binh an, hanh phic. R6i, mot ngay
thd bdy, nhém ban thian ri gia dinh Phong di picnic
trong cong vién San Mateo Park, trén dudng freeway
84, gan phia bd bién. Budi sdng do, sau khi di sia
soan db in thic udng, chén dia gidy, xién mudm
nhua, doan xe ba chiéc 1én dudng hdi mudi gid sing.
Pudng di d&€n cong vién rat ngodn ngoeo kho 1ai. Liic
ra di, Phong bdng nhin thdy d6i gidy den di td qud
roi, di chdi ¢6 ngudi no ngudi kia, nén chang da
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mang d6i gidy nau. Gidy khong phai budc gidy nén
rdt tién cho nhitng budi di choi nhu thé nay. Pay la
1an th hai, k€ tif khi mua, Phong mang né.

Sau bita dn trua, ddm con nit dep chd d€ d4 banh.
Phong c4n than ding chin 18i ra dudng d€ ching né
chai. Chang sg c¢6 dita ham d4, chay ra 16 dudi banh,
13 bi xe dung, hodc di qué trén s& lot xudng virc thim
dudi c6 con sudi. Choi duge mot l4t, tui con nit trd
nén hing say, dd vung vit. R6i mdt dudng banh khd
manh bin vot trdi banh ra phia 10, noi Phong ddng
trdn. Trdi banh xet qua bat ngd, Phong khéong kip
chidn lai, nén phdi chay ra d€ lugm dium. Nhung khi
Phong theo trdi banh, tuy lic dau khéng nhanh 1im,
nhung véin t8¢ bong nhién ting mot cich bat ngd dén
ndi chang nhu mét da, lao vit ra 16, vugt qud trai
banh. Phong thay ngay cdi trang thdi ma't tu chd trong
lic phng ngudi bang qua dudng, hudng vé phia vuc
thim cdch d6 khong xa. Ngay lic d6, mot chiéc xe
hoi tif phia phdi trudn t6i, moi ngudi hét hodng ri 1én
khi thay tai nan xdy ra cho Phong! Nhung trdi véi
moi ngudi, chinh Phong lai nghi d6 14 mét dip may
bing vang. Nh& chi€c xe d6 hit chang vé hudng
phdi, chan trii chang vdp manh vio cdi r& cay néi
khién chang t€ nhao, nhung lai may min véi 6m
dugc cdi goc cdy bén dudng, thot khdi cdi hap luc
ma qudi dang mudn 16i chang xudng vuc siu trudc
mat.

Moi ngudi dd x6 ra dua Phong vé& khu picnic. Pén
mudi phit sau d6, Phong méi 14y lai dugc binh tinh.
Chéang tuy bi xdy xdt chiit it, nhung lai chodng vang
vi chi mét dudng to, k& t6c 1a chang c6 thé mat
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mang. Phong di nhin 18i vé phin minh va khong
quén cdm on ¢6 My ldi xe dung chang. Bau cé ai
bi€t dudc ring nhd cdi tai nan nhé d6é da citu chang
thodt khéi tay tf than.

Pé&n khi hoan hén, Phong méi nhin ra chi€c gidy
bén trdi di sit ra, ving di ddu mat. Chang trd lai gbc
cdy bén bd vyc d€ tim thi chi thdy mi€ng mit ném
nim bén 1€ cd, con chiéc gidy thi dang ndi 1€nh bénh
trén con sudi litng 18 dudi siu. DU ti€c cla, Phong
ciing vd phuong xudng d6 d€ vét chi€c gidy. Nhin
con sudi tham thim, Phong cdm thiy chéng mit, ring
minh ghé s¢ khi nghi téi su ching may chang rét
xudng doé.

T6i vé, nam nghi lai chuyén xdy ra ldc ban trua,
Phong bdng linh cim nhu d6i gidy niu c6 cdi gi bat
dn dén ky di, gdy xui xéo cho chang. Tinh trang trén
xa 160 280 va lic dudi banh trong cong vién ciing
khong khdc gi nhau. Cdi gidy phit t€ dai, khong tu
chi dugc c6 thé da x3y ra hai 1an déu 1a hai lan
chang mang ddi gidy nau qudi di kia. Chi€c gidy con
lai dude Phong cit cin than & géc td 4o trong budng
ngl. Thdi gian sau nay, c6 lan Phong di ngac nhién
dén hoang mang khi kham phd né hay ty d&i vi tri, d
nhiéu khi Phong bi€t chic chin khong hé ¢6 ai dung
t3i né. Phong khong néi véi ngudi nha, va lang ling
tu tay chang mang chiéc gidy chan phdi con lai vt
lén xe ric.

P6i gidy ndu di d4m 4nh Phong dén cd thdng.
Nhung lau dan, 1& ra chuyén d6 ciing dugc quén di,
néu mot hom Phong khong bit gip mot doi gidy in
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hét, bdy bdn & ngay tai noi ma trudc d6 ci niam,
Phong dd mua né. Va di€u lam Phong kinh hodng
nhit 1a khi chang cim chiéc gidy chan trdi 1én xem,
van nhitng cdi dinh nhd nhd 1én bén canh hinh trdi
tim miu dé v4i mii tén xuyén qua. Phong run run dé
voi chi€c gidy xudng, bé mau ra ngoai.

It 1au sau, Phong c¢6 dip ud lai tiém bén dd ci
dudng Santa Clara, va chang khong thiy doi gidy &
do nira, c6 1& da c6 ngudi mua né 16i...Tir day, vi bi
dm 4nh bdi doi gidy vdi nhitng tai hoa chét ngudi,
Phong thudng hdi hop chim chd nhin mdi khi bit gap
ai mang doi gidy nau cung kiéu. Va néu 1a ngudi
quen, nhiéu khi chang con ddi coi cho bing dugc
chi€c gidy chan trdi, khi€n cho chii nhan phdi ngac
nhién vi ci chi xoi b6i clia chang. Phong chua thdy
lai d6i gidy 4y 1an th¢ ba. Nhung chic chin né dang
di 1am cdi viéc ma n6é mudn. Bi€t ddu, mdi 1in né trd
vé tiém db ciing 1a thém mot chién thing. Pa may ai
gdp dugc may mdn dé€n hai 1an nhu chang.
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DPién Thoai Nua Khuya

Hoang md nhanh khéa cira, thit théu budc vao
nha. Cin nha rong, qué rong va tréng ving. Anh buc
doc vit chim chia khéa 1én mit ban, nim lin ra
chi€c sofa, mét nhoc, chdn ndn. Bi mit viéc di ba
tudn nay rdi, ngay nao ciing 1& gét ki€m viéc ma
chua ra. Pén diu ciing thdy cdnh thg bi sa thdi, tinh
hinh thuc bi dat.

Tudng tugng miy ciu néi “ngot ngao” cla thing
manager trong hing rao trudc dén sau trudc khi cho
bi€t anh bi sa thdi khi€n Hoang lgm giong: nao la
“anh 1am viéc gidi”, ndo 12 “hdng rat hinh dién vi c6
anh lam viéc tai diy”, nhung...cdi ti€ng nhung né
kh6n nan 1am sao! Sau d6 1a tén an ninh “4p gidi”
anh ra xe...Qua nhitng hanh lang, b6n ¢4, bii dau xe
quen thudc tir hon hai nim nay, béng anh thdy chiing
trd nén thuc xa la v4i minh!
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