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Liz lﬁ'y ra mot tAim dnh chup sdu ngudi, ba trai, ba gai
trong d6 di c6 boén ngudi bi gach bd..chi con lai
hai...ma dita con trai lai chinh 14 Bob. Liz di né vao mit
Bob, gin giong:

- “May quén con Lanny ndy bi bon may hi€p rdi
a...Thing Louis, thing Jose...vd may, Bob, may I3 thing
chét...tao chét gidc, chiing may bd mic thin nay tran
trudng sudt dém...” Ti€ng ngudi dan ba rit 1én.

- “Khéng...Lanny tu tlf rdi....khong.” Bob thd ddc, c&
viing thodt, nhung bi giit chit...dau di€ng.

- “Piing tao ty ti{f...vi tao khong thé mang tAm than 6-
nhyc vé vdi me tao..ba ta s&...gi€t tao khong thuong
ti€c! Nhung s& chua hét...tao dugc citu...dudc nudi...va
tring s& nén tao c6 tién muén Jose vi may lam nhitng
viéc tao can lam.” Tiéng néi rit 1én qua k& rang nghién
chat.

- “Trdi...thi ra 1a vdy...” Ngudi Bob lanh todt nhu vira
bi ném vao mot thung nudc d4, giong rén 1i. Bdng 1udi
dao sic tir ddu vung lén, xet ngang, Bob thét 1én thim
thi€t. Yén ling!

Nhitng ngay k€& ti€p..., bdo chi c¢d nuéc ding rim
beng tin bic s Bob Wagner vi thdm st bing nhitng 14t
sao sic cdt rdi...phan ha bd. Bao chuyén ly ky dudc khai
thdc nhung ti€c ring 1an nay...khéng c6 hinh chup k& bi
tinh nghi.
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Pém Lanh Sau Vuon

Ngoi biét thyr ki€u Victoria d6 sd chi€ém hin mét géc
phd. Tir midy nim nay, tda nha nay tré thainh mdt khu
nursing home khd sang. Tdm cin phong rong rdi mdi
phong ké ba chi€c giudng cho ba cu gia nim. Tudng
bén trong dugc son miu xanh nhat, c6 4nh sing dén
phan chi€u diu mit, véi nhitng chi€c ném diy, khin trdi
giudng bao gid ciing tring béc, ngdy dém ¢ y ta tdc
tryc sin séc, mdi ngdy c6 bac si d€n khdm bénh tdng
quét, khi€n cho khdch déu tdm tic khen nggi, nhit 1a
than nhin céc cu, ai ciing...yén tim di c6 noi tot dé cic
cu huu dudng.

Sau tdoa nha 12 mot bai ¢ xanh mudt, dudi nhitng gbc
thong rgp béng mat, miy chi€c gh€ dd x&p dit quy cu,
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bén nhitng khém hdng hoa nd tuoi thim 1a ndi cdc cu
thudng ngay ra phoi ning, nghi ngdi. Céng vao lam
bing sit, khd 16n, déng md theo gid gidc nhat dinh dé
cdc cu khong bi khdch khita 1am phién nhiéu trong khi
nghi ngoi.

Vi Gidm d6c¢, ba Garcia Martinez, mé6t ba trung nién,
khde manh va rat bat thiép, diu dang, lic nao ciing tuci
cudi, ai mdi gip 1a ¢6 cadm tinh lién.

Mary dugc thiu nhin lam tai ddy vao budi chiéu nhu 12

mot k€ todn vién bdn thdi gian véi s& luong khodn méot
ngan dong thém in bifa com t5i trudc khi vé&. Thuc 1a
mot second job rat tdt cho nang. Mary dudc bi€t, hang
thing, ba Garcia dudc tat cd moi ngudi & diy Gy quyén
t6i vin phong xi h6i hodc cdc hing bdo hiém 14y pay
check cho ho. C6 ngudi con giao hét s tién 4y dé tay
tién ba ta ti€u xai cho ho khi ho cin t8i. Vi thé€, tién
nhip hang thdng giti vao account clda vién kha 16n.

Lam vi€c dugc hon hai thing, Mary ngac nhién khi
thay s6 chi phi€u giti vio ngan hang nhiéu hon s6 ngudi
gia trong tdm cin phong, tifc hai mudi bén ngudi. Ngoai
ra, ba Garcia vira day nang cdach lam t& khai y t&€ giti di
doi tién bodi hoan cdc phi€u medicare trd cho dng bdc si
cOng tiac v4i ba sidn soc sic khde cho nhitng cu 3 day.
Ngay nao ciing c¢6 sdu, bay ngudi dau dudc bac si khdm.
C6 nhitng phi€u trinh vao cd nhitng gid gidc nang c6
mit § ddy...nhung Mary ching thdy bic s khim bénh
cho ai ca.

Mary giit c4i thic mic d6 kin nhiém trong 1ong.

Nhitng ngay nghi cudi tuan thudng cé khach téi thim.
Nhung xét di xét lai, Mary chi thdy chirng muci cu c6
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than nhan cdn phan ddng 13 chi 14i thdi ngdi mot minh.
Ba Garcia ti€p khach trinh trong, cdc thdn nhin gip cic
cu, hdi thim chuyén nay, chuyén no, déu dugc thdéa
min & sy sin s6c chu ddo cia vién huu dudng. Nhitng
ngay nay, Mary thudng t6i d€ phu gidp véi hai c6 y td
Jenny va Lori. Hai c6 nay chic 1am & diy da 14u, nén
hinh nhu khéng cin phdi nhan chi thi cda ba gidm ddoc,
cif 1dm 1i thay dd sach sé& cho cic cu, dita sdu bdy cu ra
vudn ngdi chdi ngoai gh€ dd hodc 1am ra vé ban biu sin
sdc stic khoé cho mot vai cu.

C6 hom, mot cu bi xiu ngay ldc thdn nhin t6i thim.
Mic dau, tudn trude, ba cu nay chi dugc kham bénh mdt
lAn, nhung khi thin nhin lo s¢ hdi vé tinh trang sic
khde clia cu, ba Garcia dua hd so bénh 1y ra va néi 1a
ngay nao ciing c6 bac si chim s6c, th€ ma cy nay ciing
git ddu xdc nhan. Mary biét bill giti di doi ti€n hing
bio hiém nim ngay...ma ky thuc chi khim bénh c¢6 mot
ngay ma thoi. Su cdch biét vé tién bac 1én t6i cd ngan
ddng trén mbi ddu ngudi. P6 13 khdi diém cda nhitng
nghi ngd vé cbng viéc 1am dn mS 4m cla cd s§ nay.

Pén thiang thi ba, mot budi chiéu, khi t6i 1am viéc,
ba Garcia khong c¢6 & nha, nhung trong mét ngén kéo
ban 1am viéc, Mary thdy mét tdp hd sd cil k§. Nang vo
tinh m3 ra xem dinh d€ con trd lai vi tri cda né. Khéng
ngd, Mary tha'y nhitng bin sao nhitng tim chi phi€u SSI
clia s& x3 hdi trd cho mo6t dng cu vao nhitng thing
qua...nhung di€u ngac nhién dng cu lai 1a ngudi thi tur
nim trong phong s6 2, ma thuc ra, phong dé chi c6 ba
ong Victor, Andre va Tom. Ngudi tht tt, cu Micheal
nay khoéng ¢6 mit! Mary dé ud lai hd sd vaongin
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khong c¢6 mit! Mary d€ tra lai hd sd vao ngin ban nhu
cti, long hét sitc phan vin vé nhitng c4i chi phi€u
dugc 1anh ma thyc ra khdong c6 ngudi. Lic ba Garcia
vé, Mary nhv v6 tinh khdng biét ba ta d€ quén hd so cla
ngudi mang tén Micheal. Qui nhién, mit trudc, mit sau,
ba Garcia 1ay cdi hd so d6 di..rdi cit vao trong mot
ngin ti c¢6 khéa. Ngay hom sau, trong d6ng thu tir sé&
g di, Mary thdy c6 mdt cdi mang bao tho khd diy tén
ngudi gli 12 Michael Hanson...gi cho s& X3 Hdi...Loai
thd nay, sau ndy, Mary biét 13 hd so xin lai tién SSI va
Medicare.

Thang thit tu Mary lam viéc & diy 1a thdng Mudi hai.
Hb so k€ todn phdi két thic vao cudi nim, nén Mary
d6i khi phai t6i day vao budi sdng d€ 1am thém gid cho
xong cdng viéc. Budi dau tién, Mary khong thiy hai co
y td dau, ma chi c6 mdt mu ngudi ME chay di chay lai
lo cho hai mudi may cu gia. Trong hd sd tinh tién, thi hai
c6 y td phdi thudng truc ¢6 mait tai nha huvu dudng. Pén
nhitng bita 4n Mary mdi gidt minh vi n€u so véSi nhitng
khodn chi trong s8 sich, né chi déng gid mot nda.
Quanh di, quﬁ’n lai ciing chi ¢6 khoai nghién, tring,
bacon, rau cdi. Thit twgi ma ngay nao ciing khai 1a
¢6...khong biét né di ddu mat. Suy ra thi tif bac si, y td
t6i thuc phdm va c6 thé ci thuSc men nita, ba Garcia
déu khai man dé€ 14y tién cic cu. Cé diéu 1a ciing phai
c6 vai cu sdng sudt bi€t dugc viéc d6...nhung la lung 1a
khong c6 ai hé miéng phan nan...nhdt 12 v&i nhitng
ngudi ¢6 than nhin thudng dén diy thim vi€ng. Mary
suy nghi mai cling khong tim ra cau trd 10i.

Cho t6i mdt ngay thi bay, cu Phillips 8 budng s& 6
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¢6 ngudi con trai 6 xa vé thim. Khi néi chuyén véi ba
Garcia, 6ng ta thdy 6ng bd giy go qud, c6 hdi vé van dé
Am thuc, ba Garcia k€ trang giang dai hdi dd thi tr 12
sip ga, beef steak, khoai chién, ¢4 tuna v.v. Bong c6
mét lic, nhu cé dip tudng ba Garcia khong d€ ¥, 6ng cu
nhin con...hdi lic ddu trudc su ngac nhién clia 6ng con.
Nhung nhanh nhu cit, bd Garcia nhiu mat nhin lai cu
Phillips, khi€n 6ng cu bén Ién néi nho:

- “Cé da ci ddy...nhung gia rdi, in khong dudc bao
nhiéu.”

Ba Garcia cudi:

- “Ong yén tim tir bita t6i chiing t6i s& xin bdc si cho
cu moét loai vitamine ndo thich hop dé cu in
dugc...nhiéu hon,” Ba ta vira néi, vira cdi gan mit cu
Phillips, khé ti€p: “Cu yén 1dng chiy?”

Mary rat dé tim tdi trudng hgp nay, nhat 1a nhin thy
dnh mit cla cu Phillips nhin ngudi con ra khéi day...mot
dnh mit v6 cing lo 1ing!

Ba Garcia d€ tim ti€n khdch nén khong nhin thiy
Mary diing & cita phong lam viéc nhin ra.

Trua hoém sau, trong lic Mary dang lam viéc, bdng
nang nghe thiy nhiéu ti€ng 6n a0 ngoai phong #n. Nang
ra gan cilra, 1én xem c6 chuyén gi xdy ra. Lic d6, cu
Phillips mit mii xanh rdn, vita 6i ma, vira lin 16n dugi
sin nha, mit trgn ngudc, bot mép xui ra cd déng. Chung
quanh 13 cédc cu khdc, mit cu nao ciing hdt hodng, s¢
hai.

Lic d6, ba Garcia ditng giita nha, trirng mit nhin cy
Phillips, néi:
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- “P6, khdong nghe 181 t6i thi miy ngudi s& khén
khé...Phdi bi&t yén phan...t6i lo cho céc ngudi song vui
hét tudi gia & day...con hon cic ngudi s6ng vat vudng 3
céng vién. Pirtng mong con cdi ching né lo cho miy
ngudi.” Mit ba trgn ngugc, md tring tritng nhin titng
ngudi, v8i vé hung 4c, lanh lung, khic hin nhirng 15i diu
dang, mon trén khi ¢é mit thin nhin cla cic cu.

Thi ra vi cdi t6i hom trudc ma 6ng cu Phillips bi trirng
phat. Khi d6, cu Phillips run 1én titng chip, mit md
triing tritng, miéng van ti€p tuc nén khan. Mary khong
hi€u ba ta 1am cach gi khi€n cu Phiilips bi rdi vao tinh
trang song d&, chét d3 nhu vay.

Sau khi nhv muén dgi d€ moi ngudi thim don, ba
Garcia méi 14y ly nudc cam... ¢c6 sdng trén ban, sai mu
ngudi M& cho cu Phillips udng. Udng hét ly nudc do,
chirng mudi phiit, tinh trang cy Phillips dan din khi
quan hon...cy tinh lai...va nhu ngudi khéng c6 bénh tat
gi. Cdc cu gidi tdn vé phong, nhung tuyét nhién khong
c6 ai phan nan, binh phim gi vé 15i 1& cla ba
Garcia...nhu ho d3 biét su viéc tir 1au.

La thuec.

Mary vé phong 1am viéc, 1ong v6 cling hoang mang.
Nhiéu Iic, nang lo sg, khéng bi€t minh dang lam viéc
v6i hang ngudi nao...vi chiéu hdm d6, ba Garcia lai vui
vé, diu dang nhu chua hé c¢6 mot budi trua...nhu budi
truta hom dé.

Trong vién khéng c6 muén ngudi lam vudn, ngoai
mdt anh cdt ¢4 hang thdng t6i cho xe cit chay mdt vong
vuon sau. Ba Garcia thudng mang xéng, cudc ra vun bén
may gdc hoa. Ba ta n6i d6 13 cdi thd thanh nhd ma mot
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ngudi vao tudi cla ba rit thich. Vira gidi tri, vira d3 t6n
tién.

Ngay L& Gidng Sinh, nha huu dudng tung bitng nhon
nhip. M4y ca doan tr ddu t8i ca hdt cho céc cu nghe.
Thin nhan ciing nhu sd x3 hdi cif ngudi vao thim. Ba
Garcia chiéu dai hét sdc lich sy va rong rii. Pd in, thic
udng cho khach t6i dung diy 4p mdy ban. Ai ai ciing
nhin dudc qua khi€n ho déu tdm tic khen nggi ba
Garcia 1a ngudi tuy lam business, nhung dic bi€t cb
long gitp d3 céc cu trong tudi gia. Mary ciing thé, trudc
khi vé nghi hai ngay 1€, ba Garcia ting nang mdt hop
trang diém diy dd phin son, but ké 16ng may, nudc
hoa...va mdt chai nudc tdo, thit ma nang rat thich va hay
dugc udng & day sau mdi bifa in toi.

Ba Gracia than mit néi:

- “Vé nghi cho khde, mai mét con két todn s sach dé
minh khai thu€ 1gi tdc cudi nim. Mua nay khi hiu thay
d6i bat thudng, néu thiy bin than, chéng mit thi uéng
mét ly nude tdo nay sé& hét 1ién...c6 nhiéu vitamin, rat
t6t cho co thé cdc ba, cdc ¢6,” Ba ta nhdy mit: “Nhg,
diung c6 quén.”

La chua, trong hai ngay nghi, ding nhu 15i ti€n dodn
clia ba Garcia, cif dé€n chi€u...Mary lai cdm thiy ngudi
c¢6 gi bat 8n. Md héi todt ra, buén ndn, ngudi nhu khdng
cdn siic, chéng mat, bdi hodi tay chin. C6 1€ khi hiu
doc, nhu kinh nghiém clda ba Garcia, Mary nhd 13i ba ta,
v6i uéng mét ly nuée tdo, ndm nghi chitng mudi phuit,
nang trd lai tinh trang binh thudng, khée ru.

Cé6 gi la trong ly nuSc nay?

Mary nhin siu vao cdi ly nhiu may nghi ngdi.

31



%(7{ O%/(?% O%(M' 4/771 / / wevww . codllhiientlar .com
Ho Linh

Ngay tr8 lai lam viéc, Mary thdy c6 mdt ngudi ving
mat: dng Bob phong 6. Hinh nhu khong ai quan tdm téi
su ving mit ndy. Nhung dén cubi thdng, chi phi€u SSI
clia 6ng ta vin dugc lanh. C6 thé 6ng nay dugc thin
nhin d6n ra ngoai vao dip 1€, va chua trd vé ching.

Vu ving mit ctia dng cu Bob chua 1am cho Mary hét
ngac nhi€n thi hém sau, giudng clia 6ng Bob di c6 mdt
ong cu khdc thay thé. Ngudi mdi chi€m giudng cu Bob,
va cu ndy dugc 1am hd so vio chi€c giudng thi tu vo
hinh & trong phong.

Ong cu Wu 13 m6t ngudi Trung hoa, mit d3 md, trong
rit thi€u ndo va y&u dudi. C6 y ti c6 vao cho dng ta
mdt bich nudc bién sau khi dudc bac si khdm sdc khde.
C6 m6t van dé 1am moi ngudi ban tdn 13 cu nay cé mot
con ch6 den gia nua, truSc ddy van thudng din dudng
cho cu ta mdi khi ra ngoai. Nghe 15i khai thi cu 4y dang
d v48i mdt than nhin, nhung vi van aé cdng an viéc lam,
gia dinh no phdi don di ti€u bang khic...vd khong muén
dua cu Wu theo. Vi th€, ho méi dua cu ta vao diy. Mic
diu 6ng cu nin ni, ba Garcia khong chiu cho con ché &
trong vién huu dudng, ngudc lai, cu Wu khédng mudn cho
né vao sd giam giif sic vit Humane Society... cu s¢ con
vat thin yéu bi gi€t...vi chic chin trong ba ngay khong
¢6 ngudi nao xin con ché vira gia, vita xau xi d6 vé
nudi.

Cuébi cung, d€ giit khach hang, ba Garcia néi 1a gt
con ch6 cho ngudi ta nudi dum...khi ndo 6ng cu khéng &
day nita, s& 14y né vé. Nhung theo nhu Mary biét, ba
Garcia ching glti ai c4, ma di dudi né ra ngoai dudng.
Ai ciing bi€t mdt con ché 16n nhu thé, chay lang thang
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ngoai 16, chic chin cdnh sdt s& bdo cho s giam giit sic
vit bit né di tifc khic...

Chic ai cling biét viy, nhung déu gilf im ling.

Mia mua kéo tdi, tr8i sdp sui siing nudc. Tinh ra,
Mary lam & diy di sdu, b3y thang. Nang thdy cong viéc
coi b6 khong 1am 1adu dugc. Nhi€m vu tuy khong cé gi
vt vd, nhung tim than nang bat dn khi gip nhitng sy
viéc...cé vé bat thu’dng

Ong cu Bob vin chura vé, nhung chi phi€u cda 6ng cu
duoc linh tdi thing thit ba. Rdi t6i moét ngay, cu Wu
ciing khong con § diy nifa. i lic nao ma Mary khong
hay? Nhung ba Garcia vin khong ra 1énh cho nang bd
hd so clia dng cu vao danh sich nhitng ngudi di xuat
vién huu dudng. Trudng hgp cling khong khdc vdi 6ng
Bob khi trudc, nghid 1a cdc tim chi phi€u SSI vin vé
hang thdang.

ba cc’> liic, Mary 1én hdi chuyén nay véi cu Ken, m6t
ngudi § cung phong v&8i cu Wu, thi cu nay cudi, ngap
ngirng néi: "0, dng ta di ddu mic x4dc ong ta...thdc mic
lam gi cho ban tam..."

B4n tAm...? Con hon nifa...vi cudi thang do, chi phiéu
SSI ctia cu Wu vin dudc glri vio ngan hang cla vién
huu dudng.

MaAy ba gia thi hay bép xép lim. Mary 1an la né6i
chuyén véi ba Jenny & phong biy, gan cudi hanh lang.
Phong ngay hdi t6i tim, 4m thip, mdi khi cé dip 1a ba
ba thudng mudn ra ngoai vudn héng gié trong nhitng
ngay heé...va tim nidng vao nhitng trva mia thu...

L4y ban tay quat quat truSc miii, nhu muén xua dudi
cdi mui hoi théi trude mii, ba Jenny than:
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- “Ra ngoai thodng thyc, nhung nhiéu hom héi théi
qud,” Ba nhiin mili, lic ddu: “Khéng bi€t ba chd bén
cdy bing thd phin gi ma hdi...nhu mui céc ché&t!”

Ba chung phong Kelly cau may:

- “Nhiéu hém ching t6i khong ddm md cira s6 nita!”
Ba ta 14y tay quat khong khi truSc mili, ti€p: “Nhat 1a
vao nhitng ngdy mua xuéng, ning lén..nhu hém qua
ching han.”

Tuy néi th€, nhung miy cu khdng ddm than phién.

Mary bi€t ngoai phan bd "tudi", mot s& phin chifa
nhi€u chat uy-ré cling c6 mii hdi khé chiu...nhung may
cum hong thi ddu cin dén loai phan nay.

R6i mdt 181, trdi mua nhu trit nude, vi dang bi cim,
mu ngudi ME phdi nghi viéc, ba Garcia yéu ciu Mary &
lai vién giup ba ta mot vai dém.

T6i hdém d6, sau khi ngon dén cudi cing trong cic
budng tit, Mary bdng cdm thiy toa nha nhu tda ra mot
khong khi v6 cung lanh 1&o va bi mat. T4t cd nhitng thic
mdc, nhitng au lo ma nang tirng ¢ i truSc t6i nay hau
nhu khoi ddy cing lic mdt cdch rdt minh liét. Nang
thyc khé nhdm mit ndi, nhit 13 trong dém, thinh thodng
¢6 nhitng ti€ng i & clia may cu gid mé sing vang 1én
trong may diy hanh hanh lang ving vé. Pt nhién c6
tiéng ché tru bén ngoai hang gidu vudn sau nghe ron
ron dén ndi da gi. Mary hodng hdt vén man cia nhin ra
ngoai. Dudi d4nh dén vang vot, mua bay giing giidng,
nang thodng thay béng mot con ché den dang tim céch
nhdy qua b3 tudng d€ vao vudn. Con ché nao diy? Cia
ong gia Wu d6 chiang..NGS chua bi bt sao? C6 18 turdi
mua 16n qud, con ché khdng chiu ndi nén phai bd cudc.
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Tin thdi ti€t cho bi€t trJi vAn ti€p tuc mua cho tdi
cudi tuan, va ngay k€ ti€p. Ba Gracia t6i mudn hon moi
ngdy véi mot ngudi 1am mdi, mot phu nif trung nié€n t€n
Stephanie, dé thay th€ my Mé. Ba nay c¢6 vé hoi chim
chap, coi bd khéng phai la ngudi giip viéc chuyén
nghi€p nhung lam viéc c4n than hon mu ngudi 1am ci.
Viéc ning nhoc nhat 12 thay khin trdi giudng cho cdc cu
vio mdi budi sdng sdm, va khac mu ME trudc day, viéc
gi cling dugc ba Garcia d3 mot tay. Viéc sin séc thude
men, lo vé sinh di c¢6 hai c¢d y t4. Ba chd hau nhu mudn
gidm thi€u t6i da ngudi 1am trong vién. Vi keo kiét hay
vi 1y do nao khdc? Truyén ngudi ta, Mary thdy khong
nén dé tam t6i.

Bia Gracia mudn Mary & lai thém vai dém nita...Mary
nghi c6 1€ vi ba Stephanie 1a ngudi 1am mdéi chua ding
tin cdy 1im ching. Ba ta sé trd tién gi¥ overtime cho
nang. Mary thdy chuyén nay ciing khong trd ngai gi cho
nang nén vui vé nhan 15i.

Lan thit hai, Mary nhin 15i 8 lai ban dém tai day.

Budi trua, ba Garcia vio phong lam viéc clia Mary,
xem xét lai s& sich k€& todn trudc khi khai thu€ 1gi tdc.
Ba ta rdt vira ¥ khi thdy 1gi titc khai trong s6 sach khong
qué hai chuc ngan. Nhitng chi phi, nhat 1a vé tién trd
cho 6ng bac si va tién in & cla cdc cu 1a nhitng mén
tién khau trif quan trong.

V6 tinh, Mary budt miéng hoi:

- “Thua ba...nhitng cu khong con & diy...nhung pay
check clia ho vin dudc ky gli ngin hang trong truong
muc ctia vién...sg khdng 6n...n€u ba con mot trung tim
khéc thi nén chuyén né vé noi ho §...thi ding hon.”
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Ba Garcia tritng mit nhin Mary 1am niang hoi bdi rdi.
Mot ldce sau, ba ta noi:

- “T6i 1a chd...cd chi lam nhiing gi t6i giao phd, dirng
¢6 nhi€u truyén!” Ba ta cau c¢6, di lai trong phong, 14m
b&m: "Nhi€u chuyén...nhiéu chuyén!!!” Néi xong, ba
ding lai, nhin Mary nhu cdnh sdt nhin pham nhin.

Mary khong ngd ba ta bat binh dén nhu vy, nén voi
noéi:

- “Xin 18i ba...toi chi néi vi ...sy an toan vé phuong
dién thu€ m4 thoi. Néu ba khong bing 1dong, xin bé qua
cho.”

Ba Garcia khong néi gi nita, chi "hir" mot ti€ng rdi bd
di mot cach gidn dit.

Mary nhin sau lung ba ta, long hoi lo 1dng.

Bita com t6i hdm d6, Mary ngac nhién vi thay vi nuéc
tdo nhu moi khi, ning dugc udng mdt ly nudc cam.

Sau d6 chitng nita gid, Mary bdng cdm thdy trong
ngudi ndn nao khé chiu. Réi tinh trang nhoc, budn ndn
trd nén dit do6i dén dd nang thd khong ra hdi, dd #n bi
t6ng ra thoc thdo, vuong vai ddy nha, mui bdc 1én thuc
hoi him. Nang ndm lin trén thdm, 6m bung vt vi.
Pang lic ngat ngu, chgt c6 dién thoai ciia ba Garcia.
Chi nghe ti€ng trd 15i clia Mary, ba ta da bi€t nhitng gi
nang dang phdi chiu dung, nén cudi khiy, néi gin ting
ti€ng:

- “T nay ¢6 dirng ¢6 1dm chuyén...chi bi€t lam viéc,
cOn cdi miéng phai cAm lai n€u khéng cd s& phai séng
dd, chét d3 véi t61.” ,

- “Xin ba tha cho.” Mary chi dd hdi néi cau d6, rdi
budng dng nghe thd déc.
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Chirng nim phiit sau, nim phit ma Mary tudng dai
t6i may ti€ng dong hd, ba Stephanie mang vao cho nang
ly nudc tdo moi ngay. Ba ta t6i ning nang diy va giip
nang udng hét ly nudc. Ba ngudi 1am bd ra sau khi déng
clta phong, va d€ mic Mary nim nghi trén san nha.

Nim chirng nia gis, Mary ngdi diy dudc, nhung dau
6c con choang ving. Chirng mdt gid sau, nang mdi c6
thé ding 1én don dep mdy chd dd &n bi 6i ra lic trudc.
Sudt dém hém d6, Mary nim nghi vé hoan cdnh cilia
nang. Va biy gid...naing mé6i hi€u tai sao may cu trong
vién ndy...phdi im miéng. Nang nhd lai cinh 6ng gia bi
ba Garcia hanh ha trua hdm nao, tinh trang khong khac
nang hom nay...Mdi ngudi song trong nay, k€ ci nhilng
ngudi 1Am nhu nang, nhu my ME, nhu hai c6 y td di bi
uéng mot thit "déc duge” gi d6..ma né€u sau nay thi€u
nd, cd thé s& bi hanh ha nhu ning hom nay...N6 c6 thé
12 mot loai "drug" nhu cocaine chdng han...Chat nay
dudc pha trong cic ly nuéc d€ cdc nan nhan udng trong
mdt thdi gian dé€n nghién né...vad né€u bi ngung udng,
ngudi ta s& bi né "vat" cho ngit ngu nhu th€ dé. Mudn
thodt khdi cidnh nay...minh phai biét loai doc dudc nay
1a loai gi m@i..."hod gidi" dugc. Pém d6, Mary qua mét,
nén ngu thi€p di t6i sdng.

Ngay hom sau, ba Gracia trd lai vién, vui vé ching
khdc moi khi, coi nhu khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra.
Nhung, mdt quyét dinh méi cho Mary...]1a nang sé& dugc
mudn "full time" véi s6 luong khd 13 hai ngan rudi mot
thang. M&i tuan nang sé€ phai truc hai dém va phu giip
thém it viéc vSi ba Stephanie. Trong tinh thé nay, Mary
ciing phdi gid vd vui thich v8i quyét dinh d6. Khi chua
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bi€t 18 cdch nio thoit ra khdi diy, chua c6 @i bing cd
dé€ t5 cdo ba ta thi phdi yén phdn thi thudng cdi di.
Nang dinh bung sé& 1én 14y mot it nuSc tio vé dé mang
dua di phan tich xem trong d6 1a loai ma tiy nao gi, ¢6
bi€t rd mdi c6 thé im cach gidi...

Trdi mua sang ngay thit ba, budi sdng, bd Gracia cho
Mary bi€t ba dinh s& di vacation ba ngy, va yéu cau
Mary phdi & lai vién ban dém. Hai ¢6 y td 1am thém
viéc don giudng. Ong bac si tdi thim bénh rdi ciing vé
s6m. Nhung ba Stephanie thi bin rén mai téi khuya, va
v€ Iic nao Mary ciing khéng hay. Nang cim thdy minh
di 1am nhiéu viéc ngodi bSn phin chinh cda minh.
Nhung vi nha neo ngudi, nang ciing phai chdp nhin.

Ngay tht ndm thi moi vi€c trong vién hinh nhu ding
lai. Y t4 va bdc si déu nghi, ba Stephanie t6i don dep sd
qua i ciing vé€. Hinh nhu ho coi bdn phin clia Mary
phdi ti€p tuc & day cho d&€n khi ba Garcia vé. TéSi khuya,
gi6 thdi manh, sim chdp ddy tr&i. Mary sau khi kiém
sodt cdc cita trong vién, nang di qua cic phong, d€m
ting giudng c6 ngudi ndm. TAt cd, chi c6 hai muoi hai
ngudi hién dién. Nang trd vé phong lam viéc, mang s6
sdch ra do lai, méi thdy s6 ngudi ving mit nhu cu Bob,
cu Wu ¢6 t8i hon mudi ngudi...Cé ngudi tién social
security 1&én t6i hon mdt ngan. B4t chgt, Mary nhin t6i
cdi ngin kéo bi khéa kin..ma trudc diy ba Garcia 1én
cit hd so clia mot ngudi mang tén Michael, nang c6
ging gidt tht may lan, khong bung dudc & khéa, nhung
qua khe h3, nang thiy s8 hé so rit nhidu...ddn chit ngin
td. Tir d6, suy ra, s& hd so lanh tién 14u nay da cé tir
lau...va s6 tién chdc chin rat 16n.
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Béng c6 ti€ng ché tru bén ngoai. Mary nhd t6i con
ché den cia cu Wu. Nang hé clfa s6 nhin ra ngoai.
Chinh né! Con ché dang tim cdch nhdy vao vudn sau.
NE&u nhu moi 14n, con vt ndy s& chiu chét & bén ngoai
thdi. Nhung hdm nay, Mary thay ¢c6 mét canh ciy ngoai
dudng bi gi6 bé gdy, mot dau gic vao hang rao cla khu
vuon. Khong bao lau, con ché den khdam phd ra cach
qua hang rao...va cubi cing, nhd canh ciy nay, n6é nhdy
dudc vao trong vudn. Nhung né t6i diy lam chi? Mary
thic mic ty héi.

Ngoai kia, con ché den tru 1€n nhitng ti€ng nghe rgn
ngudi khi phéng qua bdn cd. Mary bi khudt tim nhin,
khong thdy dudc con vt nita, nhung nang vin nghe thiy
nhitng ti€ng gam gif clia né & mot géc vudn. C6 ti€ng la
6 clda ngudi nao d6 & mot trong cdc cin phong, chic vi
ngd mé. Muén duge yén bung, Mary md ciya di ra hanh
lang kiém sodt so qua cdc phong. Nang tdi cudi diy,
chgt nghe thdy cé ti€ng xi xao trong cin phong s&
sdu..cda 6ng gia Ken. Mary khé ddy cita nhin vio.
Nang sitng s6t khi thidy ba cu gid dang chém ra bén
ngodi clfa s8 trong lic trdi dang mua. Thay ti€ng dong,
ba ngudi gidt minh quay lai, nét mit s¢ hai khi bit gap
Mary trong phong.

Mary chay voi lai bén cita s, mét tay dinh kéo canh
clra d€ d6ng lai, miéng néi:

- “Trdi mua, cdc cu con md ca 1am gi viay? Bi triing
nudc, dau thi sao?”

Bdng c6 ti€ng ché tru 16n 1am Mary ngung ciu ndi,
phdn ¢ng ty nhién khi€n nang cling ghé nhin ra bén
ngoai. Dudi 4nh sdng dén roi xuéng tr mot cdt dién, con
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ché den dang vira cao béi, vira tru 1én nhitng ti€ng thdm
thi€t...nghe d€n rgn ngudi tai mdt X6 vudn. Mary ngac
nhién quay lai nhin ba cu gia:

- “Gi vAy cdc cu?’ Nang nhin miy 6ng gid 1am ho
ling ting.

Ong cu Tim 14c ddu:

- “Ciing khong biét, nhung n€u khong dudi né di...thi
1am sao ngd dugc”. Cu lic dau: “Nghe ghé rgn qui!”

- “C6 ra dubi né di...dum...”, Cu Ken lén ti€ng: “Hay
ta goi canh sit?”

Mary khong mudn l1am to truyén nhu viy, nén khé
néi:

- “Thdi, d€ tdi ra dudi né di.” Nang quay vao: “Cic
cu déng cita lai, tr vé giudng ngl dum cho.”

- “N6 coi vé dit diin 1im day, c6 phdi cdn than.” Cu
Ken chgt nhu nhd ra diéu gi, ti€p: "C6 dgi tdi mdt chiit
di...tdi tim cho ¢6 cdi dén bAm...minh c6 thé ditng xa, roi
dén, d€ n6 sg ma bd chay.” Ong luc ngin kéo ban nga,
16i ra cdi dén, bAm thi¥ vin con sdng t8t, trao cho Mary:
“Co6 dung né di...nhS cdn than.”

Mary cam 14y cdi dén bAm. Sdng ki€n thurc hay. Nang
bam th& may lugt, rdi mang dén di ra, miéng néi:

- “Cam on cu Ken. Théi cdc cu nghi di.”

Mary md cira sau, mot tay cam du, mot tay qud dén ra
phia trudc. Nang hoi buc minh khi thdy may phong c6
clra s8 nhin ra ngoai vudn déu md cd, va céc cu ciing
dang theo doi viéc clia nang. C6 thé vi long t6t, ho sg
nang gip rii ro ching.

Dudi tr6i mua 14t phat, Mary rut ré buéc xuéng vudn
¢4. Nudc lanh va siing, ngdp t6i c¢d chin lam nang giat
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minh. Nhung da tdi nudc nay thi phdi téi thdéi. Pang kia,
con ché gdm gt dit doi, hinh nhu khong biét t8i viéc
Mary dang dén gin né. Nang roi dén thing vao con ché
mdi lic mét gan...Cudi cung, con vat thdy dudc 4dnh
den, hodng hot bd chay. Khi cdi mong cda con ché
khong con che khuat géc vudn nita, Mary bit chgt thdy
mdt canh tay ngudi da bi béi khdi mit dat. Kinh hai tot
cing, nang thét 1én that thanh. Hinh nhu ciing di c6
ngudi nhin thdy cdnh tugng ngoai vudn, nén trong nhi
cling 4n 1én dit doi. Trong khi Mary thit thin, chin nhu
chon xudéng dat, thi tr trong nha, cé may cu con khde
manh v4i vang chay ra v6i nang.

Cudi clung, nhiéu dnh dén bim dudc roi tdi, moi
ngudi déu thdy minh khong con 1dm 1in: dudi dat cé
c¢hon mdt xdc ngudi!

Moi ngudi im ling, tinh thé€ thuc cing thing.

Bdng c6 ti€ng la 1én:

- “Piing...dlng 1do TAu gia Wu rdi,” Ong ta chen ra
phia trudc, chi xuéng canh tay 40: “C4i 40 ki€u Trung
hoa kia...mau xanh &y...”

- “Pung...cu a4y noi khong sai.” Cé ti€éng ngudi hila
theo.

Lic nay, moi ngudi méi nghi tdi con ché den:

- “Con ché!” Ong gia Ken ditng sau Mary budt miéng
n6i 16n khién moi ngudi déu ddo dic nhin quanh cing
v6i nhi€u d4nh dén baAm soi lung tung trong vudn. Ngudi
ta tim ra né dang ditng run & gilta vudn, rén 1én u . Sy
tinh khén va trung thanh cda loai vat nay nhiéu khi la
lung dén d6 khé ai hiu duge: N6 biét chi né gip nan
ma tim tGi!
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Bdng trong dau Mary thodng m6t ciu hdi: “Bay gid
phdi lam sao?” '

Giira lic d6, cu Ken ciing héi 16n:

- “Nao, bay gid phdi lam gi? Bdo cdnh sit chi?” Cu
nhin moi ngudi chd ddi ciu tra 10i.

Mary hdi cau may suy nghi. Nhung nang thiy khong
thé ditng ngoai trdi mua ban chuyén nay dudc, nén néi:

- “Xin vao trong nha di..mua lai 16n 16i.” Vira néi,
nang vira qud dén ra phia tda nha, rdi t¢ minh budc vé
truée. Cac cu kia khong néi gi, cling theo nang trd vao.

Ngon dén 16n trong phdong khach dugc bit 1én. Hinh
nhu cdc cu trong vién déu t€ tyu dd. Cdc cu dng ban 16n
ti€ng, trong khi cic cu ba chi xim lai xi x&o, chd dgi.

Mary khé& hing giong d€ cidc cu chi ¥ va yén ling,
nang mdi noi:

- “Thua quy vi, chuyén d3 dén nudc nay...ching ta
khong thé yén ling dugc nita,” Nang nhin quanh:
“Nhung phdi 1am gi trudce thi phai ban.”

Cu Ken phit bi€u trudc:

- “Hién chiing ta phat gidc ra x4ac cia cu Wu, nhung
bi€t ddu con nhitng ngudi khdc. Vay, c6 Mary va mot
vai ngudi nita trd ra vudn sau xem xét lai...truSc khi
minh bdo cdnh s4t,” Ong nhin qua Mary nhu muén nang
cho y kién.

C6 ti€ng i rim, giong dan ba ngip ngirng:

- “Thoéi di... khong lai khd véi ba ta...”

Ong Ken gat di:

- “T61 khoéng sg. C6 chuyén gi...s€ c6 nha chic trach
lo cho chiing ta... N&u kh6éng vach mit mu Garcia nay,
cudi cing cling ¢6 ngay chiing ta mAt x4c thoi.”
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- “Hir, dau s6ng dugc bao nim nita ma gay ric r6i cho
khd than!” Ba Jacklyn théu thao cho y kién.

- “Phdi dfy...th6i di.” MOt vai ngudi déng tinh khé
noi.

- “Khong dugc, minh bi€t ma khéng t& cdo...mai nay
cdnh sit bi€t dugc minh ciing khdong khdi lién luy.”
Mary néi 16n: “T6i ciing bi ‘thudc’ nhu moi
ngudi...nhung t61 khong sg.”

Im ling.

Mary 13 ngudi tré va lanh 1gi nhit & day, cdc cu déu
¢hd dgi ¥ ki€n clia nang khién niang khong thé tit chédi
vai trd 1dnh dao. Vi th€, sau khi suy nghi, ning néi:

- “Bay gid chiing ta chua bi€t ai, n€u bdo cdnh sit
ngay, khong thé khong bi ho 16i titng ngudi ra hdi cung,
nhit 13 nhitng ngudi con khdée manh. Chd dé€n ngay mai,
chic chin s& c6 bién chuyén..lic d6, ta méi c6 dau
moi.” Ning nhin tiing ngudi, ti€p: “Nhit 13 cdc cu
ba...khong dugc bép xép, n€u khong ngudi kia biét, s&
thdo chay...thi hdng viéc. Cdc ngudi ma't tich khdc ct dé
sau hday hay.”

Mary di tinh nghi mo6t ngudi nhung chwa mudn néi ra.

- “N&u ngay mai sat nhin chua xuit hién?”’ Cu John
giong ngdp ngiing héi trong khong.

- “Khdng 1au diu...ngudi nao 1a thd pham...cic cu cd
dé t6i lo, vi th€ ndo ho ciing phdi ti€p xic vdi tdi trudc
tién. Nhé tuyét ddi kin miéng.”

Moi ngudi suy nghi mdt chip ciing khong ai ¢6 ¥ kién
khéc hon.

Mary néi nhu ra I€nh: ,

-“Vay, mdi cdc cu vé phongcd di ngi dum cho,”
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