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Nang quay lai cu Ken: “Mdt vai cu di véi tdi trd ra
ngoai vudn...d€ vui lai cdi xdc cu Tau,” Nang dua mit
nhin quanh.

Cu Ken, cu John tinh nguyén theo nang.

Chua bao gid Mary gidp trudng hgp kinh khing nay.
Nang ding roi den cho hai dng cu chén lai cdi tay cla
cu Wu.

- “N€u tr&i khdng mua d€ dat i ra, con ché kia cling
khong bdi ndi cdi tay nay 1&én.” Mary bdng hdi trong
khong: “N6 dau?” Nang nhin ddo didc chung quanh.
Hinh nhv con vat di 1am xong bdn phin "t6 cdo vu 4n
mang dé trd thd cho chii” xong rdi, nén di bd di dau
mAt.

Cu Ken thd manh, néi:

- “Ch6 1a con vat tinh ranh kinh khiing...t6i chiu né!”

Ba ngudi di vao nha sau khi ban dit tr& lai y nhu
khong bi dao x46i.

Suét dém d6, Mary khdng sao ngd dudc. Chic chin
nhiing 4n mang tru6c diy, n€u ba Garcia khong chd
muu thi cling ddng 16a...vi chinh ba 1a chd...cdi vién huu
dudng nay...Con vai trd cia ba Stephanie, ngudi phu nit
trung nién mdi t6i.. k€ tif ngay..mu M& ving mit. A, mu
nay th€ nao diy...con séng hay ciing...dd nim & géc
vudn r6i? Ba Stephanie nay Mary khong thdy ba Garcia
gigi thiu 1a gi..ma vi ving mu M€, Mary cif tudng la
ba ta tdi thay cho ngudi lam cii, nhung biy gid Mary
mdi thdy la 13 nhitng viéc trudc day chi ¢6 minh mu M&
lam, bay gid cd ba Garcia ciing phdi d3 tay véi ba
Stephanie.

Trude, Mary nghi 13 ba ta chi din cong viéc, bay gid
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thi can suy nghi thém nhitng gid thuy&t khdc!

Sdng hom sau, Mary chua ra khdi phong da thay tiéng
dip ctta. Nang giat minh khi thAy mu Lucia xuit hién
trudc clra phong, yéu ciu Mary mdi hét moi ngudi tu
tip tai phong khich d€ 6ng bdc si c6 viéc can phai
thong bdo v48i moi ngudi.

Mary ra ngoai di thdy c6 mit cd 6ng bic si dang ngdi
v3i mot dong gidy tS ngoai phong khich, Mary di ting
phong dé thdng bdo v6i moi ngudi, déng thdi cling din
tat cd phdi binh tinh va tin tudng noi nang.

Sau khi thdy di diy dd, 6ng bdc si mdi nhin moi
ngudi mot thodng réi cham rdi néi:

- “Vién huu dudng nay 1a mdét cong ty da dugc thanh
1ip hon mudi nim nay..ma ba Garcia Martinez chi 1a
quan ddc. Trong nhitng nim diéu hanh, dugc Board of
Directors tin nhiém nén di c¢6 nhi€u hanh vi vugt quyén
va pham phdp nhu khai man tién Medical, 1anh nhitng
chi phi€u clia nhitng ngudi da khong con & trong vién
nita, cit xén thuc pham v.v. Hién nhitng viéc 1am 4m
mudi ndy di bi ngudi 1am 13 ba Lucia day t6 cdo véi
ching t6i.” Ong ta chi my M&, ti€p: “Vi th€ ma ba hdém
trudc, 14y cd di vacation...nén di tron di ddu mat.”

Ong ta ngung lai, nhin moi ngudi, rdi tiép:

- “Ching tdi s& bdo v6i cdnh sit d€ truy t6 ba
ndy...vé nhitng hanh vi pham phdp trén...”

R&i 6ng nhin sang ba Stephanie:

- “Tir nay, ba Stephanie sé& tam thdi thay ba Garcia dé
diéu hanh cong viéc & diy cho dén khi c¢6 ngudi thay
th€. Quy vi khong phdi lo gi, tit cd tinh trang & diy s&
dudc c3i td t6t dep hon.” '
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Khong d€ moi ngudi néu thic mic, dng bédc s vira néi
xong lat datra vé.

Mary khoéng ngd sy vi€c xay ra nhu viy.

Budi t6i, sau khi in com xong, Mary trd lai noi 1am
vi€c clia ba Garcia. Trén ban, moi dung cu vian phong
vin cdn y nguyén k€ cd cudn s6 hen, khong c6 vé& gi
nhu ngudi sifa soan mdt cudc di xa, vinh vién khong tré
lai nita. Mary t0 md rd miy trang cudn lich dé ban,
nang ngac nhién vi miy chit ghi voi trén t& lich trudc
vai hdm ba Garcia di: "Apple, orange juice ?

124 Elm St."

Sao lai ¢6 dau héi sau chit apple, orange? Mary chgt
nghi ra 12 chiéu nay...khong ai bi nén mia, c6 nghia 1a
trong nudc cam, tdo moi ngudi udng vaAn cb
"thuc"..Bidy gid, v6i dadu hdi ndy..phdi ching
chinh...ba Garcia...cling khdng bi€t gi vé chdt thudc pha
trong nhitng thd nudc nay, nghia 1 ngudi pha thudc
khdng phai 1a ba ta? Viy 1a ai day.

Cidi dia chi nao diy...c6 lién hé gi t6i nudc udng? Noi
ban hay noi ngudi trong vién huu dudng téi 18y ?

Mary trd vé phong, nim suy nghi mii vé viéc bd tron
clia ba Garcia ciing nhu van dé ddnh thudc moi ngudi
trong vi€én. Bén ngoai, trdi khong mua I6n, nhung c6 gié
to. Béng tir ngoai hang rao sat, c6 ti€ng ché tru...thdm
thi€t. Nang buc bdi hé man cfa nhin ra. Vin con ché
den clia 10 Wu. Vai dém nay, Mary rat buc bdi vi con
ché qui quédi nay. C6 1€ nang phdi goi canh sdt bit nd di
s& Humane Society cho rdi.

Sdng hom sau 12 thd t trong tudn, 6ng bac si t6i
khdm bénh nhu moi khi. Hai ¢d y t4 vin hoat ddng binh
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thudng. Mu M& t6i mudn, dem theo thyc phdm va dd
diing trong nha, ké ca nhiing binh nuéc cam va tdo, loai
I3n. Tir xa, Mary 1én nhin nhitng ¢ chai, ndi gan nhitng
¢di nip day, nhung khéng phin nhin dugc chai 432 md
rdi hay chua. NhS t6i cdi dia chi trén t§ lich cia ba
Giarcia, Mary néng 1ong mudn tim hiéu sy viéc...vi, néu
khong c6 gi thay ddi, th€ ndo nhitng ngudi trong vién
cling s& bi canh sit chit van vé nhitng viéc m& d4m cla
ba Garcia. Nhin lic moi ngudi dang ban cong viéc cia
ho. Mary 14y xe chay ra phd. Mugdi 1am phit sau, Mary
di tim ra dia chi 124 Elm St. Nang kinh ngac ding trudc
c¢di bing hiéu Johnson & Son Laboratory. Thi ra diy la
mét vién bao ché€ va thit nghiém! Ba Garcia ghi dia chi
nay lam gi? Nhé miu nudc tdo Mary 18y miy bia
nay...dinh mang di thit nghiém con d€ trong xe, nang
bbng lién tudng t6i ¥ dinh cia ba Garcia...biét ddu ba
iy ciing c6 muc dich khong khdc gi nang..l]a mudn
bi€t...ngudi ta di dung loai "drugs" ndo dé...dau doc
moi ngudi...ma bi€t diu...chinh ba ta ciing da bi khé vi
né...? Mary trd lai xe, 14y miu nudc tdo, dua vao trong
nha Lab. nhd phan tich dim.. Ngudi nhin mau hang 18y
tén, dia chi va sd dién thoai cia Mary d€ tién lién lac
sau khi viéc phan chat dudc hoan tat.

Lic trd vé, Mary c6 ghé qua mdt Pharmacy cung phd
Elm d€ mua may thi can dung. Trong khi tim cic loai
hang, Mary sitng s§ khong ngd gdp ba Stephanie trong
tiém nay. Ching 1€ mét ngudi dugc s nhu ba ta..lai
chiu t6i gildp vi€c cho ba Garcia? Luc ding trudc quay
trd tién, Mary thdy ba Stephanie vui vé héi thim cdng
viéc trong vién huu dudng. Mary mang chuyén 6ng bic
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sT n6i v8i moi ngudi ngay hém trudc cho ba Stephanie
nghe...ba ta mim cudi, git diu...nhu ngudi di tirng biét
nhitng chuyén d6 truSc. Bdng c6 dién thoai reo, ba
Stephanie dang dinh tinh tién v6i Mary thi b ngang dé
nghe.

- “Xin 161 m&t chit nhé,” Ba ta néi v6i vdi Mary trude
khi cam 6ng nghe.

Trong lic chs dgi, Mary ling 1& nhin 16 ding. Bt
chgt, nang thodng thdy 4nh mit ba Stephanie nhin ning
mot cdch khdc thudng, ring ba ta cit chit méi dudi, dau
gt gat lién hdi. Mary bdng cdm thay hdi hop...nhit 1a
tu lic d6, ba Stephanie khdng con cudi vui vdi nang
nira, ma ¢6 vé cau cé, buc boi.

Mary mang cdi tAm trang bt an d6 vé tSi vién huu
dudng.

Budi t8i, Mary mdi hai cu John va Ken sang phong
1am viéc, mang chuyén budi sdng ra chia xé vdi hai
ngudi.

Cu John néi ngay:

- “Nhu vay, ngudi "thudc” chiing ta khong thé 1a ba
Garcia..ma c¢6 1€ 1a cdi me Stephanie hay...chinh cha
bac si kia. Hon nifa, n€u ba Garcia ciing bi "thuéc" nhu
ching ta, sao ba ay lai ddm...bd tdn nhu vay?” Cu ha
giong, n6i nhd: “Cé nhiéu uin khic?”

Cu Ken gat di:

- “Ong néi nghe ghé vay? 6ng ta c6 10i 16¢ gi chi?
May cdi check c6 1a bao...d€ 6ng ta phdi lam viéc that
dic nhu vay?” :

Mary lic dau, néi nhd:

- "Tai cu khong biét théi..."

48

Nhan Sdc Mdy Dj

i Nang néi chdm rdi dé gy ché ngudi nghe chi ¥:

- "Theo t6i, v6i viéc gian 14n medicare, tién thudc,
trung binh mudi ngudi mdt ngay, trong mudi nim qua,
khong phdi 1a nhd... P6 1a chua ké chi phi€u SSI hang
thdng, in bét tién chg...”

- “Ngudi ta di noi khéc...cling 1anh...thi lam sao & diy
lanh dudc nita? Trir phi ho...chét!” Cu Ken cii tdi day
v néi tdi ti€ng 'chét’ khi€n c3 ba déu giadt minh nhin
nhau yén ling. Nhitng ngudi trudc thi khong ké...con
nhitng cu nhu cu Wu ching han...thi chét vi bénh gi, lic
nao khong ai hay...hodc c6 ngudi bi€t nhitng bi mat d6
ma khoéng ddm ndi ra.

Cu John git gu, nhin Mary, néi:

- “Ngoai chiing t6i ra, con nim ngudi khdc lién can l1a
cd, ba Garcia, ong béac si, ba Stephanie..vd mu M&
Lucia. Ai chd dbng, ai phu gitip. Theo nhu 6ng bic
si...thi ngudi lam viéc gian 14n la ba Garcia. Ong ta
khéng néi téi...c6 ai déng 15a khong ciing nhu ching
nhic t6i viéc nhitng ngudi khdc vi sao ma ving mit bd
di ndi khdc hay...di chét.”

Mary nghe cu John nhic ti tén minh trong s& nhitng
ngudi c6 thé bi tinh nghi, nang khdng chiit bdi rdi, néi:

- “Né&u 6ng ta mudn don tat ci tdi 16i cho mot ngudi
ving mit 12 ba Garcia mét cdch chic chin nhu vay...thi
c6 hai gid thuy€&t, mot 1a 6ng ta khd...bi ngusdi khéc sai
khién...hai 13 6ng ta 13 ngudi chii muwu, va mudn chay
t6i,” Mary nhin hai cu gia, n6i mdt cich quyét liét: “Vé8i
viéc khdm pha hém nay, ti tin chic ba Garcia khong
phdi 1a ngudi chi muu, ngudi nay theo t6i, chinh la
ngudi di danh "thudc" moi ngudi, va ba Garcia ¢6
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ching chi 12 mdt ddng 16a ma thdi. Va néu ba ta bi bit,
khai hét su thyc...thi 6ng bac si va ba dugc si kia...cling
khong tranh khdi 1ién luy.”

- “Vay tai sao dng bac si dam di t6 cdo ba Garcia.”
Cu Ken v6i néu thic mic, nhin moi ngudi, réi ngip
ngitng: “Trif phi...6ng ta tin chic 1a cinh sit khong thé
tim dudc ba 4y...”

Cu John budt miéng;:

- “Piing, trir phi ba ta ché&t rdi...”

- “Nghia 1 ciling ¢6 thé...d3 bi ngudi chd muu thi
tiéu!” Mary néi tring ra ¥ nghi clia minh: “Va ngudi c6
th€ 1am dugc chuyén nay dé dang nhat 1a..ba
Stephanie.”

- “Nhung tai sao khéng lam tif tru§c ma mai cho téi
bay gid?” Cu Ken thic mic.

- “T6i nghi ra rdi. C6 thé vi ba Garcia dwa miu nuSc
di phan chit d& tim xem nd 14 loai ndo d€ chifa tri mong
thodt khdi su kiém tda cla ngudi chi muu rdi khdng
may ngudi dé bi€t dugc nén sg bi bai 16 danh phai ra
tay trudc,” Cu nhin hai ngudi: “Téi néi th€ cé 1y
khong?”

Nghe 13i gidi thich cia cu John, Mary bdng nhé tdi
cdi nhin sic nhu dao ma ba Stephanie nhin nang lic
nghe dién thoai...va thdi dd lanh lung clia ba 4y sau d6,
chgt sg hai, néi: ‘

- “Nay hai cu...ldc t6i mang hang t6i tinh tién, ba ta
rat vui vé hdi chuyén ching ta..nhung khi vira nghe
dién thoai ba ta nhin t6i mot cach la lung, khé dién t3
khién t6i lo s hét sic. Bi€t dau dé chinh 1a dién thoai
ciia bon bén phong Lab bdo cdo vé 16i vdi ba ta?”
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- “Piing rdi, bon d6 dd thong dong vdi nhau...nén ba
Garcia lam gi 13 ching bi&€t h&t,” Cu John vd hai tay lai
vdi nhau d€ bay td thdi d6, rdi ti€p: “MAay ngay trudc ba
ta 161 day 1a c6 muyc dich theo déi ba Garcia...cht mot
dudc sT nhu ba ta, ai chiu 1am nhitng viéc v6 van trong
¢di vién huu dudng nay,” Quay sang Mary, 6ng cu than
mit: “Co phai coi chirng khi ¢6 mat ba ta § day!”

Trdi vita hirng déng, hai ¢6 y td da danh thdc Mary
diy. Ong béc si ddi nang ngoai phong kham bénh. Hém
nay ong in mic chinh t€, chi€c 40 choang tring con trén
mic 40 & vach tudng. Sau khi Mary chao va dudc dng
mdi ngdi, 6ng ta mdi 14y giong rit 6n ton, nhung trang
nghi€ém, néi:

- “Ba Stephanie s& dén sip x&p lai cdc van dé trong
vién, nhung trong lic nay, t6i mudn cd tam lo cdc cong
viéc thudng ngay, nhat 12 vé dém, khi 8 day khong c6
l.ucia ciing nhu hai c6 y td. Cong ty sé& di€u chinh lai
luong bSng ctia cd6 mot cich xing ding,” Ong li€c mit
sang nang mot c4i rat lanh, roi ti€p: “Nhit 12 hom nay,
canh sat s& d&€n day diéu tra vé vu mu Garcia bd trdn.”

Mary gidt minh khi nghe néi cdnh sat t6i day. Cdi
thic mic trong 1dng nang t¥ may hém nay 12 tai sao ba
Garcia khong mang ndéi vu t6 cdo vdi nha chic
trach...ma lai phdi di thit nghiém nu6c uéng mot minh?
Nhung...ning d3 c6 mdt chiit nghi ngd khi thdy ngay
phong Lab ciing thong déng vSi bon nay...thi nhitng anh
canh sdt ngheéo dia phuong sao tranh khdi bi mua chudc?
C6 thé ba Garcia mudn thi€t 14p mot hd so véi diy da
chiing c¢d d€ dua noi vu di xa hon nhung khéng ngd. Vi
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th€, Mary nghi minh phdi thin trong truéc khi hanh
dong. Do d6 nang 1€ phép néi:

- “Thua bdc si, tdi rdt cdm on dng dd cat nhic cho.
Moi truyén & vién vao budi t8i, xin 6ng dirng lo, toi s&
c0 ging di€u hanh t6t dep tdi khi...vién c6 modt Gidm
Pdc méi,” Réi nang thodng nhin ra clta, hdi: “Thua bic
§T, bao gi¥ cdnh sdt s& 16i...d€ t6i con sip x&p cho cdc
cu lan lugt ra gap ho?”

Ong béc sT gat diu hai 1ong, néi:

- “Sau gi¥ khim bénh. A con mét diéu nay nita. Tu
nay, chiing ta s&€ phdi lam an didng...luat, nghia 12 ¢6 chi
ddi tién medicare clia cdc cu nhitng khi dudc t6i "thim"
bénh thdi.” Ong ta nhin manh: “Nghia 12 mdi 1in...tdi
t6i...phong ciia ho chit khong cin phdi c6 nhitng trj liéu
nhu tham mach, cho toa...Nhitng viéc thudc bénh 1y nhu
do mdu, do nhip tim cia cdc y td ciing dudc tinh tién
dang hoang.”

Thi ra, thay vi trudc kia...thim bénh 'ma’, biy gid, dng
bic si s& phdi mat chit cong dén cdc phong 'hi' mot
ti€ng dé€ tinh tién!

Khi Mary trd v€ ndi 1am viéc, tai cdc phong, hai cb y
td da bdt dau lam viéc. Cic cu déu lin luot dugc lo
nhitng viéc cdn ban y khoa, ké ci can, do..Mu Mé
Lucia cling da c¢6 mat trong nha in lo bita sing. Mary
nghi ho muén mdt man trinh dién...dé cinh sit t6i...]am
b4 cdo. Rat may Ia t6i hdm qua, Mary va cdc cu di hoi
¥ v6i nhau, giif kin viéc c¢6 nhitng xdc chét trong vudn
sau. Vi né€u cdnh sdt bi&t truSc khi thii pham chinh xua't
hién thi moi tdi sé& chi d8 1&én diu...ba Garcia...ma c6 thé
cd nhitng ngudi t6 gidc nhy Mary hay cu John nita.
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Khong cin biét ding hay sai, cdnh sdt ci md cudc di€u
tra vé minh d4, cling di phién phuc rdi.

bing mudi gid, du trdi mua ra rich, moét di€u tra vién
vd hai hai cdnh sdt da ¢6 mit tai phong khach vién huu
dudng. Titng ngudi, tirng ngudi dudc mdi ra 13y 15i khai
v¢ ba Garcia.

Mary 13 ngudi dugc héi sau cling vé nhitng s8 sdch
ma nang lam trong thdi gian ba Garcia con § trong vién.

- “Thua 6ng diéu tra vién, tdi khong phdi 1a thi quy
cda vién, ma chi dugc muén nhu mét ngudi bookkeeper,
ghi chép nhitng dit kién ding nhu ngudi chd dua cho t6i
ma théi,” Mary chi vio hd so nhitng ngudi vidng
mat..ma chi phi€u vin vé va dugc gii vao truong myc
cla vién, rdi ti€p: “Tuy nhién, ciing di c¢6 1dn t6i thic
mic vé& mot vai trudng hgp..cla cdc vi ving
mit..nhung ba Garcia di nghiém nghi dua t6i vé
v4i...nhiém vu chinh cda t6i.”

Hinh nhu d3 c6 dinh kién tir trudc, nén ngudi diéu tra
vién khong hach hdi gi vé nhitng 1y luin nang dua ra dé
tranh trich nhiém. Vi th€, ong ta git diu:

- “Tdi hiéu...tdt ¢ nhitng viéc 1am 4m mudi nay déu
do m&t minh ba Garcia chiu trdch nhiém...cho dé€n khi
bit dugc ba ta lic d6, van dé ai lién can méi sdng t3...”
Ong ta mim cudi d& dii, nhin dng béc si, ti€p: “May 1a
bic si bao cdo cho chiing t6i bi€t...nhung chi ti€c 13 thd
pham di cao chay xa bay...nén chiing tdi s& phdi vat va
mot chit théi.”

Ngung mdt l4t, dng ta nhin c4c cuy, tiép:

- “Chiing t6i cAm on sy gitip d3 cda cdc cu,” Ong bic
sT git dau: “N€&u cdnh sdt khong sdng sudt thi ching t6i
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cling khong tranh khéi lién luy.”

- “DAau ¢6 ai sdng & cdi town bé nhd nay ch3 biét uy
tin cla bac si. Chung t6i ¢8 ging tim ra thii pham dé béc
sT hai 1ong vé codng viéc clia canh sit.” Ong diéu tra
vién quay sang cdc cu: “BAy gid, cudc diéu tra cia
ching t6i tam ngung & diy, cdc cu ci yén tim nghi
ngoi, khong phdi bin tAm gi cd...ai lam, ngudi dé phai
chiu th6i.” N6i riéng v4i Mary: “Ca cd Mary nifa, ching
tdi cling cdm on sy cdng tac clia cd vdi cdnh sat, ¢b ci
vui vé lam viéc vdi bac si & diy.”

Sau khi cdnh sdt ra vé, c6 ddng di moi ngudi trong
vién, 6ng bac s nghiém nghi néi:

- “TU nay, moi ngudi chim ditt ban tdn vé vu ba
Garcia, C6 Mary tam lo viéc trong vién cho téi khi
ching t6i tim dugc mét vi gidm ddc méi. By gid xin
mdi qui cu v€ phong nghi. Cdm on tit c3.”

Moi ngudi ling 1& gidi tdn. Mary thdy c6 rit nhiéu
thi€u sét trong viéc diéu tra nay, nhat 1a sy dot nhién
viang mit cda nhiing cu 8 diy ma khong ai biét di di
dau. Cinh sdt khong hé nhic t6i. Nhung thdy sy kinh
trong cda ddm cénh sdt d6i v6i dng bac si, Mary ngim
hi€u 1a ho d3 danh cho 6ng ta tt cd moi sy d& dii ma
chi quy t6i vé mot minh ba Garcia ma thdi. N&éu tim
dudc ba ta va ndi vu dugc dua ra toa, sy viéc s€ vO clung
ric roi. Hinh nhv ai ciing mudn ciu chuyén yén di. C6
thé vi vay, viéc truy ni ba Garcia ciing khong git gao
va ba ta nhd th€ ma thodt nan cling chua biét chirng.
Con cdc ngudi chdn trong vudn thi 1am sao diy?

Trong tinh thé€ nay, Mary ciing chua biét gidi quyé&tra
$a0.
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Sau khi 6ng béc sT va hai c6 y t4 dd vé hét, bita com
trifa moi ngudi An rat vui vé, ai cling coi nhu vira thodt
nan,

Moi chuyén tam yén.

Cu John 1én vao phong Mary. L€ ra, v6i nhiém vu
mdi clia nang, cu John khong cin phdi lam v4y. Nhung
13 trét o1, Mary ciing theo 13i cu, déng clra phong 1am
viéc lai cho kin d4o:

- “T6i nghi, 14n sau cu c¥ dudng hoang gip t6i.”

- “Khong, lic nay minh cang cin phdi cAn thin, nhit
1a ¢6.” Cu phan ddi ¥ ki€n clia Mary, rdi néi nhd: “Vi,
hién cd 12 ngudi biét qua nhiéu!” :

Mary gidt minh khi cu John néi cAu "ngudi bi€t qud
nhiéu" tic déng nghia v4i viéc "can phdi thanh todn
minh", nén noéi:

- “Cu n6i phdi d6..tdi quén mat!” Mary hoi hot
hodng.

- “Tinh hinh nay, tdi tin d€n chin muoi phan trim...1a
ba Garcia di bi ho thd tiéu...ma ngudi k€ ti€p sé& 1a co!”

- “Trai! Thyuc sao?” Mary sg hai thuc su.

- “N&u c6 khdng c¢6 mit & diy nifa, ho s& thii tiéu tat
c4 hd so rdi néi co 1a ddng 16a véi ba Garcia...sd bi bai
16 nén thi tiéu tang ching r6i tau thodt thi sao day?” Cu
John néi v8i mot giong rat tin tdng. :

- “Vay...cu nghi phai 1am sao?” Mary mat tinh than,
héi mot cAu ma nang twdng minh rat thau triét van g€,
va di ¢6 1ap truong didt khoat tir 1au.

Cu John lic dau:

- “Ciing chua biét dudc..nhung..minh phdi cin
than...d€ xem 'bén kia' ho hanh ddng ra sao, nhat 1a muy

1
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Stephanie.” Cu John nhic t6i bd dugc s mdt cdach
khong con kinh trong nira.

Mary c6 14y binh tinh d¢€ tim c4ch tho4t hiém:

- “Né&u mu Stephanie c¢6 hanh dong gi, minh phai bt
qud tang mdi dudc, nhat 12 phdi 1am ra 1& v6i cinh
s4t...d€ bon ho khéng che chd cho nhau dugc. Cu thdy
dé, bay gid minh méi hi€u tai sao ba Garcia khdng ddm
t8 cdo ho. Nhung trong viéc nay xin cu phdi rit thin
trong nhat 13 d8i vdi cdc cu ba ho cé thé 1am hu truyén
clia minh rdi chét ¢ ddm.” Nhung Mary bi€t din vay la
thita vi cu John dd ching t3 cu can thin hon cd nang
nira.

- “T6i s€ chi tinh todn vGi cu Ken théi. Cu ta hai
nhit...nhung t6i da c¢6 cdch doa thém khi€n cu ta sg ma
phai hgp tdc v8i minh.”

- “Con cédc xdc chét § vudn sau?” Mary ngip ngiing
héi.

- “Tly cJ Ung bién. Minh d3 trét khéng bdo cdo vdéi
cdnh sdt lic sdng, biy gid viéc phanh phui lai cang khé
khin hon. T6i nghi ngd c6 gi dudi basement...nhung tiéc
13 minh chua khdm phd ra th6i.”

Cu John vé phong. Mary tim cdch m& dudc cdi ngin
kéo c6 nhitng hd so clia nhitng ngudi ving mit ma van
c6 chi phi€u vé. Con s6 1én tdi hon hai chuc ngudi.
Nang c4n thin gidu di mdt noi kin ddo hon.

Budi chiéu, bdng ba Stephanie xuit hién trong phong
1am viéc cla ong béc si. Lic d6, cic cu déu di riit vo
phong hoic dé xem TV, hoic ngl sém. Ong cu John g5
clta phong Mary khi€n nang giit minh.

- “Cb coi chirng...Tai sao mu ta lai d€n day vao gid
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ndy?” Cu John nhic chirng Mary.

Mary ciing hoi bdi r8i vé€ viéc ba Stephanie dén day
vdo chiéu hém. Nang suy nghi mot chiit, ri néi:

-“Khong vao hang hiim sao bit dugc cop con...Tdi s&
thi mang véi mu ndy. Xin cu theo ddi dum. Né&u tdi ¢6
bi myu ndy ra tay hai nhu cu néi budi sdng thi trudc hét
hdy bdo véi cdnh sit dé 1am sao minh bit dugc tai trin
viéc lam phi phdp clia my ta minh méi mong phanh phui
dugc ndi vu.” Mary néi véi mot giong qui quyét.

- “C6 dang d€ c6 liéu nhu vay khdéng?” Cu John hdi
lai v6i tat cd su quan tAm than tinh.

- “N6i th€ chit chic khong dén ndi nao ddu, nhit la
minh di dé phong trudc.” Mary an di cu John nhu thé,
roi khé néi ti€p: “Can nhit 1a ditng 1am 6n a0 qud, mu
ta thd'y dong, dé phong thi s& thém kho khin cho minh.”

Cu John vira vé thi ba Stephanie sang phong 1am viéc
clia Mary. G3p nang, ba ta vui vé va rit than tinh, ngdi
xudng gh€, néi:

- “Budi sdng dng bdc si c6 dién thoai cho tdi biét
nhiém vu mdi ciia cd § day. Nay mai, 16i s& cin sy gitip
d3 clia cb rat nhicu. Nhat 12 vé van dé hd so cic cu &
diy va viéc thué m4 cudi nim ma mu Garcia dé lai.”

Khong cin néi ra, Mary ciing bi€t ba ta ciing 1a mot
nhan vt quan trong trong cong ty nay. Nang cudi, 1dy
cam tinh:

- “Péu c6 chi. T6i dugc qui vi tin nhiém 1a may cho
toi r0i. Viéc thi hanh cong viéc qui vi giao cho 1a bdn
phin cia t6i ma.”

Ba Stephanie git dau ra vé bing long, ti€n tSi bén,
v0 vai Mary, néi:
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- “C6 nghi nhu thé 12 t6t rdi. Tdi ban viéc chitng mot
gid nita, cd ghé qua phdong in minh udng ci phé néi
chuyén choi. Cong viéc thi minh d€ d&€n mai ciing chua
mudn.”

Mary thodng nhin 4nh mit cla ba Stephanie chgt nhd
t6i ngay cudi cing cla ba Garcia & diy, ba nay ciing &
lai khuya nhu th€. Bi€t ddu ba Garcia cling dudc mu
ndy mdi udng ca phé néi chuyén nhu viy. Mary hoi
rung minh, nhung nang da c6 quyét tdm, nén cd giit vé
thdn nhién ddp:

- “Vang, khi nao ba xong viéc, goi t6i mot ti€ng sé&
sang hau chuyén ba.”

Ba Stephany git diu:

- “Pudgc, dgi tdi nhé.”

Ba Stephanie vao van phong 6ng bédc si, dong chit
cfa lam viéc gi trong d6. Mary nghi chua chic ba ta di
lam gi trong d6 ma ngdi ddgi t6i gid thuin tién ra tay hai
nang théi. Vi thé, Mary lén sang goi 6ng John va Ken
sang phong viéc minh.

Hai 6ng nay ciing da ¢6 quyét tim gitip Mary. Vi thé,
ho khong cin nang goi 1an thi hai, da lanh le va bi mat
t6i hop mit. Mary d€ ngon dén nhd cho bén ngoai
khong dé y, r6i ba ngudi ciing ngdi néi chuyén.

Mary da c6 chd truong, nén néi ngay:

- “Hai cu nhd dém cudi cing ba Garcia & ddy, mu
Stephanie nay ciing 3 lai rat khuya. Ngay dé minh
khong d€ ¢, nén mu ta lam gi, minh dau c6 hay. Bay
gid, ¢6 thé cling mdt cich thitc d6, mu ta c6 thé sé hai
t61 bing cdch ndo d6 minh chura biét...nhung chic chin
khéng cé vu dung dao, ding sing dau.”

58

Nhan Sdc M&y D)

Cu Ken nhanh mié€ng:

- “Thudc dodc!”

- “C6 thé 1dm,” Cu John git diu, nhin sang Mary, néi
ti€p: “Céch nay chi dé dang khi d6i phuong khong
phong bi, n€u minh bi€t trudc...thi ching s¢ gi.”

Mary ciing ddng ¥, nang ban ludn k&€ hoach clia minh.
Hai 6ng cu ngdi nghe nang néi, gt ddu luén dé€ 4 ¥ tan
thinh.

Sau ciing, Mary din thém:

- “Piéu quan trong 12 ho mudn dgi lic khuya méi ha
thd...thi cling tién cho minh, nhung xin cu Ken tim cach
n6i v4i tat cd moi ngudi nén di nghi sém dé€ bén kia ho
yén tim ra tay minh dé d6i ph6 hon. Néu khong, minh
khong thé c6 bing ching cu thé dé budc t6i ho va
nhitng cu kia...danh chét oan thdi! Hai noi quan trong cu
John phdi dé€ tdm 13 clfa xuéng basement va 16i ra vudn
sau.”

Mary hé cifa, nhin ra hanh lang thdy moi ndi déu
ving vé, ning méi ra hiéu d€ hai cy gia ra vé.

Mary d€ dén sdng, hai ngd lung vao gh€& dya, suy tinh
viéc dbi phd vdi nhitng gi s& x4y ra cho nang néu qui
ding nhu nang dy dodn. Thuc sy, trong ba ngudi, 6ng
béc si, Garcia va dudc si Stephanie thi ngudi thd ba c6
dd diéu kién nhat dé hai nang ciing nhv dé dang hai ba
Garcia néu ho muén. Mary md ngiin kéo ban 14y ra mot
chi€c bao ny-16ng cia chg super market dé sin trong tdi
quan, rdi nhim mit chd ddi.

Kim ddng hd chi mudi gid kém mudi phit, Mary nghe
thdy ti€ng chin budc nhe ngodi hang lang rdi ngung
trude cifa phong minh. C6 ngudi gé nhe ndi cira,
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Mary véi ditng 1€n, héi vira di nghe: “Ai d67”

Ti¢ng ba Stephanie:

- “T61, minh sang bén nay thdi.”

Bén nay, nhu budi chiéu ba ta néi tic 1a dusi phong
an, cin phong rong rdi, gin bép va cdi cta xudng
basement. Mary md cifa, ba Stephanie tudi cudi, r6i 15y
tay che miéng ngdp dai, néi:

- “Khdng lam viéc khuya mau mét qud. Biy gid ma
udng mot ly ca phé thi tuyét 15m.”

Mary khéa clta vin phong, réi quay ra nhu sin siang
theo ba ta. Stephanie di lu6n khi€n Mary phai theo sau.
Qua cdc hanh lang thdy cita phong cdc cu déu di déng
cd, rit it phong con dén sing, ba Stephanie nhu vo tinh,
héi:

- “Noi day...cdc cu 4y ngi sém...nhi,” Quay sang nhin
Mary nhu chd cidu xdc dinh.

Mary khon ngoan khéng kém, nang khé cudi:

- “Vang, ho nghi s6m 13m vi ¢6 viéc gi ddu. M6t minh
toi it bita trudc § diy dém dém tiéng ho U & néi mé
nghe phat rgn nhu ma qui goi hdn Ay!” Nang nhin xéo
sang ba Stephanie.

V4 tinh, ba ta hdi gidt giong:

- “Nhung c6 nghi ¢6 ma khéng?”

Khong d€ 18 co hgi, Mary suy nghi méot chiit, bang mot
giong thi thao bén tai ba Stephanie:

- “Céc ngudi chét oan...ngudi ta néi s& thanh ma thuc
d6. Nhung & ddy.” Mary nhi sang ba Stephanie thdy ba
nay gidt minh, hai mit m& ron, khé kéu lén:

- “Ai n6i...? Ma ¢6 thyc khéng...” R4i nhu néi mot
minh: “Thdi khoa hoc nay...Jam gi ¢6 ma?”
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“Biét dau duge.” Mary lung lac ba ta.
18dng c6 ti€ng dong manh trong mdt cin phdng nao
10 vang ra nghe nhu ti€ng chai, 1o hay ly thdy tinh roi
«u6ng d4t bi b€ trén nén gach khién ba Stephanie khé"
.4 1én. Ciling may da tSi phong dn. Trong phong da bat
1®n. Mary hoi ngac nhién...thi ba Stephanie da cudi, néi
agay:

- “Lidc ndy nhin tién di restroom qua day, t6i ghé pha
Mnh ca phé...d€ hai ching minh c6 cdi udng ngay khéi

ha dgi.”

Mary dua mit nhin chd d€ ly tich va nhitng binh pha
trd, pha ca phé...da thdy mot chi€c coffeemaker da cé
~in ca phé, ding nhu 15i ba ta vira néi. Mary lién tudng:
ngay téi nhitng vién thuéc déc ndm trong d6. Nhung ba
Stephanie lai thdn nhién t6i chd ban nudc, 1at hai céi
¢on up, rét day ca phé rdi dua cho nang, néi:

- “Cb udng dudng thudng hay loai...diet?”

Mary cdm on, rdi ty t6i 14y dudng loai thudng cho
minh va khudy ly nuéc. Ba Stephanie cudi, néi: ‘

- “T6i khong udng dudng di mudi nim nay rdi né
quen di.”

N&u 1a ngudi khéng cdnh gidc thi cAu néi rdt binh
thudng. Nhung may Mary da phong bi truéc, do dé nang
di hiéu thudc ddc c6 thé tr diu nén thadn nhién dua ly
ca phé vé ban va ngdi xuéng ghé&, ly nudc dit trudc mat.

Ba Stephanie t6i ngdi ddi dién véi Mary. Ba ta dua ly
ca phé 1én méi nhip thd, rdi cudi, néi:

- “Cb6 c6 thay ca phé t6i pha dic biét hon moi ngay
khong?”

Mary ludng ly, chua dam thy.
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Bong nang nghi ra mdt k€ hodn binh, véi vira ding
1€n vira néi:

- “Thom 14m nhung t6i thich udng nhiéu dudng hon.”
Nang ti€n dén bén ban cé ly dudng d€ canh binh pha ca
phé. Mary quay lung vé phia Stephanie, rdi gid v3 bd
thém dudng, dua 1én nhip thi, khen:

- “Ngon qud di 4y chit.” Nang rét b6t ra mot t& gidy
lau tay da cam sin. Khi Mary quay ra, ba Stephany
cling dang lim dim nhin vao ly ca phé clia minh, cudi
dicy:

- “Rdi ¢6 con thay dic biét hon nita...”

Mary 1én bd miéng gidy dim ca phé vao gid ric, roi
quay trd lai ban.

- “C6 lam viéc vd@i toi s& vui vé hon v3i mu Garcia
nhiéu vi chiing t6i d3 dic biét luu ¥ t6i c6 tir 14u,” Liéc
mdt nhin Mary do xét...

Bdng bén ngoai c6 ti€ng gb clta 1am ba Stephanie
giat minh, dit vdi ly nude xudng ban, khé hoi:

- “Ai?”’

- “Téi...tdi mudn xin chit nudc tra.” Mary nhin ra
ti€ng cda cu John.

Ba Stephanie ding viing diy, di nhanh ra, hé md cifa,
noi:

- "Ong...khc‘mg con nudc tra dau ca phé dugc khdng?™

Ba ta ditng chdn sau clta, ngudi bén ngoai néi:

- “May qud, ba con & diy. Ca phé ciing t6t. LAm on
cho t6i xin chiit uéng vién thudc nhic diu.”

Ba Stephanie nhin nhanh vé phia Mary, réi 14t dat téi
rét mot ly ca phé dua ra, mot tay trao nudc cho ngudi
bén ngoai, mot tay sin sang dong cia.
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Cé6 tiéng dng John:

- “Ba cho xin thia dudng.”

- “Hét 16i.” Ba Stephanie déng cifa lai, khong cin dé
¥ t8i ngudi bén ngoai c¢6 phdn ddi hay khéng. Ba ta tién
nhanh lai gan Mary, nhin ly ca phé d3 gin hét, rdi nhin
nang ddm dam.

Mary hdi ldo ddo, miéng khé kéu 1én:

- “T01...dau bung qua!” Nang 6m bung, nhin nhd.

Ba Stephanie thdn nhién ngdi xudng ghé&, néi:

- “Khong sao ddu. Pgi mét chiit...s€ hét..ma.” Ba ta
theo doi nét mat cia Mary cho dén khi nang guc xuéng
ban.

Ba Stephanie 1dng ling ra clta, hé md nhin ra ngoai.
Doc theo hanh lang déu ving ngit..cdi dng gid Jophn
cling da bi€n vé phong r6i. Ba ud lai chd ngdi, chaim
Ita hit thudc, thd khéi, md mang nhin 1én trin chd dgi.
Hit gdn mot nita di€u thudc, ba ta mdi thu thid ding
ddy, binh tinh nhu khéng, m& ctta ra ngoai. Khi thdy
chic chin khong ¢6 ai thdy minh, ba Stephanie ti€n lai
cdi clra xuéng basement, cdn thin md khéa, khé tir tix
m& cdnh cia ra, 16i trd nhanh vao phong in.

Vi hét sifc lyc, ba ta dm x8¢ xdc clia Mary ra ngoai,
kéo nhanh qua hanh lang, 16i tudt xuéng basement, mot
tay khép cita lai, cai then bén trong, rdi tir tir dua Mary
xudng, dit trén san xi ming. Ngon dén bén muoi watts
duéi him nha dudc bat 1én, tda 4nh sdng vang vot, yéu
6t trong cdn basement rdng rii, lanh bing. Hoi thd cla
ba Stephanie thanh suong tring duc, ba ta xich cdi td cii
& géc nha sang mdt bén, d€ 16 ra mot cdi ciia, ngon dén
nhd thit hai dugc bit, soi & mdt bic thang hep di 1én
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phia trén. Khong chim tr&, ba Stephanie x5¢ Mary lan
theo cAu thang nay Ién téi cin nha chia dd lam vudn &

sau vudn. Ngon dén th ba soi rd may chi€c xéng, cudc,
kéo cdt cd d€ ngdn ngang. S4t vach nha, mot hang ba
cdi thing rdc c8 16n nhat, it khi thdy ban ngoai ti€m, c6
nip ddy cin thin. Mot cdi dugc md ra..va xdc cda

Mary dudc "chén" vao d6, v6i mdt cdi ndp day °

kin...thay cho ndp quan tai. Khong ti€ng bia déng dinh
ma chi c6 ti€ng thd pho phod clia ngudi dan ba.

Ba Stephanie vira dinh tit den...dé trd lai haAm nha thi

bén ngoai phd c6 tiéng cdi hy clia cdnh sdt. Qua chiéc
cfa nhd cla nha chita 48, ba Stephanie lo 1ing nhin ra
ngoai...Ciac phong trong vién déu di bit sing, nhiéu
ti€ng xon xao vong ra...Cé dnh dén pin quét ngang qua
vudn sau...Ba ta hodng hét..khi nghi 1a...c6 gi...khong
lanh d4 x4y ra. Vi th€, tha tron ra khéi ddy trude khi
cdnh sat kham xét...Nghi th€, ba ta m3 nhanh cfa cin
nha chia d6, chay ra ngoai. Nhung, ngay lic d6, mét
ban tay ai nim vai ba ta giit lai...Ba Stephanie kinh hai
khé la 1én...c6 ving viy khdi ban tay ké kia...nhung
khong thé dudc. Giita lic d6, mdt vat t xa...vit tdi, bap
chin phdi ba Stephanie dau budt kinh khiing, thit nhw bi
rdt ra, ¢ ti€ng gim gt nhu Am thanh cda manh thd
tranh mdi.. Khong thé chiu ndi, ba Stephanie thét 16n
1€n vi dau ddn.

C6 béng may ngudi cdnh sit dang ti€n vao vudn
sau...cung véi hai cu John va Ken.

Pén trong nha chifa dd bat sang.

Mary budng tay khdi vai ba Stephanie, nhin vé that
than cia ba ta, hai tay 6m cdng chin tuén mau do nhdt
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4n clia con ché den cia cy Wu di phuc kich ké tha &
didu d6, lic dau...

Vién trung dy canh sit theo vao trong cin nha chita
d6. Mary chi may c4i thung rdc 16n, khé néi:

- “T6i nghi ngd c6 gi § trong vi ldc ndy ba ta cling di
¢h6n t61 vao do6.”

Mot vién canh sat git dau, 16i ti€n lai md ndp hai cdi
thing rdc ra moi ngudi déu 6 1&én ngac nhién vi mot
trong hai thung dé c6 xdc ngudi: ba Garcia!

Canh s4t 1am thd tuc bt giif ba Stephanie.
Moi chuyén coi nhu da sing td.

Sau khi moi viéc di xong, Mary theo cac cy vao cd
trong nha.

- “C6 x&p dat k& hoach rat hay moi viéc déu xdyray
nhu dy liéu. VG&i bing ¢6 qud tang nay cé trdi cling
khong ctru ndi bon chiing. Liic nay tén bic si. chic cling
d3 gip xui r6i!” Cu John vira di vira khen.

- “Nho cu goi clta ding lic nhu da du liéu, t6i méi
thuc hién dugc k€ hoach clia minh.” Mary git dau, néi
thém: “Vira d6 ly ca phé vao tdi ny 16ng d€ lam tang
vit, nghe ba ta tir chdi khi cu xin dudng, t6i méi biét
chic trong dudng c6 chat doc.”

Cu Ken lic dau:

- “Ping gic ngoai...bd gidu, thidy dén trong nha chia
db bat sang, tdi hdi hop qud, chi sg c¢6 sin xéng, cudc
trong d6 mu ta tién tay phang thém vao dau c6 mot nhat
thi nguy to.” Cu cudi kha : “Nhung may qud...khdng
sao!”

BOng ¢ ti€ng ché tru ngoai vudn sau, moi ngudi giat
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minh, nhén nhac nhin nhau. Mary khé néi:

- “Con ch6 d6 th€ ma thu dai. Toi phdi dap né miy
cdi md&i chiu budng ba tara!”

Moi ngudi con ngdi ngoai nha khdch ban tdn maii
cling chua di ngld. Cho to khi trGi hitng déng, ho mdi
chiu vé phong.

Sdng hém sau, canh sat dudc phdi tdi khai quat nhitng
ngudi dudce chon sau vudn. Ho déu gia ci, cé thé bi diu
ddc hodc chét ty nhién, nhung bon chii muu khong khai
bio, 1én chdn di d€ vin ti€p tuc nhan nhitng tAm chi
phi€u SSI tir chinh phd. Phian 16n ho khong con thin
nhén, vd ¢6 ngudi di dudc chdn trudc diy nhiéu nim..
Pén lic nay, ba Garcia c6 sdng lai, xin gdnh hét t6i cho
dng bic si, ba dudc su. ciing khdng ndi nita.

Khudn Mau Frankenstein

Musi chin nim vé truc.

VJ chdng nha Maco sau tdm nim chung séng méi
khdm ph4 ra ring ho khong cdn khd ning sinh s3n nita.
P6 1a hau qué cia mdt quan niém tuong quan giita hanh
phic va tinh duc dugc phd bi€n va khuyé&n khich vao
thdi bay gid. Truyén théng dai ching Tay Phuong clia
nhitng nim cudi th€ ky hai muci phd bi€n quan niém
"Sex" 1a muc dich quan yé&u clla con ngudi. Ngudi ta da
than thd dim cho nhitng cip vd chéng nio di khong
biét khai thic dén tuyét dinh khodi lac cia "sex", va két
an ning né nhitng quan diém "dao ddc 15i thdi" clia cic
ton gido va nhat 12 nén luan Iy Péng phuong. Ngudi ta
cho ring 1am nhu viy 12 d3 khéa chit con ngudi vao
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