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Huyén Hoiic

Michael Forest cin thin cai diy lung khi c6 tiéng cb
tiép vién hang khong nhic nhd lic phi cd vao khong
phdn Pa Ning.

Qua khung cita kinh nhd, Micheal nhin thay titng phan
khu vuc 1a linh M§ ngay truSc thudng goi la China
Beach ndy ndi ti€p hién ra & dudi. T nhitng 6 rudng
vudn xanh ngidt, trdi rong bén nhitng mii dbi hung vi t6i
nhitng con sdng ngoin ngoéo, l1ap ldnh ning chiéu ggi
lai bi€t bao ky niém xa xua cia mot thdi chinh chi€n ma
chang da tham dy tai ndi nay. Phi cd nghiéng cdnh quay
mili huéng vé phia tdy, mit udi d8 ryc, chéi 16i, nhung
xa xa Micheal vin nhin ra viing nii hiém 4c ma nim
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xua, ngdi trén nhitng tryc thing chi€n diu, véi khiu dai
lién trong tay, chang di bdn vii timg nhiéu ngan vién
dan xudng d6 trong liic tryc thing cda bon chang dang
v0 cing vat v4 né trdnh nhitng 1in dan diy nhu mang
ludi do sting phong khdng cda dich tr dudi x6i x4 bin
1én. Va, mot 1an khong may, tric thiang cla chang tring
dan, boc chdy dit doi, r6i bd nhao xudng dat. Trong con
nguy cip, Michael nhim mit nhdy dai ra khéi phi co,
bén tai nghe thay ti€ng gi6 rit...vA cudi ciing tié€ng nd dir
doi ciia chi€c tryc thing 14m nan...sau d6 mé di, khong
con biét gi nita.

Khi tinh ddy, Michael thdy minh nim trén mot 16p
rom, trong cdi chdi 14 t6i tan, giita cdnh déng bat ngit.
Minh m4y é 4m, nhung hinh nhu khong bi thuong tich gi

ning, ngoai c6 chan phdi ¢t dong thi'y dau dén va quin

4o thi dAm bun den. Chic chang ¢4 may min rdi xuéng
viing rudng nudc nén thodt chét, sy viéc sy ra nhu mot
phép la. Liic d6, chirng da x& chi€u, nhung trdi mia ha
& xif ndy vin néng nhu thiéu, khong kém gi bén
Houston thudc ti€u bang Texas, qué huong ciia chang.
Pang suy nghi mién man, khong biét ai di cifu chiang
vé day..va khu vyc nay thudc chinh phd Viét Nam
Cong Hoa hay viung Viét Cong chi€ém ci thi bdng
Michael nghe thdy ti€ng chin ngudi di t6i. Chang s¢
hai, voi 1€t ngudi, ngdi khuat vao mot géc 1éu. C6 béng
ngudi d6 dai trén nén dat ngoi ci¥a 1éu khién tim chang
dap mau, v6 cung lo au. Bay gid, chi caAn mot dita con
nit cling c6 thé hai dugc chang. Michael cing mit nhin
ra clfta chd dgi mot bd mit xuong xuong, den ddi...véi
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mot chi€c nén ¢6i mau xanh cham, hong sing AK den
xi...hi€n ra nhu mot dinh ménh an bai!

Nhung khong..khong phdi cdi hinh 4nh gém ghiéc
ma Michael dang lo ling dgi chd xudt hién, ma trong
cdi ning lung linh d6, m6t khudén mit thi€u nif hién ra.
Trén tay nang, mot cdi ca-mén nhuém sdng 14p lanh va
mét chi€c gy biing ciy to chirng cd tay tré em. Chi nhin
nhitng thit d6, Michael thira théng minh dé biét ring
minh d3 may mdn gip dudc citu tinh.

- “Mister” Vira goi, nang vira cii nhin vao trong léu,
roi lai nhin nhanh ra ngoai...nhu nghi ngd chang da bé di
mat.

O hay, nang néi dugc ti€ng Anh. Michael 1én tinh
than, khong ngin ngai, 1én tiéng:

- “Té6i day...,” chang 1€t ra giita 1éu dé€ thi€u nit nhin
thdy minh.

Nu cudi tudi nd trén moi hdng, thuc hdng, ddi chin
luynh quynh, nang khom ngudi budc vao. Thi€u ni,
quan den, 40 ba ba tring binh di, téc dai 6ng nhu may,
khuin mat bau binh, rim ning, md to d6i mit den ldy
nhin chang. Michael chua thdy mot hinh dnh ndo dep
bing hinh 4nh 4n nhan clda chang lic d6. Chang v6
cung cdm dong.

- “Cam on cb6 di cifu t6i,” Ty nhién nudc mit cia
chang trao ra, lan trén m4.

Thi€u nif ngac nhién nhin nhitng giot nuéc mit dang
lin trén m4 chang trai ngoai qudc, 4i ngai néi:

- “T6i tén Ly..T6i thdy 6ng ngoai rudng...” Tiéng
Anh cia nang rit han hep, lai phdt Am sai, nhung
Michael nghe thdy thyc ém 4di hon bat cit giong néi
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truyén cdm nao cé trén dJi nay. Chang mudn vdéi 1én,
nim 14y tay nang.khién c6 gdi vdi Wi ra xa, lam
Michael hi€u ngay clt chi dudng dot, khdng ding lic
cda minh, nén chang voi 1én ti€ng xin 15i

~Xin 15i ¢6 Ly...vi tdi mirng qud,” Chang ngdi ngay
ngin lai, dung thi Anh ngit gidn di néi v4i nang.

Thay c6 gdi da binh tinh, Michael néi ti€p:

- “Pay 1a dau vdy, c6? C6 Viét Cong khong?” Giong
lo ling.

Thi€u nif ngdi ghé bén cifa 1&u, vira d3 dd in trong
ca-mén ra, vita 14c dau, dap:

- “Ban ngay...khéng c¢6 Viét Cong, nhung ban dém,
thinh thdaag ho vé,” Nang dua bit com c¢6 mii tring
chién cho Michael, néi ti€p: “Nhung 6ng dudng sdg, toi
s& gitip 6ng vé Pa Ning. PAy 1a com chién...6ng dn di.”

L3i néi clia nang c6 stfc hip din la lung khién
Michael rit yén tim. Chang khé& néi: “Cdm on”, rdi cam
1y chén com dn ngon lanh, mdt chén com khong c6 gi
ngoai tritng, nhung xua nay, Michael chua bao gid dudc
in mdt mén nao ngon nhu thé.

Ngudi con gdi ngdi yén nhin Michael dn v8i 4nh mit
diu dang, ddm dm. Nang lai 14y tif cad-men ra modt hop
tron dung sita tré em, dat trudc Michael, kh€ néi:

- “Nuéc cam”, rdi mim cudi nhin chang.

Michael cdm dong vi sy sin s6c d6, khé& git
dau...Michael da ting dugc nghe néi cic cb gdi Viét
thudng rit chu ddo trong moi viéc, nhit 1a van dé ndi
trg, sin séc ngudi khdc. Vi, trong 1ong ho day 4p tinh
“miu t§”, khi€n ho ludn ludn quan tim tdi moi ngudi,
nhat 13 véi chong con hodc nhitng ngudi chang trai dugc
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ho thuong mén. Thi bdy gis, trudc mit Michael, Ly 1a
hién than vd cling séng dong cda difc tinh cao quy dé.
Khong biét ti liic nao, Michael nghi, n€u ¢é dudc mot
ngudi tinh nhu Ly...thi di chang khdng con mét udc
vong gi nita.

Michael 4n u6ng xong, Ly thu don sach s&, rdi néi:

- “Ong yén tim nghi tam & day, dén t5i, t6i s& dua
ong vé nha t6i. Ping sg Viét Céng...1au 1au ching mdi
v€ vao ban dém thoi. Nhung minh ciing phdi cin than...”

Michael ngdt 151 nang:

- “C0o yén 1dng. Va cdm on c6 cho d6 in..ngon vo
ciing. C6 néi ti€ng Anh khé 1im.”

Ly cudi, hdi lic dau:

- “Khdng, day 1a 1an dau tién t6i néi ti€ng Anh véi
ngudi ngoai quéc, mic dau tdi hoc miy nim & hoi Viét
M§. T6i vira hoc hét 16p mudi hai & Pa Ning, bay gid
mia he...nén tdi vé nha cha me 6i & day,” Nang quay
nhin ra ca 1€u, néi ti€p: “Budi trua, di ngang qua khu
rudng nay..ching t6i thdy 6ng nim ngit & ngoai
rach...dodn 13 ngudi t¥ chi€c truc thing rét vao budi
sdng...nén bi mat dwa 6ng v€ cdi chodi nay. Chinh quyén
Qudc Gia khdng & gan day nén t6i chua kip bdo cho ho
hay. Mién nay ngudi ta goi 13 viing “xdi, diu”, nghia 1a
hai bén 1an 16n, khong thudc hin vé bén niao. N&u toi
dua 6ng vé nha lic nay, tai mit clia bon Viét Cong biét
dugc...ching s& thanh todn cd 6ng 1an chiing tdi ngay.
Ong cdm phién ddi t8i 51, t6i s& trd lai.”

Michael c8 ging ling nghe Ly dién td ciu chuyén.
Chang thdng cdm cdi vi thé khé khin cda nang. Vi thé,
chang ludn git dau khi nghe nang néi, réi mim cudi:
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- “Cd Ly yén tim vé di...T6i s& ngd mdt gidc cho lai
sifc va chd cb t6i nay...” Chiang néi ciu cudi cing mot
cich hét sitc tha thi€t, nhung khdng bi€t Ly ¢6 cdm dugc
st “tha thi€t” d6 khéng. Nhung lic ning dgm ditng diy,
lai ngdi xubng, nhin bén chin dang dugc hai tay
Michael ning 1én @€ ddi thé€ ngdi, giong lo 1ing:

- “Chan 6ng bi thuong c¢6 ning 1im khong?”

Michael cudi, 14c dau d€ nang yén long:

- “Khdng diu...téi con c6 thé di dugc ma...”

Ly ditng 1én, git dau:

- “Viy thi t8t...t6i vé diy.” Nhung bdng nhu quén mot
diéu gi quan trong, nang xoay ngudi nhin quanh tim
ki€m. Lidc thdy chiéc giy dang nim nia trong, nia
ngodi clta 1€u, nang nhit 1én, dua tin tay Michael, néi:

- “T6i mang chi€c gy cho dng, nhung dé t5i mdi
diing. Ong dirng ra ngoai nhé.”

Ly n6i xong, khom lung ra khdi 1&u, rdi nghiéng mit
nhin vé phia ching, néi: “Bye...bye!”. Michael ciing dua
tay vay lai, miéng cing d4p lai: “Bye...bye!”

Michael 1ing nghe tiéng chin Ly mdi lic mdt xa, rbi
mim cudi mot minh. Vi dudc Ly canh gidc, Michael cin
than nim thu minh vao géc 1&u, d€ du ¢é ngudi di ngang
qua ciing khong thiy dugc chang.

Michael c6 db gidc ngd, nhung chang chi nhim mait
dudc mdt chiit rdi lai thic ddy, chong mit chd Ly, hoi
hdp va thich thud nhu chd dgi ngudi yéu.

Budi hoang hdn trén déng ving thuc dep.

Anh chiéu chi€u xién vao tan géc 1&u tranh. Pdng lda
xanh, by gid nhuém ving mdt mau, gon séng theo tiing
con gié a6t qua. Ti€ng chim déng xao xdc bay ngang,
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ti€ng €ch nhdi déu déu vang vong..nhu mot cung dan
bat tan.

Cho dén khi biu trdi day sao sdng, Michael méi ddm
nhich ngudi ra ngdi bén clra 1éu, nhin bao quit cdnh
déng md md trong dém, thoang thodng gié m4t. Cii
chin bi thuong, chic trit khép xuong nén néu khéng cif
dong manh thi cling d3 dau. Tuy nhi€n, Michael ciing
chuwa ddm thit chdng giy di ra ngoai. Khong biét truc
thang cda chang rét ndi ndo...con ai dugc may min nhu
chang nita khong. Michael bui ngui nhé t6i miy chién
hitu cia minh...

Béng tr xa, mdi cudi con dudng ngang qua tip 18u,
Michael thdy 16e 1én 4nh dén bAm. Ai day? Du sao
chang cling phdi thin trong. Nén 1ap titc, Michael 1hi-
nhanh vao trong. Nhd kinh nghi€ém trong quin doi,
Michael 4p sdt tai xudng dit, chang nghe thiy ti€ng
chdn mdi lic mdt gan. Long Michael hét siic hdi hop,
nita mirng vi sdp duge gip lai Ly, nita lo s¢...n€u ching
may d6 12 bon Viét Cong tim tSi bdt chang.

Cé ti€ng néi xi x€o ngoai cita 1éu khi€n Michael
hodng sg. C6 nhi€u ngudi t6i! Ly hay VC diy. Chang
thu minh, ng6i sdt vao géc 1éu, chim chim nhin ra
khodng trdi 14p ldnh sao ngoai cifa. Chgt c¢6 4nh dén
bdm ryc sdng chi€u thing vao chd chang ngdi, ciing
giong néi trong tréo clia Ly:

- “Mister!” O nang chua biét tén chang. Michael vira
mifng, vifa ty trach minh so sét, nén vdi 1én tiéng:

- “To1 day...td1 tén Michael”. Chang néi nhu reo vui.

C6 ti€ng trAim giong cla dan 6ng khé ndi gi véi Ly,
r6i nang khum ngudi néi vao trong:
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- “Ong Michael c6 thé di dudc khdng? C6 ba tdi ra
theo, n€u cin ba t6i s& gilip 6ng.”

Nghe Ly néi, Michael hét sitc cdm déng vi méi cdm
tinh cda nhitng ngusi Viét nay danh cho chang, nén
chang néi ngay:

- “C6 lam on néi véi ba cb 13 tdi xin cdm on...d€ t6i
thir di xem sao da...”

-“0K”

Michael cAm ciy giy bén minh, 14y da tht ding 1én.
Chan phai tuy dau di€ng, nhung chan trdi khong hé hian
gi, k€ nhu chang chdng giy cé thé di dugc, nén cudi,
néi:

- “A, dudc, tdi con di dugc” Chang di ca nhic, chui ra
khdi 1éu. Khi nhin thdy béng hai ngudi thip thodng
truGc mit, Michael néi ti€p: “Xin dan dudng.”

Ly ciing cudi kh&, néi gi vdi cha nang, rdi quay sang
Michael, néi:

- “Vay ong di c4n thin nhé...N€&u c6 dau qu4, cha t6i
dd cho.”

Anh d&n bam bat sdng, lay dong trén ving di't phia

truéc. Ba ngudi ling 1€ ndi theo nhau qua doan dudng

bd rudng khiic khuyu. Pi dugc mot quing, Michael thdy
cha Ly thi thim v&i nang, rdi hai ngudi ditng budc bén
chang.

Ly giong diu dang:

- “Thoi, 6ng dirng ging nita. Minh cin ph3i di mau
hon...dé€ ba t6i d3 cho.”

Trong lic Ly néi, cha niang lai x6¢c m6t bén ndch, tay
kia d3 ngang hong Michael khién chang di dé dang va
mau hon.

132

\(%(7{ K\%[{Aﬁ f\%m 4///1 / / wivw .coclhientlad.com
Nhan Sdc M4y Bg

Michael hai ba 1an néi “Thank you...thank you”. Cha
Ly khoéng néi gi, chi khé cudi.

T dém d6, Michael dugc gia dinh Ly bi mat nudi
trong nha, va sau mdt tuin thi chang c6 thé di lai binh
thudng. Chan phdi ctia Michael qud may min, khong bi
gay, ma chi trit khép xuong. Ong Bitu, cha ciia Ly, da
ding gitng gid nhd trdn 14n véi rugu, bép va 1dy lai
khdp xuong mot cich tai tinh, khi€n Michael bdi phuc.
Céi chin nay, néu 8 bén My, ngudi ta c6 b6 bot dang
hoang ciing phdi mat mdy thing mdi lanh. Tai day,
mién dat mad TAy Phuong cho 14 lac hiu, lai c¢6 nhitng
“phép la” khong thé ngd dugc.

Trong thdi gian & tai tda nha rong 16n v6i nhidu
phong &c¢ nay, Michael dugc Ly chi cho biét nhitng cita,
161 bi mat ma cha nang da thi€t k€ trong tda nha phong
khi c6 bi€n, ho phai trén tranh ké thii. Bon chiing ¢6 thé
1a quin dn cudp hoic li Viét Cong trdo trd. PE an toan,
Michael dugc gia dinh 6ng Bitu cho phép Ly nhudng
cin phong clia nang cho chang, noi ma ngudi la khong
dugc tu ti€n ra vao. Cho nén, trong nhitng ngay & day,
Michael rat sung sudng vi hing ngay dudc gip ngudi
chang vira mang on, vira yéu mén. T 4nh mit, ti€ng
cudi cho d€n giong néi Anh Ngit déu khién cho Michael
ngdy ngit. Michael thudng ngdi bén ban phan ciia Ly
ddy nang néi ti€ng Anh sao cho trdi chdy, ding giong,
hodc ngdm nang chai téc...m6t hinh 4nh ra't nén thé ma
chang gif mii mai trong long. Ngugc lai, Michael goi
Ly 1a Co6 Gido...d€ nang diy cho chiang néi may ciu
ti€ng Viét thong thudng. Gin ban phan 1a c4i td 4o dugdc
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dung dé che mot chi€c clra dudng him bi mit chay ra
ngoai ma mot 1An Ly d3 din chang di qua dé phong khi
ching may c6 chuyén.

Nhitng ngay hanh phic &y cla Michael rdi ciing tdi
lic chdm ddt. Vao mdt budi 61, LY va mot ngudi nha
tén Dan d3 dua Michael vé Pa Ning, ndi chi cich day
hon mudi cdy s6, bing mdt chi€c xe lam mugn cia
ngudi hang x6m.

Chién tranh mdi ngdy mot lan réng va khdc liét.
Trong thdi gian con & Pa Ning, Michael ciing rat it khi
dudc gip lai Ly, khong nhitng vi tinh hinh chi€n sy, ma
con vi 1€ gido clia ngudi Viét ngin trd. Mic dau gia
dinh Ly rit quy Michael, nhung ho khdng thé chdp nhin
cudc hon nhan gilra hai ngudi. Michael dugc mot ngudi
ban Viét cho biét ring, véi ho, chi ¢6 cdc c6 gdi...bdn
bar hay di di€m mdi 14y linh My, di ngudi ndy 13 si
quan ching nira. Vi th€, mdi tinh cia Michael véi Ly coi
nhu v vong.

Sau khi Michael dugc hdi huong, chang van giif lién
lac v6i Ly bing thu tir. Nhitng thiing qua véi cdc dd
dung trong nha nhu may khiu, cdc loai mdy lam bép, vi
chang bi€t Ly rat thich viéc ndi trg, cling son phan dit

tién trong Maycy’s, dugc Michael trin trong chon lya dé.

glti sang ting nang. Ly ciing rit cAm dong vé mdi chin
tinh cia Michael, va chi thé€ théi, ning khong mdt 18i
hita hen. Tir khi vé nuSc t6i thang tw bdy 1im, Michael
sang Viét Nam ba 1an vao nhitng dip nghi phép, rit tiéc
chang chi dudc gip Ly mo6t 1an duy nhit tai trudng Vin
Khoa Saigon. Khi mién Nam Viét Nam sup d6, Michael
da voi va bay qua Pa Ning tim gia dinh Ly d€ dua ho
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r0i Vi€t Nam. Nhung khong may cho Michael, Iic d6,
tinh th€ mién trung thay ddi qud mau, moi ndi di roi
vao tinh trang v cing hdn loan, Michael khéng thé di
xa hon may phé chung quanh cd quan hanh chdnh cia
chinh phi Mién Nam. Cudi cing, chang danh phai ddp
chuyén phi cd cudi cing rdi noi nay..trong lic Viét
Cong dang ti€n chi€m ting ct di€m con lai cla chinh
phil trong thanh phdi. Ngay 4y, ngdi trén phi cd, nhin
nhitng c6t khéi den tit d6, ddy, dudi thinh phé bdc 1én,
Michael da bat khéc, thuong cho s6 phin ciia gia dinh
Ly, clia ngudi Viét Qudc gia dang lot vao tay quin thi.

Ti€ng binh xe phi cd cham mit dat khi€n Michael
bitng tinh nhitng gidy phdt hdi twdng. Nha cifa, ciy c6i:
chay vun viit ngoai cifa s8. Michael thuc ndo nitc khi
nghi t6i hic chang dugc gip lai Ly, ngudi ma chang
thAm yéu sudt gan hai muci nim qua. Phi trudng xJ xdc
hon cd ngay Michael r3i ndi diy nim biy lim. Nhiing
hé bom van cdn y nguyén. Phi dao x4u, may bay 16ng
1én du dang di cham lai d€ vao chd diu.

Hang ritng ngudi chd d6n ngoai cifa. Michael khong
ngac nhién vé thdi dd von va clia ngudi Viét trong ché
d0 Coéng Sén Viét Nam ngay nay d6i véi ngudi MY.
Thyc ra, thtt hdn chi ¢6 ndi gidi lanh dao thudc ding
Cong Sdn Viét Nam. Nay do nén kinh t€ cang ngay
cang lui bai trong mudi midy ndm cam quyén, bon nay
danh 4p dung chinh sdch “c8i m&” dé dori nhitng ngudi
tu ban t6i d€ ki€m ngoai t&. Thi han vén khdng c6 trong
ngudi din, nén dudc dip, ho “hé hdi” d6n ti€p khich
nudc ngoai tdi. Vi vdy, chuyén di nay, Michael tin 12 an
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toan va chang c6 thé di d6 di ddy, tim ki€m gia dinh
Ly. Véi hy vong tinh th€ di thay d6i, bi€t dau ho s&
chdp nhédn 18i ciu hon clia chang. Trong nhitng nim qua,
Michael di nhd miy ngudi ban Viét ti nan tai My day
chang viét va néi thong thao tiéng Viét.

Michael ngdi xe ven ciia hing hang khéng vé khich
san H3i Chau nim gin dudng di t6i nha thd chinh tda
Pa N&ng. Phd x4 khong budbn bdn nhu trudc diy nén
trong budn thiu. Michael nhé lai nhitng thing ngay & Pa
Ning, chang tirng di qua phd nay mdi sing chl nhat dé
tdi nha thd thanh Phao-16 clia nha dong Saint Paul xem
1€, va thudng luu lai tdi chiéu véi cdc sd d€ diy Anh
Vin cho may chi sdp dugc di du hoc. Chang nhé di quin
ly Marie thudng cho trdi ciy d€ chang mang vé trai véi
ciu néi di ddm: “Michael mang vé in...l1dy stc d€ 1an
sau téi day hoc nira.”

Budi t6i diu tién tai diy, Michael bin ron nhiéu véi
viéc khai bdo. An xong bita com t5i, chang tim rira rdi
di nghi. Chang dinh ngdy mai, viéc diu tién 13 thué xa
14i vé lang cia Ly d€ tim nang. Sau d6 1am gi méi lam,
di ddu mdi di.

& day, thanh phd hoat dong rdt s6m. Vira binh minh,
di c6 nhi€u xe chay ngoai dudng, bAm codi inh 4i nhu
mot cd tat, khong kiéng né gi chung quanh con ¢6 ngudi
dang nghi ngdi. Gid gidc sdng t6i khdc biét gitta My va
Viét Nam, sy ndn néng sip dugc gip lai ngudi ma bao
nim qua chang hing thuong nhé ciing khi€n cho
Micheal khéng ngt dugc nhiéu.

Micheal chong mit, nim trén giudng chd sdng.
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Bita diém tdm don so va nhanh chéng. Mii t6i chin
gid, chi€c xe hdi do khdch san muén cho chang mdi tdi
diu trudc cita. Michael mang it dd ra xe, rdi voi va 14i
di. L& ra phai c6 tai x&€ dua di, nhung Michael mudn giit
tinh cdch riéng tr nén ging 14i xe 1dy. T trung tim
thanh phd, theo hudng tdy bic, xe di mau ching nita
gid, Michael di nhdn ra nhitng hinh dnh quen thudc.
Qua cdnh ddng bén tay phai, noi ma xua kia, chang da
nhdy tif tryc thing xudng, theo con dudng 16 trdi d4 di
sdu vao trong lang chiing nita ciy s6, chang di trong
thdy nha clia Ly giita lam ciy xanh ngit. Xe diu x€ clta
tda nha. Trudc diy mha ndy dudc quét véi tring, clra
son miu nau d3. Nay, mau tring di ngi sang miu xdm
do bin, nhiéu chd hd 4o da vita ra tiing khdang 16n, ¢6
ddu dan bdn vao, trat cd 16p gach bén trong. Céc cdnh
cira bac phéch, ¢ 1& tir ngay 4y ciing chua tirng dugc
son phét lai. Trén lau, gidy phdi quin 4o giing nhiéu
nhu mang nhén.

Michael ding it phiit truSc cta nha Ly, thdy nhiing
ngudi la mat lui tdi, chang dodn trong d6 di c6 nhiéu
thay ddi, nén chua dim dudng d6t x6ng vao. Michael
danh dgi bén ngoai, mong gip mdt ngudi trong gia dinh
Ly thi tién hon. Ngudi qua dudng, ai cling 14m 1ét nhin
trdm ngudi dan Ong ngoai quéc, vSi bd rdu quai nén
mau niu den. C6 nhitng ngudi con ditng tir xa chi chd thi
tham v6i nhau. Michael bi€t th&, cd 15 di, kién nhin chd
dgi. R4t 1au, bdng mot ngudi dan dng mit 16, 40 s mi
tring bd ngoai quin tdy vai kaki rong thing thinh tir
trong nha di ra. Michael nhin ra mét vai nét quen quen,
nhat 1a khudén mit rd clia ngudi nay, ching voi d6n nhat
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Michael nghe thé&, hdi mirng, 1ong nhim 1én mot chiit
hy vong:Nang chua chét, chi mat tich thoi!

- “Thé khong ai ki€m Ly sao?” Chang nhiu may: “C3
hai cu ciing khéng quan tAm téi c6 4y?”

Dan lic dau:

- “Cuy 6ng sau dém d6 thi qua ddi. Cu ba dau y&u lién
mién...rdi chiing t6i cling khdng do la thém dudgc tin tifc
gi...nhat 12 vira ngheo, vira bi cdng an theo déi.”

Mit Michael siang 1én:

- “Né&u bay gid minh c6 tién, khong con bi ai theo ddi
thi c6 thé tim ki€m dugc Ly khong?”

Chang néi xong, chd dgi phan tng ctia Dan.

Dan nhin Michael suy nghi mot liic, rdi gat dau:

- “Thu thuc, t6i ciing khdng chdc 1dm vi sy viéc siy ra
da khd 1au v6i qud nhiéu bi€n ¢6..nhung ta ci thit.”
Dan gat gu: “Biét didu s6 6ng hén..Nhung chic 6ng
phdi & lai day it ngay méi dugc.”

Michael phan khdi, tuci nét mit:

- “Pudc chit. Minh ¢6 sin xe hoi...mudn di dau thi di.”

Din trdim ngim suy nghi, rdi khé 1ic diu:

- “Khéng thé 1am én 0. Minh chf thué ngudi bi mat
dd la, vi néu bon céng an biét dudc thi nguy to. Ong tin
t6i di.”

Tuy khong hiéu hét ¥ cda Dan, nhung Michael cdng
nhan sy thin trong cta anh ta 1a phdi, vi it ra, Din 1
ngudi dia phuong, biét tinh hinh 3 day hon ngudi tir xa
t6i nhu chang.

T6i hom d6, nhd c6 tién didt 16t cong an khém,
Michael dudc phép & lai miy ngay. Gia dinh Din bon
ngudi, song trong mdt cin phong nén khong khdi bé
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bon. Khi bi€t Michael 12 khich clia con ng chid nha khi
xua, v¢ Dan ti€p dai rdt ni€ém nd, nhung vi 1a dan ba
qué, chit phéc, thily khéch la, lai 12 ngudi M§ nén chi ta
chi lo don dep, khong ddm ngdi néi chuyén.

Michael dugc Dan thé€t com Viét nam khién chang
rit vui, coi nhu dugc hda déng vdi ngudi Viét thian
thuong. Com nudc xong, trdi cling da t6i, v¢ Dan rat y
ti, don cdi giudng “Héng Kdng” cii k¥, cdi giudng duy
nhat clia gia dinh d€ Michael ngd.

Thiy th€, Michael vdi ngin lai, néi:

- “Nay chi Dan, cho t6i ngl ngoai cdi ngya kia ciing
dudc ma.”

Vg Din ngung tay, nhin chang, lic diu:

- “Ong 1a ngudi ngoai qudc..ndm phdn dau lung
chét,” Rai chi lai ti€p tuc don giudng.

Michael quay sang Dan:

- “Anh D4n...n6i chi 4y dirng 1am vy, tdi khong ddm

4 day nita ddu.” N6i th€ chii thyc tinh khéng & day,
chang cling ching bi€t di ddu bay gid.

Cuéi cing, Din ding diy, dé€n bén vg, khé néi:

- “Thoi th€ nay...0ng Michael néi vy, me né ditng
don nifa...” Anh ha thip giong, ti€p: “Pé t6i md cai
phong kia, mdi 6ng ngd tam mot dém...rdi mai sé& tinh.”

Chi v¢ quay lai, nhiu may nhin chong yén ling. Dan
gat git dau:

- “Pi, khong sao diu,” Anh nhin quanh, ti€p: “L4y
man va cdi gbi trong hdom ra day...”

Chi Din luc xuc mdt lic § géc nha, 6m ra mét dHm
man, gdi, dé c3 1&én giudng.

Dan ngap ngiing néi:
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- “Bén nay con cin phong nifa..mdi 6ng sang ngi
tam,” Anh vira néi, vira mot tay cidp man, goi, mot tay
cam chi€c dén cay di ra ca ding chd.

Michael thdy ¢6 gi khic mic, nhung ciing 13 di.

Sau khi giip vg Dan thip ngon dén Hoa ky nhd kh4c,
dit ngay ngidn trén ban, Michael méi budc theo Dan.

Dan di bén Michael, giong ngdp ngirng:

- “C4i phong clia c6 Ly ngay truGc 4y ma...”

Michael xic ddng khi nghe Dan nhic t8i cin phong
dy. Chang nhd né khong 16n, nhung dd dac dep va xinh
xin, ding 13 cin phong cla mdt ¢6 ti€u thu con nha kh4
gid. Thoi gian thin tién bén ngudi dep, trong cin phong
d6 di 1a nhitng ky niém khong thé quén clia chang. Phai
ching vi ton trong nang ma ngudi ta khéng chi€ém nguy,
danh riéng doi nang trd vé? Nhung, khi cifa phong dugc
md ra, Michael thit ngd ngang vi bén trong di hoan
toan thay ddi. C4i ban phan, k& d€ hoa khdéng con nifa.
Chiéc giudng cAm lai dugc thay biing chi€c giudng gd
tap ré tién. Man clfa s miu hdng nhat d3 mat. Duy c6
cdi td 4o thi vin & chd cii. Michael khé thd dai luyén
ti€c. Chang bdi héi, mudng tugng lai hinh 4nh ngudi con

gdi thugt tha, d6i mit den 14y, chi€c miéng xinh, mong

ddé nhu déa hong...dd mdt thdi 3 trong phong nay. Hai
chi€c gh€ dan biing may rich ta, chdng cho & giita nha
cang lam cho cin phong trd nén t6i t& hon.

Dan dé man, gdi xudng giudng, tién tay diy miy cdi
gh& may vé mdt géc nha, miéng phan tran:

- “Lau ngay khong ai 8, bui bAm qua thoi.”

Michael nhin quanh, ngd m ngui:

- “Anh Din, d6 dac cda Ly diu c3 rdi?”
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Dan l4c diu, giong chin nin:

- “Nhitng k€ c6 quyén th& di don sach tir 1au rdi, trir
cdi td coOn it do cii clia c6 4y...toi phdi bd tién mua lai
con mdi."

R6i anh nhin Michael ti€p: “Chic 6ng ciing hiéu tai
sao roi chit?”

Michael bi hdi bat ngd, nhung chang do4dn Dan ciing
bi€t cdi bi mat & dang sau cdi tli 40, chang git dau:

- “T6i hiéu.”

Chi Dan sang theo v6i cdi chdi 16ng ga @€ phii bui
bam déng trén dd dac trong phong. Hai vg chdng Dan
lam ludn tay mot lic, cdn phong trong cling tam 6n,
sach s&. Chi€u dudgc thay, man dudc mic 1én tuom tat.
Michael tho than di quanh phong, chang t6i chiéc cita s
nhin ra ngoai, mit nhw dung vao thin ciy phi lao gia
xitng xiing. Bén dudi phd, thdp thodng béng ngudi qua
lai. '

Khi vg chdng Dan rdi phong, man di budng, ngon
dén dugc van nhd lai, Michael méi cdm thdy vo cling
bang khuing. Chang ngd lung xudng giudng, nhim
mit..khong thé twdng tugng minh dang nim trong cin
phdng clda ngudi minh thuong trong gin hai mudi nim
qua. Trong man dém, ti€ng mudi vo ve, tiéng phi lao reo
vi vu, ti€éng d€ ni non budn ba...ti€ng lao xao clia ngudi
di duSi dudng 1a nhitng Am thanh clia ngdy xa xua...hdu
nhu khong thay d6i. Nim ném quen, bay gid ngd lung
tréb chi€u, dudi 1a i gb citng dd thyc é 4m khé chiu, coi
bd chang khé ma dé ngay dudc gidc ngd.

...Chic chitng mudi gid théi ma nhu di khuya lic
khuya 16. Dugi dudng da ving ling. Bong Michael nghi
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khong ra vi sao moi phong khiac déu c¢é ngudi chi€m
ngu, ma cin phong nay lai bd tréng? Ching mim cudi
khi nghi...ching 1& ho tién tri ngdy hdm nay minh tr§ vé
thim Ly...nén danh sin cho chang ching.

Khong bi€t trong bao 1au, Michael thi€p di. Trong
gidc ngd chip chon...bdng chang nghe c¢é ti€ng ddng 16n
bén ngoai hanh lang. Michael nghi ngay dén nhitng ké
lam liéu, cudp béc ngudi nudc ngodi t6i, nén ching hét
hdn, viing ngdi day, nhin ra cira dé phong. Ngay lic d3,
mdt cd gdi khda than, ring ném nop, téc xda 1di bdi,
nhao vao phong, miéng thét 1én thdm thiét: “Ciu tdi
v3i...!Trdi di, ai ciu t61 véi...”

Michael kinh hii, nhung khong chim tré, nh3y vdi ra
khéi giudng, chay viit lai phia ¢ gdi vira khi nang x6 t3i
bén chang..khi€n Michael bang hoang gidt bidn
ngudi...va bimg tinh con 4c mong. Md hdi Michael toat
ra, trong nguc dip thinh thich, nhat 12 chang lai thdy
minh dang diung gilfa cin phong, dudi dnh dén khuya
md t3. Bon bé ving ngit!

Michael run run 1in vé giudng. Pi chui vao man,
nhung mit chang vin m& chong chong...gdi nhé lai hinh
dnh tring todt, ti€ng kéu th4t thanh dé€n ron ngudi cla
cd gdi trong gidc mo khién chang rang minh, én lanh
dén d6 phai chdi day vin to ngon dén. Biét 1a khong tai
nao ngl ngay lai dugc, Michael ngdi xudng chi€c ghé&
may dya bén td do0 d€ hit thuSe. V6 tinh Michael dung
manh khuyu tay vio khi&€n cdnh clfa ti bung ra. Michael
gidt minh, quay lai nhin. Chang nhén ra trong ti con treo
it y phuc phu nit. Michael ditng ddy, cAm dén soi cho r3
hon. B4t chot, chang thiy mdt tAim hinh badn thin cla
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mdt thi€u nit téc dai mudt, bing ni¥a ban tay, ddn & mit
sau cianh cfa ti. Nhin gan hon, Michael vui mirng khi
nhin ra d6 1a dnh clia Ly nim xua. Chang voi béc tAm.
dnhra, nhe dit moi 1én hon say dim.

Michael bd tdm hinh vio vi, 4p lung v8i tAm 4nh bin
than ci k§ clia minh: “Né&u khong con gip Ly nita thi
chuyén di nay ciing di c6 phan an di.” Michael vira nghi
th€, vira thin thd di lai quanh cin phong ving ling. C6
ldc chang mudng tugng nhu Ly dang ditng ngdi dau day.
B4t chgt chang nghi t6i gidc 4c mOng vita qua, téi cd gai
16a 16 chay vao phong nay cung tiéng kéu ciu that
thanh.. khéng bi€t c6 lién hé gi v6i Ly khong? Trong
gidc mo, vi qua kinh hii, chang khong con tim tri dé ghi
nhin nhian ddng cla cd nay. Thuc ding ti€c. Mot ¥ nghi
théang qua, Michael trd lai giudng, 1én nim ngay ngén,
c6 db gidc ngi...biét ddu, con 4c mdng sé& trd vé mot 1an
nita. Tuy c6 lic chang chgp mit dugc mot lic, nhung
khong c6 gi sdy ra ca.

Sing ra, Din sang mdi Michael vé bén anh ta in
diém tim. Vira gip chang, anh ta hdi ngay:

- “Pém rdi, la nha, d6ng c6 ngi dugc khong?’ Dan
nhin Michael nhu chd dgi mdt ciu trd 15i...quan trong.

Michael gt dau:

- “Ciing ngd dugc mdt chiit,” Chang vuon vai, hdi 1ic
diu: “R6 ngu trong nha..ma nhv ngl ndi tha ma md
dia.”

Dan phin ¢ng lién:

-“Ong néi sao? Ndi tha ma?!”

- “No6i dua thoi...” Michael vira cudi néi, vira mé cira
ra ngoai trudc.

145


Administrator
Coõi Thieân Thai http://www.coithienthai.com

Administrator
Coõi Thieân Thai http://www.coithienthai.com




