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Hai ngudi trd v& t6i phong clia gia dinh Dan, da thdy
chi vo don ra ban nudc dia x6i ddu xanh con bdc khoéi.
Thay khach vé, chi bén I1&n néi:

-"B& n6é m&i 6ng di."

N6i thé, nhung chi ta lai hét truc:

- “M&i 6ng xdi chit qua nha qué. G day, budi séng ho
chi ban may th¢ lit vit ndy théi.” Chi ta Iui ra xa,
nhudng 161 cho hai ngudi.

Michael tu nhién ngdi xuéng gh€, néi:

- “Q, th€ ma ngon chi a. Ngay t6i con & Viét Nam, toi
ciing di tht dn thit x6i nay. Hon hai mudi nim rdi d6!”
Chang nhin quanh, cao giong hdi: “Céc chau dau cd
oi?”

Dan ngbdi xudng, ddi dién véi Michael, dap:

- “Thua, ching né di hoc c3 rbi. Mdi 6ng.”

- “Cam on anh chi.” Michael cAm thia, xtc x6i vao
b4t ciia minh, khen: “Xdi cdn néng, trong ngon nhi.”

VJ chdng Dan nhin nhau, cudi. Ho khdng ngs c6 mdt
ngudi M§ gan gui v6i ngudi Viét nhu vay.

An dugc miy mi€ng, Michael lya 15i hdi do:

- “C4i phong ¢d Ly t6i ngli dém qua..sao lai bd
khong vdy anh chi?” Chang nhin k§ phd dng clda vd
chdng Dan. Ngudi vg hoi bdi 16i, nhung Din hinh nhu
dasdn cau trd 15i:

- “Ong ciing bd 16i cho...hdm qua vi ket qué...m6i
phién 6ng ngd bén d6...” Anh ta bd ling cadu néi, nhin
Michael do xét.

Michael khong thé yén ling dudc nita, nhin ra cia,
ndi:

- “N6i thyc nhé...dém qua, tdi gdp mot con 4c mong.
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M6t cd gdi tran trudng tung cita, chay vao phong, kéu
cfu that thanh. Khi gidt minh diy..thi khéng thiy
gi...nhung gidc mo thi y nhu chuyén vira siy ra. SJ qud,
cd dém khdng sao ngil lai dugc.” Chang nhin hai ngudi,
r6i chdm rdi: “Cé gi, anh chi cit cho tdi biét di...”

Vd Dan dang dinh 1én ti€ng thi anh chdng ra ddu yén
lang, rdi nhin Michael néi:

- “Piing nhu vay. Phong d6 d€ khong tir 1au, khong ai
ddm & ciing chi vi c6 gdi hay hién ra trong gidc md dé,
ong a. Khong phdi 1a mét gidc mo hio huyén diu..ma
12 chuyén thuc sdy ra cd mudi miy nim vé trudc, ké tir
dém cd Ly trén vé dé...

Anh ngung 18i, nhiu may, dang dinh k€ ti€p cdu
chuyén thi chi vg néi xen vao:

- “Cd 4y 1a c6 Ly con cuy chi diy, 6ng a.”

Michael gidt th6t ngudi:

- “Thira Ly da ché&t?”

Dan lic diu quiy quiy, gat di:

- “Me may biét gi.” Réi quay sang Michael, anh ti€p:
“Ong a, khi bén kia vé 'gidi phéng', Anh nhy 13 151, nhin
nhanh ra cta...rdi ha giong vira dd cho minh Michael
nghe: “Tén tinh Gy ra 1énh ai & thué trong nhi nay déu
phai di hét, trit ching tdi va gia dinh ¢6 Ly. Ong cu 1a
chd nha thyc, nhung tén ndy van coi nhu da thi 4n cho
gia dinh cy. Vi th€, ngdy ngay hdn lin la t8i day, ga
gdm c6 Ly lam vg bé hdn ta. Riéng c6 Ly, hin vin
danh cin phong cii dé nang 8. Hin khong chua dam bt
nang vé nha vi vg hin 12 mot ngudi rat ghen tuwong va
hung dit. Trong tinh thé d6, hai cu tbi, va nhat 1a ¢d Ly
quyét liét tir chsi. Bi€t khong thé thuyét phuc dudc
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ngudi ta, mdt dém hdn dem linh t6i vdy cd khu quanh
day, r6i vdo nha nay tréi 6ng ba cu lai, xong hdn x0ng
dai vao, xé quin 4o c¢d Ly ra, dinh lam 4u...d€ coi nhu
chuyén da rdi. Nhung, khong biét sao, ¢ Ly lai bat ngd
thodt dugc khdi tay hin, chay nhu bay vé phong riéng,
miéng kéu cdu inh 8i.. Tén nay gidn dit, nhu him x§
chudng, dién cudng dudi theo. Nhung hét stc la lung 1a
ching biét finh hinh trong phong lic 4y ra sao, ma sau
dé, khong ai nghe dong tinh gi nita. Ching tdi theo 1€n
téi ndi, chi thd'y phong ving hoe. C6 Ly, tén tinh 0y kia
di ddu mat. Sau nay c6 tin ddn...c6 Ly nhdy lau xudng
dudng ty t, nén tén kia sd tdi, mang xdc c6 ay di, trén
biét. C6 ngudi con cho 1a hin ta bdt dugc Ly, mang di
song chung 8 mdt ndi nao d6.”

Dan k€ mot hoi ciu chuyén. Michael ngdi nghe, 1ong
cam thuong, vo cung x6t xa cho sd phin clia Ly.

Dan nghi mét lic, cao giong, tiép:

- “Ti ngay 4y, ai ngd trong phong c6 Ly, dém nao
cling gip con 4¢c mong nhu 6ng. Cudi cling, ngudi ta dén
ra, lam ai ciing sg. Vi th&, né6 dé khdng cho t6i nay.”
Dan thd dai: “Hai cu tdi ciing vi chuyén c¢d Ly, budén
qui ma 1an lugt qua ddi.”

Michael khong ngd chuyén cia ngudi yéu bi thuong
va éo le nhu viy, chang nhin Dan, tram giong:

- “Anh Dan a, c6 1& t6i s€ G lai diy tdi khi chiing ta
tim dudc tdng tich clia Ly, hoic bi&t chic ¢d 4y dd mat,
t6i méi yén tdim vé M§.” Chang suy nghi mot chut, 18y
tir vi ra hai trim d6 la, dua cho vg Dan, néi:

- “Chi cAm 14y d€ chi dung trong lic t6i & day. Tién
con lai, t6i tdng cdc chiu mua sich v3.” Chang quay
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sang DAin, thAn mit: “Anh Din, ching ta khdi sy viéc
tim ki€m Ly ngay tif hém nay...phi t6n bao nhiéu ciing
dung lo.”

Vd chéng Dan ngd nging truSc s6 tién qud 16n ma c3
dci ho, chura bao gid ddm mo udc. Ldi néi cia Michael
cho ho hiéu day 1a cdch ting tién t& nhi cho gia dinh ho,
chif tiéu gi trong miy ngdy ma hét t6i tién triéu! Trong
lic chi vg ng&n ngudi vi ngac nhién, thi Din ra vé ti
choi:

- “Ong Michael, in udng gi ca tién triéu thé nay? Mot
nita chd nay ciing dd chan”.

Michael cudi, thanh that:

- “Anh dirng 14n than...ti€n con du, tdi ting cic chdu
ma. Anh chi khong nhin, t6i khdéng yé€n 1dong dau.
Chuyén tim Ly con nhiéu khé nhoc, chi mong anh tin
tinh cong tdc véi t6i...1a qui rdi.”

Dan ra hiéu cho vd cat tién di, rdi cling thanh khin
ndi véi Michael:

- “Viy cam on 6ng. Pay ciing 14 dip may cho chiing
t6i...vi c6 thé diéu tra hu thuc vé viéc mat tich cla cd
Ly. TruSc t6i nay, trong 10ng ching t6i rat 4y ndy, thdy
minh c6 18i vé6i hai cu. Qua thuc, ching t6i khong dd
phuong tién d€ lo...ngay ngay ki€ém miéng in nudi cic
chdu da vat v3 1im r6i...”

Michael gat dau:

- “Hy vong hai ngudi minh hop lai lam viéc sé& c6 két
qua t8t, du t8n kém, tdi cling khong ti€c. Chiing ta cif c&
ging, né€u khodng tim dugc nang thi d6 1a s6 ménh, ta
danh chiu th6i.”

Dan nhin Michael ap tng:
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- “Vay tdi nay...?”

- “T6i vin ngd bén d6.” Chang khé cudi: “Né&u 12 hén
ma c6 Ly...tdi khong ¢6 1y gl ma phai sg.”

Ngay hom d6, Michael cing Dan sip dit, tim gip
nhitng ngudi lanh 1¢i, hiéu chuyén d€ muén ho di tim
ki€m tin tifc lién quan téi Ly.

Budi t6i, sau khi dn com xong, Michael trd lai cidn
phong clia Ly. Chang vin to ngon dén dau, ngdi hit
thu6c cho qua thdi gid. Dan c¢é sang mot 1an, dinh ngdi
lai chai v@i Michael cho bét hiu quanh, nhung chang tr
chdi, 14y ¢6 cin di ngd sém...dé€ chd xem Ly c6 3 lai
trong mdng nita khéng. Dan hiéu y, trd vé phong minh.

Dian di rdi, Michael sta soan giudng chi€u, budng
man r6i vao nim chd dgi. Thoi gian chim chim troi.
Ngoai trdi hém nay c6 gié to, cay phi lao bén cifa s8 reo
vi vu, bubn ba. C4nh cita s8 14u ngay, ¢ di long, thinh
thodng bi gié thdi, dip vao tudng keo lach cach. Ti€ng
lao xao clia ngudi di dusi dudng thua din, khoéng gian
tr8 nén quanh qué. Ti€ng co6n trung hda 1in véi Am
thanh cda thién nhién...vd gan hon, ti€ng vo ve cda vai
con mudi con vudng trong man...nghe déu déu khong
dut.

Michael di ¢6 y dinh tit trudc. Chang nim nghiéng
ngudi, mit quay vé phia clfa ra vao. Qua canh man vai
thua, ching c6 thé thdy rd nhitng gi sdy ra bén ngoai.

C6 1& di téi m¥a khuya, Michael rdi vao gidc ngd lic
nao khong hay. Va ding nhu 131 Dan, con 4c mong
khong thé khong dén...Bit ddu 1a ti€ng chan khua dong
ngoai hanh lang, ti€ng dip cra rim ram, ti€ng la: “Citu
t0i v6i...Trdi di...ai cu tdi vdi...!”” Dong thdi béng tring
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xuit hién...ti€ng cai then ctta ldch cdch. Nang chay téi
gan chd Michael nim. Chang ¢8 gitong mit nhin k¥,
tha'y dang dap c6 gdi qui 1a giéng Ly. Nang chay quanh
phong mot cdch hodng hét, hai tay dap vao th 4o thinh
thinh, nhu ¢& X6 né ra, nhung khéng dugc. Tiéng thd
g4p, tiéng ndc 1én tiing con ghen ngao. Ngoai hanh lang,
tiéng phd clta rAim rim, ti€ng gdm g nhu di thd. Va
cudi cung, clta phong bat tung. Ngudi con gdi kinh hai
thet 1én, 16n dén dd 1am Michael birng tinh con mé.

Michael dui mit, vén man nhin ra ngoai. Cin phong
tuy ving vé, nhung cdi khong khi sdi dong clia con 4c
mdng hinh nu cdn phing phat...1am lung linh ngon dén
diu dé trén ké gin diu giudng. Michael chdi diy, ra
khdi giudng. Piéu lam chang giit minh dén sing sot 1a
canh ctfa phong di bi md tung. Gilta modng va
thirc...khong hin hoaa toan khac biét...ma c6 dé€ lai dau
vét.

Nhé t6i cdnh sd hii, cudng cudng dén tuyét vong cia
cO gdi gidng nhu Ly trong con 4c mdng khi€n Michael
vO cung thuong cdm. Nuéc mdt Michael ty nhién trao
ra, dam dia trén md. C4i bi ddt cla cau chuyén I3, tuy
dd sdy ra hang mudi miy nim rdi...th€ ma sy tinh k&t
lai bing nhitng thuong dau khong thé tan bién di dugc.
LA ngudi than thiét cda nang, cdnh tudng d6 con khién
chang kinh hén, hudng chi ké xa la.

V2, Michael thic tring dém hom dé.

Sdng hdm sau, trong lic udng tra, Michael thu tha ké
lai moi chi ti€t cho vo chdng Din nghe. Ching mang hét
tAm sy, vé mdi tinh siu dim ctia minh v6i Ly ra néi hét
vdi ho bing mot giong hét stfc ngdm ngii, rdi tiép:
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- “Anh chij thdy d6...trténg Ly bi viy ham, bi sin dudi
nhu vdy ma minh danh b6 tay. Pém hém trudc, trong
mo, tdi da chdi diy, phéng ngudi ra...thi hinh béng clia
nang tan bi€n mat... tinh day, t6i thdy minh dang ding
giita phong. Pém rdi, t6i chi nim, dinh bung dé quan s4t
tif ddu chi cudi, nhung lai bi ti€ng thét cia Ly ddnh
thic...nén hét thay su gi sdy ra sau d6...va két qua cudc
dudi bit ra sao, nhdt 12 hai ngudi cudi cing di vé
dau...La lung & chd 132 m6t cdnh cilra phong bi md tung,
ding nhu trong gidc mo!” Michael ngung lai mot chuit,
roi blii nghi ti€p, nhu ty hdi minh: “Khdng bi€t Ly...s0ng
chét ra sao?”

Dan xoay lai thé ngdi, 1dc dau:

- “Chua ai ddm chic 12 c6 Ly d4 mit. Nhung khong
ché&t sao hon cit...hién vé 4m dnh ngudi ta biang ciach
dién lai cdnh hii hing dém xua?”

Bdng vg Dan rut ré néi:

- “Ong Michael, hay nhd ngudi xudng 4m phu...tim ¢d
Ly? Néu c6 4y da chét thi 4t phdi gap...” Chi ta nhiu
may: “Ching t6i vin thdy ngudi ta ddnh ddng thi€p
xudng cdi Am tim ngudi chét.”

Y kién that la ling d6i véi Michael. Bén M$, ngudi
da dd ciing thudng c6 nhitng budi t& thin, goi hén ngudi
chét, nhung khong thiy ai néi t6i chuyén xuéng Am phi
tim than nhin. Michael rit mong bi&t s& phin clia Ly ra
520..c6 bi tén tinh Gy bit dugc hay di nhdy lau wr
van...”

- “P4nh dong thi€p 12 thé€ nao, chi Dan?” Michael
nhin vg Déin, chd ciu trd 18i 1am chi ta hoi ling ting.

Dan gat di:
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- “6, ong dirng nghe chuyén miy mu nha qué néi
nhdm,” Anh quay sang vg: “Minh chi vé van thoi. Ngudi
van minh ai lai tin vao cdi trd phu phép d6...”

Nhung bit ngd, Michael gat ngay 13i Dan:

- “Chi 4y c¢6 ¥ ki€n hay diy...” Chang nhin v¢ Din
gat dau khuyén khich: “Chi c6 biét ai lam dudc chuyén
dé6 khong?” Vg Dan dang dinh néi ti€p thi Dan gio tay
ra hi€n ngung.

C6 1€ Dan khong tin Michael thyc tdm, nghi 1a chang
lich sy, ching mu6n phit ¥ vd minh, nén anh ging
guong gidi thich d€ Michael bi€t chuyén:

- “Ong Michael, ddnh ddng thi€p 1a cdi trdo ki€m tién
clia may tay thiy phdp, néi 1a ph phép d€ con déng
xuat hon, xuéng dudi chin tirng dia nguc tim cic vong
hdn. Ong cha nén tin m4y chuyén nhu thé.”

Michael quay sang Dan, cudi:

- “Khéng, t6i muén thit thuc ddy. Anh cit dé chi Ay
gidp t6i, ching sao ddu.” Chang néi v6i vd Dan: “Nao
chi thf nghi xem c6 6ng thay ndo gidi cong viéc d6
khong”. |

Vg Dan thém bao dan, néi:

- “Bén Poai ¢6 6ng thay dianh dong thi€p nghé lim.
MAy thdng trudc, chi phé Thong ngoai chg c6 nhd 6ng
ta tim thiing con biét tich bén Cam B6t. B6 né ra héi chi
ta...cho 6ng.”

Michael nhin Dan git git diu.

Dan ditng 1én, khé thd dai, 1ic dau ra vé khdng miy

tin tudng:

- “Théi dudc, d€ tdi di xem sao. Pém rdi 6ng ngi
khong dugc, nén lam mot gidc di, khong lai dau thi
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hdng.” Anh quay sang vg: “Phii giudng chi€u dé 6ng
nghf d8 & diy...rdi lo bita chiéu thi vira.”

Dan ditng 1€n nhu sdn sang ra di.

Michael ngit 16i Dan:

- “Théi khdi vat va. Chi 1am gi tdi 4n dudc hét. T6i
dang tdp lam ngudi Viét diy. Gia khi xua, tdi khong
phdi 1a linh M§..ma dugc nhu anh Dain..khdng biét
chirng da cudi dude Ly rdi, chit dadu phdi khd nhu ngay
nay. Anh dung ban tdm, cif di lo chuyén dé di.”

V¢ chdng Dan nghe Michael néi, nhin nhau mim cudi.
Dan nhin quanh, rdi néi:

- “Me n6 cit lam theo y 6ng di. T6i di s6m mét
chit..cho xong chuyén...khéng 6ng chd 1au, s6t ruot.”

N6i xong, Dan tat td ra cia.

Michael gidt minh choang diy khi bi Dan ddnh thifc.
Chang ngdi 1én, dui mit nhin anh ta dang ding bé
giudng. ‘

~“Ong ngii dugc ch&?” Dan than mat héi.

Michael vuon vai:

- “Cam on anh...m4y gid rdi nhi?”

- “Hai gi® hon. T6i dd dua cdi 6ng thiay phdp vé day
roi.” Nhin nhanh ra ngoai, anh ti€p: “Pang d€ ngdi chd
6ng & phong bén dy. Ong rifa mat rdi minh sang néi
chuyén.”

Michael git dau:
- “T6t ldm.”

Michael xudng khdi giudng, theo Din ra hang hién
rita mit.
Dan ditng bén, hoi lic dau, cudi néi:
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- “Mi thi mdi...chtt t6i khdng may tin tudng, lai thém
ton kém.”

- “Ping lo. Minh ci th¥ xem sao,” Michael vita vit
khin mit 1én diy phdi, vira an 4i Dan: “Yén tam. G bén
My chiing t6i, anh ditng tudng ngudi vin minh ma hét
tin di doan diu. Trong Ngii Gidc Dai, cd quan quan su
dAu ndo clia nudc t6i, mi nim ho bd ra hang triéu do la
trd cho cdc 6ng ba thiy béi, thiy tuéng ddy, anh c6 tin
khong? Cho dit hdm nay anh em minh mat mdy trim
ngan déng Viét Nam cho Ong ta thi c¢6 1a bao.” Chang
vd vai Dan: “Nao, dirng thic mic nita, minh sang gap
Ongta di.”

Ong thdy phdp 13 mot cu gia chiing trén dudi biy
mudi, téc bac tring, cit cao, vé ngudi c¢dn quic thudc,
gidn di trong bo ba ba den. Thay hai ngudi vao, o6ng cu
voi ding 1én vdi chao. Thdy Michael 12 ngudi ngoai
qudc dng cu hoi khép, tay chan ling ting. Michael thdy
diéu d6, nén chang chao hdi thin mat:

- “Chao cu, xin cu dirng ngai gi cd. Cu da vui long
dén day gidp cho ching t6i da 1a quy 1dm rdi.”

Nghe Michael néi ti€ng Viét, dng thay c6 vé thich thd
nén ty nhién hon:

- “Thay 6ng 12 ngudi nuSc ngoai ma ciing tin vao
phép thin linh cla dao c8 ching t6i, tdi rat kinh phuyc.
Con viéc sang diy nio cé ding k€ gi dé dng ban tAm,”
Cu quay sang Dan, ti€p: “Anh Dan diy vdi ching toi
ciing 1a chd quen bi€t ma...”

Sau m4y ciu khich sdo, ba ngudi ngdi quanh c4di ban
nudc nhé ma Dan mdi mang sang.

Moi ngudi udng xong tich tra, Michael mdi thu thd
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mang cAu chuyén ctia Ly ra trinh bdy vé6i ong thay.

Thay phap ngdi ling yén, cham chid nghe, sau cling,
cu hing giong, néi:

- “Can budng nay, thoat vio, t6i di cdm thiy cé
nhiéu khi 4m, khong ngd ciu chuyén lai sdy ra ding ndi
nay. Viéc dua ngudi xuéng cdi Am tim oan hon thi
ching khé gi, chi c6 diéu 6ng da chon ai di chua ma
th6i.” Cu li€c sang Dan, ti€p: “Anh Dan xem th€ nao?”

Dan nghe nhic d&€n minh, hdi ngdn ngudi ra, chua biét
trd 15i sao, vi anh ciing ching ranh chuyén nay.

Michael nhin nhanh hai ngudi, néi:

- “Thua thay, t6i dimh di mot chuyén, duge khong?”

Ong thay tron m&t nhin chang, sau git dau:

- “Né&u 6ng dinh thé, ciing duge,” Ong cu hdi nhiu
may, tiép: “C6 van dé..1a via cla dng cing qud, khién
cOng viéc clia t6i s&€ khé khan thoi. Thuong thi ching t6i
c6 sin con dong, chit khdch it ngudi dim ty minh di...”
Cu git diu: “C4i khé nhat, khong phdi 1a ddnh thi€p lic
di, ma vao lic chiéu hdn tr§ vé. N&u dng thay khong
viing tay &n, c6 thé 1am ngudi d6 di ludn...thi nguy 1dm.
Anh Dan dén mdi, t6i chua r6 chuyén nén khéng mang
s&n con ddng theo. N&u 6ng da quyét di thi cling tién...”

Dan nghe néi, 4i ngai nhin sang Michael xem phdn
ing chang ra sao. Nhung Michael lai thdn nhién, cudi,
néi:

- “Tbi tin & cu. Khong sao dau. Vay bao gid minh khdi
su?”’

- “Gid nao ciing dugc...”

B&ng Michael ndy ra mgt ¥ nghi tdo bao, vdi cit 16
thdy phdp:
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- “Thé€ nay...néu cy 1am dudc...cS 1& t5t hon chuyén di
tim 4m hdn.”

Ong thay ngac nhién, hdi:

-“Ong néi sao0?”

Michael suy nghi mot chiit, roi néi:

- “Thiy da bi€t...dém dém nhitng ai ngd trong phong
nay déu md thdy cdnh Ly bi tén kia dudi bit t6i day.
Tb6i da thdy t4i hai 1an. Tiéng ph4 cita rAim rim, tiéng
gdm gt nhuy minh thd, ti€ng gio thét ciu citu cla
Ly..rat 12 khing khi€p. N&u c6 thé dudc, xin cu
gitip...dua hdn t6i vé ding cdi dém hom d6...dé t6i thuc
su ¢6 mdt v8i Ly lic nang gip nan, c¢6 dugc khong?”

Dan va 6ng thay déu sitng s6t nhin Michael. Nhung
chang gidi thich thém:

- “Bén T4y phudng, nhitng ngudi bi khiing hodng tim
than hoic dién loan vi nhitng biét ddng tdm ly ditr d6i do
nhiing bi€n ¢8 trong qud khit xa xua, cdc bdc si phin
tdm hoc dung thuit thdi mién dua ho vé diing vio lic sy
viéc kia sdy ra...d€ c¢3i md nhitng 4m 4nh da khién cho
ho 14m bénh, nhd d6, bénh nhin dugc hdi phuc.” Chang
ngung lai mot lic, 10i ti€p: “Chuyén ciia chiing ta hdm
nay, cing mdt cich dé, néu tdi trd vé ding cdi dém Ly
bi nan..biét diu s& giip dudc nang trong lic nguy
nan...thi cdi 4m 4nh trong cidn phong ndy méi dudc thdo
£d...va hy vong ngudi § didy sau nay khong con bi quiy
nhiéu nita. Cu nghi sa0?”

Ong thiy ngdi yén nhu tugng, mit hoi nhim lai.
Michael bi€t cu dang suy nghi, chang ling 1& chd dgi.

M4y phiit qua, cu tf tif m3 mit ra, nhin Michael chim
chiam, rdi néi:
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- “T6i da hi€u y 6ng. Thuc chira ngudi ndo nhd tdi
1am mdt viéc nhu vdy. Nhung 6ng dd mudn, tdi ciling xin
ging sdc giip O6ng.” Cu quay sang Din, néi: “Bay gid
anh Dan di mua nhang dén va d6 1& dam. Ong Michael
v€ bén 4y nghi ngoi, cho t6i mugn cin phong nay dén
t61. Chirng chin gid, mdi cdc 6ng sang day véi t6i.”

Michael nghi ti viéc gidi thodt Ly, v6i hdi:

- “Né&u cin phuong tién di chuyén...xe hdi clia t6i...?”

Thém mot ric r6i. Ong thiy lic diu, néi:

- “V&n dé khé day...Toi khong thé dua cdi xe d6 theo
ong.”

Michael chgt nhin Dan, hdi:

- “Anh Dan...cdi xe lam thgdi d67”

Dan cau may suy nghi, rdi ngap ngirng néi:

- “Ph3i...ngdy d6...van cdn...sa0?”

- “Anh theo t6i...di mugn xe dudc khong.” Chang lo
ling nhin sang 6ng thay.

- “Ong khong sg...tdi dau c6 hii.” Quay sang dng cu,
anh héi: “Chdu ciing di, cu tinh sao?”

Ong thdy phip cudi, lic diu chao thua:

- “Chiu midy 6ng. Pugc, minh s& ging ‘choi’ mét
keo.” Vira néi, cu ta vira bé miy ngén tay kéu ring ric.

Dan dua ¥ kién:

- "Minh sdi rugu da chit?” Anh nhin khdch chd dgi.

Ong thay gat di:

- “C4am on anh, khong cin dau, lic trua &n mudn, t6i
chura d6i. D€ xong viéc rdi ding bita t6t hon.”

Michael va Dan khéng néi thém, lam ding theo sy
sap dit cia 6ng thay phap, Michael néi xudi:

- "Vay ciling dugc."”
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Chin gi dém, Din mang t4t cd nhitng thif cin thiét
nhu nhang dén, sip gidy ban tring, thém nadi chudi, vai
cip odn goi gidy bong xanh dd, ciing Michael trd lai cin
phong cla Ly. Lic nay, dng thay phdp dang di di, lai
lai, c6 ¥ chd dgi. Thay hai ngudi t6i, 6ng ditng budc, vui
vé noi:

- “Ong Michael, yén tim, khong sao diu.” Cu cudi
nifa miéng, gt gu “Khong ngd 6ng nghi ra chuyén d4.”

Michael mirng 3 khi thdy ong thay dic chi. Nhung
thdy Dan mit trim tram suy nghi, chang tSi bén, khé v
vai, an Ui:

- “Dan, ding lo.” Quay sang 6ng thiy, chang hdi:
“Bao gid khdi sy, thua cu?”

Ong thiy dang by dd ciing 1én khay g8, cim nhang
vao cdi ly, trong c6 it gao dé ciy nhang ding thing
dudc. Nghe Michael hdi, ngling 1€n, dap:

- “Ngay biy gid.” Cu Ii ra xa, ngdm Michael tir dau
t6i chan, rdi ti€p: “Cdc 6ng dn van thé ndo, sang bén kia
ciing s& nhu thé€.” Quay sang Dan, cu ti€p: “Anh c6 din
chi 4y tuyét d6i khong dudc sang diy, khong?”

-“Da,da.”

- “Viy la duge.”

Michael nhin ra ngodi cta s8, rdi ra hiéu cho Din
theo chang ra d6: “Dan, tSi lic 4y, theo cAy phi lao nay
xubng dudng, di 14y xe gap, roi ddi tdi & sau nha...chd
lic chiéu anh em minh ra d6...”

Dan cling nhin ra ngodi quan sit, réi git dau:

- “Da, 6ng yén long...td6i lam dugc.”

Michael khong ra, chi ditng ngé theo.
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Khi Din quay vao, Ong thiy git diu khen:

- “Ong tinh vy thuc chu ddo...Anh Dan, ra déng cifa
lai di.”

Trong khi Dan ra déng cita phong, dng thiy dua ban
cing dat bén diu giudng, dot nhang va dén cay Ién, 4nh
Ita chip chon, khéi bay nghi ngit, mui huong thom
thoang thodng khip phong. Cu quy mdt bén, hai tay
ning ba cdy nhang trudc trdn, 1dm rdm khdn vdi. Cinh
tugng rat trang nghiém.

Theo 15i 6ng thay, Michael vd Dan 1én nim song
song, ngay ngin trén chi€c giudng chit hep, nhung
khong budng man. Ong cu kéo gh&, ngdi mot bén. Mot
cdi ly thit hai dudc 6ng cu dé riéng, chi cim mdt cay
nhang, nhung chua dét 1én.

Pém d3 siu, 6ng thiy méi 14y hai t§ gidy bdn tring
phii 1én mit hai ngudi, giong déu déu, nghe rit mo hd
nhu ving tu noi ddu dau:

- “Bay gid, hai 6ng c8 dé tri 6c trong khong, dirng suy
nghi gi hét. Nhé 1a hai ngudi chi di dugc mot thdi gian
chdy hét ciy nhang...thi phdi vé, du lic d6 cdc 6ng dang
G diu, lam viéc gi...”

Michael va Dén lam theo 15i 6ng thay. Bén tai ho c6
ti€ng doc chd 14m rim...chen 1in ti€ng khanh nhd gd
déu déu..mui huong ngiy ngat, khién tdm tri hai ngudi
lang dang, bang khuing.

Khong biét t6i bao 1au, Michael va Din thié€p di. C6
ti€ng gié thoi nhe bén tai..rdi Am thanh tra séng bién
dat dao, lic manh nhu thdc d8, lic ém nhe gidng nudc
dang rit ra xa bdi cit. Bdng nhién c6 ti€ng chan ngudi
tir ddu vang vong lai...16n dan..rAm rip...ti€ng m3 cla
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tung ra nhu cham vao vdch tudng, ti€ng cai then lich
cdch...cing vdi ti€ng kéu citu that thanh...va rdi bong
tring clia Ly xud't hién & gitta phong: “Ciu t6i véi... Trdi
di, ai ciu tdi vdi!” Nang chay 16ng 16n, ludn quin trong
phong, tay dap vao cdnh cta ti rim ram, nhu muén x4
né ra ma khong lam dugc. Bén ngoai ¢6 ti€ng pha cita
g4p, ti€ng chi thé, ti€ng gam gir ciia loai dc thy.

Din phong ngudi qua clta s8. Michael ciing khong
chdm tré€, ti€n mau lai gin cdi td,. Ly thdy ké la, hodng
hot 10i lai. Michael mé& tl, giat nhanh chd quin 4o trén
mic, ném cho nang, miéng khé la: “Mic vao”. Vira néi,
chang vira 1dy hét stic x6 cdi td sang mot bén. Hanh
dong nay khi€n Ly tin tudng...nén mic vdi quan 4o vao.
Michael nim 14y tay Ly, 16i tudt vao trong ham, rdi lap
tic kéo cdi ti vé chd cii. Ngay lic d6, c6 tiéng canh cita
phong bt tung, tén tinh 0y vao dugc trong, la hét dit
doi. Trong dudng ham t8i mit ming, Michael ci 16i Ly
di...cAng xa cang mau cang tot.

Nhu ¢6 linh tinh gdp dugc quy nhan, Ly khong néi gi,
cd chay theo da kéo cia Michael. Du chi qua dudng
him nay mét 1an, Michael ciing khong gip khé khin,
dua Ly ra khéi tda nha dé t6i con hém hoang ving &
phia sau. Ly mét nhoc, thd doc. Michael bi€t chic tén
kia khong thé bi€t con hAm bi mat nay dé€ dudi theo...c6
thé hidn nghi Ly nhdy qua ca s3 xudng dudi con 16
dang trudc nha. Vi thé€, chiang yén tim kéo Ly ngdi
xudng bén dudng nghi mat 14t.

Michael khé néi:

- “Minh ngdi nghi mot chut di.”
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Thay Michael néi ti€ng Viét khdong mAy ding giong,
v6c ddng cao 16n cia mdt ngudi ngoai quoc, Ly ngd
ngang, héi:

- “Sao 6ng bi€t ma tdi cttu t6i? Lai 1d ¢4 cdi cifa hdm
bi mit trong phong tdi nita?”

- “0, tinh c& thoi” Michael bi&t lic nay khong cé thi
gid noi chi dai dong, nhat 1a nang khé c6 thé hi€u dudgc
chuyén tudng nhu hoang dudng cla hai ngudi.

Nang thic mic:

- “Bay gid 6ng dua t6i di ddu day?”

-“T61i bi€t c6 mdt ndi an toan...cé c yén tam.. khéng
sao nita ddu.” Chang ciing hdi lo nang hdi 16i thoi vé
minh. Nhung khéng, Ly chi ngdi im. Chirng it phit,
Michael nghe hoi thd cda nang dd déu va nhe, chang
ghé mot bén, diu dang nhic:

- “Cd d3 mét roi cht? Minh di thoi.”

Ly khong néi gi, difing voi 1én. Machael nim 14y ban
tay gid lanh cda Ly, dit di. TrJi t6i, hai ngudi di qua
dugc moét quang con dudng hém, hai bén ciy cdi rim
rap, dd nghe thdy ti€ng xe lam nd...hai vét dén sing
trong dém.

Michael ming r3, kéo Ly di mau t6i bén xe d3 nang
1€n, n6i nhanh v6i Dan: “Vot le!”

Ly sing sot khé la 1én khi thi'y Michael dua minh vao
mot chi€c xe lam diu dau ngd hém. Trong béng dém,
nang cling khéng nhédn ra ai ngdi bén tay 14i.

- “Xe clia minh...c6 yén tim. Anh Din dua ching ta
vé...Pa Ning.”

Ly ngac nhién, héi:

- “Dan?”
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- “T6i day.”

Nhan ra giong Dan, Ly ngip nging, 13i pha 1an nudc
mit:

- “Tén d6 v6 cung di man..N6 dianh ba t6i..lai
muon hai ca ddi t6i nita. Ong c6 thé cu ludn ba ma t6i
khoéng?”

Toi nghiép. Liic khdn d6n ma nang c6 nghi dén sy an
nguy cia cha me. Nhung thi gi¥ ¢é han, va lai chuyén
nay khong hé dugc xé&p dit vdi 6ng thiy nén Michael
nghi khong thé 1am dugc, danh néi d€ nang yén 1ong:

- “C6 dung lo...da ¢6 anh Dan”.

Tuy 13i néi cda Michael map md, nhung vi ¢ Dan
di theo, nén Ly tin tudng 13i chang, ling ling ngdi thu
minh trong vong tay m& rong clia chang. Xe lao di thuc
mau. Hai 4nh dén pha quét dai trén dudng trdi da gip
ghénh. Diu viy. Michael vin thdy Dan l4i xe chim
qud, vi bon chang dang phdi chay dua vdi thdi gian.
Trong 1dng Michael d3 bit dau bon chdn, lo ling minh
khong dua Ly vé kip thanh phd. Ly chic vi qua mét sau
con séng gié vira qua nén thi€p di.

May thay, Pa Ning di & truéc mit. Anh dén dién ryc
sdng mot géc trdi. Pudng da dé di hon, Dan dap Lit ga,
ting t6c dd xe, lao nhanh vé truSc. Pudng vio thanh
phd, hai bén nha ctta im lim. Ti€ng né cia mdy xe dbi
lai U tai. Michael mitng 8 khi t6i dugc khiic quanh con
dudng di ngang qua nha thd chinh toa.

Ly viing diy, hdi:

- “Péay la dau vay?”

- “Vé t6i Pa Ning rdi.”

Thdi gian 1am 1ong Micheal héi hdp qud.
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Bdng trong 4m thanh U Ul cda mdy xe, bén tai Michael
nghe 15 ti€ng thi tham clia dng thiy phép: “Pa dén gid
phdi vé 16i...”. Ti€ng d6 déu déu nhic di nhic lai khi€n
Michael cuéng cudng 1én, nhé ngudi vé phia trudc:

- “Ging t6i gan nha dong Saint Paul chiit nita di...”

Thép chubng xiing xitng di hién ra trudc mit. Anh
deén dién soi 16 cdi cOng quét mau vang.

Michael n6éi mau:

- “Dén, ngiing xe.”

Xe thing voi bén 1€ dudng 1am ngudi Ly chii hin
vao 1ong Michael. Chang d8 Ly xudng dit, 6n tdn néi:

- “Cd Ly...da d€n lic chiing t6i phai vé ri...”

Chang khong nd r8i nang trong dém ving, nhung biét
lam sao hon. Chgt chang nhé t6i tim 4nh chang chup
hdi con & Viét Nam, dang nim trong vi. Chang 14t dat
14y ra, nhét vdi né vao tay Ly, néi:

- “Bén kia l1a nha dong Saint Paul, c6 biét chd. Pua
hinh nay cho sd Marie, néi ngudi trong hinh xin so cho
Ly & lai trong nha dong. Nhé 1a dirng vé nha nita...cho
t6i khi anh Din t6i diy fim cd...nhé.” Michael ddy nang
vé phia trudc...

Ly vua quay nhin sang bén kia dudng, ding lic
Michael bdng cdm thdy minh nhu choi vdi, bay bdng.
Bén tai chang thodng nghe ti€ng goi thing thdt ctia Ly:
“Ong...”. R6i gié 1ong va lanh 180 v6 cing bao phi
quanh minh. Khong gian thyc t8i tim, mit mung. Ri
khong l4du, ¢6 dnh sdng md md trudc mait...toan thin
Michael cdm thdy 4m 4p dan dan...vd cudi cing, chang
tinh d4y...thAy minh nim trén giudng.

Chang ngdi ddy nhin 6ng thdy phap chd 1i gidi thich.
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Lic d6, 6ng thdy dang cAm ba thé huong chdy d8
khua dong chung quanh ndi Michael va Dan nim. CAy
nhang tinh thdi gian vira chdy dén chin tre mau d4.

Th4y hai ngudi tinh lai, 6ng thay mirng r3, la 1én:

- “Thanh céng 16i...”

Michael bang hoang ngdi nhém diy. Thuc khong thé
tudng tudng dugc. Chang cé cdm gidc nhu vita qua mot
gidt md...mot gidc md vo cung ky di! PE kiém chiing lai
nhitng gi 33 siy ra, ba ngudi dé€n bén th 0. Michael run
run m$ cdi td, sing sot khi thAy qui nhién trén mic
thi€u bd quan 4o chang ném cho Ly. Xem dén tdm hinh
di dua cho nang, né khong con trong ngin vi nira.
Michael méi tin sy viéc qui da siy ra...

- “Phdp thuit clia thiay thuc cao thim...ching tbi xin
bdi phuc.” Michael vdi 6ng thiy mot vii thuc dai.

Ong cu cudi, lic dau:

- “P6 12 nhd tri thong minh cda 6ng chi vé cho t6i day
théi...”

- “Bén M§ ngudi ta goi mét viéc nhu thé 13 trd vé qué
khtt. Ho da thyc hién nhiéu cudn phim hit béng gid
tudng loai nay, nhung thuc t&, chura ai 1am ndi. Cu 1A
nhat day!”

Dén budt miéng: “C4i clta phong.”

Nghe Din nhic, 6ng thay va Michael quay nhin ra,
qud nhién cdnh ctta di bi tén tinh iy m& tung khi€n moi
ngudi ngan ngo.

Michael k& lai su viéc cho dng thiy nghe, dng cu git
g, noi:

- “T6i d3a phong xa, goi cdc 6ng vé s6m mot
chiit...nén cling may khong c6 gi trd ngai.”
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