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cao su mit. M&i 1in d€n v&i nang, hén thudng cho
ning ba ngan kip. Ba ngin kip trong cinh gao
chau va ciii qué, mot do la My tri gia trén ba tcéim
kip, 14 mon ti&n khong 13y g1 lam nhi&u, nhung
d6i voi mot nhan sic qua mua, ciing dd qua nhi&u.

Thiéu Co lai h#t tien. Mon nir trang cudi cing,
nang di dem ban, va sip tiéu d¢n dOng kip cudi
cung.

G3 chd xun xve:

— D& t6i moi hiin 1&n nhé.

Moi 13n di kbach, nang thuéng biu gi cha
mot phin ba. Tam that; ché d6 hoa hOng nay con
nhe hon tir luc & Sa gon. Thﬁy nang lang thinh,
ga chl hi hirng toan xudng clu thang, song Thigu

— Thoi, dém nay t6i mét. Hen bin khi khéc.

Giong g chu dwgm thét vong :

— Mai hidn di rdi. Nira thang nira méi quay
lai. Em chiu kho m{t chit. Nghe n6i em hé&t sach
tién Bi ., ..

Nang gin gigng :

— Hét tién nhuag vio con di tra ti¥n hit cho
anh dém nay. Phi¢n anh noi voi hiin 1a toi khéng
ti€p. Toi khong thich bin. Toi ghét hﬁn. anh biet
chua? - -

Mit nang dé ngiu nhu pha mau. Sirng s6t, g&
chi ' dirng lai mot gidy, rdi thé dai buoc nhe xudng,
dudng nhir s¢ kbach choi trong nba nghe tiéng.

Thigu Co ndm xudng dém, nudc mit ran rya.
Ngon dén diu lac nhiy mia trede mit nang. Nang
nho lgi thoi xuan sic buy hoang, dugc virong ton,
cong tu nghneng die m&i nang iréo lén xe hoi
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b(mg lotng. dai ngolng, co tai. x&€ mic dong
phuc, di cat két tring. Nimg nhé lai nhitng dém
nhay sudt sang bén d8ng vo chai sim banh dim
da vyn. -’

Nang nhé nhét mt dem mua sui sut, dem
diu tién nang budc chan vao nghd& thanh lav. HOi
dy, nang khong ting thigu vi lién bac dén voi nang
nbu nuéc chidy. Khong hidu sao nang lal nhan loi
mot ngudi dan Ong la mit,

Co 18 vi troi mura ddy duong, phd sa Sai gon
budn ténh, chira dén nra dém ma dai 16 Lé Loi
véng tanh, khong thdy mét ai. Khieu vii tir chap
18i, Thigu Co dd th#m mét, Nang cdm thdy moi
mel thi dung hon. Vi khach nhay toan la xe bo
ning chiu. Nang chan nan tr& vé ban thi giip mot
thaoh nién phuc sirc diing d&n nhung sang trong,
chirng 10 dd dv lich nhigu va ki€m. tién cliog
ubiéu. ,

Thiy nang. b&a khong dirng day, kéo gh& moi
nang nhur moi ngwoi dan Ong lich s khac ddi voi
dan ba dep, phuong chi nang la hoa khoi ciia vii
truyng. Hén vin guc din vao ly sim banh thugng
hang, duorng nhu khong thﬁy, khong nghe gi hét.

M#y phut sau, bén ngirng lén, glong ngang
tang : .

~— Em dep nhu ba tién.

Quen v&i 181 noi tan tinh hoa m§ cha dan 6ng
héo sfic, nang nhuin vai:

— Cam on. '

Hin top thém moét Iy Twon rdi nhin thlng vao
mi! nang :

~— Tré&i mwa tAm 13, budn ghé ! T6i co mor
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céin phong kin déo, ¢6 4m thanh ndi, rugu hoyt-
‘ky. vi hoa phong lan méi g, indi em d¢n cho vui.
Thi dogn tan tinh ndy d6i voi madng di xua
nhw trai d&t. Lin khae, ndng 48 ming x8i.x3. Hofc
nang c6 th ting hin mot chi tht chady ma v& t0i
pham thirgng. Dot nhitu. mén trao l0ng soi suc
trong ngudi. nang cudi rdn rd : :
~ — Anh mu&n ratoi w?
~ Hén budng thdng:
. — Phai. _
Nang néi la ling, khéng ngodi myc d;ich trén
tdc: . '
" — Toi dit ldm, anh a. -
Hén than nhi¢n rét rugu: '
— Bao nhiéu ? '
Nang dua ra mot con s8 kéch sh d¥ tng cd
bdn ra khéi tiém nhay :
" —500.000 ddng. '
Naug diob-ninh bin s& hi miéng, tron mit,
r5i hoa chdn mua tav trong sirng s8t. Trai lai. hin
_ vau giir nét mat binb than, binh thdn nlir nha
iriéu phi mua hoa cho nhén tinh nghe c6 hang
hoa noi thach. MOt phuy sau, hdn hoi lai :
— Em doi nira triéu ?
— VAng, ding nira triéu, khong bot mét xa.
— Em néidia hay that ?
D7 nhién, ¢ Sai gon, khong ai dién cudng dén
- ndi virt nira triéu bac d& mua vui trong ch8c lat
voi vii nir, nén Thiu Co gat dau :
— Téi khong bao ¢gié noi dua.
Nguoi dan ong ky di ding ¥én :
— Bing l0ng. Moi em re xe véi toi

SR T S N B e W : o

Ve dém Ay. bin trd nang mika. R Pag Apug
s lod bira, CBm goi .bac. nang ron run enét nak,
ma hin cwodrd 60l ;
Ti€c 1A ehitng minh quen rihan hoi muén. -
wang khong quan tAm d€n loi hdn, M6t tudn
sau, nang moi bigt 13 bin d& tr tr sau dém giip
nang. Hin gom goép !i¥n nong dwgc hon tri¢u bac,
dinb tiéu h&t mot dém rdi lla doi.

Tam trang clia hén gio gidng nhir tAm trang
.clia nang dém nay. Nang chi cin hudng lac véi
Vin Binh trong phiit ch8c, roi lat nira. ho§c sang
:mai ch&t khéng budn tigc.

, Thé dai. nang vo 14y doc t3n,

Hit mot hoi gin hai chyc diZn, nang nim
ngira, chan dubi ra, mit lim dim nbin 1&n triin nha
am khoi. Nang quén h&t qua khir. Nang quén hét
thyc tai, Nang c6 cdm gidc lang lang duoc bay
trén dam may tring toat vang lirng nhd nhac.

Trong con say thudc dé mé, nang khéng d& y
dén riém cira dugc vén lén, r8i mot bong. ngudi
lom khom buéc vao, ngdi xudng bén nang.

Giat minb tinh d4y, thdy ngudi la ngbi ben,
tuedng ldo tdy gia hi€u sic, nang git; o

— Dém pay, t6i mét, anh tim c6 khac. ,

Nang dinh néithém cho bé ghét, song béng
nin bjt. Ngwoila khéng phéi ldo tay gia trigu phy,

Hin mic so mi ngdn mau lyc, tay chan the
thap, nguc hé, d& 16 cai diu lAu va hai xuong tréo
x8m muc xanh, o

Hén trac bdn muoi, mdt to mit nhd, long may
séu rém, miii b¥ch, miéng mim ch#t nhu s¢ gi6
tbdi vao han: réing khiip khénh. Thi€u Co dinh kén
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1én, song ban tay 16ngla cia nguei dan Ong &K
chen hong nang. Rdi giin giong : :
. — Muy la mot ti€ng, tao bop cd chét.

M4t Thi¥u Co trom tron trong sw sg hii v0
bién. Lat san, hoan hdn nang méi 1dp bip . '

—Ong... ong... d€n gi€t16i phai khdng ? .

Hin cuoi nho nhd:

— Khong, em dirng so.

— Viy anh vao day lamgi ?

— Yéu ciu c6 em n61 mOt déi loi. N8u co6 em
khong khai, bt bu®c t6i pbdi ha thi.

" Thiu Co di ldy lai vé binh tinh va gan li c8
hira. Naog néi :

— Toi la 1¢n 14 }io chu vao ngay.

— Vo ich. Hin di bi t0i troi cdng queo va nbét
gié vao miény. _

— Anh con quén kbhach biit nira.

— O, bon xo vai, ryt ¢d &y dém xia lam gi. Méi
dira toi chi cho m$t bung. Thoi, ¢6 em dirng kiém
¢& hodn binh nirr. Théing vé si dep trai ciia co6 em
da ngii say tai Settha Palace, khong ai d&n ciru
dau. B €t diéu thi kbai di.

Trong giay phit, Thi€u Co dd phiing ra su that
ghé gom, Nhan vidn cia Simun dén day dé& ha sat
nang. Tay nhi¢n, nArg Xhong s¢ cho nang bing
8¢ cho Vian Binh. Ruét gan nang bdug véng nbw
lira dé&t.

Ning héi han : \

— Khaigi ? ‘

Hin tré& moi . '

— Ha, ha, c6 em ngoan 1dm. Mila hiip hidi bao
tau ?
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Thien Co giat minh, Tai sao h&n mudn bi&t
Mila b&p h&i bao lau ? V3n thong minh, nang hitu
ngay. Nguoi la tim cach déanh lra nang... Nang
swe nho 1o tréin trdicia Mila . .. ba. . .tam ...
ba... tam, .. Simun cin bi&t r8 Mila bj ha sat
chét tirc khic hay con hiip hdi vi hfn s¢ nang trén
tr8i v&i Vin Binh.

Tbigu Co bén d4p mét cach khon ngoan g

— Luc t6i vao. Mila da chét.

Ngudi la cudi hénh héch .

— Thé a4 2 C6 em lam viéc voi ong Hoang lau
chua ? C

Nang tré mit :

— Ong Hoang nao ? . :

— Thoi, 6ng ndi, dirng &m & nita. Tao di bi&t
h&t, Tao vdn ghét bon gai gid vor. May khong quen
ong Hoang khac nao néi rdng may chwa ngh véi
dan 6ng ... Ha, ha, n6i that di con. '

Gd dan ong bét diiu gi& giong ddu cang. That
ra, Thi€u Co chi quen Vin Binh, chura tin, quen
6ng Hoang, Nang khong bi¥t 6ng Hoang l4 ai, mic
diu vin nghe ti&ng. ‘

Thiy nang im ling, hén bén ddi giong 6n tdn;

— Chiic c¢6 em ciing kbong quen mét nguod
dap ong ténla Vin Binh. ‘ :

Nang nhun vai .

— Vin Binh 12 ban than cOa toi.

— Vay c6 em !a nhan vién cia ong Hoang. Co
em dd bao cdo v&i Sai gon nhirng gi ?

— Toi khong hidu anh dinh néi gi.

% Mot cAi tit chav bdng gidng vao mit nang,
kém theo l&i him doa cyc cédin :



~ _ Dirmg gid vor ... Teo s2 bin nét xhc.
*. Thifu Co trk dia : :

— May bin di...Dan Ongto xic nhe m&y ma

‘pbadi diing sing moi ay hi€p ndi phu nit Sm yZu.

Gi dAn 0ng d€m wio mit ning, mén miii tuon
nhw su6i. Nang cin riing chiu dau, khong mt 1&i
van vi. Trong gi6i thanh lau, nang di ndi tiéng
ngang tang. Nhidu lfin. nang dadm danh nbau véi
khach choi, va nang dd hoc duqe nhirng ngén don
_bi hi®m khi€n dan 1 0ng kbi&€p dam. Nang tl:dn nhién
nhin ngudi la, nra mdt bi tim bim. Ga dan ong
boi thém trai ddm thur hai, Thxeu Co cim-doc tha
gat. Hin xoe tay dinh bop cd. pang om Lin cdu,
xé, ciin,

Ga dan ong hich cui tay vao ngyc nang. Thi¢u
Co by mo! ti¥ng, Lai mit nd dom doém. tim nhu
ngirng dap, song nhit dish kbong nha nguoi la.
Nang ngoam vado vai hfe, muroi méng tay nhon
hodt cim tréa cb va (hai dwrong, mau chiay rony
rong. Gi dan ong viang vay, dung doc thit ha nang.

Bi danh vao 3cu bayét, Thi€u Co lim di (}5
- dan oong v& doc tiu phang liy phan;., d¢ vao miit
nang cho dén khi nat nhir. Mau chdy chan lLoa trén
dém. Thidu Cu ling 1€ lia trio bén ngon dén dau
lac. Nang khong chiu khar. Nang khong them rén
da.

Bi¢t Thidu Co da chét, gi dan ong lio dio
du-ng day, nhin dong thit nhdy nhua tréo szn gac
nhd bdi nusce bot, roi khdnh khang xudng ciu

thang. Dan ghi¢n van kéoro ro ém lai va nuong

thudc thom nyat, duong nhu khc¢ng quan tam dén
su viéc xay ra.

- %

v

Miéng hum néc rén

Trong khi Thi&u Co thé hoi cu8i cing tai Che
Chi2u, V&in Binh ngoi hut thudc Salem va udng
ruoun huYt ky mét minh trong khach san Settha
Palace.

Nhu thudng 18, chang tAt h&t dén, ngdi yén
trong t8i dé suy nghi. Tuy nhién, rugL gan chang
nong nhu lira d8t. Chang c6 cdm twdng la khi trai
pba tron ch&t doc dang len din vao co thé chang.

Chang bang khudng vo chai ruou sam Cao 1y
d& trén ban, 1ic cho d&u, réi rot vao ly. Song
chang chi clim ly rirgu ma khong udng. Bot nhién
chang lién tudng d€n Sim Leng. Vién thigu ta an
ninh Lao thiét mang vl udpg rugu pha tuudce doc.
Bich ¢o thd tai dién tdp tro ddu doc voi chang.

Trong moi cai chét, ghé tdm nhitla chét vi
d0c duge. Nan nhan ndim co qudp, mit xAm ngoet,
mau tra ra miéng, va miii, ludi dai ngofng the ra
ngoai va cirng dét, hai mit m& itrirng tring. . .

Vin Binb nhun vai ddy ly reou sam ra khoi
tim tay, rdi khui chai ruou huyt-ky det cét trong
it 4o,

Chot ching nghe ai cdo nhe vao canh cira.
Chang dirng day : soct mot ti€ng, mot tap cifly durgc
ludn qua khe ctra vao phong. . (,hang mim cudi:
do la tai liéu cta Sulivong, chi huy tinh bac Lao,
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ngudi d&n gip ching ngay ssu kr: ~hang d¥t chan
xudng Van tagng.
Sulivong di y bea. 'ﬁp gify chang cim trong

tay la nhitng bén béo céo ciia cOng ah va luft y v&.

vu thi€u ta-Sim Leng bi din déc. Viin Binh viin
dén trén ban deém.

. Dwéi 4nh séng 1& mo, ching khung ngudi khi
théy t&m hinh Sim Leng. Pan o0ng Lao dep trai
d€o nhu Sim Leng la cung : dep tir than hinh luc
si, bip thit n8i cudu cudn, dep 16i chi miéng di
thda va doi mit von zét nhu thu hdn dan ba,

HO so Sim Leng khong chira chi 1i&t nao la.
Hiu bt chang di dugc doc & Sai gon. Dai khai
Sim Ja ké i#in choi bira bdi, ti¥n tieu khong cin
d€m, nhan tinh thay ddi nhir 40 16t minh. Ban k&t

lagn clia cong an didu tra chi (5m giong chir ngin -

.n(’l]X
— Chwra tim ra manh mdi.

Vin Binh nbin vai, cudi mot céch bi mat.

Chargl3m bim :

: — Hir, chua tim ra manh m&i !

L¥ng 1€, chang m#c quiin 4o. LAy ra chiéc so
mi {riiug con nguyén nép, chang lai ném vao va
Ii, chic vali maun xanh nhat ma ban K§ thuat dd
ch& tao riéng cho ching gdm hai d4y, bén trén
dyrg baok’ Iy, bén duoi chira dyng cy hanh nght
gian diép. }

Chang deo khiu SM (1) 9 ly véio nach, trong

cai bao bing da triru danh vet ni tron nhur m&. Kbi

lam sir. chang chi dung nbe vao la khiu sing tu0t

(1) Hi- Slandard Olympu: Citation, ciia Mij, Mn

béing bi dan 10 vién.
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khéi vo, roi gon trong long ban tay, sdn sing nhi
dan. Chang soat lai doi giay ‘bing .da 1¢n ma.
Nguyén Huong biu cbang Voi b ngoai hién ianh,
né lai 1a v8 khi nguy hiém, d€ bdng chi, mii gﬁn
kim st nhon ho#t, khi phong chan s& dam vao
ngudi dich thi khong khac ludi dao.

Vin Binh udng can cbhai huyt-ky, roi khoéa trai
cira, litng thirng xu5ng nha. Nhan vién It quin,
Seitha Palace da di ngli h&t, quiy ti€p tan viing
tach, canh cira d8 s0 ra duong di dong. Mot nhan
vien mic dong phuc dua tay che miéng ngap ki.i
thdy chang xudng. H&n hoi chang bing ti€ng Phap:

— Thua, ong khong ngu ?

Vién Binh cuoi ny

— N&u ngt, toi dd & trong phOpg, khong c6
mit & day.

Nhan vién khach san ha thdp giong:

-— Thura, n&u 6ng khé ngt t6i xin man phép...

Hé&n bo ling cAu no6i mot cach y nhi. L quan
Settha Palace duoc liét vao'loai thugng lru & Van
tong, trén nguyén tic khong cho phép gai choi
hanh nghg, cling nhir khong dua yai cho khach,
Song do la nguyén tdc do ban glﬁm ddc d& ra. Ai
lao 1a mot trong nhirng qudc gia trén the€ gioi ma
nguyén tdc chi co gia trily thuyégt,

Vin Binh 1ic diu :

— Cam on. T6i mudn xung phd.

G&a nhan vién cd vot vat ,
— Thua, tbi quen mot co rét dep. Con tré
1&m, ' ‘

Vin Binh lgi 14¢ din;

~ Khong,
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.e; ‘Tuy chimg _cauw.cé, gi uhin vitn vAn khong
thay ddisdedigm. © v 0 o
;" Hin kéo ght baoh, giongl840:. . - N
.. —Xin ong ngdi d¢i mit lat, t0i ra ngoai goi
am 13. : . .
Viin Binh ddi vao tay hin mot do la M§. Mit
hin tuoi hdn nbu co6 phép quy thuit. Viin Binh
ngdi xadng gh¥, ohlin nha cim bdo xem. Toan la

sach bao tuyén truy&n do céc sir quin cOng sin g('n :

. &1, cing sach bio Phap. . C
Tuy doc bao, Véin Binh vdo khong quén liéc

chung quanh. - : o~ o
bich d3 nhan dién dugc chang. Ching bao lau

nita, Lo s& ra lay quy &t liét. Ho c6 thé& nup trong

bon: t8i bin 3a vao ngudi chang. Dudi theo hung
tha trong thanh phdé Vau tuong khong phéi, dé .vl
dao chung thd o, lire lwong an ninh qua it oi, sao
huyvét bat kha xam pham Iai nhiéa,

" Tir phat nay, Vi: Binh phai gia lﬁ‘ng than
tzgny. Vi chang bit diu ap dung mot chién}huﬁ%
quen lhu()cAnh(mg v6 cang nguy hiém : xuat dau
16 dién. Chang quy€i ra mit ‘'d¢ bat dich ra mit

theo. Cnoc choit tim tré thanns cudc chay doa voi

kim dong ho. Chang ¢6 cam tudng lin nay pbai

duone dan voi mot déi tha ghé gom, ma mot lichv

téc ho héunh co thé quat chang Lan xae. )
Xim 16 vira dao troge ctra. Vian Binh ném &

iap chi So viét xuong ban, cham rii buwéc ra tam

<cip, tréeo lén x3m 15. Chay dugc mot quing, xa

phu hdi chang : - . '
— Ongdidaa? . .
Viin Binh dap, giong le nhé phu say ruoua:

R ’
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- ui aau sung-doge,

Xa phu khong hdi nira. Trong bong 161 hin
nnech mép cudi nham hidm.

Gié mat glin sdng phe ph}y vao mit Vin Binh.
Qua biét thu t8i om c6 binh st Pathéi-Lao mjc 48
Vit cOng, doi mil hroi dit Ia cay dirng ghc—bist
thur ciia hoang than than Cong Souphanouvony —
Viin Bioh thdy thdp thoang nhirng ngon dén hip
hay cia khu Cho Moi.

Xe xdm 15 chay vdo con dudng dft dd sau
ngb6i che mai ct. Bay la mot khu t8i om, nha cira
dong kin, ngoai trir nhitng quan | i (i khat va thanh
lau. ;

Sau nira dém, it si dam lang thang vdo khu
nay, nbit la tir khi xdy ra nan chin duong cuép
clia, gi€t ngudi thuong xuyen. Vin Binh ngdi
nghiéng trén xe, thd thé s&n, d& co thé phan cong
chop nhodng. Chang thue xe xudng Cho Moi khong
phai d& gidi slu vi chang ghét cai thu bé rac, ¢ip
ké voi nhirng 8 vi trang hoa 1idu xa la. Chang khét
ti€ng trén toén chdu A v& bgnh mé gai, song vin
khé tinh trong sy lira chon va chi chay theo nhitng
cong trinh tuyét m§ va thuong leu dic biet.

Buéng di mdi lvc mot 18i. Tiéng gio tr AZm
rau mu8ng den si bén duéng thdi lai rao rao. Tir
phia pam thanh ph& vong toi nhitng ti€ng sung
I'éi rac. : ’

- DOt nhién, xa phu dirng lai.

Viin Binh ddm chan véo san xe &

— Chay di. ‘ 3 ,

G xa phu nhdy xn8ng quay m#t v& phia Viin
Binh. VA obu t¢n bin, hai béng den ntp sdn bén
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duong vyt dirng dey. chia sing vao xdm iS5, kem
theo iitag Gosi dir dha : et

-— (Gio tay 8n.

G3 xa pha hi€n lank tivg rit ra, khdu sing
cOn to tndog. .

Hic di wi¢ng sing vao hong chang, giong gay
git : .

— Phi¢n ong ban gio tay 1én, dirng trb trir
nira. Ching t0i chdr ong baa di laa, ;

Tén xa phu ndi tiéng Viet tron tru, khong con
diny tifng Lao nhw trudc nira. Gigng néi clia hin
t6 céo hin sinh trudng & ving ddng chua nudc
min Bic Viet.

Vén Binh néi :

— A ong ban khong phdi ngudi Lio. Mala
ddng hwrong véri 16i. N&u t6i khéng 1im, 6ng ban
ia ngwoi Thai binh.

Gi xa phu nh¥n mit.

~

— 13irng kéo dai  thoi gid niva. Phai, 0 la

ngudi Thai binb, codir anh 1a d4n Ha dong.

Viin Binh gidt minh. Buing chang la ngudi Ha
dong. Ciin cuwdc ciia chang di dugc ghi r8 trong
thu khd s& phin gikn Hx ndi. Bitu nay chirng té
ddi thi cia chang cé lién lac véi Bic Viet. Tén xa
pbu nhin chang cho tay lén dliu, buéc xudng. xe,
doan néi : ,

— Khong nhitng t6i bi€t anh sinh trudng &
Ha dong, 161 con bi€t anh & Khic thiy nfra kia.
Dung kiiong, auh ban Téng vin Binh ?

Vin Binh cuéi ny :

- Dung. Thanb thjt khen ngoi anh,

Ten xa phu néi :

:

BA CHOA THUOC BOC o : 207

- ~-Da bi€t nhav r6i, xin anh tufin theolénh tof,
vi khliu sting nady ngira ncay 1im, tir lau chua dwoe
xiic mi¢ng. N&u anh c6 cir chi kha nghi, no s& ting
mot vién dan vao bip chan. Vio bdp chan, anh
nho chua ? Vi ching t6i chua mudn giét anh, Nao,
bay gio tran trong thinh anh vao t¢ x4, dung chén
rugu nhat. *

Vin Binh nhin vai :

— Han banh, Tuy nhién, toi cin néi trude
kéo 14t nira mat lons. Toi vén ghét rugu ré tien.
Mudn 16i chi&u c8 phii c6 huyt-ky, va la huyt-ky
thuong héo bang. Bing khong thi théi. Céc 2nh
cho udng nuéc la ciing dugc.

Gé xa phu cudi h&nh héch .

— 0, chiing t0i bidt tai ud: g rwou cha dai 14
r3i. Dai t4 udng hang chyc chai huyt-ky nguyén
chét ciing kb8ng say.

- Vin Binh dé moi :

— Té ra cac anh la tri k§ cla t0i. Nhung dém
nay toi b4n l&m. T6i chi ghé vao choi mét lat rai
phéi v& ngay. Ngudi dep dang cho t6i duoi xom.,

Béng den di bén s&ng giong:

— Khong phai hic noi dua.

Vén Binh pha lén cudi. ‘

Cin nha g8 phia tru¢c m& hé cira, 4nh sing
dén dién vang éch lot ra ngoal.

Vin Binh dugc din qua gidy ban gh# bdng gd
moc xiéu veo, trurdrec khi vao phong trong, mét céin
phong bay bién sang trong, gin may di&u hoa khf
h4u, khac hdn bén ngoai ugheéo lung va cii k§.

Cia dirgc dong lai danh sim. Hai nguéi luc
nfy ngdi trén di-viing, con g& xa phu bét chan chir
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.Khoang dgi dagd mal, Viiu nmbd oudng miun
phich xutng gh¥ d8i di€n voi gi xa phu gid hi¢u,
rdi cho tay vao lii. MOt ti€ag quat chan 1m :

— Yéu ciiu d& tay rén ban. :

" Vio-Binb tr6 mat ra vé sirng sot :

— Troi oi, 16i thém thube 14 ma cac _ann cam

doén r | Cic anh phai biét toi nghién Salem. Cac

_anh c6 thd gi€t 16i song khong th& bit 10i nhin hat.

Tiéng n6i hdi ndy Jui ti€p :

.« Ur thi hit. Nbung anh coi chimg. Lo'l dung
hdt thudc ma rit sing thi toi mang.

Ga xa pho cho chang rit hm khéi d3u tiéa rdi
déng dinh :

- Nghe thién ba no6i v anh 45 lau, t6i dinh
ninb anh Ia cho gia trong ngh¥. Ng& déu anb chi
]a nhan vién tiim thuéng. Ké ¢6 kinh nghi¢m khong
dui gi ngu tai Settha Palace. & rdi ghin séng tréo
Jén xam 15 dén xdc ha It d&n miéng cop.

Vin Binh kbong dép. Chang kh6ng mudn d&l
phuong bi& chang co uoh d‘n xic l|‘1 o dén
miéng cCOp. . .

Ga xa phn lai néi -

- — K& ra giira chiag toi véi anh khong c6.dils
gi thi osn. Ty anh goy ra truse. Tu-anh nhin
nhiém vu lén ddy d2 pba r6i ching toi.

- — Téi ciing khong e6 didu ¢i thh otn chc anh;
'Vi cac anb dém va8l rAa hinr, ngang nhién dink’
ckp thiing dung thnbc 80c, aén mﬂmgpllﬁ -
lén day

— Ai ek, aua igu oy aé gic. snung 01 ¥
— Khong, 4} dila dinh v&icc anh.
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. G xa phu ajuh uoy, song-Hal ngudi. lg ngii,
e & v&mﬁ viraiding diy mot lugt. Mot nguot
dérng tudi, ‘rhu, quai non, mit o vo, tée naln
1&m chém, khoat tay ra hidL
< C6 tiéng xe hoi tAt may ngoét cira.

Tén rau quai non bét ham :

— Moi ban Vin Bink ra xe, ‘

Chang di trudc, ba ngudi ling 18 ra théo. Trén
con dlrorn;, d&t 181 om, chang thidy mOt chic
Mercédes 220 SE kidu moi son trding, cira kinh lén
kin, chic bén trong c6 may lanh. Chang suyt soa:

— Cha, xe dep qua. ‘

Gd xa pbu dap :

-— Anh la thugng kbach nén chﬂng toi, mm
anh ngur xe Mercédés cho ém.

Hoi maét trong xe lam Vin Binh d& chin. Chéug
n;di gitra hai cay lhnt tolon, hai tay chip trén dui,
dang dié¢u than nhxén. phu ngudi di hong gié voi

" ban.

Ga xa phu héi bling ti€ng Lao :
_ — Bit 'mit hén lgi khong ?

Tén rau quai non lic didu

— Khong.

Tai x€ ru ga lai ra dm’mg lon.

Vién Binb da ién doan dugc 38 phan ma d;ch
sé danly cho chang. Khong ciin bjt mét ¢6 nghia
la& chung khong s¢ bi mat b; tit lo Nghia la ching
8é giét chany.

Liéc- hai bén, chang th¥y ten nao ciing dit tay
vio thilt lung, huom sdo sing. Tén rau quai n6n
nggx canh tai x&, quay lai phia chang, tia mﬁt sang
quic.

B8ng hin cft tu".ng :



. "= Anb digh tu thoit phii khong ? VO ich.
‘Cim 3¢ 85 ddag chit. Hom nike, anh phis gift cibt
hai nhin vitn cfia 18§ méi hong mé droc cira xe.
Nhung anh dimg quén vé oY cua 13i dZu Ia v3 &1
quy&n Anh, di sirc dim anh. tan nhu' bq. Roi
con khiu idu lien voi ba hlng dan ciia t0i nira.

_ Vi#n Binh nhin vai :

~ Anh yén tAm. T6i-khong thém bd lrﬁn

Tén rdu quai n6n dé moi : :

— Thién ba b‘ét ti¢ng anh liu r3i. Anh hl ké
birg mot ding, quing mét néo. Ching may anh
1an 33 nén sa vado tay toi.

* — Cac anh dinh by tha toiw ?

—Toi khOng b;ELChdb con tdy thdi d§ clia
anh ¢a tay 6ng chi. N€o anh ngoan ngoin oog
chii s& xét lai. :

— Con nhi 10i t¥ chdi.

. — Cha, ca cadng ch&t dén dan cOn cay. Lat
nita réi anh xem.

Viin Binh ngdi im. Chin: & lnﬁl duoge didu
ciin bi€t. Chang c6 1b¥ ding doc thii chop nhodng
ha hai tén ngbi bén bing cich vang tay, danh vio
cudng bong, dong thdt chin sidng sing cha t&n rdn
quai nén tredc khi kbac dgn. Diing tidu lién trong
xe hoi la didu t6i ky trong agh gidn diép, cho nén

chang c6 the chuy®n bai thanh thing bing cach

phén -cong biit thin va nh§m le.

~ Song muc "dich ciia chang la vao tan hang sdu
de gip cop chia. Nén chang gid v& ngoan ngols, -
dua lung vio ném xe ém 4, thng tim mat nhin’

ra hai bénh dudng.

- Nhimyg ngon dén cudi canog cda thi d6 Van

tugrg di tit. Xe hoi ti€n ra ngoai 0. Tuy xe phong
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nhanp, VinHinh vin nghe r&ﬁﬁﬂg nube song Ciru
Long réo dm 3m. -

- K¥ ni¢gm 38 xita b&ng viog day troug tel chéng
Ppem &y, troi t8i nbu bung, chéng ciing bi t3ng
1&n xe hoi den bit hung, ket gitra hai cdy mng clr
khoi trén bersong Clru long. Chang sa bdy ké tha
va bi dan di thanh todn. Chang chwa nghi ra muu
k€ doat sung, ha sat dich thi dip may ngan vang
vyt toi.

Tai x# phong hét tdc luc, tudt xe xuéng 5 ga
sdu hodm. Xe hoi quay diu mot voog. Vin Binh
chi clin bidu dién t4i mon la bai nhan vién wu ta
ctia dich bi ha do van trong chép mit. Va phat
atémi si¢u ding clia chang di dura tai x& sang thé
gioi bén kia, mot tich tic dSng hd sau.

DBém nay, chang cling bi nh&t gilta bai céy sing,
song chang ciin troi khin phat cho tai x& tinh ngi
khong lot vao & ga. Nghi v4y, chang bat 1én cudi.

G# xa phu d4p vao vai chang :

— Khong phai Iic anh cudi.

Vin Binh nhd nwéc bot vao tay h&n ‘

— Anh con dyng vao vai toi lin nike thi tay
anh b nat.

Gi xa phu dang gim gir thi tén u’u x€ 3m Bm ;

— Gin d&n rdi. Lat nira, cho n6 bai hg. ci’mg
chua mudn.

Tai x& phong khéi That luOng, ré vao con
dudrng 13i om va dirng xe {rueoc m@t biét thy ~iing
18i om va rOng ménh mong..

Tai x€ bop kén, cdng s&t m& ra, chi®c Mcrcé-
deés chay vao trong gilia hai r3ng cay lon.

Qua hon gid son, nuoc chdy roc rach, tai x3
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queo vdo,ga-ra, bén trong ddu sln ba'chikc x¢ My
ddi ngoling.” - R At

. Téit rhu quai nén md cis, 'git)ng than thign :

. — Moi qui khich xufng. .

Bo ba hii 1ii 4p gidi chang lén nhd trés. Ngon
dén & ciiu thang san duwgc bit 1én, Vin Binh trao
thang gic, mét ciu thang 16t cim thach muoa tir
bén Y ché sang, méu sim ndi gn vang, tuong twr
nhu cdm thach trong dailir quian Caravelle & Sai

- gon. Tr m8y nfim nay, nhi€u nha {§ phu nhé thei

cufc moc lén nhu, n§m & Van twong. Phin dong
ho 12 chinh khéch tham nhiing ho¥c gian thuong
6 thE Iirc, Boi viy, Vin Binh khong ngac nhién
trudre sy trin thi€t 0ng ldy cia tda biét thy.

- Pén banb lang trén lin ciing dugc bat sang.
Vén Binh nhén th&y d&i phuong hoat dfng ngang
ntién, khong clin che giiu 4nh dén, dudng nbe
Van tugng la thanh phd ciia ho.

- Viin Binh dugc din vao mQt clin phong lon
trang tri :a1p lrong theo kidu Phap. Tuwong dEu
16t g6 vin ndi vAn nbw mun, cira 85 déng kin, hai
céi miy lanh Westinghouse son xanh chay dé de.

_ Trong phdng c6’'hai b0 xa 10ng khdng 15 diit
trén nh'da tdm da k3. Quanh phong chd nao
ciing c6 hoa twoi. Nao hoa hong, hoa lé don, hoa
thwge duge, di thir, dé maun, cdm trong lo pha lé
mau tring, T ' : "

Tuy nhién, c4i ldm Viin Binh sing s3t trong

"giay phit la td rogu ké & goc tuong. Chang di

th&y nbidu 14 fugu sang trong, song liin diu duoc
thiy moi thi rrou quy nh&t (h€ gibi tap trung
trong phong khach caa tr nhin. - - .

st
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Mit chang bat uau uwv uom dém vi trong so
gin mét triim chai rugu bily thanh hang ngay ngin,
schang yia nhén ra m@t chai vang Chateau Lafitte-
Rothschild 1806. Loai nay trj gid 100 d6.la mot chai
trén thi trudng hra linh quoc t&, citi vua chua méi
diing ndi. Bén canh 1a mot chai Chartreuse 1¥78,
rugu mui ndi 1i€ng cha Phap, 50 do la. K& 1iép la
sam banh Grande Fine Arbellot 1794, 150 do la,"

Mot ngudi dan ong ding tudi da n im ngim
den, tran hoi, mit nhov, rdu mép méng dinh, ham
riing thua bidu 1¢ tinh tinb nham biém, deo kinh
c4n thi day ¢Om, ngoi chd trong gh& banh nhung
maun da cam. Hin mic by 4u phuc dit tidn, thit
ca vat xanh, so mi ni 10ng tring toat. Mui nuoe
‘hoa Ba 1¢ tir nguéi hén toat ra.

~ Luc hi#n dirng 1é0, Vin Binh nhin thiy moét
chan thdng do. Chang bigt hin mang chan gd.

Tuy tan tat, hin vdn c6 phong cach lim liét
ctia m¢t cdp b chi huy. H&n nghiéng diu chao
cbang, giong nhd nhin : -

— Hén hanh duoc 1iép ong Z.28.

Vin Binh thap nhién ngbi xudng gh& sau khi
bit tay than mat, Déng di¢u cham rii, chang rat
Salem ra hat, rdi néi; : ‘

— Vin ky thapb, gié ddy méi ki€n ky hinb,
R#t sung suéng dwgce gip ong Simun,

Nu cudi ngao nghé dang nd trén moi Simua
wvut tt, Hin dim d&m nhin Vin Binh.

Mot phat san, bdn nhun vai :

— A ra ong Z.28 cling bi&t 1&n ok
.+ . V#n Binh cuoi ng: -
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