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l4i xe tir bic xufng nam v tr dong sang tay thanh
ph8 ma din ching chung dién toan xe hoi Mercé-
dés mai toanh, dit tién nhit uhi the giei.

Di sau vao béng t8i thanh phs, ngudi ta con
ngac nhién hon nita. Vi trong m¢t thoi gian ngﬁn,

Van togng dd tré thinh trung tdm hd hen cla cée -

tay glfin diép tr chi®ng. Ban ngay, nhan vién CIA
ngoi udng rirgu tai khach san Constellation bén
canh nhén vién RU, cudi noéi, chao hoi thin mat,
nhiwng ban dém. . .

Vin Binh 14 vé thuong hai truée grong mid
s¢ hii cha gd bOi. Song chang khong thé nban
nhurong thém nira. Boi pauong di don chang uo
the quy &t tir.

Ga boi lui thii theo chan (h:’mg nhu ké mat
hSn. Nira chirng ciiu thang, hiin trugt chan <:vi
ngd. Yin Binh d& hin day, giong nﬂhném nghi:

— Dbiung gia vo.

Hén run vhur civ siy :

~ Tliwa ong, em dawe dam.,

Lén phong, hdn idm lét nbin chang. Chang ra
lénh :

~ M¢ ra.

Ga boi run riy tra chiakhéa vao d. Vio phong.
Vin Binh khénh khang ngot xuing gh@ banh, rot
buyt ky'udng vo hoi ky tryn, dugug nhu quén bing
gad boi,

Hin k! ép nép hoi :

— Thuwa ong, em xudng dugc chua ?

Viin Binh nging ddu lén :

— Anh muon xudng nbhahba ?

— Thua vang.
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— Xu8ng nhaldm gt 2

— Thuwa ...

— Dirng thura gt nira, m&t thei gid. Toi chi
¢in 1.0i anh cau nay. MOt cAu hoi rét d&. Tai sao
«oh lira 16i ?

— Thua, em trét dai. . «

— Trét dai nhir thé ndo ?

— Thura, lira Ong.

— Tai sao ?

‘" — Emsoglim.

- S¢ ai ?

— Em xin 6ng. Birng b3t em néi nira. Ong sai
gl, em ciing tun theo. khong dam trai l&i. |

Van Biovh cuéi nbhat

— Anh nhu con kién, t6i vung ban tay 1a bep
df. Col& tir ndly 161 gio, t0i qua hién lanh nén anh
chua s¢. D¢ ynéy...

Chang vo vao vai hén. Crr chi cha chang nhe
nhang, nhu' thd d&i xir voi ban than. Tuy nhién,
chan khi ghé gom da dugc tAp trung vao diu nzon
tay, bi&n thanh muwdi mili dii cirng nhur thép nguol.

Bi dau budt d&n 6c, gd bli co rum than the,
mit tai nhir ga cét tidt s

— Ch&t mdt thoi. . . 1)i nghiép qua, ong tha
cho em.

Vin Binh gln giong:

— D6 moila thir sirc. Toilam that, xrong quai
sanh ciia anh sé& nat by nhu bot. Mudn than th
toan ven thi noéi di. Simun cho anh bao nbién
tién ?

G3 boi nhiin nhd ;

— Thua, ching c6 xu ndo. . :
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" Vin Binh & ngon tay vao xwrong vai hiin lin
‘pirs. HEo 10 lén nbar bi thoe huy@t : - :
— ‘I'rdi oi, em khong dam néi ddi. Nhan vién

chia Ong Simun gdp em hoi 15, biil em rdu rdp
ong, va nira thuong mol ngan kip. L
— Mot ngan kip ma anh chiu lao ddu vao chd
chét w? ‘ . )
— Tuwa, em xadrg Choe Méi mot 161 cling xai

hon h i 1 gan. .. Dang re, ném biy chuc ngan, em.

cing tir chii. Nhurag thua ong.... ho doa dot nha.
"Em woi tau cin nba & duong George Maheé ...
Sau muoi nidm trong ngbé, em danh dum duwoc
mon tién, va cong ihém tidn vay di. Thua ong,
vay lai 15 plian. Néu bo dét nha. gia d‘mh em phai
tha phuong. ciu thue. . . Vg. dang om, lai bur g
mang da ciara, 5 dirs con nho...
— Ho ché xam 16 bén noal p‘l:ax k'néng-? 3
— Thua phii. Xam 16 chye sén ur 8 gio 61
Sau khi Ong di, em phai bao voi ong chu khach
san la Ong di tra phoug. :
— Auh bao chua ? _
— Thura roi. Phong nay di cho nguoi khéc

1

tro.

— Dubi di. :

— Thua ong, em s& mit viéc, vg con nhe:?
nhoc. Ong Simun s& cho nhan vien ném l)l‘li, nhai
thm x3ng vio naa. TS chirc clia ong Simun rat ghé
gom, & day ai ciing so.

—_ Nzhia 12 anh s¢ hia.

— Vang. ) -

— Ha, ha, 10i ciing thn nbhin khdng kém Simuun.

~w Lay Ong. C8n rom, cBnco lay ong. ..
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Yu. piuu bLoug can 1Rc van thém owva. Luawg
43 doan Liét 3 phan ciia gi boi kho kbao. Trong
khi &y, béin dya lung vao tuong, \or chi vao run
1Ay biy. . '

Cuang bao han

— SOom mudn, Simun s& giét anh.

— Thata 6ng ? '

— D0 ngu nLiur bo. Hin gigt anh A2 bio toan
bi mat. . 7’

Chang ném cho hin cudn gidy bac 500 :

— Day nay, cim 13y tién ma di cho khudt mit
Ra ngay bo Song tréu qua Nong khai, dirng cho
vg con bi€t ma ch&t ca nha. Tudln sau hily quay vé,
uhé chwa ? L& ra, toi gi€t anh, onhung thdy anh
qua ngu xudn nén khong n&. Song Simun khong
kboan hdng nhu toj dau.

Ga boi dut x8p gify bac vao tui, vai chang lia
ha: : :
— Em mang on 6ng sudt doi.
Vian Binh tit may lanh, md& ctra sd nhin ra
duong. Troi mé mo sang. Mic ddu sudt dém khong
ngl, chang van b8y séng kbhoai nhu thwong.
Chang thudng cd thoi gquen thirc nhitn dém lién
ti€p, d& rdi khi c6 didu kién chang lai ngl bu nhiéu
ngay lén ti€p, ’

Chang dédnh diém cham di€a Salem, tam thin
nght vin vo. Béng ci ang d& ¥ toi mot bong nguoi
vua tu khach san Settha Palace di voi ra duon..
. Thoat trong, Van Binh d& bi&t la ai. Boéng
nguoi la ga boi. Tay xach cai va li nho, hiin dirng
trén tam cdp, tdn ngidn nhin chung quanh. Trong
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cdnh rang dong tranh 5, tranh sing, dudng sk

ving nglt nhur chila Ba Danh, L

Mo! ¥ nghi la ling thodng qua 6c Viin Bioh.
 Nhu nguoi c6 thién 1y nhin, chiang nhis thiy su
vi¢c sip xdy ra. Chang chay nhanh ra hanh lang,
song 16i cira phong, chang ding lai, the dai.

Vi chang vira nglie mdt ti€ng bup nho nho.
Ti¢ng nut chai sam banh trong cic da ti¢c sang
trong. .
Mot cinh tugng thé trim didn ra dudi dudng,
canh cay ¢d tbg canb 1a xum xué, noi du khich
ngdi udng rugu budi chiéu.

Titng bup nho nté la ti€ng vién dan cbay qua
Sng cao su him thanh. Gi bdi guc 'xu(’)x.lg, cai va
Ii viing xudng dat. Vién dan thir nh&t trang nguc
maéu tuon ‘xdi xa.

Nan nhan gugag ddy, chua kip ding 12n lhj
tiéng bup thir bai ndi lén. Lin nay hin quay On:
mot vong rdi ndm dai tréa tham co. )

Vin Binh nhin k§ nhung khong thdly h_ung tha.
Co 1€ bin nup bén trong kbach san. .Chang cam
1hdy bang khuing nhu vira tién bao than Ién tdu,

Lai mt nan nban nira. Chang t6i Van.luqng
vira ct:§n mot ngn . Thiéu Co da thanh ngudi thién

¢d \i dinh ddp dén cbng vide ciia chang. Gio (&a

gd boi v0 10i. Do 1a chuwa k& mily xic nguiri.d?n!
méa trén cin gac diy mang nhén va bong 151 {lm
hung gin kba-h san Constellation & trung tam
3 6. _
! qnsépxl:hﬁt }a th the con nong hdi clia Mila. Mila
nguéi dan ba c6 thin hinh dep nhu qén.!-Mlla,
nguéi dan ba duoe hang ngan ching trai say mé!
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Viin Binb déng cira x3 14.. unang khong muén
chirng ki€n canh gi€ n uwoi tan nhdn ay nira.
Chang dinh tréo 1én giwong, chgp mit motlat,deoi
sang 10 101 t0a dai sir thi w.Qt t:€ng gio la tir phia
sau vut toi,

Von thinh tai, chang nhin ngay ra nguyén
phan cta ngon gio la. May dién tir ciing chi nhanh
dén thé la cun. Chang quay ngeét lai, dSng thoi
ngo: thyp xudng. '

Mot lud1 dao mong dinh véo qua diu chang,
kéo luvn méy soi toc. Neu chang cham mot pudn
trdm gidy doug ho, miii dao di dam tring gay va
chang chét khong kip tréi. Chang biét ngay ké
phong dao ¢6 mot ban ldnh phi thurong.

Thich khach kéu len :

—01

Han la mot ngwoi dan 6ng Lao, da ngéin ngim
den, méc so wi d.i den, qulin dai den, giay den,
mét mau den dm dam va dir ddn. H&n 8t ti€ng «O»
strog sdt, vi klong ngd ludi dao trat ra ngoai muc
phiéun.

Con d2o la liu xuyén qua 6 cira kinh V&
lodng xoéng. Sau do, lud: dao ¢im phap vao canh
ctra la sach,

Vin Binh dang tim céch d8i pho tht bén rat
con dao thitr hai ra khoi tui. Chang nhin ngang,
nhin ngia, thuan tay vé 1y cai gdi virt 1ong chong
trén givrong. ‘

G& mic d6 den cudi glin, n6i biing tigng Vigt

— Hir, 18y g&i d& dao ! Chin choi ddy ¢

Vin Binh gio g8i ngang ngue, sdn sang can
ludi dao. Bich ti€n 1én, chang vdn dirng yeén, gan

¥ .
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¢t d&a diin ra, chuiin bi pbin cong. Cach Vin Binh
ba thuéc, hdn dirng lai. Trong tdm xa nay, dung
dao rit lgi, khong tinh mit va kbong nhanb tay,
Viin Binh co thé mat mang nhu bdn.

Dich kbua dao mot vong, ngwoi hoi  ugliéng,
sfra soan phong ra. Nhung Vdn Binh bigt i fin gid
v nén kl.ong thém tranh. Hin bu¢t m ¢ng khen
ngol :

 — Ai cha, gidi Mdm.

Mot giot bo hoi chéy trén tran Vian Binh

Cach cim dao biing hai nuon tay nhe nhang,
va thd dung mémw mai to ra dich c6 mot ky thuat
can vé chi€na kha tiah vi, chang khong thé loi long
va khinh x.at.

Hi: coi ba ha .

— So ch&t phai khong ?

Viin Binh dap, giorg binh thin :

— S¢ chét lim chir ! Con anh, anh sg chét
khong ? )

~ Bo ma cia anh ciing vam vO diy, nhu?g
t6i chi vung tay ra la anh 18t tl:('r. '1[1(11 16i siip
siish pliae cho anh rOi. N:;ém mit lai, cau.kmh d}
thi vua. Toi sé tién cudn hong anh raﬁlam hai.
Tién ra lam hai, anh d& dau don. l._z'xt nira, xPéng
ch;‘au Diem chia, dirng oan trach toi, nghe khongr?

_ Anh voi toi khon; hé tha oin, vy anl. g ¢t
toi vi ly do nao ? - .

— ing ¢6 1y do nao ca. Toi dugc 1énh giét
anh, thé thox .

Hin co mot chan 1én. Nhanh nho dién, cha?g
veo 1gubi sang bén. Lu@i dao bay vi \:1 Vin
Binh qua la mot v6 i sieu pham. Cai goi trong
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tay chang nhu c6 ti thach, vira ndng lén d& thu
gon ludi dao. '

Théy nguy, tén mic dd den la lén, r8i bd chay
ra ctra.

Viin Binh quat lon :

— Dueg lai, kéo m#t mang.

Ti€n d€n sau lung, ching phat s8ng ban tay
vao hong han. Nhu ciy thit vo tri giac, hiin ned
nhao xudng. Chang dung hiin lén ;

— Ai sai may toi ? Simun cho may bao nhiéu,
tién ? . '

H&n lic diu lialia :

— Simun la aj, toi khong biét. ‘

Vén Binh bim moéi nghi rgei. N&u tén mic
45 den khong phdi la thi.ha cia Simun, gi cut
ct 4n, chili tiém nhdy Yéu dvong, nhan vién dang -
gom cha Qudic t& Diic vy, thi la nguoi ctia ai ? Vin
Binh khéng tin Simun ra 1énh gi&t chang. Mot tia
chop 16e sang trong 6c, Vin Binh héi hin :

— May dirng gifu nira. Tao bi€t may la nguoi
clia ai r6i. May kbai that di, tao s& tha v&, khong
gi€t. Bang khong, bit budc tao phai ha thi...

. — Toi khong thé nao tiét 10,

~— Anb khéng ngdm miéng duwcc dau. Toi sé
¢6 cach bit anh cung kbhai, .

— Nguoi ta s& khoéng tha thir cho vo con toi
n€u 16i bép sép. Anh c6 thé cit tai, xéo ludi, khodt
mit 10i la cung, nhitng sy tra (3n tan bao Ay véin
khong th& lam to6i hé miéng. Diu anh gidt, toi
cling phdi nin ling. Xin anh hi¢ua cho. Anh tha chét
t0i xin cAm ta, nhuoc bing anh gi&t, 10i ciing
khong dam oan than,

A}
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Vin Binh di di lai Isi trong phdng. Chang dimg
lai mée tii Jiy thube Salem. Rit hoi thuSc thom
miii bac ha, chang bio tén mic d3 den :

— Thoi, nhit dao ma vé.

Thich khach ubin chang. vé mit vO ciing ngac
niién . 8

— Anh tha ¢ €t cho t0i ?

Vin Birh oot ddu @

— U, anb «& di.

G3 ngudi Lao vai Vin Binh ba cii cung kinh :

— Toi n-ans oa anh tron doi.

Via Biah dirnz yén nhur tugns di gitra phong.
Tran nhin lpi, ¢ ang sug nghT manh mé&. Choa lin
nao lén Van teong ching bi déi phuong din mit
nhu Lin nay. Trong vén - 24 tiéng ddng ho, nhirng
x4c chét vo 10i dua nha: nim xudng, nhitng vien
dan ghé gom, nhirn: ludi dao kinh khiing cung
phéng vao ngudi ching.. Vin Bint ném did
thudc chay do xudn « dat.

Bén ngoai, troi bit ¢iu sing rd.

(Xin doc liép quyén ha)
NCUOT THO TAM
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