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ahung khong duge trao todn quyén. Ngudicé toan
quyZn quy®t diob tai chd 1a dai ta Z.28, tirc T8ng
Vin Binb ciia S& M4t Vu Viét Nam.
x
. x x .
Do d6 Vin Binb ta: tudi d€n Tin gia Ba,
Nhung chang chi d€n noi kip thdi dé vudt mit

cho Cheng Ho, soi day lién lac duy nhit véi Hsiang-

pen Lib, chi ohin Ong cic thiing thép dung chft
40c Disa cé th? tap sit toan thé nhan logi,..

-
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TUY d& chd trude cai ch€t clia Cheng Vin Binh
vin bang hoang khi b8y h&n co quip trén ndn
phong, tay chén ctrog dét, mit trgn ngudi, 1 todn
{trong trAng. Dudidnh d2o né-6ng xanh, da. mit
bin tim bim nhw vd trdi b3 quan. ThE 1A hét.
‘Cheng Ho 1 diép vién chuy2n nghiép, bac nira diio
trong nghd di ngang v tht, qnen thudc n€p sbng
th4n trong, rét cuge vin ch8t oan udng, chét tde
tudi, chét ky cye nbr k& t4p sy, non nét va 3o ta,

® Vin Binh trdi tim  dja 43 nhd bing b3 mit
-eTn v hoe trd 18 mit ban. D6 khong phdi 1a
dja 43 in ma M dja 43 vE bling taytrén giy mong
“Trén dja 43, nhirg tén thanh pb3, lang mac khong

duge ghl. Docbd biln ohi th&y cAi khoanh tron ad

&i0ét bao boc mot bdm &do nho xfu,
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Bio HOng..,

Cheng khong chua ti 1¢ xth nén chang khéng
woc lugng durge khoing cach tir thitrdn Tén gia Ba
ra dio Hong, Chang ngdm nghi mot lat, doan bit
dialuc loi tai xac chét, voi hy vong tim thém chi
ti6t cu thd gidp chang ti€n hanh di¢p vu thing loi.

Nhung chang vira mo6 d&n ao vét-tong clia
Cheng Ho di voi ngirng tay, Vi tir goc phong viing
" lai tiéng reng reng d8a din. :

Tiéng chuong dién thoai,

Troi khong con som, the tat kbach goi di¢n
thogi cho Cbeng Ho phii 1a loaikhach ddc’ bigt.

_Chang 4p dng nghe vio tai song chira cit ti€ng.
Piu day, ngudi goicling nin khe, Mot phit ndng
nd tréi qua, ngudi ddi thogi moi déing biing rdi héi
-giong kénh kiéu:

_— Anh Cheng ha? .

. Vién U::h dap ephdi» mot tiéng ngdn, Chang
khong dam néiiondva néi nhidu so 19 tiy, 41 chang
c6 &n tugng nhiu chuyéa soi syc sip xiy ra.

Vin giong néi kénh ki¢u: R

— Toi day. Auh nhdn ra ti€ng néi cla toi
ehwa ? S S S

- = R8i.- P :

.- Vay anh cdn dgi gi ma chira cho hi€t quyét

¥

&b,
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«Tigng néi cia toi» 12 ai ? «Quyét dinh» vira
dwoc nguoi d3i thoai nhic dén la quyét dinh gt ?
Nhitng danh tir t3i nhir dém ba muoi Tét lam Vin
Binh téc ti, ti€n thodi ludng nan. Chang bén it htr .
w o == Xin thw tha..,

- . Nguoi doi thoai hiét oang oang:

. — Hir... toi khong thich nhirng ké nudt 1oi
Hira. Anh d& xin 10i gianh thoi glan suy nghi. Toi '
43 chip thuén. Anh doi mot s8 tién lon, lon dén
adi khong ai dam tin la that, toi cling & chip
{huAn, L& ra hdi t8i anh phéi tré 1o dat khoat,
#nh lai dinh hodn thém nira. Nhung gio nay 10i
khong th cho pheép anh ti€ptuc &m . Toi vira
dugc tin... ' ‘ _

Ngudi ddi thoai ngung noi, durdng nhir hdn cdm
thiy bi ho. Viin Binh tirng ndi danh khon ngoan
theé ma luc &y lai vung v€ ngoai sire tudng tuong,
Chang voi hoi :

— Ong vira duge tin gl... ?

-~ Ch&t rdi... bin di ho, changlai hé khong kém,
€hiog nghe bin im bim la qud» rdi hdn ddi
giong nodi « oo -

" _ Tin gt ké xAc t6i. Anh d bi€t t6i I3 i vdy
sbh noi 1o xem dang khéng, .© © ¢ C

Y
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. Cbimg gid b0 cuditrir. Cgp mot tiéng kﬁb
khan. Nguvi 13 cdt di¢n dAm.

Nghia 1A bin d& biét chang gid mao ting nbi
ctia Cheng Ho, ‘

Vin Binh dim tinh ngbi xulng gh&, ogoén tay
chin bén goc tim dia d8 bing gidy po-luya cho-
n6 khdi cong, doan cbyp biing mét tit cd nhing
dudng nét. Chang khoi ¢lin nhoc coOng vin dyng
tri nhé. Pao Tan gia Ba tira tra nhwr hat hanh
nhén, b&t cir cudnsach dia Iy nao ciing cé hinh,
Chang chi clin ghi nh¢ di¢n tich ndm trong khoanh
tron d6. Dién tich nay 1a dio HOng. Pio HOng vsi.
Hsiang-pen Lih. Pio H8ng vo&i nhirng diu mdi cye
ky bi matcia di¢p vu thing thép doc duge Disa...

Xong xudichang quetdidm, dt chay t& gify-
ra than. Ngaycd nhitng miu than vun cling dwgc
chang chifu c8 dic biét. Chang goi cin thin, mang
vao phong tim, tir tir d5 hé&t xudng dng cdng lava-
bo.

Trwéc khi thao lui, chang luc loi khdp aha,
Trong cin nba khi rong chi thdy mdi mit khung
inh dan ba. Tuy doh khong dé tén, song chang d
bigt 1A Van Ki2u. Chicia VAn Anh. Hai chj em.
anbo duwge duc cing khuotn. -

- KhoOng rd co chj hon co6 em my tubi, nhung

rREXDIRN PHONG LAN L uw

ahin trong dab Van Ki2u c6 vé tré miing. Trd nhe
th3 nang 1a em Wt co v ciia Agoag. Birc hinh cat-
p6i-tan duwgce 10ng trong khung vang Vdn Binh
g3 cai khung, ciit vao ngln kéo, con birc hinh min.
diém 1¢ dugc chang bo ludn vao tii,

Théy trén ban gify c6 chum chla khéa <xe,,
chang beathi luon Bigt dau diy.. ngy xe nha

vin kho4i hon tic-xi oc ach, chay chdm nhu ria,

Chang rio qua hinh lang treo diy tranh tau,
va dén 18ng. Pho twgng Di Lic vio trim mic, bén
canh pho trong thin Ai tinh Shiva cwdi duyén.
Dot nhién nhdn quan ciia ching bt gip mot birc
hoa Trung hoa hoi khic thudog. Trén goc trai co
giong chit nhd viét da thdo, bay baxdém va nét sic
ohu ludi grom «irong ngudi lai ngim dén ta, k¥
niém ngly dénthim thanh phd cha do d3c Cheng
Ho.» Birc tranh tau ndy v mot ¢& Sthuyén rong
uy nghi dang lirot song, dung chém ché¢ & mii
thuy&a 12 mot tedng Tau mic nhung phuc thay
binh, tay gitrong cung, trén vatéo bao cod hai chir
Cheng Ho, vA b#n dudicéd con s3 1409,

" ¥in Binh ngim birc tranh mii khong chéa.
Vit twdng trong tranh cling mang tén Cheag Ho.
Bi m4t... hoan todn bl mat. Va 1409 va caigl ?

“""'Ching lkc dku, xua dudi ohirng thic micdang
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~x0Ay tron trong6d, r3i bus: xudng thang. Ra dén
‘sftr san chang suyl- v&p:chan ban ping-pong. Khi
-vao nha, troi o6 phiin sang hon, lai c6 thing Sue
-din dwong nén Vin Binh khong va cham do vat,
Tay nhién, trong cai rli doi khi c6 cai may, chang
suyl vdp nén phiidiang thing dé 18y thing bing
va lac &y chaag moikbam pha ra mot chi ti&t khac
-thuréng. . :

- Cach day nira gitr, hai cdv vot duwgedit chin
‘lén m&y trai banh tron tring roa, Chang di nhin
.theo thing Sue. N6 di thing mot mach, khong
-dung dén cai ban ping-pong.

Viy ma gio dAy nhirng trai banh tring xo6a di
“1#%n tir tan. Trén ban, trong tim tay clia chiang, chang
chi thiy hai trai: Sw kién nay c6 nghia la trong khi
" .chang & trén liu voi Cheng Ho thi ¢6 ngudi la 1én
vao san sau’®Chic 1a nguoi la, vi ngudi quen—nhu
‘thiing Sue ching han —kh6 th& vung v& d&n d8inga
-nhao vao ddngbanh va vot...
‘ Vin Rinh ¢6 cAm gidc nhir toan than chang bi
-dién girt manh, Chang ving minh, ép sit tudng.
_Cfing trong giay ddng hd ciing thing nay mot tiéng
bup r&t nhd dugc cdt lén, va mot vong lira man
da cam loe tron cach chang chra diy 2 meét,

. . -Bin nfngty vécla chang 48 cira chang khdi
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ch&t kip thoi. Vitigng bup va vonglira mau da cam-

1a vién dan dugc khac khdi nong sung. Ké bin

chang iy co trong khi changthay dbi vi tri. N&u
chang phan irngchim mot phin trdm tich-tic déng
ho, chang da da keo chi, '

. 40T gitr qua gip rat, chang khong dwoc phép
ti€p tuc né tranh d& tim hidu céncuécddiphuong
trede khi phdn cong. Chang phii cbin hong hin
béing khong vién dan thir nhi s& xuyén thing da
thit chang,

Bin hat, k& dich c6 véludug cudhg. Biing chirng
14 hiin vueong tay trong cdi lwéi ching ngang mit
ban ping-pong. Via Binh tung cao chin trai, Bich
Hah 'non ngon doc cudc vao ciim, Hin ¥n nguge
ra sau. Khiu sing viing rot trén sin gach, '

Vin Binh quy xudng nghe ngéng.

Ngoai am thanh do kh&i thit va khliu sing gy
ra trén sin gach, khong con tiéng dong kha nghj
nao nira. Trong nhacua Cheng Ho, chi c6 mot
ten dich mai phuc. Chang khong nghi r#ng nan
nban vira bi chang danh ngi la dan em clia trum
Phin gian dia phuong Lim Koon. llai nhan vién
ctia Lim Koon mic au phuc dang hoang, Chung lai
béo phuc phich, Nan nhan nay mic d5 tau. Va giy
abdng nhu cay ceo, Vi .lgi, chang khong tin 12 dam
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«em Lim Koon duge¢ 1¢nh ha thd chang bingsing..,
Ho1a dich. Nhung dich 12 ai ? R
Tiéng rén ciia nan nban nhd din, thoat diu

.bin con kéu «dau qua, ch®t méts, miy phit sau

bin chicon w &, R3i hin quiy minh, ban tay vé

-bAp dui den dét. '

R&i cAm Lit.
Han di chét.
Trong d&i, Vin Binh tirng gi®! nhidu ngudi

bing mot ~+6n ddn nhe. Nhung diu sao né ciing

Ia atémi danh iring huyét dao. Ding nay ci da
.cfia chang chi tong xwong cim, t&i° thidu 1a gy
b&t tinh, t5i dala trong thuong. Nan nhan bi mang
‘vong 1a gidu chang khong h& nghi téi. Thl ra
¥ cOng chia chaug di ti€n vogt byc mi chang
khong hay biét, , ' '
Trong bong dém, ching 1in md lai glin xde
.ch€t. Lan da hin con néng. Nhrag ching ludn tay
wao trong &0 thi tim hip ngung d4p, Chang 1in hrot
{uc tii, va nhu chang tién doén, nan ahdn khong
maag theo gidy t&. S ki¢n ndy ciing chirng 10 ngo
phan khong phdila ddn em cia trim Phin gidn
Lim-Koon. - B

Chang dimg ddy, bd ¥ #inb re kbof nha bing

<& saw, Chi-g Lude gaa elin pbing co clu thaog

TREN BIEN PHONG LAN ' R«

42 ra mit ti¥n. Qua mot ¢iln ph’oin'g‘nﬂ-’u méi. 4t
aoi Cheng ti€p khich. Bén ngodi 12 cira hadng. Cira.
phong dwge khoa chit, chang phdi m& biing sy,
thép. May diZu hoa kbi hdn trong phdog vin chay
aén ciin phong mat roi. Kbdng s bén ngoai nbin
thiy, vi cira dong kin, chang vin dén,

Mot gidy ké g3 chay doc theo twong phong, tir-
mit dit len gin sat trin, trén k¢ dugc bay hang
trim kj vt nh4p cing. di c&, di binh thd, di loai
va di mau sic. B&n canh nhitng bup-bé¢ phy nir
mic 4o dai Viét tha thwédt, va phitng bip-bé ki€m
si Nhiat con co nhitng pho twong lingam va yoni
bing g8, bing dOngdirge got tram tuyét khéo g'ifSng\
hét b0 phdn sinh duc nam nir. Trén mdi ky vit
diu treo miu gidy cat-tong nho xiu, & gia tidn.
Cheng Holam viéc c6 v& ngiin nép, khoa hoc, va
dwéong nbir tiém bin k¥ vat nay da mang lai cho-
hén mot ngnda lgi tire v3i rdo, khoi ciin lanh lrong
C.IA. hin vda c6 the sinh adng sung tic,

Cai ban gify bing sit son xanh, c6 gh¥ xoay
kiu M§ duoc ké gin géc. Vin Binhlrue y dén cab
méy di¢a thoai mau d6. N6 khong phii 1a may di¢n
thogi thong thudong. Né duge ndi lién véi cai hop
sét, trong hao baoc nhw may thu thanh xach tay.

" béo trén gha nhiBu nut song song. Cai hp sai miy
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& may scrambler, bd phdn di¢a tir ddm bido-an
%64n, ngudi ngoai nghe 1én khong th & bidu ndi dung
<©fu chuyén, May scrambler cia Cheng Ho mang
nhiin hidn ché tao & Tay Déc, gin 5.000 do-la mdt
b0. Phai 1a k& ¢6 tidn rirag bac bidn méi sim ndi.
Néu do C.LA trang bi thi Cheng phdi la nbin vién
-duge tinnhiém va kha quap trong,

Chang dang thir nit scrambler thi chuong
.dién thoai reo, La lang.. héi ndy, chuong
dign 43 reo trén ldu nguwoi d6i thoai i
¥ gic may saun khi néi nhirng ciu khé hidu
va khim pha ra chang la Cheng g{é mao, Gio day,
nguwoi la goi lai ching ?

Chang khong tin, Cho chudng reo hdi lau,
.chang mé&i nhiic 18n. Chang mim cuwdi khi nhdn ra
_ giongn6i quen thudc cia Agong. Va Agong chi

nghe mot ti¥ng alo doc nhit cua chiangla néi ludn
mQt hoi:

— T6i ddy, Agong diy. Anh nhén ra toichwa ?

-~ Vin Binh dap :

~— Rai.

— Anb eir trd truyén tur nhxen Vi dié¢n thogl
.clia t6i ciing nhw clia Cheng d2a dwoc gln scram-
bler loc tiéng. S
Lo = Lim. Koon nghe dwc khOng?

'rmw BIAN PHONG LAN | 15

— Khodng. Chengciing diin anb dé phong Lim.
Koon ha ? Chéng sac ddu. Lim Koon nhu cai thung
rdng, kéu that tonhung gia tri cia hdn chi 1a con.
6 de-rd to tuéng, Cheng dau ? Hin bot chua ?

== Khong bot. S

~ Nghia la?

- — Chét,
— Troi oi ! Chdt vi Disa ?

— Phii. Toi khong rd bi nhiém doc bling cich
nio. Khi t6i dén thi hin di hip bdi.
- — Hé#ng6 kip tréi trin gi khong?

— Khong cé gi quan trong. Ngoai trir ban dia
d9... Cheng d& lai mo6t bian dia d, ghi noi tiép xuce
voi Hsiang.pen Lih, va ciing co thd la noi cat gifu.
cac thung siit -chira chit Disa.

- O dau ?
— Ngoai khai. Goi la ddo Hong.
— Xac Cheng con ¢ trong nha ? :

— Con, Toi toan ra bfing cira bau’ thi bi bin
1én. May thay t6i khong tring dan, Chengcon nim@
trén liu. Néu anh c6 phuong tién..

— Hi¢u réi.Anh mudbatdi-mang thi thd cua
Cheng di ?

: = Phii. Téi sang ddo ngay. Noi dém nay, 10i.
#8 chiy x40 Cheng ta bidn.:
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— Khong nén. Quiing xic xudag bidn cé thd
1am nwéc nhiém ddc. D8 nghi anh dao huyét chon
ngay trong nha. Holic t8t honla...

— Hilu rdi, Toi s& thld tiéu bing acit. Anh
m¥c 18i 1o litu. Con v& phin anh,Cin thdn, kio
1Ay thi khon.

— Anh y&n tam,

" — LAt nita anh v&d4n ? ,
~ V& khach san anh di bigt,

— N&u khong c6 gl tr& ngai t6i s& t&i gip
--anh, A, t0i vira nhan dwoc cong dién héa t8e,
nh&chuyén lai cho anh. .

— M4t md ?.

— Phai. Mat mi, song 124 m4t m3a C.1LA khOng
‘'phdi mat ma cha S& MAt Vu mic diu ngudi giri 12
-0ng Hoang. C61& 6ng Hoang daddng y voi CLA...
Noi dung clia cong dién 1 yéu ciu anh hanh d0ng
chop nhoing, rang gidi quy&t ndi vu trong vong
24 gir dSng hS, vi co quan an ninh dia phwong c6
thd xfa vao, doi quyén lam chi.

— Lim Koon doi chi huy di¢p vy Disa ?

~ — Khong nhitng mu8n lam x&p nh#t, hin con
mubn tdng xuit anh 1én chuyén may bay sém nhit
4rd v& Saigon. Nhung hdn chi ddm 8ng xukt anh
drong trudng hop anh lam tdn thuong cys ty &

<TREN BIEN PHONG LAN | 127

1o biog trai ba-10ng trong diu hin. A3i c}:iéu toi
s0 ¥ quén noéi mot di%u quan trong. Suw hi¢én dién
chia anh trén dio di duge thong bio cho Lim-
Koon, va hio € sai phin vién bim sat anh ting
puwéc. Nban vién cia bin ngu nhr bo, cha nao t&
£y ma anbh, anh dirng thém tirc gidn, chiing ruwot
theo Ong gia run 13y bly con bj &o bui thi chiag
@it hut anh 14 céi chic... Anh dung diu bon nhin

vién xuln ngdc cia Lim-Koon chua ?

_ — Chva.

— L4t nita, ra dudng s& gip. Thoi, ehic anh
may min,

Agong cudi ba ha r8i cup. Vén Binh ngo ngin
gidy lau, voi cai 8ng nghe kéu va vu. Ban déng
nghiép, anh em coc cheo, ¢B Iri tir thud thanh nie:.;
bi ch&t mt cach tirc tudi ma Agong cudi ha ha
k® ciing la that. C61& mot phio tur th& ky sdng
trong su cing thiog, ngay dém cin k& Tir thin
trong thi trin Tan gia Ba &n bom dan thudong trye
ciia Nbat céing nhur trong nghe di¢p b4o hanh ddng,
di lam Agong chaida valilom.

Vin Binh m& ngn kéo ban gifyra luc loi
Bén trong toan la gidy t& thuwong mii thudn tdy.
Tuy nhién, khi ching 14t t§m bia diy hit mure trdi
4rén buya-ro chang cim thily nht nhgt, 1.0t sy
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nhot nhat kho thd gidi thich.

Vi bén duéi tdm bia la mt birc tranh. Ding
hon, mot bire phong hoa biing chi than, nét vé
hao hao nét vé mue tau trong birc tranh vién trdnyg
‘indic nhung phuc thiy binh & hanh lang trén liu,
Hoa s7 cha hai bire chi 1a mot mic dau 13i vE thay
“d6i. Digu lam V&n Binh nhot nhat la bic hoa &
day cfing c¢6 viég tuéng quen thudgc mang tén
Cheng Ho trén vat &o bao.

Va mot giong chir khac thuong .

«D3u sao minh cing phdi s8ng. Cheng Ho da lap
«direr- thinh tich rang ro trong thé ky thi 15. Minh ph3i
«bit cluré'c do ddc Cheng. Minh khéng duge quvén chén
doi...

hhc’)ng ciin suy tinh, Vin Binh ritbic phong
hoaklidi tdm bia diy, gdp lam tw, r6i lam tam.
Chang c6 linh tinh 1a vién tiréng Taun trong tranh
c6 lien h¢ dén doi tir cda Cheng Ho. Chang quyét
kbham pha ra bi mjt,

Chang tit den phong gify, moé mim ra ngoai
cira hang. Chang hé cira, quan sat mit dudng va
hing cay um lam. Chang khong thiy ai. Diu
thily nhan vién cia Lim-Koon chiang ciing bit chap.
Thoi gian 21 giv dSng ho - qua ngfin ngui, ching
khong thd gilr k& thém uia. Mudn thinh congding
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ky han ong Hoang #n djoh, chang phai ddt chay
giai doan.

Chang nghénh ngang hit thude Salem, nén got
gidy tren duwdng Nam-Kigu ving vé, Qua khoi ngd -
ba, et ang vo duge mot chu tic-xi vira d6 kbach.

Tan gia Ba la thanh ph& thanh binh, dp choi
sudt dém, ngudi Taa lai siéng nanb modt cay nén
gir nao clingcd tic-xi. Gia biéu & day kha ré, cay
¢ diu chi mit60 xu (1), va gidngnhu Saigon, nan
tic-xi khong bé khoa, khong tinh ti€n theo ddng
hd, va nan tiic-xiliu ngdy moi binh truang inanh
mé. .
B&i vy Vin Binh khong ngac nhién khi thiy
xe tic-xi khong co ddog ho, béa trang lai khd sach
s&. Guong mit gi tai x¢ tron xoe dnr miit ngoyet,.
¢b gd diy md, gi lach bach xudng xe, mé& cira moi
chang. Dién mao cua gé hoi ngdy ngh, miéng ga
lai curdri toe toét nhir cai 8ng phong nén Vidn Binh
cam thily an tam.

Chang cho mot dia ¢hi hu hoz\o' phia bic thanh
phd roi Ine tii 1y Salem ra hut.

Nhung sau khi gé ddu digu thudc chz‘mglal nhét

‘4 - 80 xu ciy sd dio, 30 = tir cy 85 sam, tr1 giy dém dén
8 gi>* sdng ting gip rwéi, gid bidn nay khd ré d0i véi  Saigom
Aywée ngdy ddla My thay ddf B8i suit.
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