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ldng va bich thudc Salem.

Nhung chang chi ra dén cira thi phai dérng lai.
Vi Lim Koon A4 tién li¢gy phin tmg buwbng binh
clia ching. .

" Ngay trén ngudng cira c6 hai nhdn vién Phén-

Gian ciim sting: Todn 12 tidu lien bang tot.

Va miéng stung chia tbing v& phia chang. Mot

tén lia hong sung diin giong:

— Pinhva bd ? Va dau dugo, 6ng Vin Binh ?
Yéu ciin Ong nhét 48 doan vao va-li, va xach xudng:
" nha ra phi truong Payar Lebar... :

N

VIII

Tén kich

WAN Binb chdng panh, vé m¥t phéttinh:

' — N&ucac anh mubn tbira trudong bay thichiu
kb6 xach va.li gitm. Ching gifu gl aoh, t6i l-oj
kioh kbiing, chi quen sai bio bdi khich sgn,

Miéng khiu tida lien dwgce ning 1én ngang c8
chang: ~ ,

— Ong 10n x0n, toi s& bép co.

Vin Binh cwoi khdy khong dép. Chang bigt
bon nhan vién cda Lim Koon khdog ddm bén. S¢
gdy réc roi voi ong Hoang hin khong dém dung
chan long chang. Hén ehi mong truc xufit char,
¢ thim d& durge nghénh ngapg mot minh mot e

Ngoai hai nhan vien v5 trang tidu lién cén tén
thir ba dirng cach cira phong Vin Binh mot quing:
H&n buéc vao, ngoan ngodn sép x&p hanh trang cho

" chang r8i xach va-li ra ciiu thang. . -
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Tréd néng chiy md ma cd ben d2u mic 4otoi
mua thimg thinh, Ching gifa tida lien sau 4o, doan
kém st Vin Binh, Bén cdiu thang, chang gip mot
o ghi Tau xinh xdn, téc cit ngin, trong mim mix.n
va ngoa lanh. Chang cudi v&i nang. Nang cuditra,
Ching bén tién 1én v3 nb¢ mong pang. Nang chdm
I¢n nhu bi di¢gn gidt, -~ '

Tlng duwdi kbach san cd nhidun ngudi ngoi dirng
|6 oh3. Phin dong 14 du khach M§.. Du khach My

thung kboii 1& guén Lién lyc dia co6 18 visir ti€p

- don & 46 durge td chirc chu déo, vigc cung cdp #n
ubng lai hop khiu, n6 lai toa lac frén con dudng
gdm thugng vang ha cdm, tim gl ciing thiy, mua
gt cling cé. ’ ‘ .
Thién ha dang bin tin tit khong d® y d&n Viin
Binh vA hai nhan vién Phin Gién ap tii. Vén Binh
moéc vi iy ti¥n thi mdt tén xua tay:

— Tra rdi, Yéu cliu 6ng buéce rao.

Nhitng tia ning chdy bdong dam xia vido mit
chang. Tir noi duge di®u hda khihja rangoai ching
6 cim giac nhir mdi tia ndng mit troi la mii kim
xuyén thiing quin 40 va thiéo A6t thin thé,

" ¢ Chang v0idirng lai. Vi chdng vira thoing thfy
Agong. Agong dang nhln nha t¥ bén trai kbach
sen budc toi, Adn cfiog nhin ra ching. Hidn bd

\
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miéng toan goi chang, song chang di gio ban tay
1én lam ddu cho hin nin ling. Agoug qud 1a digp
vi¢n thong minh va cé nhidu kinh nghié¢m, hén higa
ogay thdm § cBia Vin Binh. Hin dbi ngay hwong
di d& khoi giap mit chang.

Tréo 1&n xe, Viin Binh c3 tinh r@nh rang d& xem
Agong & dau. Chang cdm thdy vitng da vl Agong.
d3u xe ban kia dudng. Than hinh hdn x%u nhr ma
mat, lai giy dét. nom khé thuwong, thé ma xe hoj
¢Ga hin Iai thudc loai xinh xdn, dit tién, loai doa

-gianh cho con gii d6i muoi kidu diém. Khoi ciin
nbin k§, chang vin nb4a ra hin, nho digu xi-ga to
t3 b8 vit véo trén migag, khoi tudén mu mit.

S& Phin Gian cha Lim-Koon p*.ii 1a s& caa
phitng ke dn hai, n&n kho g Agong di khong dam

_chuwdng mit ra duedng voi chite xe dua chéi loa,
d6i mit 1é loan xa, va difa xi-ga ngang nguoc.

" Lim Koon c6 biét nhda v&i Viin Binh nén di
kifm cho chang mot chidc xe hoi &m &i d& ra phi
treong. Buong Vuon Cay 14 cai rdn clia thanh phd
nén tuy troi ndng hai bén 18 vin d0ng nghet, thién
ha mua sim ron rip, phin ddng la du khach,

. Taixé& lai vao dai 1 Si tam f6t (1). Ching bigt

(Il— Srdmg ndy mang tia Sir Stamford Raffles, thing &5c Tho
s Ba nim 1881, C
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ong gia théng d8c ngudi Anh ndy n & ra sao
khign cho d&n nay ngudi Anh ra dilén Ongta vin
con, khong nhitng dwoc muon dit cho phd x4, ma
con ci cho hang chuc thir khac nira. Nao 1a mot
khach san (1) sang trong nhit muc véi 126 phong
chin choi ohin ra bidn, nao la bio tang vién, nao
13 trudng nir, 0i chao, vé&i toan nir sinh Tau bé

oho kha ai.

D&i v&i Vin Binb, con dudng nay luru gilk khé-
nhidu kj niém. Vi & 46 c6 nhitng cira hang bin da_
rin, da ca +3u, DO da thi dau ciing c6, nhan nhin
& Saigon ciing nhu trong cac do thi khéc & Vién
PoOng, nbung it noi ndo ban d3 da rin dep va quy
biing & Tan gia Ba, Vin Binh quen mdt hica binda
dai-ban (2) mot loai réin doc sdng & Uc chau, ngudi
_ Trung hoa goi la xa-hiy ; n6 mémkhong gy, luon.
Juon boéng nhdy nhu dwgc danh vet-ni, n6 duoc
dung lam day lung hodc bot-phoi thi tuyét, phién
mot ndi né qua dit, dit gd&p mEy chuc lin da ca
sfu thugng hang. Vin Binh quen hi¢u bin da rin

(1) —Xkbéeh sgn Raffles, ngodi ra cdn ¢6 Ratfles Mussum,
Raifles Institute vd trudmg né Raffles nira...

(2)— @6 12 con riin taipanm, (oxyuranus scutellatus) dwrge coi
JA gitng rdn riv dfc, rin taipan chi c6 bd da dep vd quy hon
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dai-bdn sau nhiu lin mai got gilly trén viahedudng
Si tam f6t. Chang bit-gip mot co gai Tau co cai
€0, vd b0 mong udn éo nhu rinsau craki€ngtrong
subt. Chang dirng lai, budc vao vién c& mua bhang
dd tan tinh, vado d6, chang khdm phéra pang ban
da dgi-bdn. Chang tén bon ti€n mua dd lam qua
(k?® ra quandy rt danggia, co gai khong noi thach,
khong nhiing th€ nang cdn trir bot nira...) nhung
d2n lai, nguoi dep cling khong quén bigu chang
that nbitu thi¢n cdm v& tinh than cling nhtr v&...
xc thit. RBi ném thang tr6i qua, Vidn Binh thua
ghé¢ Tan gia Ba. Lin chot chang d€n noi, © iy
xubng xe, chay voi d&n cira ti¢m dd da thi chu ¢
4a ddi ngh¥, giai nhan 43 di 1dy chdng, nhitng sof
day da, va nhitngcai bét phoi vin biing da dai-ban
mém mai va lang bong nhur xua gia tién lai réhon
xra, y th& ma Vin Binh lai thdy da dai-ban xfu
kinh khéng va gi4 tign dAt 16i trong mét.

Mui gi6 bip va nuoéc biga tat vao xe, Bén
ndy dudng la bii co xanh r! rong rii, dung lam
vin dOng trudng, k€ cdn tda nha cii Qudc Hoi, Tai
cao Phéap vién va Toa Do sinh, xa hon nira la
dudng bidn mang tén nir hoang Anh. Anh ning x8
trza chidu loang loAng trén thap nha tho tring xoa.

Ty dang Vin Bioh rfu mit budn ngd, Chang
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lim dim diwa ddm xe. Hai nban vién Phin Gian
ngdi bén, sing gac ngang dai, con tén thir ba &
biing truedce canh tai-x& luon ludén theo ddi chang
bing céip mit cu vo. ]

Pin em Lim Koon duge vo trang diy da va
t5i tan, chung lai clia trong ding mirc, tuy nhién
Vin Binh khongliy lam quan ngai. Ra d€n ngoai
3, chang bitu dién ngh® mon ciing kip chiaa. Vi
lai con c6 Agong 8o d&o phia sau, Chi€c xe dua
nhd xiu ctia han reo .. nhirng ti€ng bum bum didc
tai. Chéc hén gin tném 8ng sdp-ming diic bi¢t, loai
thanh nién con 6ng chau cha ua diung d& lam le
voi gai, Khoi quay lung hodc dan mit vao ki&ng
chitu hau Vin Binh d3 thdy s hién dién cua
Agong. Quen thudc dudug di nrée burde trén dior
hin c6 thd giup chan; mot tay dé dang...

Xe dang phong bon bon bdng loang choang.

Tai x& chiri tuc biing tifng tau rdi lai vao v¢ dudng.

Lép trubc bi nd. Vin Binh toan m& cira xe
nhung mot tén Phin Gian chdn lai :
'~ — EKhong dugc. Ong phdi ngdi trén nay.
Ching t0i thay v6 18p trong vong 10 phit. '
Viin Binh khéng dap. Su k& 18p c6 thé dongiu
nhién, tuy vdy chang khong tim. ThE tdt c6 ban

tay pha hoai bi m4t, chfing han Agong. Hin L trk .

"TREN BIEN PHONG LA

<ho xe i#n ebanh» d& gifi ciru chay. ¥

bao ngay nay di tim ra bang chuc chchiiom

xe khong luu lai ddu v, Dungcagon gué . oo
hiéu bac nhit duge gidi trong nghé ménh dach -
«ny hon thindi¢u», N6 14 cdy dinh ngdn bing nira
d6t tay, dudng kinh biug cay bit chi, son nhicu
miu khic nhau kha dep mit, va duge ché ts:
bing mot hoa chit la, d4t vao cao-su thi né hu:
chiit, xe hoi chay mot qudng, no tit ra mot chit
phon lam - * i8p ndxep va sau khi vd 18p nd xep
thl dinh <ng hon thin di¢u» ty dong bin viing ra
xa, chii xe khong the tim thdy. ’

M¢t ong ménh da tinh trong C.1.A. mé say m¢!
nit dSog nghitp, song khong lot vio méit xanh clia
nAng nén phat minh ra ciy dinh 4c On bit xe nang
bi nim u doc duwdng vlng v&, rdi ngwdi anh hung
bao hoa vot qua, d3u lai, ch®& ning v& thanh phd
ki€m banh xo-cua. Trén hai ching di, chiing vg,
ning cam kich sy sdt sing cda chang v& ngi vao
vong tay clip chang. Bém &y, ching hén 13 doi.
Phat miash naydugc ban chuyén mon C.LA. hoan
bi, va d& k¥ ni¢m cai ¢2m thin di¢u trén xe, no
duge kéu 1a ey hon thin diéuy, :

",' Cdy dinh lam x¢p 18 thedng duwge T7§p vitn
hinb dong C.LA. xii & Vidn Dong. Agor 4 nbin
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vién CILA. tht v{ne Phin'(}iin bi xep mg&u nhidns
la do Agong. .. - - =

Vin Biah mIm cm‘yi, gb tai tﬁ va dbng bqn
1ui hiti k& con d0i, 15n'binh mé&i ra thay, L3 hoi
nh& nhai. Tén nbaa vida Pbin Gish thir tir thoc
tay tii qulin, thai do nghiém trong. ludn ludn luw
¥y 4&n chang, nbhw thé s¢ chaog c6 phép taog hinh
tr6n mit.

"Troi vn ning chang chang. Dudng sh khong
ving vé song cling khong dong dic. Thiah thodng
mot chi€c xe hoi vyt qua, Thoi kb#c thusn tién A8i
voi Vin Binh d& d&n... S& di chang ngdi chd,
chura ra tay, vi mubn Agong ra tay gitm. Nhung
ching hilu sao Agong vln biét tim. Néng ruft
chang ngé phia sau, Chi&c xe dua xinh x&o cua
Agong khong thdly dau hét, .

3 phit, 5 phut, r8i 10 phuit..,

_ Banh xe dirgcthay xong. Bon nhén vidn Ph&n

gian thd phao. Tén tai x& lal viing tuc m()t day.
Viin Bioh djt tay vio nimcira. Ching sira soan
12m thit bai d&i phwony cling mot hic.

Song le bifn c& déd xdy ra,

“ Pan tida lien nd ron. Loat dan nay tir mol
chigc xe¢ hoi den bit biag tir phia sau lest t6i

nhanh nhw trAn cudng phOng Ngudi ngdi trong xe

Cor Cyéz'(?% i Wit/ / wwwwew .cocthionthar .com
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<bl b&n mo! b?mg RB! chi® xe hoi déen mit dwg
& khuc r8.

Vio Binh tong cira vot xudng dudng. Bdn
nban vién Phdn Gian cla Lim Koon bj tring dan,
ofm ofin ogi. Ching dirmg rdi rdc, mdi tén mot chd
<hin bai hoog x¢, vdy ma hung thd bin kbong
{rat vién ndo, hiu hét d&u tring thagng bd. Vin
Binh quan sat vt thwong, nhung san miy gidy
45ng hd ngh'an ctru chang Hic diu chia trdn.

C4 bSn nhan vien Phdn Gian d2u thiét mang.

Sat nhan phéi la tay thin xa. Chang khong kip
ohin dwge mit bin, Changciing khong kip nhin
duge bang s8. Nbung diu nhé rd cling vo ich wi
chdc chdn day 14 bon sat uhan chuyén nghiép diing
bing 88 gil.

Nhuog bon sat nhan chuyén nghiép nay 1a ai ?

Vin Binh mé miy, quay diu xe, tré v& thanh
ph8. Ching dang bj diy vao th€ ket. Khi khoéng
.chang deo dinh bai sit nhéo trén ngwe, Ching co
1h3 kéu oan vB10i gidt mOt nhan vién cida Lim Koon,
31 ch® xac d&n d8n kY ni¢m tuwdng Lim bo Seng,
song ching dimg bong kéu oan v& toi gi¥t bdon
nhén vien khic trén dodmg ra phi trrdrng. Chirng

b 4X bi¢n rinh ranh... ching d& ha thi be bling ti¢e
Jién r3i cwop 3¢ b trle.
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Thoat titn chang ndy ¥ dinh gof di¢n thoai
thong béo cho Lim Koon, Sau mot phit can nhic.
chang lai xe v& thi trdn vl chang bi€t chic Lim
Koon -khong tin chang. Lin nay h;‘m tdng giam
chang rbi truy t3 ra toa con [a nh¢. Trong con,
nong gidn bi&t dau hin ching det chang mot phat...

" Chang chi bigt 16n v& thi trin chir chua bigt
s& di dau. TAn gia Bala mom ddt nhd xfu chang

phii thu hinh thanh con mudi moi thoat khdi mang,

liréi truy tim cta Phén Citn,

:" Xe boi chay duwge nita cdy s8, Vin Binh bdng:
thing gfp. Chiang vira thiy chiéc xe dua ciia Agong
dau nép. bén duvag, Tay hin dang cim con d¢i,
nghia l& xe bén ciing x¢p 18p. - '

Mit hin tai mét, tay hén run run khién con doi:
sift rot xudng mit ¢d. Hén 1dm lét .
.+ — Bon Phin Gidn d8ur8i ?

.. .Chang m& cira chide xe dua chit chdi, o hin,
ngdi trudc vo-ling : :

o7 LA ¢ o ol

Tinh thin Agong con bin loan nén hin dap lut.

.oy

ga xing va frd chan «cOn» qua gip lam chi€c xe.

- dna'mioh  khinh chdm 1én, xémn n&a d4m nhim.
chige k& dd 8 50, nghénh ngang chay ngwge chida.:
Chifc xe dd ché dily haoh ‘kkdoh, trén: mui hang:

TREN BEN PHONG LAN .

f6a chit cao ngft, miy tén la xé bam tdng teng
bén Long va sau xe cing gan c8 chii ria,;
. Vin Biph héihfn:  : - ©- G
. — Aohdsubd T oo . 4
o ASODS‘“DS' R coo s
;. « D& hodn hdn chua?

— R&i. . , .

— Viy sang ngay s6 2. Thiing nudc 4 s6ising
syc n&u aoh ti€p tuc gaisé 1 thi xesd 10t «bién»
vd ndim yca fuin. v - o

Agong bit diiu phéng nhanh. Tay binh cda
ban khong con trit trgo nbw cach d6 mot vai phit
%4n 48 phyc h3i duge sy didm tinh ngh?® nghiép.
R!9i hin thé dai 3 ~ x '

— Bi doong h&t ?

.. Vin Blah git diu:

— U, di doong het. RN
. — Ch&t cha... Panh ho bft tinh i r&i... Bdng
wdy anh lai gi€t ho, Lim Koon thd d0c va tha dai
béc nhit, Hin s kbopg tha anh dAu. Anhblim nép
chuyén, hip lam thit anh dd danh, bin s8& nhan
dip nay tri¢t b ludn cd 160i nita.. '
.- — Eboogphiitoi gigt,
© —Bir.., eon gi vhodfy. .
. — Mot ehifc xe vot qua va xd sigg. T6h nghi
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trong xe nén khong tratg dan.
— That hd ? - '
-— Ching 18 toi bia.
— Anh n6i thi t0i tin. Toi ddu ddm ngéd vire:

anh. Nhung khén ndi Lim Koon da nghi hon Tao. .
‘Théo, Din hin bit r§ anh vo can bin cling thira.

&6 bd miing nhur thudng, Gid dﬂy anh tinh sao

- — Tuy anh.
o N€u toi 1A anh, t0i s& ra btr bnén, ki€m.

thuy¥n may vi thdng moOt mach. Khong thd rdd .

ddo bing dudng hang khong ho¥c b&ng duong by,

— Con di¢p vy Disa ?
— Tioh mang trén h&t. Anh chi co trlén vqn‘
“thAnh cong n€a Lim Koon giip d&, ho¥c it ra.
khong pha thdi..
— Khong cia Lim Koen, du'qc anh ginp 45 1A
du qué da,
' — Toi 38 c3 ghog hél st&c Anh xu6ng thnyén.
trltac, moi viée d8 toi lo. li¢u.
T Anh 4 Him ra noi Hsiang-pen th trd ngy ¥
"+ 'Chira; Aol vira ndi trong dién thoai 1a noi.
Hsiang 3o niip va' cKt gifu chit doc Disa di duoe
Cheng Ho ghi trong hoa d3. Hoa d3 dio ang Aoh
cd mang b hqn db trong minh ktiéng ? - '

-‘Af-cq.

-
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— That hén cho anh va toi. Hét khie duwdng
ndy d€n khu sim uft, nha cira chen chic nhur bat
dp. Toi thué & d6 mOt c&n phd kha kin déo. Ching
minh dén d6 ban bac tién hon, vi toi e trong vong
mot gio Lim Koon s& chdn bit moi néo dudng, va
in hinh anh giao cho cimb sit ndi va chim lung
bit trén dio, _

Cién nba cia Agong ndm khuft trong hém séu
buno bit, Toi d3u bém Vin Binb méi hidn tai sao
Agong x&v nhu xa mut iai tau chiéc xe dua vo lat-
tich nhe tAng , b¢ titeo nhurr d6 choi. Bou vi hém
qua chat, loon Bgong ngoéo gidng eon giun bo

- trén d&t, o€u la xe hoi thong thuong thi chi vao

d%n ph3n ba bém la tic ti,

Tuy 1a hdm ngudi thu trong mot thanh phé tan
Vio Binh lai khoog thiy 4o quin phoi phong bira
biii, ciing khong thdly nguei lon va con nit dirng,
oim, ngdi chénh &uh, ngin cdn sy hru thong.
Ngoai m8y xe d3-udng, ml. chio va sa-t2 & diun
hém va miy dira con nitchoi dia trong béng ram.

- 18i di khoog bij cit quing. Ageng phong nhanh
_ bing xe gn mdy, chirng 13 hio da lui t&i cai
;- hém trai khody nay BhiZu l3n.

Dudmg nhr doc dugc y ngh: ca chang

“ Agong cit nghia:
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. .= Digln 1 gi¢ trirs, moi ngudi vira m‘x com
xong, bit din ngl nén ching minh mé&idiroc thinh
thoi. N&u d€n dAy hdi sang sé6m 4nh nidng chua
roi toi, ho#ic sau bira com tdi thi oi thdi... con
toét mit, khin cudng hong va veo xuong sudn
méi d&n drge cudi hém... | )

Cang vao sau hém cing n& phinb, quangcinh

hai bén khang trang hon. Toan la nbatrét, xay

" cHt theo moOt kién tric chung, khong nét nao dic
sfc, tuy nhién di&u lam Vin Binh chi y la su sach
88, Céin nha c.a Agongcé cd vudn hoa nho phia
" truwéec. Nin dau xe, khong buda lén kitng va khéa

ctra, diy nhe ctra cdng g8, budc qua nhing chiu

hoa phong lan rdimé cira phong ngoai
: Bén ngoai tr&i ning chdy m& nén khi bude
vido nha Vin Binh cim thiy th& xac va tinh thin
sdng khodi. N&u co ban thir bitu thi khong khi
trong nha chi d§ 22,23 40 bach phian, Agong
di vin may lanh tir trede. Nghia la sau khi
thd tidu thi thd cia Cheng Ho, hdn dd v& day nghi
ngoi.
-, Ngbixubng gh€, chang hdi hin :
— V& vy Cheng, anh lam xong chua ?

Agong dap : )
—Xong hoan toan. Nhr t0f dfinél, toi rudi

H

\
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acit cho thit xirong hin rira nat, chay thanh nudc
Lam vay hoi lau nhung cling may t6i khoong bibon
nhan vién cia Lim Koon quiy riy, Gin rang déag
{6i moi hoan (it Toigoi di¢n thoai cho anb
nhirng nhan vién khach san dap anh chua v&. Go:
mii khong dugc, toi danh xach xe lai khach san
Lién luc dia. Thiy anh v& t6i khongdam lén cung
vi Lim Koon va d0ng bon dd dén truoc.

— Xe anh bi nd 18p ?

— Vang. Nhung 15i khong tin c¢d xe eliz i
130 xe Lim Koon déu bjnd 16p cung mot lic. ¢
Lim Koon tdi khong dim bio dam, chif con xe
t6i... 10i vira thay 16p moi. dudng sa lai nhin
thin. Toi nghila ké dich nao do tim céch phi
hoai. ‘ :

— Theo anh, ké dichla ai ?

— Tan gia Bala noi hen ho clia moi co quan
diép bao tir dong sang tiy, nén ké dich c6 the 1a
Tay phuvong mudn &n méanh hodc :ing cb the la
phe x3 hoi chil nghTa. Biét ddu Lim Koon chdng b3
trf vd ha sat nhan vién Phan Gin d2 10i anh v2o
ti. Va nhdt 1a tgo co hoi loai trir toi.

" = La that... Lim Koon thia anh va anh ciing
tha bn. TOi c6 cim twdog la mdi tha truyds

" ki€p.,

‘
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— CbAng c6 gi la. Ba ching toi lon lén va

kiém #n &day. Néu khong xdy ra dai chifn quén
d6i Nhat chigm dong ddo c6 1& ngay nay chang toi
vin 14 ban, hodic gid khong d€n ndi coi nhau nbwr
k& thd bt cOng daithien. Kbong riéng & day ma
trén toan cdi Vién Dong, nhirng noi bi ngoqi baug
46 ho, trin thé chidn vira qua 13 diu mdi clia
nbigu s chia ré gh¢ gom. Cheng va toi hoat dong
cho dbng minb khéng Nhat. Con Lim hoat dOng
cho Nhat. Noi cho dang, hdn .. mit bio vién cho
nhd cim quyEn Nhit. Vi 1a mit béo vién nén
khong co bing c& L5t 10i . hiin, Sau ngay hoa bink
- tai lap, b3 so Lim Koon dugc bacb hoa. Tai
sao durge bach hoa, ching toi khong  bift,
duirng nhur héin c6 quan thiy trong guing may
Nha Nude, rBi bin gia nhdp ngioh an ninh, bin
kien nbin tréo cac odc thaog tir dudi 1én cao.

— Anb quen Hsiang khoog ?
— Hsiang-pen Lih &y & ? KhOng.

- — Cheng khong n6i rd v&i ach ?

‘ — Khong. Tuy ching toi k6t ban voi nhau,
tuy 10i yéo em ghi hin ngdy xua vi hién 12 em coc
chéo cia hin, Cheng va t6i lgi la hai thél cyc riéng
piét. Hin 1t tam' sy v&i tol. Ching toi chi gip nhau

v} cong viéc. MSi ngudi l1am mot vide, bin khéng .

e
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san xé bi mét nén phidu phen t6i cling khong
san xé bi mat bi mat véi hin. Trong diép vy.
Disa hién banh, Cheng Ho ti&p xuc Hsiang mot
.minh. . :

— Anh va hin khong wa nhau ?

— Vin d& nhy khong h&xdy ra. Mot phin vi
hoat dong diép bao ciin yir bi ma,, bf mat chirng
ndo, 18t chirng nfy, phiin khac vl ching toi & xa
abau,,, ngodiraciing phidi nhic dén hoan canb dic
bi¢t cua Cheng... ’

— Van Ki2u mic bdoh thin kinh bé nha ra di?

. — Vang. Anh méi dén ddo chra duge mot
ngdy ma bidt chuyén rieng cda Cheng 1o, anh taj
4bat... Toitim cAch an @i hiin, nhuog hin cing
budn riu bon, tir it 1o nay hdn ddm ra Wm I,
4m ldc phat sg, tudng nhu bio co tht ¥n twoi

ault s8ng moi ngudi,
— Hién Van KiZs &80 7
— Khong bigt. 3
— LA tioh méo mi ma vo anh khong 42 3 ?
— Sau pgldy nang bd di, hin bin bac voi vo
0f. Khi &y hin cbura bi€t nang di d4u. Gia day,

- ¢m tiph b&n hoin toan thay ddi, dadng nhu hin

<6 lien lac vo&i VAo Ridu, Toi hdi hin thi hin trgn
mit, quat toi im. Toi toan phdn d8i, hadn lida vang
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tay danh gly miit ban, Anh bidt khong, cai ban nay
bing gd tric, cing né to nhwr canh tay, bua ta dap-
khong sup, miit ban bing gd trim huong, dugc
lugc. nurdre s0i va tAm nhua cdy ring, dai béo nhw
a0 ngin dan ni-long cia My, Cheng Ho thira &
Népan hon ba chyc ngan N.r. (1), vdy ma Cheng

~ chi chém nhe la v& nat, Cheng rit gioi vé, tinh

hin dim dia nhung céc, hin ndi nong thi troi

~ ciing bt ciin, hudng ho thling em coc chéo... Cho-
nén t6i ngam thinh luén, khong dam ciin vin nita.

Agong bdng coi dong hd tay roi giat minhs-

- __S#p dén-gitr dong ndudi, ching minh stra
soan di thi 'vira, Hoa d0 cia Cheng dau, anh dwa
cho toi. o : |
Vin Binh 18y gidly but song Agong gat ngang.

giong dugm vé& sirng sdt va lo fa: ‘

‘' — Anh vé lai w ? '
Vin Binh dap: | E ‘
— So Lim Koon tich thu toi phdi xé van rdi
* 48t thanh than. Anfl yén tam, t0i co thd vé lai ding

nguyén ban.

Cip méit Agong bdng 45 nglu :

— Vin Bioh, anh n6i ddi. Thi€u toi glup sic,
“(1) N.r. 1 dbng rupes Nepal. Mot €0-1a MY twesg awong voi-

10, 10 &3ag rapes mepal. | . <

»

L
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‘anh dirng hong tim ra Hsiang va cAc thung thép
Disa, Anh khong nén d4qn phép nita, N&u anh choq
x3u, anh khong ra khdi cin nha nay duge dau,

Agong lui lai st twdng. V& ling khirng Sm
y&u ctia hin di mit hin. Diu xi-ga to 18og aging
drgc hin nhd bet xubng dit, bam ring vang khe
khdp khinh cia hiin nhd ra. Thio nao... nhit l¢,
nhl lun.. Agong qua khong hd danh véi cau
phirong ngon 4-dong. Méi do, hdn dé tré mat, Trd
mit nhanh nhu chong chéng, Hin 12 nhin vitn
C.1A, dugc C.IA. tin ding trong nhidu n3m. Ong
Hoing din chang di doi v&i bidn trong dién vy
Disa, " ‘

Té ra tft cd chi 1a t&n kich.

Vai trd that sy cia Agong 43 xulit 1 buim

~ Rokn,

Xuft 10 voikhiu sing trén tay. MOt khiu H-+h
1), nong ngdn, gon, cGi dyng 9vien dgo,

83

41) tite 1A sdng Iyc Harrington and Richardson, mow defsnder

" <double-action revolver, kidw th¥ thao (Sportsman D.A), didy
. witn shrdng dimg vi ahe v ¢f bin tring dich.
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