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Simor khe g ngudi:

— Phai. Nviune sao anh bi%t?

—Vi anh tofly em hoa ¢ ad mnia fay, bit chuéc
lai migug vé ma a h xir dung. o

— Anh tai 1h ét. C4i gi kin d4o nh&t cingkhong
qua khot mit anh, Néu anh cho phép em td md
thi em xin boi m«t cdu. N

— O, em chiing cin phii xin phép.

— Nhueg em t0 mo lam.

— To mo la tinh 18t ciia phy nit. Em cir héi di,
anh s& 1am em t 6a min - gay. _

— V&y em xin hoi nghé thiat cda anh 14 gi ?

— A h noi d&n lin thir muoi rbi em Vi quén.

Avh la thong tin vién dic biét cia nhdt bio

Budi Trua & Sar gon chir con gi nika ? Khong 18

anh lam ngh® do theat.

_ — Anh c6 thé n6i d8i voi moi ngréi, song khong
thé néi d&i duoc véi em' Em xét doan dan Ouyp rit

diing. Dan ba chiing em thuéng c6 mot gidc quan

bén nhaiy, c6 I€ la gidc quaa thir sdu, d8 kham pha

ohitng cai ma mit k+ong nhin thdy, tai khorg ‘

nghe thily. .

Néu kbong la di¢pvién gi* din, Van Binh dd
bi€n siic. Tuy phién, 1ai noi 'cra Simon da lam tim
chang dav nhéi. Qua nang noi ding, tao h6a di pha
cho phu nir mdt thién tai nhaa xét. Chdng lén vg
di tinh tir voi nguoi yéu, di c3n than lan hét vét
son trén mit, nhiit hét t6: vudéng vao so mi, thé
ma khi v&nha vin bj sur tir Ha dong phiing ra, do
thai do suong sing vé cé, khong ddm nhin anh
dén, hodc do thai 46 ngot ngdo, chidu chudng ve
nbi¥u bon ngay thuang. )
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‘Nguyén Huoog, nit thu ky trung thanh cia ong
tdng giam ddc, v¢ chwa cuéi, ding hon khongbao
gio cudi cla chang, c6 gidc quan thir sdu bén nhay
dén do kinh khing. Khong cin gip chang, nang .
chi clin goi di¢n thoai 1a c6 th phing ra bi mat
meéo m& cla chang. Duéng nhur nang cé th® danh
hoi qua lan s6ng dié¢n, xa bang trim, hang rgan
cay sd.

Gio day dénlwot Simon.

Simon khdong th& bi&t Vin Binh1a can bo diép
bdo thugng thing, nhung it ra nang vin linh tinh
dugc mdt nguoi nhw chang khoéng phéi la thdng
tin vién bao chi chi s8ng quen véi may anh, may
chir va gidy but

Nghe nang néi. chang cwdi lu 1&p .

— VAytheo em, anh phéilam ngh& gi ?

— Anh #y 2 ? Théi, em khong noéi nita. Vi em
s¢ sir that 13m. '

Cing nhu pnang, Vin Binh dang s¢ su thit. Vi
sir that bt chang xa nang, xa cufc sdng thin tien
trong thanh phd Vong Cac yéu duong. Vi sir that
b4t chang lao diu vao cam biy tit th3n. Vi sur thit bit
chang virtbd tinh yéu mot céch tan nbin. ,

Simon ba ¢ chang, hon Hy hon d& Nutc
mit min min rot xudng vai chang.

Béng phia sau ¢6 ti€ng dong.

Ctra phong duge mé hé, va ngudi buwéc vao la
L& Thai, tham vy toa dai sir Viét nam tgi Vong céc,
mhan vién bi mat cla éng Hoang, “

~ Chang kidn cdoh tugng than mat giira hai
nguoi, Lé Thai dirng sitmg, mié¢ng li nbi :

— Xin 13i anh. _
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Simon kho#c voi m&nlen mdng vio minh, Su
dudng dOt qua mirc clia L& Thai lam Via
.Binh gidn d&n néi khong th&nao lam mit gian
dugc nira.
Chang danh mim cuoi guong gao :
— Anh pha rdi téi qué !
Lé Thai ling bing nhur miéng ngdm hét thi:
— Xin 18i anh lin nita. Vi g&p qua. -
Vira n6i, L& Thai vira nhin v& phia Simon. Gia
v& k' ong d& y, Vin Binh hoi:
— Lénh 6og cha bat phai khong ?
— Vang.
— Toa bio ralénh téidi w2
— Vang.
— Bao gio ?
— Trong 45 phit, méy bay ct canh-
— Troéi 04, anh lam 16i nhe ngu'bl may, bfm

mit 14 chay lign. Diiu sao, t6i cling ciin mot thei gian

sira soan...

— Thwra anh, vé dd 18y xong rdi. Phin anh
stra sogn ngay cho kip. Trong 10 phut nira, toi s&
l4i xd dua anh 1én phi trudng. Tir day lén Bda
- muwoog gho ba chuc cﬁy 88, chay nhanh va khong
ket xe thi mét trén nira giy. Nghia la chi via
xofin lén phi co :

Vin Binh ngiin ngir :

— So khomg kip. Hodn dén mai dwoc khong?

Leé Th&i Hc diu .

— Khong dugc. Ong cy dich than kéu dién
thom cho toi. Hin anh di bi&t tinh Ong cu. Tir bao
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n¥m nay, chwa bao gi® dng cu goi dx()n thoai tur
‘Sai.on qua day cho m¢t nhan vién tim thudng ia
‘thingtoi. °
Simon choang day :
— Ong cu ndo ma ac vay, thura 6ag?
- Vin Binh d& 16i

— Ong cu chi but,

Simon ria :

~ Hir, thién loi danh Ong cu &y chét cho rdi.

Lé Thai hoi tai m#t. Vin Binh voiti€p:

— Hir, 0ng cu con khoe hon thién 10i nita.

Lé Thai xoa ban tay :

— Méi anh: Diu anh mudn & lai ciing khOng
dugcnira. T6idd thanh todn xong ti€n phong. Boi -
sitp mang hanh Iy xudng xe hoi.

- Vin Binh nhiin mit: |

~— Co 18 rbi toi ciing phai xin thoéi, Lam viéc nhw
moi, nghi chuwra lai sirc thl 6ng cu cho ngu'cn Aén
ap giai ra phi co. i

Simon nhin L& Thai ; m#§t ngo ngac:

—~ Di dau ba ong ?

Lé Thai bit cadi s

" — Van Twong.
Simon eu¢i sung swdng :
— O, th& thi dwge. Mai m3t minb sang bén dy.
" Nhung Vin Binh lai khong sung suéng chiit
ndo, Nght dén thanh phd Van Twong viing heo va

43y buyi d6, voi chirng bon tim kho nwée, ban beé

b&t, nhirng bira &n nudt khong troi vao thue quén,
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chang dAm ra chan ndu. Théi gian hi hi & Vong
cac trong toa khach san t3i tAn béac nh&t nay béa
canh m§ nbAa thit lA thiin tiéo.

Lé Thai quay got :

Toi xudng duwdi nha trade, va doi anh trong
xe hoi. ' '

Cira phong déng lai.

Simon ghi chit Via Binh, nuwéc mdt wét dim
nguwc chang. Chang bigt chdc d6 14 nhitog (ot 1¢
thanh that. Rat it kbi gai giang h8 khéc thanh that.

~Vakhi di khéc thanh that, sudt doi s€ kbong bao
gi0 quén.

Nang sti sut : _ .

— Hai ngay nira, em s sang b&n ay vé&i anh.

Viin Binh thé dai s ‘ :

— Nghe& ctia anh nay ddy maid6 nhu con chim
em di theo sao dugec.

~ Em ciing bi&t vy nhung d€o khi 8y hay linh
Gié day, ach di Lae, cach Vong cic co6 mét gid¢r phi
co, Em khong the d& anh mot minh bén &y. O day.
em ciing khong thé sdng mot minh. Em sin sang
theo anh d€n chan tr&i, goc bién. Chi s¢ anh quén
em thoi. .

Nang lai kh6c. Simon di boc 16 tAm tinh mot
chch hodn toan thanh that. Nang la hang nguoi da
n6ila lam. )

Tir nhi®u nim nay Vin Binh kbdng thich ban
tim v8 daa ba trong khi thi' hanh cOng tic ma
thuong 1¢ la hiém nghéo. Song trwrdc thai d§ thanh
thit clia Simon, chang khong th& thoai thac. Chang
bén gitdiu.. '
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Vin Binh kéo man cira sang bén.

Anh sang budisang tran vao lam chang chéi
mit. Phong chang nhin thiing ra heéng dong, mit.
troi dang 12n d6 &, khi€n cho nhitng ngoi thap maa
vaog clia cdc ngdi chua ddi di¢n 1p lanh nhw vira
dugc danh béng.

Trong vong miy gi¢ dong hd, nita, Viin Binh
s& ddn vao cudc thach d6 voi Ti thiia, Chang khong

. kbi ndo sg chét, song chang laiti€c nudi Vong cae

mot cach la ling.

D3i voi du kbach, Vong cac 1a qué huong ciia
nhitog chiéc ca-vat toan lua dét tay nhiéa miu rue
r&, va nhiing khuy 4o ming sét biing bac déc dao
<6 mot khong hai trén th€ gioi. Con séng Chao
Phya ndm thudo nhuw ngwdyi thidu phu déi héi
dn tinh voi nhirng ngoi cho rdi bing bénh trén
mit nudc phong ding, trén dud ng téi vidng ngoi
chiia Rang Dong, dd khiic ghi vao long Vin Binh
nhirng k§ ni¢m dim th&m khong thd nao quén.

Coé 1:hidu ngudi d€n Vong cac d& thim cai trai
nudi todn rin, birc trgng PLijt nguy nga cao 32 thuoe
ngoi d&n cim thach hojc kboac tay tinh nhan chiém
ngu&ng nhitng cinh hoan g taa néun tho khong kém
D€ thién, D& thich. Nhung Vin Binh lai khac...

Chang nh& Vong cac & chd c6 nhitng n' a khiéu
vii nira sAng, nira t3i bén trong ngudi ta pbai nhin
thy d& udng tirng cai udn ngue, cai thét bung cha
mot man thoat y gidt gin, va diic biétla nhitng ciin,
phong bi mit ma khich khong nhin thay mat
nhau, tir t3i d€n sing chi®u toan phim &nh
khac thudng, phim &nh Nhat, My, Paap. Tnuy di2n
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ma ngudi dan ong dingdin phdi do chin nguoi vi
x&u hd va ham mudn 1én lit.

— Hoang Luong? '

Vin Binh ngodnb lai. , '

Simon goichang. Changsye nhé minhla thdng
tin vien Hoang Lwong. Lin ndly, Neuy¢on Huong
dich than dit tén cho chang. Nang chon tén Hoang
lwrong vi mudn riing trongthdi g:an chang hoat dong
& hai ngoai mgi mdi tinh cha chang chi co gia tri
nhv gidc mdng hoang lrong.

Theo ngnyén tic, danh tinh diép vién khéng
dugce dit ramdt cach hi hoa: Tai viin phong trung
wong c6 mot ban danh sach gm 5 ngan tén gia,
lan lugt diung hét tén nay thi dung tén k&
ti6p. Song Nguyén Huwong dd 16i Hoang Luo?g
tir duoi lén trén, @n cho chang. Chang nhun vai phaa
d&i thi nang cudi nira miéng :

— Néu em con c6 quy&n, em di bd ti anh, chir
khong cho anh thénh thang di Voug cac nghi mat
dau. Bit bugc anh phai mang tén Hoang Luong. D3
anh luon ludn nho ring 4i tinh docdudng chi nhir
gific mong ké vang,

Pian ba muda la tréi mudn, nén Vin Binh
nhin 1&i.

— Hoang Lwong ?

Vin Binh ngodnh lai. Si-mon di m3ic quidn 4o
chinh t&. Saulan lua hdng, to bong choi loi, nang

10ng 1y bin, khin ai gp ndng ngod. phd kho thé

do&n nang la ngudi cia ban dém trac tang.

LéThai taim tim cw&i kbi thdly Vin Binh tir
thang may budc ra véi Simon chiu ning niQt béa-
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Vin Binh biét la anb chang tham vu phii gi6 mudn
"ol chuyén riéng véi chang.

Gid vo hot hodng, chang r& tai quin sau rdi
than : ‘-

— Khd quat

Simon cit tigng:

— Aph bidau « ?

Vin Binh lic diu, giong ai o4n

— Anh quén vi tin trén phoug rdi.

— B¢ dau ? -

— Duéidém giuwdng.

Simon lam sao hi#u dirg: r&ng V&n Binh c8

tinh bd quén vitién day edm d& din nang lén I8y

Chiang mudn nang c6 co hoi tidn gitm chang miy
trdm do la con lai-

Chang khéng h& coi nang nhr gai choi cin tri

~ ti¥n sbng phiing, song chang ciing khong thich ra di

mot cach lanh nhat. Mt khac, chabg mudn ty do
trong nim phit véi Le Thai. e

Simon!; méc muru li8a, Nang ngoan ngodn buéc
toi thang may :

- — DBeem lén ldy cho. Aph & duéi nay néi
chuyén véi ong fy di.

VduBinb nheo mit nhin &m than ngoc nga
khu#it sau cira thang may. Lé Thai ggt gu gigug than
phuc

— Ngudi ta thudng khen anh, bay gir toi n&i
bitt. Anh thi that. M@y hom vay nang chi ticm
phé1 khyng ?

Viin Binh dap:



136 ’ Z 28

— Ciing glia nkur 1h&. Khong bigt t6i sinh nbim
gio gl ma dan ba dua nhau trd ti€n io, tléu mic,
tién tidu cho toi.

— Aoh lam t6i them rd dii. Anh gia v&' quén
vi d& hoan lai tidn cho nang phai khong ¢ _

— Phii. Toi mudn tri mot cach kin déo.

— Toi s¢ nang khong ldy.

— Toi ciing s¢ nhwrthé. Va d6 méi 14 m&i nguy
cho toi. Khong clin ti¥n nghia 14 nang thanh that
yé1 toi. Naog s€ bam rigt 14y t6i, khong chiu nhi
ra nira.

. — Ciing tai anh ci- Ou:g Hoing din ma anh.

khong nghe.
— Lin niy 15 rdi. Lin sau t6i xin nghe.
— Lam ngh& nay, s¢ khong con lin sau nita

- thoi.
— Danh lidu, bigt sao! A, 6ng Hoang din gt

thém nira khong ?
Le Thai 1ic diu:

— thng. Duong nbhwe dé€n Van tu'orng anh
méinban dwge chi thi dic biét, '

Mét Vin Binh sang rie :

-— Toi sang Van twrgng v& vidc gi ?

— Khong biét nita. Toi chi duwoc 1énh téi
khach san tim anh va dua lén chuy&n phi co sém
nbiit, th& thoi.

Simon di nén got gily mot tdc 10p codp tren.
san gach bong béng loéng.

Vé mit hén hé nho con nit du'qc qua, nang
chm vi ti€n gio lén cao s :

’
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~

- - Sujt nita, aoh s& bi d6i & Van tugng, Nho
em diy, ugu khong...

Ca ba ngu'b'l cudi rd. ;.

Chi&c xe hoi kidu nhé phéng &m nhu truot
tuyét trén dudng nhua gika nhitng canb ddng bat

nght.

Simon vui vé dwoe mot 15t bdng trd nén G dot.

tinh bao cho nang bitt ia con lau 1dm ho#c khong
bao gi¢ nita nang méi dwoc giip lai chang thanh
nién kha 4i ma nang say maé, -

Vin Binh gia vo nbin ra ngoai d& khoi gip tia mit.
-siu mudn cda nang. Narg khong néi ra song linh

!

Bt nhién, nang ciu mong mét sir la lung va'

bithdm. Nang ciu mong cho xe hoi gip tai nan doc
dudng. Vi cbi co tai nan méi gilt duge chaog & lai

d&t Ti:4i.

Nhitng 1&i ciu mong clia nang khong thanh sir
that. Tai x& cla sir quan lach nhr con chim qua
hang cbuc chiéc xe chay ndi dudi nhau thanh h’ang

-dai trén xa 19.

Trong chép mit, tru-ong bay Bon muong hién
ra sirng sitng trudc miit.

Lé Thai ngodnh ra chd khac cho Simon Om

Vin Binh 1 6n. Vin Binh s¢o nangkhong chiu buong

chang ra nita, vi sau 5 phut nang va.. dan chit nhwe
keo vao ngudi chang.

Dmdong chang go tay m‘ma ra. ROi néi, gigng

4u y€m :

— Thoi, phi co sip cdt canh r8i. NEu (6 thd,

em sang bén &y voi anh cho vui. Anh cfing nhé em .
quay quiit. Anh ngu tai khach syn Cons.ellation.



138 ' Z 2g

Khi n2o qua em dinh dién cho anh di dén.

Vin Binh c8t an i nang, ch trong thim tam
‘chang khong hé mudn Simon sang Van tugag. Bit
giac chang rang minh nbwr géip gi6 lanh mic dau
sin bay néng nhu thiéu dét, 7

Chang swc nhé ra mdi tinh giita chang va Si
mon chi c6 thé 14 ngon glo thodng qua, ngwoi dan
ong chi cin kéo cao ¢d 40 dava danh diem
cham thudc hit 13 quén dugc hoi lanh-

Lic gdp nang Viin Binh sa vio nhw con thiéa

than thém anh sing ruc r&, khong nghi d&€n hau -

qué tai hai xdy ra. Chang khéng ngh vi thay Simon
dep qui: Nang dep hon nhigu ndu'm dep khac
chang da gip trong cudc d&i chim noi-

Chang khong nghi dén vi thoat diu dinh ninh

Simon gidng hang trdm hidng ngan ngudi dan ba -

da tinh dd ngd vio cinh tay chang. Ngudi nao
ciing dim dudi mét vai dém, vai ba tuin, rdi daa
lai vao ddy, chang hdi ha tréo 1én phico, con nang
thi & lai voi nhitng hen ho, nhitng mon trén khac,
Tin tu&au & kinh nghi¢m trudng doi, Vin
Bink chiic mdm Simon s& quén chang,
Ng& dau nang khong quén.

Cira phi co dong kin, hoa ti¢u bit diu nd may.
Vin Binh rut bét phoi ra d€m lai tién. -~

Thi ra ca changldn Lé Thai d8a lim. Simon
khong 18y déag nao n€t. Nang kbéng to hao dén
sién cia chang trai 18i nang con bd thém vao nira.

Min mé xdp gidy bac, ban tay Vin Binh run
-un. Ban tay cia chang tirng binh thin dAm lu&i
1ao nhon hoiit vao tim k& thu heiic liy co sung
12 sil nhitrg k¢ chua dén sd chét,
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‘Song ban tay £y lai run run..;

S¢ lim Vin Binh dém di d€m lai. Chang khong
sao lim dwoc? trong qna khtr, chang da dém hang .
ngan tri¢u bac. Chang vin tinh chi khong mé ngi.

Thuc t& di xdy ra rd rang nhur ban ngay: Simon
b6 thém vao vi chang hai t& 100 m§ kim, kém theo
mot maoh gify nhd, viét bit-chi nyuéch ngoac:

«Anh 13m bso t3t khéng giiu b3ng em. Em xin bidu
<anh d& ufng hugt-ky vi hat Salem.

« Cii k& d& quén vi tign vé nh& phy ne lén I3y,
«hidu nqudi din dng trrée anh d3 ding r3i. Anh lira
¢em Sao dugc. Néu anh 13 ngudi khéc, em ds trdng tay
I8y ti&n. Nhung anh lgi I3 ngudi em yéu nh3t doi nén

em khéng thé [3m nhe viy duoec.

«Nghia I3 anh bj thua cupc. Anh bj thua cupc nén
«phdi nhan 200 dé6 la nay dén tpi

«Anh tha thi# cho dl.ra con g4si khéng trong sach
a3y nhé ! , . . s

Nhé anh, ‘

aSimaon.»

Vin Binh bang hoang, ngbl ling trén gh&. V&
mit bang khulng, chang véu riém nhin vao trong
phi cang.

Trudng bay rong ménh moéng nén changkhong
tim ra Simon duaag & dau. Song chang biét chic
nang dang dea mi soa lén mét.

Tro' g doi, chang dd yéu nhidu rgudi dan ba.
Chang di yéu that va yéu gid nhisulin.

Song it khi chang gp nguwoi dan ba la ling
nhur Simon..,
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" Con chim dai bang biing thép dat khoi san bay
bé.-tong. Thanh phd quéc t€ Vong cac khuft din

trong ehitng chom may lo lirag.

xXx

X€ trua, Viin Binh toi Van Tu{mg.

Lau 13m méi d§t chan xudng truéng bay Vat
chai, Vin Binh nao nao nhu dwgc thi ngd nguwdad
yéu sau nhi€u thang nim xa céch. Trong théi giam

qua, chiog dia c6 dip hoat dOong ngang ngira tai'

Lio. Nang Leuam va nang May dd thanh nguéi,

thién cd trong mot cudc ddu tri khong bao gi quén!
duage (I). That bai pbin ndo & HOng kong, ching,

di cao diu di tu gin mdt ndm trong modt ngodi chia
20 trén dudng di That luong (2). )

Cam giac diu tién ciia VinBinh khi ra kbdi
* phi cola mot sir hiuquanh khac thudng.
_ That vdy, micddu tinh binh vaong qudc duegc
coi la kbin trooag thi d6 banh chinh Vaa tugng
lac ndo ciing nhu lic ndo. Téa nha duy nhdt cua
phi cidng da pha diy buiva réu ma khong ai them
tu sira, ho3c it ra la quét lén mot lwot nudc voi
tring cho dep mét. Néu & goc phi truéng khongco
miy chi€c may bay to tu&ng son c» M§, hodc d&
chit «Uy hoi Quéc té» thi it ai dam cho Van tugng

— s, Sty i gt

(1) Trong b truyén «yam turong Khéi lira » 43 xuit bin,
{2) Trong bd truyén «Tia sdng Gidt ngudris, 43 xult bin

Theo thir ty thévi gian, by Béng t3i Péng Pha lan ndy duec

vidt sau Van trgng Khéi Iira, Tia sing Gidt ngudi, vi Bi mit

Hong kéng, nhuag lai sau B3 Chda T'hubc Djc, d3 xuldt ban. .
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dang sdng trong biu khOng k' i cling thdng, nom
nop lo so mdt cugc chi®n tranh tan sat, xdy ra
khong bigt lic nao...

Nguoi ra don chang 12 mot thanb nién deo
kinh can thi gong vang Nylor, trén moi phi phéo
difu thudc Camel kbOng bao gi¢ tit. Thiy chang,
hin nhan ra ngay.

~— Thua, ong 14 thong tin vién Hodng Lwong ?

Vin Binh don da bat tay.

Trudc khi chang ré&i Vong cac, toéa dai sir da
loan béo cho nhiém s& Van tugng bigt. Thanh nién
deo kinh gong vang ty gioi thiéu, giong nhd nhe :

— Téi la Boén Minh, dé nbj tham vy. Si&r quan
ciia ta di dong ctra tir ba thang trudc, sau khi
chinh phii lién hiép trao ddi dai dién ngoai giao
véi Bic Viet. Ong dai sir dd vE Saigon. va c6 18 con
l4u moi lén, Nghe tin 6ng 1énanh em &ddy mirng
qué. Bio Budi Trua Ia nhit bdo lén nhét dusi gy
phai khong thwa 6ng ?

Vin Binh bi xj khong trd loi dugre,

Tuy la thong tin vida dic biét cho t& 14 cai’ nAy
chang chura dugc hAn hanh dén téa bao 1in nao.
Chang ciing khong bi€t dia chi clia téa bao phdi gi6
Xy & dau. DT nhién gify té cp cho chang 12 gify to
thit mét trim phén trim, do 6ng chu but ky,
kém theo khuon ddu d6 chéi. Vin Binh khong hoi
tai sao ong Hoang lai ndm dwgc nhitng ching minh
thir va thé bao chichia 1o Budi Trua, theo théi quen
nghé nghiép.

Nghe Doan Minh héi, ching dAm ra s¢ Ong gia
tdng giam ddc. Ké ra, chang s¢g ong cu 1im cim
kia dd lau nlarong thinh thoang chang moéi nhin

////M/Ml/ ((iif//ﬂ//f/(// conn
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thﬂy tai ba la lhng gin nhir 20 thuﬁt cta ong. O ddu
& bl c&r x6 xmh €0 quan nao, Ong ciing c6 nhin
vién chim va ndi. Mudn cé gidly 1o kho khin déa
dau, ong ciing xoay x& ra mot cach dé dang nhu
pguodi ndng ly huyt. ky 1én miéng.

% Doan Minh mé to m#t, doi Vin Binh trd 1o
Chang bén mim cudi, ra vé tan thanb su nhan xét
cia Boan Minh,

Chiéc Mercédés 220S miu den. béng loang cé
thé soi gwong, x3 h&t tdc luc v& trung tAm
thanh phd. B '

Vin Binb ngoanh sang beén :

— Duéi gy co giti thirtir gi 1én cho toi khong ?

Suc nté ra Doan Minh dap:

— A c6. Ong khong nhic thi t0i quén khufy.

Boan Minh rit trong ciip da ra mot phong bi
kha l6n mé.u vaog. Bin ngoai ¢6 hang chit ndn noi
phu sau :

Toa soan nhit bso Budi Trira Sa:gbn

Kinh gdri Théng tin vién d3c bigt Hoang Lvong.
{tran trong rho ong dé nhj tham vy trao t3n tay ky gid
Hoang luo'ng)

Vin Binh gép d6i lai, nhét vao tii quin. R3i
chang hdi, giong lo ding :

— Néu t6i khOng lim, ong quen thin vé&i Ong
chit nhiém bao Budi Trura ?

Boan Minh cu¢i hdn nhién :

— Vang, ching toi rét than véi nhau. Biing ra,
ebung toi 12 ban hoc cang lop. Toi vao nganh ngoai
gino con hin lam bao. Bay gi¢ hiin 12 6ng tréoi con,
gio ngon tay Ién 13 siim sét ding dung, con t6i chi
a2 m¢t anh tham vy bgnyg bét,
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Bong Boan Minh choang déy :

T — A'y ch&t, xin 6ng tba 13i. Téi quea miéng
nén goi 6ng chil phiém 1a hia.

Vin Binh kho4t tay :

— 0, c6 sao dau. Chiing miwh aeu la ban. Va
tdi xin d€ nghi goi nhau H aph, thip mat hon,
Ti€ng Ong xa la va gia qua.

Boan Luong curdi ron ri ¢

— Ving, toixin ldnhy anh ban nha bdo.

Vin Binb gid v& rit mot hoi Salem d& khéi
pbai cudi theo. Poan Minh 1 ban tri ky céa chi
nhiém béo Budi Trira, nhwoglai kho: g bi€t hin la
nhAn vién cfia 6ng Hoang. Néu Doan Minh kham
ph4d ra Vin Binh chi }a 1hong tin vién gid hiéwa,
chic chén s& chét ngit.

Xe dau lai trude it quan Constellation.

Boén Minh bt tay tir gia.

— Thei, chao ash. Anh Bn 13a, tdm rira, thay
quin.ao roi chung minh s& m6i chuyén sau. Tron
thoi gian & day, anh cim Widu gi c cho t6i biét,
18i xin tan tinh giup do. o

Vin Binh nghiéng minh ¢

— C4m on anh.

" Cbang tréo ciu thang gach 1&n gac. Bé6 la 18i
duy phét lén phong ngu, con tdng duoi thi duoc
dung lam phong dn.

Mot dam dong ky gid quéc t€ 4k miu da w
qudc tich dang chii diu vdo nhau ban bac, bén
canh nhitng chai la-ve San Miguel ¢d vang di can.

Vin Bioh dua lay chao, tuy chdng quen mot
ai. Ci bon d&u chao lai mot cich xudng xé, nhwr
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thé di than vé&i chang tir 14u. Chang mim cudi mot
minh ra vé théamin. Viéc clin thigt d8i véi chang
It Jam cha moi nha bdo khac tin cha.g cling lam
bio nhw ho. ) \

Vi¢c &y da xong,

Nu cuéi vut tit khi chanz buée vao clin phorg
duge danh sdn cho chang. Cin phong ciia chang
trong Thai Hotel ddy da tién nghi bao nhiéu thi
cin phong nay thigu thdn tién nghi by nhiéu.

Dém qua, chiang ndm trong biiu khéng khi mat
roi, ti€ng 8n di€c tai clia xe co cbay ngoai duong

khoag lot vao giwong nga. Clin gi, chang chi nbic

dién thoai la trong ba phut s€ c6 h&t. Tbam chi.cin
ban mft dém ciing chi w&t 15 phit, s& thai gidr cin
thi€t cho giai nhén di tic xi tir nha d€n 1& quan.
Con & day, chao 6i, vén ven chi c6 mot cai
givong 1é loi, mot th grong c6 déc, mot bon tim
nbo xiu chi co thé danh ring va rira mit duge ma
thoi. Cai may lanh gin nglt ngudng trén twdng khac
ra ti€ng 6n 1am chang nhirc din. ROi dang chay,
né dot nhién cdm hong lai nhur té&n. .
Trwéc khi lén phi co, chdng coén nghe Simon
din do: ' a .
— Bén Ay khong dweoc sung swdéng nhu bén

ndy dau. Kb nhu vy dY nhién anh sé nhé Vong

cic nhi¢u hoa. Van twong dang phai tiét kiém hoi
di¢n nén mdi ngay bi cip 5, 6 ti¥ng d5ng hd. Ban
ngay nhi®u khi hoi diéo qua y&u nén may lank
"chét ludn Iuon. . . . :

Simon d& n6i ding. Sy thit con phii pbang
bon 1&i nang nita. MAy lanh cida kbhach san thodc
loai cii mém, rY sét lung tung, 8ng thong nw.c bi
nghet lam vach tuong uot siing,
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. BB boi Vin Binh vi ra nbr tim. Ching mé

-toang cira s cho nfng bén ngoai tuén vao.

Bt ngay,nglin birc thur clta 6ng Hoang lén ban,
chang tu thudng mot hérp huyt-ky biing cach to Sug.
éc vao cd chai r6i mai trinh trong bit tay vao viec.
V¢ mit chang nghiém trang nhwr thd y sT sira soan
modt cudc gidi phiu quan hé.

Phong bi dugc mé& ra, bén trong con hai lop
phong bi ni¥a, gén xiva biing keo k§ cang. Birc thir

" ndim trong ciing dirgc ddnh may trén gidy in titu d&

tda soan Budi Trua.

Cbang rut trong vali ra lo thudc nhé mau vang
Khin cai nhén ai ciing cho 1a thu&c dau gan. Khi réi
phi trrong B8a muong, chang d& nhin mit dap lai

-

ciu héité mo cda nhén vién thurong chinh :
— Thudc dan gan.

Thét ra gan chang cirng nhir sit, tir nhd dén lon
chang chwra udng mot giot thudc bd gan nao- Chit
thudc dau gan gid hi¢u nay la thir nuée hoéa hoc
diing d& doc thir tir vi¥t bing muc bi mat. . ~

Vin Binh lay ban chai d4nh riing nhing nuac,
phét deu lén to& gidly. Gilta nhitng hang chif clia bire
thu v0 nghia thu. cda 6ng chii bit din thong tim
vien Hoang Lwong phdng vin céc (dnh tu lién hi¢p
caa chinb phti Lao qudc din diin hi¢n lén nhitng
hang chir kbadc mau hung hung. '

Vén Binh he 1én ndng cho kho,dogn ofm otii
doc.
. Ching suytreo I2n mot ti€ng. Cong tic ong
Hoang giao cho cbang lin ndy khéng chan ugdy
nhwr chang idm tudng.
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Doc xong, chang nhd n lai ¥n nifa cho thuje
Iau rdi cham lira 46!, vat tan vao chau rira mit,
do6 nuwéc cho tan hit, '

Chang vira lau tay thi c6 tiéng g& clra. Ba
ngin mot dai. Roi ba dai mot ngéin:

Van Binh néi lon:

— Ai dé6, cir vao.

Nguoi budce vao trac ba miroi, mic so-mi cut
tay bdng hang Boussac riin ri, vai deo may 4nh
Yashica F, l16ng may sic nhe ludi dao cao, thian
hinh tron tria, vira vin, t6 ra kha h&p din d3i voi
phai y&u.

Khong cin xin phép, h&n ung duug ngdi xudng
ghé, gat thude la vao dia dung tan, miéng noi :

— Toa bdo Budi Trura méi gii tidn Ién cho
anh. Anh bi&t la bao nhiéun chira ? ‘

Vén Binh dap: '

— Mot van kip, 4

Nguoi la néi: :

— Han banh dwoc ti8p xtic véian™. Téi 1a nhan

vién chim clia 0ng Hoang tai Van tugug. Ten toi

la Sulé.

— Toéi 1 Hoang Lwong. Sulo, té ra anh la
Bgudi Lao ! '

— Vang, t6i iai Viét. Trén nay theo ch& d6 min
h¢ nén me Lo, cha Viét c6 thE tir coi nhu nguoi
Lao dugc rbi. bét Lao c6 hang triim, hang ngan

nguwol nhu toi. Va lai, dan toc Lio rit tdt, heo

khong ciin quac tdm d&n cong viéc ngudri khac,
16i mang tén Lao Suld, hojic tén Nga Khruschev heo
cling mic k¢. :

-
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— Nbung anh cei chimg dfy. Chi c6 ky gia
méi deo may anh.

— Anh ngac nhién la ding. Song t6i ¢6 quyen
deo may anh, Vi t6i 12 nba bao- Nha bto thir tidet,
duge by Thong tin va bé TOng tham muu cHp thé
dang hoang. Toéi la ky gia clia bdo Xigng Mahaxon.

— Xieng Mahaxon, cai tén nghe quen quen..,

— Ving, d6 1a co quan ngén luan cha phe hiro

— Ha, ha, bio Budi Trwa clia 16i ciing theo
phe hitu.

— Té ra t6i lam. Trudce khi d€n day, t6i dinh
ninh chico t6i 13 nha bao thue thy con anh chi lam
bao kbi nao thich lam ma tt 6i.

Cudc giip g& véi Suls lam Vin Binh chét da.
Duéng nhir Sulo wa n6i nhidu hon lam. D6 khong
phéi la dirc tinh cha ngh& di¢p bao.

Chang bén dua mét ra cira :

. —Tru&c khi vio phong t6i, anh di cio than
xem ¢6 bi ai theo d3i chuwa?

Suld nhin vai, giong kéu cing : e '

— Anh dirng ngai. Pay 14 Van tuong, khong
phdi Saigén hay Bo g kinh. Nhan v.én gian diép &
day dong ddo that dfy, nhurng chi 1a d5 bo. Thude
phién ré nhurrbéo va gai dep ca déng di lam ho
mém ngudira rdi.

Vin Binh hoi cau miit :

— Anh giip b8i ngoai hanh lang khong ?

Sald vin than nhién ;

— Krong. Va lai, giin ciing ching sao. Ngay nao
toi ciing d€n didy udng rwou ba lin, sang, trea va
t8i. b 1d nhd . mit. VA lai, o g chli khach san
nguoi Phap la bau du hf than tuiet "t 10i.
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— Anh quen nhijgu ghe.

— Vang, cAi ngh& nzy phdi th& T3n ti¥n kinh
khing, anh a. A, ong Hoang ¢6 gii titn lén cho
toi khong ?

— C6. Theo chd 10i biét, 6ng Hoang di chuyén
ngan 1én cho anh rdi, Gi¥ nay, anh ra ngan hang
c6 1€ dai co.

Suld thd dai .

— Houg ci rbi, anh a.

Viin Binh nhin vdo mit Sulo:
— Thé& nao lad hdng cd rdi ?
Sulo, giong chan chudng:

— Nang Boun d& ch&t. Ché& vao rang ‘sing

hOm nay.
— Tai sao ?
- — Hoai Thanh ha st ning er tir van.
— Nghia la ci bai d2u chét.

— Téoi chua cé tin tirc dich xdc vi canh sat gift

kin. M{t mat b&o vién caa téi cho bi&t Hoai Thanh.
ehwra ch&t. Hin phiy trén 13u xudng dit may vuéng
viao canh cdy nén cbi bi thuong. Hién gi¢ hén
d4i dwoc ché Ve tdoa dai sir Viét nam dan cha
cong hoa. '

— Tai sao Hodi Thanh gi&t nang Boun ?

— C6 12 vi ghen tubng.

— D6 va sir phong doan clia anh bay la cin‘

ci vao chi tiét cu thé ? '

— Khong, toi dau dam phéng doén. Lam nghd
piy, phong doan 1a hét doi. Phong doan la 1am nghe
thiy boi, phﬁl kbong anh ? Hoin Thanh yéu nang
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Boun mot cach tha thigt, c6 thé hy sinh tinh mang
cho ning, song hin lai mic bénh ghen ghé gom.
Hin da d& lai mot bire thu tuyét mang.

— Noé¢idung ra sao ?

— Toi xoay x& moi cach m& chwa tim ra. Nhan
vién sir quan Bic Viét dén noi xay ra 4n mang
trudc COng an Lao nén did lam phi tang hé&t ca.

— Nghia la k& hoach cia ching ta da thit bai

. trudre khi dwoc thiee hién?

— Toi chira ddm nghY nhw vdy, song s thét.
efing gin nhw anh k&t luin.

— Theo anh, cén phwong tién nao khac nita
khoéng ?

— Vang, 16ic8 4p dung phurong chAm cdn nwéc-
con tats, Xin anh d& toi suy tinh lai. Song téi so 1a
kbong con hy vong gi nita” Tir lau, t0i nbim vao
ciip nkan tinh nay. N€u anh lén s¢ém hon mot ngay
bidt dau ching ta dd hodn todn thanh cong, hodc ft
ra cling dat duov., két qua thudw loi. Bay gio ho Aa
chét.

— Ngoai Hoai Thanh, anh con quen ai m'i'a?

— K& ra thi ai ciing quen, va ai ciing khong
quen. Van twgng nhd nhir1d mii, lam quen rit dé&.
Toi dd vac mit téi moi cudce ti€p tan va & dau téi.
cung miy mo k&t ban véi nhén vién ngoai giao cong
san. Nhung bon dan em ctia Lé viin Hi€n khon
nhu ranh, anh a. Ho chi bt tay t6i 1a nhida
nhdt. Bt xong rdi thoi, gip nhau trong cudc 1iép
‘4n khac 12 mit lanh nhu ting biing Bic cue.

— Tai sao anh quen dwge Hoai Thanh?:
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v~ LY docii rich, anha. Hoai Thanh ham xudug
x6m BOng Pha lan. A chiic & Sai gon anh di nghe
danh Ddng Pha lan. Theéi thi, tha hd, mudn gi cling
¢6. Co thé nhiit da d&€ vwong, mifa hd c¢o tign,
Phai 12 hoa thuwrong 80 tudi ha méikhodi bln rin tay
chian khi buéc qua x6m BOng Pha lan. Dém ua);,
anh sé& thily toi n6i dung. '

— Cam on Anh quaog cdo bay hon co quandu
lich chinh thire clia chinh phii hoang gia. Nhung
bay gi¢ t6i chura thich thanh lau. Ma chi ciin bidt
ta) sao anh lam thdn dwgc voéi dé vhi tham vy
Hoai Thanh ? '

— Sau khi th{y hin tidu ti¥n nhw rac, toi bén 13

chirc theo doi. Toi lai quen nang Boun.
~ — Toi hy vong anh s& tim dugc mot Hoai
Thanh va m¢t nang Boun khac.

= ?iéu nay cé6 thé thirc hién duge, tuv nhién
pbai cdn thoi gian. Phién moét ndi la anh di cit
cong 1én day... Diu sao ciing xin anh tuéng cam
réing khong pha: 18i tai 16i.

’ DéEg di¢éu bang kbuing, Vin Binh dirng day
ném mdu Salem chdy d& qua ctfra sb. Mui bac ha
thom thom con phing phit trong phong tro

Bung nhu 161 Suls, cong tac clia Vin Bink &
Vz_m"tu'qu da két thic trueée khi duoec khéi dia.
l\f'ghla}é chang bi 6ng Hoang biit c6c & Thai Holel,
tong c6 sang ddy moét cach vo ich,

i} I.,e tht:(‘mg moi ldn xu8t ngoai chang dsu sidp
mét ong 10ng giam d&c dé trure ti€p nhan chi thi,
va doi khi ban gop y ki€n. Lan nay, ménh lénh
dugc dua qua trung gian, MOt trung gian hot nhu
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khrou, Nang Boun thiét mang, Hoai Thanh bi
thuong, khong hidu ong Hoang s& c6 thai dd nao,,
vi phitng bi€n ¢8 dang ti€c nay khong dugc ghi
trong chwong trinh. Ching 1€ 6ng Hoang ra I¢nh
cho chang ti€p tyc. Chéng 18 omg Hoang ra
l1énh cho chang quay v& Sai gon.

Vin Binh hoi Sulo :

— Anh vin lién lac bing dién dai v&i Ong
Hoang chir ? -

Sulo dap:

— Van.

— Méi tuin miy l&a ?

— Né&u c6 tin tic thi m3i dém méi giri. Bing
khong, mot tudin hai 1iu, thur tir va thé biy. Dém
nay, t6i s& x&r dung dién dai vao h8i 2 gid rudi
Anh mudn t6i dién vé nhiing gi ?

Suy nghT mot phit, Vin Bivh dép :

— Toi ciing chua dinh, Trude giv mé dign dai
tois€ lien lac véi an h. A -

Sulo viét dia chi cia hiin xudng gify va dua
cho Vin Binb. Mt hiin bdng sang ruc :

— Anh tim t6i rdt d& cir bdo xdm I3 hode
tic xi xudng DOng Pha lan. S8ng & diy, ai ciing
phai bi&t B6ng Pha lan.

— Di’ nhién, ach phai 1am huéng dao cho 10i.

— Sin sang. Thoi chao anh. That dang tiéc.

Sulo kéo gilly 1ét xét ra cira. Tigng chan cla g&
ky gid Lao nhd diin & cliu thang. a

Vin Bioh chép miéng, cham didu Salem méi
Sul6 cho ladang ti€c. Song Vin Binh lai khOng
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nghT th& Chang chi hoi 14y 1am birc minh: Trong
doi gidn digp, nhidu khi bat com bur -g tin miéng,
'sdp #n r6i coOn bi giat d6. Tuy nhién, trong sur bye
minh d& c6 doi chut kinh ngac.

The thdn, Vin Binh ti€u ra bao lorn, nhin
xudng dudng.

D#i dién khéch san la dwdng Sam sen Thai, dal
106 s mot cha thd do Lao qudc.

Mang danh 1a dailo 83 mét, dudng Sam sen
Thai chwa th® so sinh véi  con dudng hang
bét ctia Saigon. Mit dudng khong trang nhira nén
xe ¢§ chay qua bui 18¢ mu tréi. Hai bén duong,
nhitng t&m g6 gdp gh&nh gac chan lén nhau d& che
-8ng c8ng, phia dudi chdy m¢t thir nwéc den ngom
nhu mrb'c sai thudc phleu.

Cot dién biing go glin 1& quén xién b&n sang
bén, nhr mudu ngd chui vao quiy rwou. Xa xa
vong lai mdt di¢u nhac budn budn. Ti€ng knéne
doc dao cha xir Lao that hop véi thido Van tuong
-diu hiu.

Duéi duong, Sulo di deo may anh sang vai
kbac. Hiin thich cir d0ng tay chén chir khoog phai
‘dau vai. H#n dao dac nhin nguge xuoi, ¢6 I¢ as
tim xe.

Méy chi€c xdm l¢ oc ach chay qua, gong k&n

1&p loang dwéi troi ndng nhw thiéu nhir d3t. Mot
xa pbhu ha xudng nhwrng Sul6 xua tay,

Vin Binh nghe ti€ng Sulé vong lén :

— Tic xi.

Mot chi&c Opel xich toi. TAi x& bilt chip luat 1¢

lra théog vi thanh phd Van trgng duong nhur -
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khong c6, va khong cin luatlé Iru tbbng d4u chiph
&nh gita duong, khénh khang mb cra cho Suld
iréo lén.

+ Mgttia diéh gigt nhanh trong 6¢c Vin Binh. ;.
Con mit tinh t& clla ching khong thd nao
1Am dwge.
Chiéc tic xi son der chd Suld vira chuydn
banh thi cach khach san Constellation nidm chuc
thaéc mot chilc xe hoi khéc, cling thudc loai Opel

sommaun ca phé sita ddu x& cira bigt thir clia Ngoai

trudog Lo, ciing voi vd r3 may.

Tir pdy Vin Binh di d2 y téi nguoi ngdi trong:
ze miau cd phé sita. Téc xi ré sang trai, chi€c xe
ca phe gita ciing ré theo.

V#n Binh dirng trim ngdm giay lau,

H8i pdy, chang niy ra y dinh quay v& Vong
chc. Nhwng tir phdit nay chang phdi & lai. Bén

‘trong 0¢i vu chang nhan thdy mot sy truc tric la.

ling. Chang nh#t quyét tim cho ra.

Gio day, chang pbdi {dm mot c4i cho lai tth.
hdo. Van tegng di c6 sin nha tim hoi dic biét
danh riéngcho dan 8og co nhidutién. NghY d€o ldc
pdm dai trén chiéc giwong nhd, mit kim dim,
canh miii hdp béy, mic cho ngudi “an ba trén than
khong c6 méanh vii nao hét, ndu bop tirng thé thit,,
Vin Binh quén ca nhoc mét.

Huyt sio mi¢ng, chang quay vde phong.

~ M0t anh bBi nghiéngdiu chao bing tidng Viet.
— Thua, 6ong méi & Sai gon 1én,
— Khong, tir Vong cac,
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— O, th& ma 6ng tham vu lai uo6i riog oOng &

‘Siigdn. ) C .

— Ping. Téi tir Shigon qua Vong cac nghi mdt
thoi gian truroc khi toi day.

— Thua, & day chic 6ng birc minh lim. Nuéc

. khong c6, dién ciing khoéng, dn udng thi thigu tt-xdn,

mot cong rau ciing mang tir Nong khai qua. Ailao

chiing c6 gi 08t, thim chi dén mon dan ba ciing’

phéi nhap cang.

— K2 thi ciing chan that, Nhwng cai nghé cia
%6i 1a thé. Noi nao ving vé nhit cing la noi co
nhiéu tin tirc nhat.

— Thura, ong dinh & bao lau ?

— Ciing con tay. Tuy nhién ngin nhat cling
vai ba tulin. Vi toi con phai phoug vdn hoang than
thé twéng, va san do 1én Canb 36ng Chum.

— Vang, vai ba tulin kha di r6i, Ong s€ co theri
gior dur d& dé tim cia la. Saigon khongco tiém nhay
phdi khong ong ?

— Co chir. Tiém nbay & Saigdn c¢6 rdt nhigu,

— Lauhi 1 Toi thiy v nir & dudi ta kéo lcn
‘day hang doan- Ho kiio nhan ring lam &n o Saigon
kbo lim. |

— Phbai. Vi b luat gia dinh.

— 0, & trén nay tui tha h8., tha h8 nhay, tha
h3 say, tha b duhi-., mién c6 u€n. Cai gi chir cdi
tiéu khi®n thi ch& bang triim xe cam nbong do
xuag song Clru long ciing chua hét. 0.y 14 ¢o dip
xudng Dhng Pha lan chua ?

— Cuura.
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. — T&i nay, toi s& din oug di. Ciing di nhur
HBng kong, 6ng a. Bd hang dan ba, tay, tiu, lai,
gia, tré, vang trdang.,. Tui tién nao c¢iing thich hop,
i ti®n thi hang xodng, cén gilu su thi ¢6 nhitng
moén dic biét tr HSng kong toi. A, lai con ¢6 xi-né
nia. Khong phaixi-né den tring dau, thua 6ng ?
Toan la phim miu. Va la phim méi. Toi nghenéi &
Saigdon miy chi ba Tau & Cholén chi®u phim cfi mém
vain lai, cban nhir com n8p nat.

— Nghe noi gin khach san c6 tiém nhdy Lido.
cir khoi 1dm kia ma.. '

— Vang. Lidola vii tredng ndi ti€ng nhdt nhi
Van twrgog. Nhirag phai téi vao nira dém thi moéi
gdp nhi€u cai la- Tuy nhién, dém nay, (6i xin d&
nghi ong di Vieng Ratry,

— Vieog Ratry ? :

— Ving, & ginbé¥ song. Lich sy va &m ciing
nhit 1a Vieng Ratry. 0 d6 dang t:inh din mét tro
thich mit ghé gom.

Vén Binh thira bigt gd bGi noi thoat y vii, Chapg
lai thira biét hdnla tay-ma co chuyén nghip.
Chang béo khoat tay : , '

- — Oi chao, nghe anh nsi phéat réu nudc mitog.
Nbung t0i méi dén con mét lim. T3i mai, toi sé
tim anh.

Chang déng ctra danh sim.

Gé bbi ng6 theo chang biing cip mit sing sat.
Hin khong ngd dwge nguoi dan 6ng banh trai va
cudng trang nhir the€ lai dirng dung khi nghe nhéc
t6i thu vui ban dém tai Van tuong. _

Hén l&c diiu t6 vé khong h &u ri ning n& buoe.
xudng thang gac..

: x XX


Administrator
Coõi Thieân Thai http://www.coithienthai.com

Administrator
Coõi Thieân Thai http://www.coithienthai.com




