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D6ng cira lai, gia Tw hoi :

— Hovay kin r8i, ba bigichua?

Ba Hoa gatdaa :

— Bi#t roi.

— Sao ba chura tr8a dj ?

Ba Hoa cudi:

— Trdn sao duge. T6i phii dqx bas v2 di.
Binh ra ngoai bém goi thi bac ve.

~— Ba loi thoi ldm. Bba phan toi 1a gac bén
ngoai d& bio vé ba.

— B3~ phin t6i 12 ddm bio cho nhitng d¥ng
chi trung kiéa va tai ba nhw bic khéi sa vao tay
dich.

Gia Tur thé dai .

— Chi 5 phit nira, hg s€ da vao dAy M&i ba
di ngay cho.

By Hoa ciing thé dai

—Bac cung di voi 10i, may ra c6 the thoat hidm_

— Kbong duge dau. Phdico ngwoi & lai khang
e 48 nghi binh. Va lai...

Giong gia Tw tr& nén nghen ngag :

— Toj chic c6 Ttanh da bi ho biit. Bi bt tit’

c6 Thanh s& tr van. Ba phai sdng dé tra thu. Ba
padi sdng & linh dao anh em.

— Cam on l0ng tdt cla bac. Nhu'ng toi da
quy&t roi. Toi ching con sdng bao lau nia. Bac
1a dan ong. lai it tudi hon téi, bac phdi & lai diu
dit anh em thanh nién.

— Né&u ba chép né, dich vao ddy, ba va toi
déu ch&i. Chét mot cach ngu xuin. ChEét mot cach
vo ich. TS chircs€ k&t t0i ba, lich sir s& k&t toi ba.

Kbong co ba rong gi¢ phiit nghiém troug nay, td
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chirc s& nhw eon rin m3t diu, anhem s¢ phan tan,
st mang do t8 qudc va ong Hoang giao cho s&
th#t bai.

Ba Hoa cii diu suy nghi. Boan ba ngirng diu
giong sic nhu dao:

— Toi chi bing long ra di voi hai didu kién,

— Moi ba noidi. Néu ladiéu kién hop ly thi
toi chiip thuan,

— Hai di& kién, xin bic nhé cho. Thir nhat,
rit thil . dung tén ai, ngwoi &y phai & lai. Ther
hai. n8u ching may la b:’ic t6i s& & lai clim cy mot
thoi gian, d€n khi gin hét dan, toi méi di.

Gia Tu noi:

— Ba bwéng binh that. Ong HoAng néi vay
ma 16i khong tin, giy day toi mai thay rdé rane,
Vang. bd di mudn, toi xin ving:

Néi xong, gia Tur lai ban, 18y gidy ra vigl. Gia
dua cho ba Hoa mot manh gify :

— Ba vitt tén ba di, con toi vidt tén toi.

Ba Hoa niin nét chir 7. 62, rdi g&p tir miu gidy
1ai, trao cho vid Tw. Gid Tue cho vao cai non la
x6c moOt hdi roi noi :

— Moi bd mit thiim,

Tim ddp hoi hop, ba Hoa mit mi€ng gifly phia
trén va mo& ra doc. Ba tai mit. Gia Te wmim ciedis

— Tén ba phai khong ?

— Khong, tén bac.

— Toi di bio ma.,. Ong Tr&i c6 mit, khong
bao gir lim ca. Th& 1a xong, tdi xin ¢ lai.

Ngin ngir m4t gidy, ba Hoa néi :

— Con t& thir hai, phig¢n bic & ra coi.

Gia T cirdri :
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— Kho qué, ¢6 hai miéng gliy, c4i d¢ tén ba,
cai d& fén toi, ba da mit tén ba ré6i thi caicon lai
phal mang tén toi. Toi khdng ngo ba chilai lin
thin nhuw thg,

Ba Hoa vut dirng day, va lﬁy miu gify coa:

lai trong non, gia lugmt lai khong kip. Gia Tuw
ngdi phich xudng ghé, mit dd hoe. Qui ba Hoa
doan dung : mi€ng gifly thir hai ciing dé chix Z. 64
bi hi¢u ciin gia T,

Binh sinb, gia Te la nguwoi giéi quy thuat,
H&i con tré, gia Tulang thang day, do. trd tai bién
gify ra trirng, ndn bot thanh chim dé ki€m ti€a do
nhat, Lhéng lep bi bét, diy ra Con dao, bac kit
bé, veot bidn trdn vé. Sau mot tudn lénh dénh
trén bi€n khoi, hai ban d3n7 hanh ch&t kbat phaj
ném xac xudng nuwde, bac dat vao dét Thii. Nho
dan dia phuong co camtinh ~vacéd IE ciing nho
bac thao tiéng Thai — bac thoat khoi mang luai
cda thuc dan, va tir do ta tdc & nwéc ngoai, ti€p
tuc sir mang gidi phéng dat nuoe. Bac gip Ong
Hoang, gia nhap to chire gian digp duoi bi hiéu

Z. 64, roi ra Ha 00! phuc vu dud quyen ba Huyén"

Hoa. Ba-. coi ba Hoa nhw chi c4, va nhiéu lda vao
sinh ra tir, di sat ba Hod nhua hinh vé&i bong, -bae
45 ciru ba Hoa ra khoi uanh vudt ghé gom cia
dich.

Ba Hoa néi:

~ Toi biét ma..,

Gia Tu léc diu:

--Téi gidi ngh& quy thuat, chic ba chi khong la
gl. Nhung 'thoi, toi quyét & lai, ba khong lay chuyén
duoc t6i dau.
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Ba Hoa dinh néi : «t0i cling quy&t & 1ai », song.
vOi im biit. Ti€ng chan ngudi chay thinh thich trong
hém vang lai. Bén trudc cira tru s& cha ba Hoa,
toan ngudi dirng lai.

RGi mot ti€ng quéat vanglén:

— Mo ctra.

Ti&p theo la ti&ng bang sungdip vao cira :

— M& cira. Cong an.

Gia Tu lén ti€ng :

— Cac 6ng doi mé& cira lam gi ?

Ti€ng bén ngoai tr& uén gt gong :

— M& cira dé xét nha.

Gia Tu noi :

— Ong chi divéng réi. Lat nita moi cic ong
lai, t6i khong co6 chia khoa.

— Dirng &m & nita. Con me chil dang & trong
nha. May 13 dLra gia dn may ngdi ngoai ngd phai
khong 2 Khon hon thi mé& ngay, néu khong chuug
tao s€ nil dan vao, chét khong kip ngap.

Gia '{'u rit 1én ;

— PFhij, ldola déa gia hanh kh&t ngoai hém
day. Céc ong c6 bao nhiéu dan cir bin vao day.
180 sin sang tra loi.

Ngoai hém. mot chite xe dip gin may thu nhat
thanh di dau sdn. Bdn nguoi dan ong miic dong
phuc xdm kéo nhau sang kho chua vat liéu bén
cauh d& ban bac. Nguéi chi huy noi :

— Ching cé sung. Aoh em nghi sao ?

Co ti€ng dap:

— Toi dé nghi pha ctra vao. Phia sau d@ bs-
tri xang roi. Ching khong tho4l duoc dau.

— Chung co mdy dia?
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~ To0i khong bfét. it ra la hai, mu gia va
thing &n may gia hi¢u, Hai dira gia nay khong
khang cur dwoc bao lau dau.

Ca bon Iré lai truée cira nha ba Hoa. Nguoi
chi huy cao giong:

— Toi cho nhirng nguéi trong nha ba phut de
suy nghi. Sau ba phut nu khong m& ctra vadiu
hang, toi s& ra lenh biin nat cira va ném lru dan
vao,

Ba Hoara hiéu biing mit cho gia Tu, bai ngudi
d&u im iang. Gia Tu man mé khiu tién lién trong
tay, tin miit sang nhw dién. Ba Hoa he ctra sO nhin
ra san. Chic chin dich phai tréo 1én mai nha bén,
roi truyén xudng san. hodc vuyt trrong nhay vao.

Ba Hoa doan khong sai Mot cai diu vira uhd
lén khoi birc tudrng. Ba dinh liy co. song gia Tu
chiin lai. Mot nguoi miic d6 xam nhay vot léa dinh
tudng, stra soan tudt xudng. Khi gy gia Te méi
nha dan. Bac chi bin mot phat ko khan. Ngudi
40 xam ngd phao xudig sin.

Bén ngoai co tiéng kéu :

— Dbug chiManh bj ch&t réi. Anh em, xung '

pbong vao.

Gia Tw nhan vai, ra vé khinh bi. MOt loat tiéu
lien nd ron. Canh cira lim vin dirng virng. Lai mQt
loat nira, tacata, tacata,. Ba Hoa ghé sing qua
‘ch#n sosg sit ra sin. MOt bong ngudi nho lén
tuong ba Hoa thin nh'én nhéd dan. Mot tén khéc
bo 15m cOm trén mai, gia Tu ting cho hin mot
phat vao giita 6c. Hai xac chét dém mau lin long
18c xu8ng san.

Tacata... tacata..,
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Canh cira lung lay. Tacata... Canh clra bittung
ra, mot trang dan tudn vao,

Ba Hoa va gia Tur d3 rut vao phong trong. Rin
mot hoi khong nghe phin ¢ng, bon cong &n ua
vao. Hai khiu PPD cung khac lira ra mot leot.
Tép dr diiu nfim xudng nhu sung rung.
~ Trong khi 8y hai cong an vién khic dad nhay
lot xudng san. Gia Tu chia sing ra, song ci hai
déu cudn minh nip vao goc BaHoa dong chit clra
#n thong ra phong ngodi. Mét loat dan tir ngoai
sAn nd ran lam nat cinh cira s, minh go bin tung
toe vao vai' gia Trr, Ba Hoa b tra roi khom lurug
di ludn vao trong. '

' Ngdl vha ¢dm 5 phong va mot ga-ra. Dich da
vdo dén phong ngodi. va sira soan tong ctra vao
phong thir nhi. Hai cong an vién ngoai san sip stra
pha cira gara.

Ba Hoa kéo gia Tu vao phong thi tu. Do 1a
ciin phong kién c8 nhit, tuong bing béto g cbt
sit, va khong cé cira sd. Ra vao bing mdt cira lon,
ngoai 1a gé lim, trong la ton day. '

Gia Tw néi:

— Thoi, ba di di, T6i cé thd can chiing duwoc 5.
phtt nira. :

" Ti&ng sing vAn nd ron, xen lin ti€ng quil ra
lénh quiang sing diun hang. Hai ti€ng oang odc nd

“lén. Ba Hoa giat minh : dich bit diu ding luu dan

cay mit, Vi khi gioi trong tay, ba c6 thé chdng
cur khong lui, nhung ba kbong c6 mit na phong
hoi ngat.

Gia Tw huing hing ho. Gian phong duge gin
may di€u hoa khong khi, dong chit clra, hai ngudi,
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con cam cy duge ldu nita. Nheng dich di cip hoi
dién, Pong ctra thi ngop thd, con mé cira thi hoj
cay lot vao lam dau mét va rat hong

Tur phia, khoi triog bay mi. Gia T ndm ldy
tay ba Hoa:

— Ba dv di

Ba Hoa lic ddu @

— Khong, 161 & lai voi bae.

Gia Tu quiic mit .

—Kho6 qua 10i néi méima ba khéng chiu nghe.
Ba dirng hy vong toi cung trdn voi ba. vi n€u ci
haij cung trdn, dich sé phing ra. Ba Hoa..

Vira néi, cia Tw vira chia sing xudng chén
bin mot phat, Ba Hoa mi 1én .

— Troi oi, bac Tur !

Gia Tw mim cuoi kiéu bdnh:

~Ba da thay chwa. Bay gi¢r toi queé réi ba mudn
mang toi di ciingkhong kip nita. Néu ba tra trir,
tot s€ hiin ndt chan kia, Ba di di. Sau khi ba dj
khoi, 10i s€ dong chit cira phong nay lai. Trir phi
ho ding ¢4t min, hodic sing ba do ka. ho khong
vao ndi dau. Toi s& bin d€n vién dan cudi cuang.
sau doé toi giat min cho nd, nd tung, nd bét.

Nuwéc mit ran rua — phidn vi hoi cay, phin vi
xdc dong téi cao dO — Ba Hoa cui dau vai gia Tu:

— Bac Tu, xin vinh bié! bac.

Gia Tu ngoi phich xudng gh&, mau duwéi chan
chay lénh lang :

— Kinh chao ba chi,

Peo khiu singlén vaj, ba Hoa hoi ;

— Bac mudn dén lai diéu i khong ?

LY f
Gia Tu ldc dia . » "

DEM cUO! CUNG cUA TU TO! 123

— Tot 1& ké tiz ¢d vé thian tir mot phiin tu thé
k¥ nay, khdng vo, khong con, khong ho hang. than
thich, thi c6 ai ma nhin nhi. Néu r&i pho hod cho
ba con s8ng, v& Sai gon co dip gip 0ng Hoang thi
noi grim véri ldo gia dy 12 thdng Tw vAn nnhé no,
vin phuc né6 cho dén phut cudi cung trong doi.

Ba Hoa nghen ngao

— Vang; (6i xin néi. )

Mot trang dan chat chua cdt dit cao chu'yén
cha hai ngudi. Gia Tu nbit khdu tidu lien, tra thém
bi dan khic. Ba Hoa ling 1€ d&n bén tuong. bim
nut,

Canh cira bi mat trong twong mé ra. Ba buoe
xudng mot dia dao fin ngdm tir tru sé, ‘xuyén (ua
kho vat li¢u cia bao Nhan dan. Mui &m mécxong

“lén miii. Tir 1du, ba Hoa chua xudng dia dao uay.

Ti¢ug sung bén tren nho din rdi im biit. Ba
Hoa bim deé. chiu sing duong hiim. Truoc kia,
do6 la mot 3ng cong lon duge dao dudi thei Phap
thugc. Ba Hoa cho dao rong thém, va mé& nhida
duong nho téa ra tir phia. :

Trin bdm duge chdng biing nhitng cay g ion
n2n hdm 16t téon, nhung troi nira fudn nén nuoc
ngfim vao ngap d¢n mit c4 chan. Mot con doi canh
lon bling nira cai quatl bay vi vi ngang mii ha
Hoa. Bén chd ré ba dirng lai nghe ngoéng.

Bén trén la kho vat liéu. Him #n thong qua
dudrng cdi, toi moOt ngdi nba bd trdng. Ngoi nha
ndy cia mOt ngwei Tau pha thuong vao Nam
nan sau hi¢p dinh Gio-neo, d& lai cho con gai &.
Nhiéu dém, vo chdng ngudi «on gai giat minh thire
ddy thdy mot con ma mic dd tring xda toc dirng
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duti b&p canh hd nwée, hodic ti€ng khéc ni non
nho nbd trong b&p vonsra. Hodng s¢, ho bén ngiin
nha ra lam hai, bo tr8ng duéi b8p, chi & nha tréa.
Ho khong th& nao higt dwgc con ma mic dd tring
la Nguyét Thanh, va ti€ng ma ni non la tir mot
biug nhira g i 4m ving ra. .

Biét vo ch8ng chii nhin tin ma quy, ba Hoa
di lap muu chi€ém cdi b&p, va ddo dudnyg him teoi
d6. HEn noi, ha Hoa nghi mot gidy cho lai sirc, rdi
van toan lirc vao hai vai, nang phi€n da lén.

Bén trén, tdi om nhuw hii nit. Vo chang chi
nha dd dung nhi€u tdm ton ién, déng vao cira sd
cho con m= thdt tinh khoilang thang ra ngoai.

Ba Hoa ¢&i quin 40 ngoai, Inc trors ¢/ bb
dung pifl . vun ké & goc. 14y ra mot bo y phuc lrung
Hoa. Ba lau chan cho kho nuéc réi x6 vao doi giay
tau. Xong xudi, bamé& cira. Nhirng cai dinh léon
déng vao tdm ton di degc g& ra tir trwoc: Cira
nay nhin ra mot caihém nhé, di vira lot hai nguoi,
ngay xwa dugc dann cho phu v¢ sinh.

Bo di¢u than nhién, ba Hoa di ra khdi hém té&i
phd Hang Dong.

Thoat nan.

Cach ba mot quiing, mot chiéc xe dip dau ngang
dudng, gitta nhitng chuéng ngai vat. Kha phd Cira
Dong di bi Cong an chin lai. Ho khong ngo ngudi
chit muu ma ho rudng bét lai la thi€a phu Taa
diu trum khin chi hé nira mit, mot chan bi tuot,
rénh rang ti€n vé phia chg Béng Xudn, M{: giot 1¢
long lanu trén mét thi€u phy. Ba Hoa khyog
aguol.

Mot titag n6 long troi 16 dat lam ba choang
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vAng. Ti€ng min nd trong tru s& : gia Tur vira bim.
mit hy sinh.

5 phut truéc, gid T Jing 1€ nhin ba Hoa xudng
dia dao. Ché ba Hoa di khudt, gid Twe bish than
dirng ddy, trén moi pha g phit mot nu cuoi la
lung. R&t cude, ba Hoa chiuthua Gia Tuw 1im hiim .
mot minh

.— Minh &.lgi 1a phat.

. Mot loat dan biin vio tung tée. Gia Tu nfim.
rap xufing diit. Boan bo lai sat cira.

Bén ngoai c6 tidng thét :

— Hang di thi khoi chét

Gid Tu dap lai bling nira bing tién lign. Laj.
mot 16p cdng an v én ngd xudng, gia Tw ralén
cudi siing siic. Tidng ogudi chi buy quat lon :

— N6 & ngay ctra hudng. Bin manb vao.

Gia Tu khong cuon thém dugc nira. Hoi cay
IAm bac mwu mit, khong con thdy gt h&t. Bac ph:i
van dung nghi lre méi khoi phat 1én ti€ng ho, lam.
dich.cho dich bin vao. _

Bac c¢6 th& déng chijt ctra rdi bm mit cho min.
nd. Song bac chua mudn. Bac cin dgi cho ba Hoa,
sang dén duong hém bén kia, micy phuc thi€a phy
tau, lén ra duwdng Hang Ddng, rdi thi hanh ¥ dinh.
cling chwva muén Bac hinh dung trong tri moét
ngwoi dan ba tau trdm phiin trém — ba Hoa ding
14 dan ba tau trim phda trdm, vi ba trng & bén
thu, noi ti€ng Quing dong rdt thao. miic 4o
sudng sdm mau xanh thdm, quin khin che nira
mit, dan doi gidy ban den; tholin thodt di giva
d4m ngudi ngo ngic va run sg gin chg Bong Xuan.

X¢& ctra cug la mot try s& khac, c6 mot ddng
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