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the ra 1¢nh cho thia khin ch¥ doi d&n khi cong
viéc xong xubi. Chang ghé quin ca-phé khong phaii
vi bi ma men hanh ha—vi cén 1iu n3ng huyt ky mé;
hanh ha dugcching — ma vi ching cin thir lgi
dap s3 ciia bai toén.

Bai toin NicOn.

Sau khi udng ba ly diy #p, va Init hét dia
Salem thom vi bac ha bit hii ching m&i goi dién
thoai cho 1T quin President. Lin nay., chang nhé

rd 9 s6 dai l¢ thé, Lir quan hang nh&t cé khic, -

ban thudng trirc phuc va dic luc ca vé ban dém,
chang vira nhdc ngén tay ra khoi dia qoay s3 thi
& cudi duong diy, nhin vién tdng dai dién thoai
khich san Presideat da lén ti€ng «ald, ald, thua,
toi xin nghe...»

Vin Binh budng giong coc 18, hich dich :

— Khich san President ha ? -

Vin tifng dap kinh cin:

— Thua phai. Quy ngai mudn goi sd nio a?

—Ong quin ly. Gi& nay ong quin ly & dan ?
Man 1én, kéu Ong quin 1y cho 16i hoi chuyén.

— Thua...thua.. quy ngai la ai ?

~ Gidm ddc Phan Gian, cb6 nghe ra chua?
Quin I§ khach san di ngi r8i ha ? Daoh thirc Ong
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ta day. Hir...nhan vién clia t6i mé&i ra khoi khach
san thi qudn ly dd ogd say ahwr chét, ,

— Thrra...thwa ngai giam ddc, ong quin Iy cia
chung toi da lén xe vé ty rdi a,

Nghe co 4 giit tdng dai dap nhur vay, Vin Binh
¢6 cdm giac nhu cudng hong bi chdn nghet. Té ra
thing cha quén ly dd bi bon nhén vién Phaa Gian
moi v& tru s&, co 1€ d& Idy loi knai. Ciing may
tdng dai vién khong pbdi ta duc ruc ¢6 6¢ nhan
xét tinh t&,..Vian Binh ben ap dung chién thuat danh
phi diu tan ohan :

— Quan |y vé vin phong toi cGi ha ? Tai sao
phut nay chua thdy mdt ? Con thing nhan vién uao
cha t6i canh gac & khach sac kbong ?

— Thura khong,

—Hong, nong, Con thing, .khach M§ tén ta
Nicon ? '

— Thira, mot 3ng cdnk 341 »ira qua diay cho
bi€t 1a dd bat duwoc bdn 5 doc duong.

= Chéc khong * Tai sac 01 chwa bi&t gi ca ?

— Thrwra, zhic. Ong =dnb 34' nay ia ban quen,
Ong ta b6 quen car vt nen phd: dirng xe lai 13y
{ing ta & trong doan agweorcuot theo Nicon. Cach
day o phut, 101 duge moi ra duong dé abgo dién
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v3 t6i thiy t4n mit bi can NicOn agdi trong xe
canh sit.

— Viy hi ? Cam on co nheé !

Khi giac 8ng noi. Vin Binh m&i nhé c6 gii
tdng dai co cai giong khao khao dic biét. Bdi von
nguds quen sdng phong tr¢ nhur chang thi nhan

vién tdng dai dién thoai — uhit ia phai ad —da

juu ln trong long nhiéu k§ mem. C6 nhing k¢
piém dep ohu buc iranh thiy mac tiu. Hinh co
nghe g'ong ahau trong day no r01 ri nhau di dn,
di d5i g6, hen ho bit tin. Song cingco ahing k¥
niém tén t6. Hon mot lin. chang v6 mong vi 20 gai
¢6 giong 20i ngot hon dwong hioa hoc va tré hon,
¢ onguon thay da mdt hang nam 1a: chua «iab
khing va... gia kinh khing...

Gia thi ciing dwoc di. nhung gia ma xfu nifa
thi... sic mdy ma Vir Bink ogin a6: Lic iy

(phuéc chc chang la cau chuyén tinh aay di xay
ra kha lau va ban bé khong 9i€t} chang gos cho
mot dai lit quan co nhide ting !§u 5 Saigon. Nbu
thromg 1é. gim ohan 10ng dai trd lon. Vi phong
chang mudn goi b1 ban, nang yeéu cin chang gitr
may. va trong thoi gian cho doi  chang giét tho:
gio bing vai cAu dua ddy Nhu theong 1¢. chang
ddt chay gias doao va don 4i mol nang di xem XL
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né roi vé di é‘n, vi «c6 oi, rap Rex mé&i chi®o mot
phim tinb hay dao dé. troi mua ri rd nhu thé nay
ngh som sao dwoc, hd cé.» Nang t chéi. chang
bén cam k&t gift dung din, déng thoi con kha o3
tén cung com la Téng Viao Binh ra dé bic ddm
nita,

Thr hdi & cai d4t Saigon chat hep nav, cé
ngudi dep ndo lai chua nghe tén Z2-28 7 C¢ nguoi
dep nao lai chwra nghe thuat lai nhitng cudc phica

" luu hanh hiép cha 2.28 ? Cho nén ngudi dep tdng

dai dién thoai nhan l&i chi 1a viée tdt nhién,
Tuy vay. nang con e 1¢ «thira 0ng. em x¥u 1im

em x¥u nhu Chung vé Diém. Ong gip em. Ong sé

th#t vong tran tré... em noi that diy, bian tinh em
thanh that, em khoung wra gia d3i, 6ng nén mdi co
ban khic di xi.né va di &n tién hon ., thwa ong...»
Theo kinh nghiém. dan ba con gai dep thudng
khiém t3n hofic don phép dngeo la «em chad. em
cha...», nhitng co0 xdu thwong cho minlk dep,
nhitng cé dep thuong cho minh x%u. Vi lai, con
nha gia gifo c6 bao giv lai nhan 1di véi dan Ong
la 2 Trir phi duge mdi 5lin 7 Iwot, theo céi
truyén th(]ng moi #a com clia ngudi Mién Bic
nghy xua,,

Tin cay /40 m¢6 kinh ngluﬁm gié d%n cila minb,
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Vin Binh b2n méoi Iy moi d2. Ching mdi dén rk
hong ra, ngwi dep méi chin 6-ke. Truréc khi 0-ké
ning con khong quén nhic Iai «lai Ong ddy nhé,
em di ndi 1a em rit x3u, Ong cir ning nic mdi
em ky duorc, c6 gi thi Ong rang chiun.» Vin Binh
dinh ninh c6 nang khich bic chang vl ngudi dep
thuong c6 nhi€u ké rip danh bin sé, nang so di
choi voi chang lim cfu ghen tudng, gié trd gy
su, dinh dim gi do.

Ciing vl sir dinh ninh hio ngot ndy ma d2¢m fy
Vin Binh... suyt ch&t. Suyt ch€t, khéng phai 11 bi
bon nh&o tinh ghen tudng cia nang danh don hoi
chg (vi lai, sicc mdy ma ho dim dinh don hdi cho).
Chang suyt chét vi ngodi dep tdng dai ching dep
chiit nio, Diing nbwr ning quing cio truréc, nang xdn
nhr Chung vo Diém, mit to mit nho ,miii ben bet,
him ring vira sin vira khZp kh&nh cén cii mié¢ng thi
rong hoic twéng nhw c6 thé dﬁl lut cai gling
qu)én Anb.

Ning xfu ohe vy, niang lai nghi minh cé
duyén miin moi méi chét chir ! Cia dang t0i. néng
c6 mot dié.n son : 3y la giong rang tuyél ay. ro
ring ma ki.ao khao, Theo trang s, dan ba giong
no6i khao khao l1a_.. s tir Ha Dong. chuyén bit nat
cbong. Nhang theo kinh nghi¢m, giong noéi khao
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khao bio hi¢u moét ndi tam suc tich, yén ai 1a yén
¢h&t théi, va l1am tinh 1a.., lién tu bit tan,

Co gai tdng dai khach san President cling c6
giong no6i khao khao clia ngudi yéu chét thoi. Vin
Binh ngdi thir trudc chai huyt ky dd can non ntra.
Ehi dy chdng méi sire nhé la tirchiéu dén gio chang
chira #a gi h&t. Dang ra, chang da tich ¢8c tir budi
trrra, BEn Gio-neo, chang choa kip nghi dén viée
cung phuag thin bao tir thi bi 16i kéo vao cong
viée, hét cong viéc nay dé&n cong viée kh:ic. Tuy
vdy, chang khong thily déi.

D3 qua nira dém tir 14u ma quian ca-phé vin
khong ving khach, Khac vai biiu khong khilon x¢n
cla nhitng noi du hi, dan éng luon ludn tim cach
gay su voi nhau d& gianh giat danba, ly chén luén
luon bay r&t loing xoing. & day moi nguwoi ddu
trim mic va hicn hau, Mui ca-phé den pha nuéc
86i khéo tay bsc l1én thom lirng. Vin Binb bdng c6
cdm trdng nhr nghe duge lieng tirng gict nuoc
den sanb roi lanh tanh tir cai phin bing nhom
tring xudng day ly bing thiy tinh,

Chang khong mé ca-pha nhing v8n ¢6 ‘nhita

cim tinh voi ca-phe. Co 12 phdn ndo vi chang sinh
trudng & mot viing gin rirng -nui, gan nlxung ddn
digp ca.phe, Phin kbac, vi ca-phé gin giéng veoi
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‘dan ba. Hotcd.phé man d6 hOng nhirr mbéi din ba
thoa son. Hot ca-phé troa tron, mim mim 'fl“r
mong va ngirc dan ba, Hot ca.phé cb. l.m'irc da‘l).ong
loang nhu nudce da dan ba dep... Duéi gam troi c(?
hang trim loai ca-phé, ciing nhue bing trim loai

dan ba, b& ngoai nhu thé gidng nhau, ky thit chiing

gidng nhau bao nhiéu. Mudn c6 ca-phé ngon phai

lura hot, voi phai biét rang cho khéo, R8i phi bidt

pha cho khéo_ Khi udng ma d5 chira khong ngon
thi ca-phe ngon maiy ciing virt di. Va udng cz“t-pl:é
ma ban ngoa tr¥i cir ndng chang chang thi tha »de
ca-phe bi-tit cia ba Tau Cho Lon con h?'n.,_ Ba;m
ba dep nhwr ca-phe ngon, cong trinh thuoug thie
d6i hoi it nhicu kién nhin, khon ugoan va nght
thuit. ' »

Bdng duwng Vin Binh ngoiit tay cd bé chidu dii.
doi mot tach ca-phé. Ca-phé nong bong duoc bung
lgi, chang dot thudc Salem. nhﬁ-p nha cuad cho
nuede teén phichrit xudng bén dudi. Chang ci‘:qt
nh& d€n Phit Dung, d&n nhirng x€p bai ach gia dim
boi siic s& clia nang. dén théi quen &n y&n chung
duong phén ciia nang, réi bdt giac thd mot
tiéng nhe.

Phd Dang 12 ngudi dan ba ky di. ngodi tha
boi bdi va &n y&n naog, con cé b ohip ca-phe.
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Nang khong u8ng nhe moi ngudi, nghia la dang
d0 sir hodc thiy tinh ma 1a rét ca.phé vao chén
kim kbi. Nang noi ca.ph¢ duom vi sit the the moi -
ngon, va kim khi lam nhi¢t lugng gia ting nen
cang th¢m ngon. Nangcoén cho ring pha ruou rom
hoic bo vao ca phe la nghé thuat cha nhing ké
cit lin, C6 lin nang tdm sy voi chang :

—Em hoan todn d6ng ¥y voi anh réing ca_pha
ciing g18ng dan ba. Udng ca-phé voi rom, voi bo,
hodc voiqua nhi€u dudng khac nao yéu ngudi dan
ba deo qua nhidu dd gia, phai khong anh ?

Vo hinh chung, Pni Dung di mang lai cho
Vin Binh mét s nhan dinh méi mé nhung tham
trim vé cudc doi. Givr day, nang khong con niva.
Ning khoug phéi la ngudi yéu cia chang, khong
than thi€t rudt thit nhuw Quynh Loan hoic Nguyén
Hwong ciing khéng dam da now ddi voi Thu
Thu, Katy va bang chuc bong hoa bi&t néi khace ;
tuy vdy cai ch&t .clia nang lai lam chang x6t xa
hon bao gid he&t. Dudng nhue Phu Dung di mang
xudng long dit mot phin doi clia chang,

Chang nhdc ciiloc, dit xudng ban, rdi cim tach

ca-phé con nong boéng ndc mot hoi. Moi chang,
lué: chang, va ca cudng hong chang déu bi rop.
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song chiang kXhong dé ¥. Chang lanh lung x0 ghé&,
thit thdv ra ngoai. Gia phit ay, c6 ai dirng chia
trén ngudag cira, ching s8 kbong ngie ngai qumt
atémi chét gifc, '

Khi lanh ban dém lAm con didn loan ndi tAm
clia chang diu bét phin nio. Ching dan mit vao
gidy xe hoi thip nhoé d4u bén heé. Loai xe dua nay
thich hop véi didgp vy adp tdi. Ching chi cin mot
thai gian k7 luc d&€ 1am chi mot trong n'ing chi€e
xe t3i tin dy, cho diu nguvi ta di ip dung mei
phuong phap dé phong m3t cip, Nhung chang tat
qua chit lu&i nbé nhe ma khong dirag lui.

Chifc tic—xi vira ghé ruéc ching ciing kha ém
Iurng. Tai x ciing kha kin ti€ng, chi hoi nhd chang
di dau rdi cim cui lai, khong ca ké dé ngdng nhw
moi tai x& lam dém khic. Trong hang thi tr&n
dan anh tdy phuong thi Gio-neo c6 mot gid
bida tic-xi va xe buyt phdi ching, nhung cic
phuong-tién chuyén ché cong cong & xir nurdc
miAm, khd nai, siuriéng vin ré hon nhiéu m3c
diu tir it ldu nay di bi coi l1a...cAt cd. Ai d&i gia
bé c& nhitng 150 dSag Viét nam mot cudc (khodng
1,50 quaa Thay ST). con cir modt cdy sd 1a khiach
phaii trd nira quan. Mot cudc xe buyt ciing ntra
gquan. Nghia li 50 dGug bac Viét..,
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Vin Binh ddi vao tay tai.x€ 10 quan nén hén
khong ca k& dé ngdng 1a phii. Hn chi mé& miéng
khi xe ra d€n ngoai 6. Song chi mé& miéng voi mot
cdn hoi ngén ngii cin thidt ;

— Queo trai hay queo phai ?

Queo trii, chay gfin nira cdy sd nita thi dn
dia di®mn do Phn ‘Dung ghi nguéch ngoac trén gia‘n’y.‘
ma Nicén doc lai cho chang chép, Viin Binh khénag
bi€t day la nha ai, Co thd 1a mot trong cac td quy
kin ddo chia Mai Ling, Ciing c6 thé 1a hang cop
ddy nguy hiém cida dich,

Vén Binh d4p vai, tai.x& ra l¢nh thing gip.

hdng xudng xe bude 1én con dudng gap ghinh-
Day la khu bigt thi, xdy trén nhitng thira dit cao,
nbin xudng hd Lé-man, Gioi i pha quic 8 thiréng
dénsAng & 'l'hl__ly ST dé trdn thud loi tire, (an hu'(}ng

. str an binh trong tién bac, nén chung quanh cac

thi trin 1on thudng c6 nhitng toa nha mat rong
rii, litn nghi. nhung kin dao, twong cao nhwr tuéng
nha 0, bén trong c6 vé st va ché bet.gié canh
phong ngdy dém, chura k& cac dung cu dién tir.
Ngoi nha mat & cudi con dadng 16t da
gdp gh&nh nay tao cho Vin Binh ¢am tudng
ddiy la lau dai trung-cd, theo kidu nhitng lau dai
trung.cy, clia hoang toc con sot lgi & mitn tay-
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