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g'(‘mg kS tro chuyén, t6i chwa nhin thiy ich loi &
au.

Valép noi : 49

— Dé€ cac anh khoi nghi ngé, t6i xin lam qua
tuong ki#n bing bo mit md WS, ’

— Matnd WS?

— Phédi, mat md dwoc ding d dich nhitng
phit gide clia nhan vién gino lien Cacldt. -

— Hi¢n anh ¢6 by mat mad nay khong ?

— Co trong tay thi khong dung. Song toi bigt
rd ké gilr ne. BO mat mé quan trong nay dwo: cit
& Mani, ngay tai thi d6 Mani, mudn doat qib‘ nao
ciing dugc. Toi bigt Cacldt mang trong oc nhiu
chi thi t8! hé cho t8 chirc Huk & Phi luat tan.
Nuirng chi thi rat clin thigt d3i véi t6i. Chic Mel

dd noi voi cac anh ring toi c6 trong trach am tro -

cac thu linh Huk theo khuynh huéng Tito, Trong

tredng bhop cic anh chiu chia xé& véi toi nhitng

phat gidc caa Cacldt, 16i sé din dén noi cit bo mat
‘mid WS.
— D3 thg, toi céia tha that véi anh. Chung toi

dd thoi mién Cscldt. Trong con mé sdng, hin da
doc bt cac 4m ngir gifu trong tiém thirc. Co quau
pbin gidn dd dich xong moét pndin. Con phiin khac
phdi doi tim ra b6 m4t md ma anh néi. Toi chﬁp’
nhin d& nghi cha anh. Noung ank s6n la gi ?
Chung toi chira phii 1a nhan vat thim quy2n. Xin
anh mot thoi han d& ching tol bao cao lén thuwong
cép. Va khi do, chngta s& thio ludn didu kién.

— Didu kién clia t6i khong Iy g lam khe
Xkhit. Toi chi yéu clu anh trao Cacldt cuo toi.
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— Caclot ?

— Vang, toi d8 nghi ddi b6 mat wd WS lay
Cacldt. Cac anh di khai thac xong xuoi, nim duge
cac chi thi bi mat, dau con ciin hiin nifa!

— Vang, chung toi s€ tra 10i sau. 4

Vin Bioh dung day, cao tu. Valép bit tay,
dang di¢u vo cung tnan mat. Hén ralénh cho g
tbudc vien nhoé tho va xfu xi:

— Liy xe, dea hai ong vé khach san.

Vin Binh tir choi :

— Cam on. Chung toi dau xe & ngoai.

Valép sdt siing:

— Vay, nnau vién cla to6i s€ dua hai anh
xudng vuon.

Vin Binh vin thoai thac:

—. Chung Loi dd bi€t duong. Xin da ta thinh
tink ctia aann. '

Val2p néi:

— Khong anh a, d¢ ngudi to6i dan xudng tién
hon. Cbing gifu gi cac anh, con bet gié sonode
cha 10i dang & dudi nba, N6 hay thu vit lam.

Vin Binh dinh dap «5. con sonoéde cia anh
chi 1a mudi», song lai nin thinh. Chang mudn doi
phuong luon luon tin twdng vao 'ai ba cua con
sonode bach chién bach thing. Chasg mim cuoi
kéo Le Diép lirng thitng xudng gac.

Bén ngoai tréi dd  hirng sang. Ngon gié rang
dong tir khu tha ma thdi lai, lanh lanh va ron ron.
Cho may binh bich nd, L& Diép hoi ban:

— Anh ngh¥ sao v& dé& ngbi caa Valép?
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Zﬁlhg:,n?adtg’dao d8. Minh choi trd bhu tim
v&i hin khong d& 1im dAu. ‘

— T6i ciing nghf nhw anb. Ngodi ra, toi con
" b#in khodn di€u nay: tai sao ha“.blet bon mu}b
W nhan vién ciia 6ng Hoang? V1 banh tung ciia
¢hiing ta dugc gif rit kin. Ngay c chuyn di ciia
dng Hoang sang Mani cfing khOng cho ai biét.

Vin Binh thé dai:

— Toi so h&n di bigét nhi®u bi mit khéc nita.
Nhung cfing may con m¢t bi mat hin chwa phing
ra: d6 la Cacl8t. Hén twdng Cacldt con sdng.

Lé Di¢p nhun vai: .

—~ Bi#t dau héin ching bady muu, phinh gat
chiing minh ? i )

Vin Binh om chyt bung Lé Di¢p. Chigc mo
to phong nhu bay. Doc dwong, Lé Di¢p héi:

— V& khach san chir? :

Vian Binh dap:

— Phi&n anh th téi xudog Manila Hotel.

— Aouh d&n lam gi? .

Vin Binh dén li quan Manila d& tim Lug,
Dguoi dan ba ky di. Song chang diu Leé Di¢p.
Chang séu vuon ciing khong hol thém. Bén kbi
ngirng mo to ngoai dwong, L& Di¢p méi néi:

— Toi bigt anh d&a dav vi chuyén gl rbi. Toi

v& phong ngd mot gifc. Co viée cén, anh cir goi
' Vin Binh vong ra puia ‘sau l& quan. Chang
kb6ng mudn giap mit nhan vién 1 quan, d& khéi

tra 1&i nhitng cau hodi phign phirc. Mic ddu mét vu .
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cham sing xdy ra dém qua, quang cinh khach san
vin binh thwéong.

Van Binh tréo Ién phong Luz bing ciu thang
céip curu. P&n noi, chang nghe ngong mot phat rdi
g0 clra nheé nhe.

Khoong ti€ngtra 1&i. :

Chang méc tui 18y c4i chia khéa det ma nang
trao cho chang. Tra vao vin thir, chang mim cuoi.
Khong hiéu vo tinh hay ¢8 y, nang di dwa 13m
chia khéa khac.

Vin Binh danh trd tai dao t¥c chuyén mén.
Loay hoay trong nira phut ddng hd voi mét sgi
thép cirng, chang dd mné dwoc dé dang.

Phong Luz duoc trang tri hét swc 19ng ldy.
Quan sat d6 gd, riém ném va cac bic tranh diu
treo tréo tuong, Vin Binh biét day 12 do nang mua
sim. Sa-long, ban &n d&u lam biing gé qui maun
ndu tr mién ring rAm phia nam chd t&i.

Chang ron rén vao budng ngi. Trén chide
givong hep va théip, udn eo hai cai g8i tring tinh,
con ddy din, chirngtd sust dém khong c6 ai nim,
Nhu viy, nghia la dém qua nang d1 ving. Nang di
dau ? Trong long chang, dét nhién bung lén ngon
Itta ghen tuong. ‘ : '

Ra ngoai, chang gieo minh xudng gh¥&. BTa
dung tan thudc 14 IBm ngdm hang chuc miu thude
chay d& d& tit, dat gira ban, lam chang lwu y.
Chang nhén ra loai thudc 14 Gitanes, loai thu8c it
bin & Mani. Ciin ctr vao ddng tan, chang suy dién
la trong khi Luz vng nha, cé ké ngdi doi, va phai
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12 ngudi 56t ruft moi d3t gin hét goi thudc la
treong mot hic.

Y nghi ghen tudng ban diu bitn dau mét.
Ching quan sat ti mi khip phong. BO sa-long
dirgc ké trén t&m tham da hd lon. Girdng ngd,
ban #in, ban ph#&n, chd nao c6 d8 g8 la phia dusi
l6t thim da hd lén. Riéng mén da hd di tri gia hang
van pés6, chwa néi dén nhitng birc tranhdiu dit
tin treo la liét.

Luz phii la ngudi c6 bac triéu. Giau bac trién
ma nang lai danh cép cai vi dung séu ngan peso
clia chang ! L&y xong rdi tra lai ! Cir chi la lang
nay chira durng nhitng chi ti€t ma chang chura thd
gidi thich.

Chuong dién thoai trén ban trang didm reo
1én.

Chang cim lén nghe, Chang gid giong Luz
that ding :

— Alo, ai diy ?

O diu giay, co tifng ho nho nhd, rdi ti€ng
ngudi dan o6ng. Mot gigng noi quen thude, tuy nhién
cbang khong nhan ra :

— Bist du deustch ¢

Viin Binh ngla nguoi. Bist du deustch 1a tigng
Birc, nghia la «anh la nguwédi Pic phai khong ?»
Co thé ngudi ta goi lom phong mot du khach ngudi
Birc.

Chang chwa dinh trd 1i thi giong n6i kham
kbhan lai vang lén : ’

TU CHIEN NGOAI KHO'I o3

— Bist du deustch ?

Chang d#t 3ng noi xudng. Chang b4t d3u hida
phin nao sy that. Nhanh nhw cét, chang buoc ra
ra khoi phong, sau khi khoa lai cin than K& phéng
Luz. chang tbfy mot canh cira hé m&. Chang diy
ctra lidu vao. Quang caoh racrudi bira bdi va ga
ném x0 léch cho chang bi&t day la phong caa mdt
du khach vira tir gid khach san ra san bay.

LAt nira, tréi sdng rd, b3i phong sé lén quét
don va gip chang. Chaag chit ludi tuw nhi : '

— Dé&n dau hay dén ddy, ciin gi." ‘

Vanh tai r#t thinh cda chang vira thu duge
tiéng cdm <Op d&u din tir haoh lang ving lai.
Chang khong thé nao 1im dugc. B6 1a ti&ng giay
cao got cua phu nir.

Nup sau cira, charg nhin thdly Luz. Niang mic
céi 40 sa tanh nhau nat, vé mit mét moi, nwdc da
nhon béng, chitng td sudt dém nang khong ngi.
Dém qua, nang di dan ? Naig di voi nguoi dan
ong nao ? . -

Ngon tay Vin Binh run run. Nang khom luag
tra chia khéa vao 3. Lung nang vin thon thon va
mém mai. Chang nhim mit, ¢d xua dudi them
mudn vira thirc day troag oc.

Luz d6ng clra lai d4nh sim. Vio Binh nghe
tiéng giay hdp tdp cla pang.

Chuodng dié¢n thoai reo lin nira. A

Chang tién ra thang may. Xu8ng lin nhit,
chang gip mét gi bdi tré, trac hai mueoi. Lé phéps
bdn cii uiu chao. Chao khach la bdn phdn thuang
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xuyén cia nhan vién khich san, khong cé gi la.
Vin Binh Idy trong tii ra mt t&¢ 5 péso. Mit ga
bdi tuoi bén lén.

Chang gio cao t& bac :

— Co giitr di¢n thoai ngdi dau ?

. Hén nhanh nhiu :

" — Thuwa, & tir ;g 1iu nay. Ong mubo gip co
Ly khong ? Toi xin dén toi.

Té& bac gdp tw nhdy vao tui 40 trén g bdi.
Hin mé& ctra mot ciin phong nhd cudi hanh lang,
m&i chang vao. Bén trong. mot thi€u nit d& thuong
dang cim cuyi trén ban di¢n thoai. Hin cft ti€ng :

— Chao co.

Thigu ni quay mit lai. Cip mit hoi x&ch cla
nang dugc phi lap sau rung mi dai, cong va den
nhay. G& bbi gioi thidu :

— Mot ong khach mudn giip co.

Noi xong, hin mé& cira dithdag . Thigu ni& hdi
Viin Binh :

— Oog clin em chuyén gi ?

Chang dét tor bac 20 péso truéc mift nang s

— Bi&u co s3 tién mon nav. Toi mudn bidt ai
vira goi gidy noéi cho phong 267.

ThiZu nir 14c déu :

— Em khong th& lam vira long 6ng dwoc. Ban
giam d&c bidt, em s& bi dudi.

Cbang cudi rit tinbh tir :

— Trong phongchi c6 co, va toi, khongai bist
duoc dAu.

Thi%u ni con ngin nggi, Van Binoh rit thém
‘te hai chuc khéc : ,

T CHIEN NGOAI KHCO'I , o7

— Toi tinla cd giup 16i. Ching giku cd, ngudi
& phong 267 la vo chuwa cuodi ctia toi. Toi ugm
noo nang khoag chung tinh véi toi. Liéu ¢ ¢ thé
tir chdi lo1 ven ciiu dau kno cha nguoi dan Ong b
pbu bac kho::g_, ?

Thigu nit dap s

— Né&u vay, em khdng ddm thodi thac nita.
Vira r8i, phong 267 duge kéu dién thoai hai lin.
Va cd hai lin d&u khong phai bén ngoai goi vao-

— Nghia 1a ¢6 mudn noéi ca hai lin déu do
mot phong khac trong khach san goi toi ?

— Phadi.

— Co lam on cho bi&t phong nao ?

- 367.

— Phong 367 & ngay trén didu 267 phai
khong ?

— Thura, phii.

Viin Biuh chuy&n sang giong ngot ngdo, mon
trén

— Con cau hoi nay nita. Co6 ¢6 thé cho biét
ho néi chuyén nhirng gi trong dién thoai khong ?

Thi&u nik lic diu :

— Théat qua em khong dam ddi ong. Em
khong luu tam d€n hai cu¢c dién dam nay.

- Bi&t nang noi that, chang khong hoi thém nita,
Tuy nhién, mOt k€ hoach ri rom chém nd trong
diun chang. Chang tAp trung kha pning quy&n rii
quen thudc cia minh vao ludng miit va nu cuvi.
Nguéc nhin, thi€u nir d6 rng wit. Chang bubng
loi khen :
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— C¢ dep lim.
Thigu nit lam thinh. Vin Binh dirng sat vao
ngiryi nang: Chang nghe ré hoi thd va tiéng trdng

ngurc rao ruc clia nang. St kién nay chung to

nang chua day dan trong tinh truwdng, va da xao
xuy&n d& dang traedc k§j thuat kit than cia chang
thanh nién bach chi€n bach théng,

Tan tinh phai yéu — viéc ma nhidu nha mo
pham va ludn Iy ché bai kich liét — lai la mét
mon dugc gidng day va thirc tap chu d4o trong
moi trrdong diep bao hite dach trén th¥ gisi. Dan
ba thwong duoc coi la mé vang tin tirc. Khong ai
cung cfp tin tirc bi mat ahidu bing dan ba, ching
han vo con cdc nha bie hoc, céc chinh khach...
Co khi chi c3n 2, 3 tufin 1& theo dudi, chinh phuc
mot ngudi dan ba 13 c6 the phing ra moét bi mat
t3i hé ma 18 18i do tham ¢d dién m#t hang nim
chua dat duwgc. Cho nén, khong phai 1a la khi
phin dong cac di¢p vién thwong thing d&u c6 bo
mi didn trai.

Thém vae ki€n thirc chi®8m doat trai tim phai
y&u hoc dwge trong trudomg, Vin Binh con co
nhidu thién nang dic biét. HE giip chang, bit
chuyén voi chaong, nguwoi dan ba nao bét luan
mau da va trinh d¢ hoc vidn khong cudng dugc cude
tin cong yéu Jduwong clia chang. -

Gin phai yéu, Vin Binh khong boc 16 v&

thém mudn sd sang va ha c&p. Tuy chang c6 thoi
quen yéu duong chép nhoéng, sy vi vid nay
vin bao ham nhitng ngy ¥ nén tho. Tir cai ném
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tay, cAi vudt ma d&€n céi hon toe lira, chang da
td ra mét nguwoi sanh diéu, mot nghe si higt qui
trong va thudng thic cai dep ky dicu.

Thigu nit gift dién thoai cia khach san khong
c6 nhan sic dd quan siéu dinh. Nhuwng tim duoc
mot thidn hinh can ddi, mot khuon mét kha ai
troog tu trong X6 xinh kbach san — diu la khach
san qudc t& Manila Hotel nira — that 14 viéc kho.

Mait thidu nir chop lia lia. Miéng nang hé ra,
nhr mudn noi réi lai thoi. trong khi canh miij
nang phdp phong, phap phlng... Bow voi ké ldo
luyén nhuw Vidn Binh, do la tri¢u chung cita ung
thuan va che¢ doi.

Nang did ung thuan. chang khong duoc quyén
bit nang cho dot thém n&a. Nhiéu cuda sach
gia tri vé ngh¢ thuat t6 tinh da vi€c rd ring su cho
dgi cia dan ba thuwong cé han. Trong moét gisy
dong hé xuc dong, nguwdi dan ba co thé hign dang
t&t cd, ahung sau thoigian rao ruc la lung nay,
ho trd thanh bwc tugng cim thach, lana lung va
kho6 khan hun bao gio hét.

Vi vy, Vian Binh khong b0 16 co hoi tdt dep.
Charg nbhe nhang nang ¢dm nang lén, cdi xudny
hon vao ciip moi d0 mong won wot. Thigu nir
rung minh mét cai. Chang goi chit hon, mit nang
nhim nghi&n, ho nhw lo s¢ hwong vi cda cai hon
dim #m tan bi€n vao khong khi.

Quang tay ra sau lung nang, Vin Bioh héi 3

— Tén em la gi ?

Nang dap; giong run run vi sung suwéng :
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— Em la Manahim. Con anh ?

— B6 Thanh.

D6 Thanh 1a tén gié ghi trong gify thong hanh
cia Vin Binh. :

Chang hon nang in thir hai. Lin nay, Mana-
bim gdn chit 14y ngudi chang. Man mé lan toc
ciit ngin, mém mai clia nang, chang néi :

— Truwa nay, em di #n com v&i anh nhé ?

Giong niing niu, ndng hoi :

— O dau hd aph ?

— DBidng 12 rudi & Seabon.

— Em pbai lam viéc dén 2 giv chiu.

— O. em xin ban gu&m d8c nghi s6bm mot lat,

Avh cho em dung 12 rugi. Em gat dau béing long
di.

Nhir cai may, ndng git diu.

Huyt sao miéng, Vin Binh ra ngoai. Bao nhitu
moi mét tiéu tan bét, chang cam thdy sing khoﬁ
va tré lai.

Mit trod budi sing & 16 dang trén bidn. Vinh
Mani trin ngdp trong 4nh ning h8ng. Trén miéng,
trong 4o ciia Vin Binh, cén dong lai mai thom tir
da thjt Manahim ti&t ra.

-0-0-0-0-0- " |
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XI

Nang ca si bi mat
-0-0-0-0-0-

Khi Manahim m& cira phong #in clia khach san
Senbon, dbng hd ngoai hanb lang chi ding 12
rudi. O Phi luat tan, bita com trua cba xd hoi
thwong hru thuong bit diu tor 13 gio.

Thuce khach con thuwa thét. Vin Binh doi
pang bén cai ban tron, trai kh#n tring mudt, ke
khuidt vao goc.

Duong nhur Manahim dd chon bo xiém y dit
ti€n nb#t va goi cdm nh#it dé di dung com véi
chang. B dui thon thon va dd hdng cla nang
khODg cin héa trang bng tdt ni long min mang
cling di lam miit dan 6ng sang nh&t thanh cén thi.
N;,u'c nang nhd ra, nhay nhél sau lan lua mong
nhr c6 ma loc biAt moi, nguoi trong ll'i'
quan x0 ghé& dung day, bat ra 1i€ng sao miéng
ngudng mo. KhuOn mit nang khong ¢6 vé quyén
rii nguyén tir clia mioh tinh man bac, tuy nhién
nhitng dudng cong khic thudng trén than thé
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