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— Thi that voi anh, toi khong bist 6ng Valdp
bi2n & dau. Ngoai cai phong bl dung tai liéu, toi
con mot bure thur riéng cia ong Valgp.

Hin m& cai hoc trong xe, 1dy ra mét to gidy
gap tu. Thi ra Valép doan truée ! Hin bi&t Vin
Binh muu doat bé mat mi nén c¢d tinh tranh mit,
sai dan em dé€n do duong. '

Bua to gidy cho chans, g& nguéri Phi néi :

— Ong Valép di du lieu moi viéc xay ra néa
khong téi.

Vin Binb hir mot ti€ng r6i roi dén bim doc
thu. La thu gdm nhitng giong chir danh may nhwr
sau :

« Thera csc ban

« Diang ba gi> dém nay, tai noi hen ma céc ban d3
biéts téi sé mang phin thi hai cda bp mjt ma t&i dbi
13y Cscl6t. Toi da b8 tri chu dso0, csc ban khéng qua
m¥t téi dirgre dau. Biét csc ban chwra hodn toam thit tam,
ti vin t> thién chi Céc ban sé& héi thupc vién cda toi
d& bigt csch thire lién lac va trao d&i dém nay.

Valép. »

Vin Binh vo nat t& gifly dat vao tui. Vé&i nhiing
thii doan nhu vay, Valép khé tbé& bi phinh gat. Va-
18p chua ha doc thi d3i véi chang vi hin con cin
Caclst. Chang con sdng biin méi co6 hy vong cuwép
lai Cacldt. Néu bigt Cacldt dd ch&t, han sé khong
pgin ngai thu tiéu chang.

Diiu sao Valép ciing am tuwdng dia thé Mani
hon chang. Nhat 12 dia th€ kbu Thanh ¢3, mot noi

gach ngo1 bon bE, chim trong bong tdi, v&i nhidu
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dudng him quanh co bi mat. Cham séng voi Valép
dwor him, Van Binh it ¢6 hy vong thd thdng. Dam
dua triege phan nira tai liéw, ntra con lai hen déa

3 c10 k uva qui Val€p la nhan vién tinh bao diy

tir tin, va c6 da phuong tién chdnglai thu doan lat
long ctia Van Binh.

)7 thé, Viin Binb cang khong thé kéo dai cude
3 tim voi d3i phirong nira. Chang phai tim cach
khac doat bd mat ma.

Gi nguoi Phi moichang len xe :

— Ong Valép din toi lai anh vé khach san
Bay View.

Chang xua tay :

— Cam on anh. Toi di bo.

— Anh che xe mo to Hac lay chir gi ?

Vin Binh ta: mit. Bon ValZp di bigt Lé Diép
di phia sau chaung. GA ngwoi Phi nh&n manh tuny
tiéng :

- Toi xin 16i anh vi di dung may vo tuy€n
cim tay d& lién lac véi ong Valdp. Luc cic auh
xudng xe & ngoai duong, Ong Valép di bao cho
t6i hay, anh vira buoc xudng bim thi ony Valép
dé ra biiu chuyén nguds ban thin ciia anh.

Vian Bigh gdm lén:

— Nguoi ban cba toi dau rdi ?

Ga nguoi Phicuoi: '

— Anhb yén tam, }ong Val&p mudn thu x&p voi
cac anh trong su hoa diu. Nguoi ban ciia anb duge
ché vé khach sao roi. ‘

— Bithuong a?
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: — Khong. Lic anh ta 4€n gin miéng him thi
bi mét phat dan thudc mé vao nguaoi. Bio la phat
dan thi khoog diing. Kh}u sung dic biét nay bl ra
mot vien dan bing gifly, nhdi chét thudc me tbat

. nhay, hé ai ngiri phdila mé man. Khi toi gip anh
dwrdi hiim thi bén trén ban ann di dugce khiéng ra
xe hoi. ’

Viin Binh thé dai :

— Val€p tai that. Anbh v& néi gium la 10i cé
1&i khen ngoi.

Gi nguoi Phi gat dia ¢

— Toi xin linh y.

Hai nguoi ng6i im bén nhau cho téi khi xe hoi
dau truoe knach san Bay View. Vio Binh mé& cira
nhay xudng.

Lén phong, thily cita m&, chang x0 vao. Leé
Di¢p ndm dai trén giwong; diu ké ngay ngha trén
gdi. Nhitng giot nuwéc lanh tir cai khin woc dip
ngang tran lin xudag dém, 18p lanh dwéi 4nh deén
sang quic.

Lé Dié¢p hé mét nhin chang, nu cwrdi chua chat
‘0& trén moi. Ngdi xudng bén, Vin Binb hoi :

— Valép phai kh6..g ?

" Lé Diep dap :

— Khong r5 ai nita. V& d&n day. t6i moi tinh.

Vin Binh chép miéng :

— Minh bi Val&p choi mot v8 xha dau. Minh
tudng cao tay, ngtr dau thiing cha phit thay Nam
4w cdn cao tay bon. .

Lé Diép ngdi day, dwa lung vao tuong :

TU CHIBN NGOAI KHOI 123

— BAy gio, anh tinh sao ? :

— Khong I& minh cit & ddy, khoanh tay chin
thua mii. Valép viet thur hen t6i d€n 3 gio khuya.

Toi tin la bon tay sai cha Valép dang chia
nhau b3 tri quanh khach san. Mioh di dau, chung
8¢ bam sat. Nguy qua, anh a.

— Anb sgréiu ?

— Hon ai h#t, ach biét t6i khong bao gi¢ so.
Tuy nhién, toi s¢ chipg minh phai & 1t trong phong -
khong cé cach gidi ciru Rosita va phing ra ngon
nganh cia ndi vu.

ot ngot, Van Binh koi :

— Anh khoe hidn chua ?

— RGi.

— Kuong, toi mudn héi anh dd co th® ding
sirc manh dugc chua ?

Lé Diép nhay weén giuwdng xudng dat :

— Anh nhin xem. Bay gi&, anh cdn gi, toi ciing
lam dwoc. Ban tay toi con di sirc danh tan oc
con bo mQng.

Vin Binh chit ludi ¢ .

— Minh khong th& i hoéin nita. Phai phan
cong no1dém nay méi co hy vong chuyén bai thaah
thing. Aoh va toi chia nhau mdi ngudi di mot noi-

— Anh di dau' ?

— Dé€n nha Oka.

— Oka? .

. — Nhan vién clia S& Gian di¢p Phi, anh quén
rBi sao ? Oka cung di voi anh va Nguyén Haong
Jén truong bay don toi tir Baghio toi.
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— Anh giéip hén lam g1 ?
— Lat nira, toi méi co the néi dit k
- ra, hoat. Thoi
bay gio anhﬂdl d': Anh lam cach nao cho bon ji‘;)r:
_ em cila Valf':p tednglim toi cung di véi anh. ThE
tho:.TIO phiit sau, toi sé thoat khoi khach san.
rong khi Vin Binh lii hui khui chai h
y - hd L4 u t k
thwong hana,wLé Di¢p mé cira ra hanh lang. le‘rnz;
E??t gOpinhxeu vol Via Binb, Lé Di¢p khOng mudn
Oi giing ban. Van Binh vdn co i
v kiua iin 3 théi quen lam
Chbang gip nguoi bdi ngd ga, ngh gat truéc

thang may. Nghe ti€ng gidy cdm cOp cha Lé Di¢p

hén choang day. Lé Diép cudi noi : -

may.
Ga bbi 1& phép : .
— Xia ooy tha 13i. Téi vira ch gl
quén mot lat vi dém qua thirc khu'yaqguz;n i ngd

—~Anl-1 thirc kouya lam gi ¢ )

Gi b8i ngwong ngiing :

— Khong dam gi%u én a di

git g» anh em ru di Pasay.

mocT:;hb(;Z, 2166 lilep tim ra ngudi cin toi. Ch);ng
e . : péso, trai duéi anh dén cho hén

—~ Anh mudn xudng Pasay nira khong ?

-_ '1\'9éua, :am b:réai ai chdng thich dan ba!

- ' ay, Oi i i i
& cne tné{n’;. itu anh 20 péso. Xong xuoi, toi

— Ong mudn sai t6i viec fi ¢

-~ D& 1dm. Anh cbi ciin toay quiin 4o damg

— Anhcur ngd tigp. Toi khong dung thang .
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hoang, rdi khoAc tay t6i xung dudng nhu ban.

— Ong quén 1y nhan ra thi khdn.

— Khdi lo. Minh s& ra bing cira sau. Di d9
nira gio thi v&. Téi duaanh lén xe hoi, anh ngdi
canh. Ching minh chay vong thann phd r8i quay
v® khach san.

— Thura, nhur vay 48 lam gi ?

— Anh dirng hdi viin thi hon. & vao diavi
anh, t6i s& cit t& hai chue vao vi, rdi nin thinh cho
d&n khi xong viéc. : >

Nghi ngoi mot lat, ga bdi dap :

— Thua, toi bing long.

Hin din Lé Diép vao mot céin phong nhé cudi
hanh lang. Phong xép nay danh rieng cho boi.
Lodng mot phut, hin dd c&i bo dSng phuc cdng
nhan khach san, vA mic vao chitc so mi cao bSi
mau sam.

Khach san v& khuya viéing hoe nhuwr chua Ba
Panh. Lé Di¢p ra hi¢u cho gi bdi xudng dudi nha
bing ciu thang ciru hoa.

Buong phd cling viing hoe. Song Lé Di¢p tin
la dan em ciia Val€p dang rinh trong bons tdi.
Din gd boi dirng nép vio tuong, Lé Diép ung dung
{ign lai mot chiéc xe hoi Mj sang trong. Chaog
khoan thai mé cira xe nhir cht nhan Chaog kbong
mudn 10 cho gi bbi biét chang danh c3p xe, s¢
b&n tir chdi. knong di theo nda;

Mot phut sau, dudi ban tay chuyén mon ciia
Lé Diep, chiéc Mercury 13i tan nd may nhé nhe.
Ga boi chay toi. L& Di¢gp x& ga, phong nhaoh ra
duong ven bidn.
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' Chay duge mit quing, chiang lifc nhin (Em
kll‘:lh chi2qu hau. Chang mim cuéi kbi thdy mot
chi€c xe den si, bAm sat sau duoi, dén d()m tiit
ngim. Ngdi bén, gd bdi than nhien hut thuse la
E‘it chot c&r chi kbac thuong cda L& Digp, hih;
Oi: '

— Ongcé thé cho thém 0 p*so nira khong ?.

Chang n an mit .
— Anh d@ thuan 10 pésd réi Niing nh

. . 1 ANy 0
ma anh voi vink thém ¢ B mhoc gl dau

— Ké thi khong niing nhoc, nhun
_ ina nhoc, riit
hi¢aw. Neu bai lo, l(')insé' mit viée. 8 new
- Anh ndy laqua. Tbhay anh budn ngi, téi ra
di dao mat cho vui. Ai bi8t ma s¢ ? Va lai, di dao
mat, chir co di giét ngudi dau ? Néu inly big
toi s€ noi cho. auinly Lig,
— Toi khong dém xin nhi&u. Chi xin :

: ' . thém 10
péso thpl. Tuy toi khong 1am gi phi phap, song
bgu qua rit lon. Hign toi dong vai tro thay cho
ban ong. Khong can dy d&n toi nén t6i khong hoi
vi sao Lan Ong ngdi nha, va t0i di thay nhu vay.
Toi rit kin miéng. Ong biing 1ong chua ?

' .C!ml da, Lé Diép danh hy sinh mét to hai chyc
méi tinh BOi khach san thuong dwoc coi la 2ibi
khon ngoan va tinh t&€ nhét ..hi trong x3 hi. Gia
oay. chiang maéi bigt nhin ¢t nay duna.

Ga boi ldng lang ¢&:tizn vao tui, mét dam dam

nhin xudng mat bidn t8i mo mo. Hin khong hoi
thém gl nita, va ngay cd ti¥ng cAm on thong thudng
cin thiét, bin ciing c3 tinh queén l&ng. Cir chi dé
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dit &y chirng t6 hia la gd bdi quen voi nhiéu viée
bit ngo, va d@ nghi ky quie coa khach tro qudc t&,

Ving trang ludi li€m chim duwdi lop may den
kit. Le Di¢gp cui nhin ddng n6 da quang. 15 phut 48
troi qua tir lic chang roi khach san. Xe hoi &
vao khu Santa Cruz, gin bénh vien San Lazaro,
Kbu nay gdm nhigu con duong nho, khufit néo va
nairng cft dién thwa thot.

Té&i mOt hém viing, chang lai thdng vao, rdi
dau xe beén dirong, ngay dudi cot deén.

Xe sau chay hét téc d¢ nén dén duong hém
phai théng gip. NZu khong nhanh m#t, tai x& dd
hic diu vac dit xe cia Le Diép. Xe vira ding lai
mot nguoi Phi thdp nhd vot xudng.

Birng duéi bang ba khuét trong tdi, L& Diép
cuoi ron ra, ]

GA thép nho hét hodng cho tay vao that lung,
Lé Diep than nhién budérc ra, tay thoc tai quin.
giong cham rai :

— Anh rit sang phai khong ? Khd qud, chuog
minh la ban. viéc gi phdi dung vo khi ¢ Va lai, anh
ciing thiy kh3u sing troog tui quin toi. Toi biin
r&t nhaob, xin anh nho k§¥.

Séng s&, hin bo tay ra ngodi. Lé Di¢p ti€p:

— CAm on anh dd ho ve toi tir Thanh cd vé
Khach san, rditir khach san dén day. Tuy nbhién,
tir phit nay toi khong clin anh nika.

Daéi 4nh dién nhgt nhat, gi thip nhd nhiAnra
ngudi dirng canh Lé Di¢p khong phdi la Vin Binh.

Hin budt miéng :
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— Tréi oi ?

Lé Diép cudito hon ¢

— Anh bi lira rbi.

G& thép uho rit len, cim hon s
~ Ban anh dau ? '

— Ban t0i £y & ? Anh v& khach san khong kip
dan. Ban t6i c6 mot cai hen quan trong khac,
chwa thé thi ti&p anh dém nay dwoc. Yéu ciu anh
w8 trinh lgi véi Valép,

Gd& th&p nho lui lai mot buéc. La Diép cuoi
mat :

— Anh dinh thio than phdi khong 2 Birng
lo, t6i khong bit anh dau. Nbhan tién, toi khuyén
anh didu pdy  anh dirng ngh¥ k& rat siag ra vo
fch. Anh chwa dung téi chuoi sing & thit lung,
vién dan ciia t6i di vao hdi thim trai tim anh
ri. Va mot khi dan lot vao tim thi hét chuyén.
Hét an, hét ngh, hét choi gai. Tdi cho anh v& binh
yén d& thugt lai ty su véi Valcp.

Ga thép nhd thé dai danh swot. Lé Diép nhin
bén tréo 1én xe, nd may, moi bat Itra cham xi ga,
Dirng bén, g bSi run lap cap. Héa néi khong ra
hoi : 4

— Toi s¢ qua... Ho gi&t t6i mét.

Lé Di¢p v3 vai hin, on tSn :

— Hai chuc péso nira, bing long khéng ¢

— Thua, 161 vdn chwa hét sg.

~— Toi di mua cii so clia anh 60 péso rdi.

Oc tinh todn thwong méi ctia gi bdi vin khong
bi con s¢ hii lam té liet. Ha nai nl:
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— Khong khéo t6i m&t vidc. Va €6 thé coén
mit inang. N&u c6 thé... '

— Hai chuc nita. Vi chi la 80 pés6. Dao choi
miy phut ma dwoc 80 péso, t6i mudo lam nhwr anh
1im. Buug 80 péso, khong thém xentavdt (1)\0&0
nlra.'l‘rén duéng vE, Lé Di¢p lai thong thd, nhw
ngudi nhan ha, hirag gi6 mat. That ra, cb{mg
khong con viéc lam nira. Chang n}_\.xén con dudng
tir Santa Cruz v& khéch san dai mii ra, biu chang
dugc nghi ogoi, don lan gié than tién tir vinb
Mani thoi lai. :

Lé Di¢p di dwgc 10 phut, Vin Binh mé cira
ra ngoai. Ban dém, thoat libm mot kbact) san
khong cho ai biét la chuy¢n tAm thwong ddi voi
ké lio luyén tronyg oghé tinh bao nhw chang. .

Viin Binh tréo qua mot birc tudng thip, rdi
bing xudng mot ngd ngang chat hep. Bing du'c’.\rngt
rieng nay, chang ¢6 the tfanh khoi mét quan sa
cha dich ndp béa ngoai de. dang. ' ‘

Viéc diu tién cua chang la tim xe hoi. Chang
hoi brc minh vi phai gi& tro dao chich, muu k&
thuong dung mdi khi ciin banh dong kin déo va
chéop nhoang. Chang cwdi thim nght dén hai ong
coll xe sang som thre ddy koong thdy ct_nél;:_ xe
than yéu caa minh & dau. Cing ohu Lé lﬁp:
chang chi mit 60 gidy d5ng hd la ndi xong hai
modi dién trong xe d& nd may-

(1) centavos. I' péso tr| gia 100 centavos.
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Trong d&i hd hii, ching &n cdp xe nhidu lin,
tuy nhién chang nho nhit m¢t vy & Ba Lé. Dém
£y, troi ciing sing 1¢ mo nhu dém nay? chang
« thdi » mot chi€c xe dua hi¢u Alpine t8i tan. La
kién tudog ciia cac cadc dua xe qudc t€, Vin Binh
rdt mé logi xe nhidu md hirc. Chang &n d&-ma-ro,
dong cira xe that nhe, ngudi dung sat ciing kho
nghe thdy. Ngo dau lgi khong qua mit duec mot
ngudi.

Mot ngudi dan ba tuyét dep.

Chdng nang la mot phu thwong khét ti€ng
trong gi¢i hop dém thurong luru cia Ba 1¢ anh sang.
Khong tuin nao nguoi chdng khong pham toi
ngoai tinh. Rinh chdng tir lau, dém &y nang moi
tim ra, nho chic Alpine dau ngoai cira cdn nha
ma chng nang thué lam td uyén wong chde lat.

Théy Vin Binb lai xe, tudog la chdng, ning
bén ruwot theo. Vin Binh d4u xe trong rirng, chd
mot ti€p xuc quan tron.. Thiu phu 4p téi, djnh
lam di. Gip mot thanh nién khoi ngd, nhd nhin,
duyén dang, thi€a phu then chin ca mit. Nang &p
ing xin 16i. Va d7 nhbién chang xin 158i lai. Cam
canh nang sdng co6 doc, lai mit cong theo duoi
cha -g duoi tuyst lanh. Vin Bioh khong no dé
nang v& khong. Va d¢m Ay nang & lai trong rimg
véi chang.

Ky ni¢m éin d8m nay, ching coa ohé rd nhw
méi xay ra. Nhin quanb quét mot hdi, chang lwra y
toi moOt cai Corvette. Loai xe sdua cha héng Che-

vrolet nay 1a biu vAt ma gioi ton the tdc lire thém .
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wéc nhit. Bong co chay ém nhu ru. Chang lai ra
duang cai, rbi 4a lut ga, pbong nhw bay vé khu
Binondo.

Oka ngu trén liu nhi mot binh dinh mai cat,
gin ga xe ltra Tutuban. Vira lai, Via Binh viranghi
d&n cudc gip g¢& ddu ticn cha Oka tai traeong bay
qudc té Mam.

Hom dy chang bay tir Baghio vé. Oka ra dén
chang, biip thit tay n6i cudn cudn duoi lan so mj
triug tné thao. Oka la di¢p vien cia chinh pha Phi
luat tan. Trong cugc no1 chuyén tai khach san Sen-
boa, ong Hoang tigt16 S& Guaa diép Phi khong mudn
di¢p vién ban xur dinrh vao vu Caclot vi tinh aght
nodi tuy€o.

Néu vay, tai sao ong Hoang dung Oka ? Vin
Binh da néu nghi vdn nay voi ong Hoang, song ong
tdug glam d8c chi cuoi xoa khoag dap. Su kién
pay chirng t6 ong Hoang mudn ching luu tam
d&n Oka. :

Oka la nhi trang. Hin vira da lroog cia S&
(yian diép Phi vira nhan chi thi coa gian di¢p Nam
tr. Han da bao cho Valép biét hanh tung clia Vin
Biah. Twong k€, tru k&, s& Gian diép Phi va dng
Hoang dung h&n dé gitp Vin Binh phingra Valép
va ndi bon.

Cac phong trong bin dinh déag im 1m va tit
den. Vin Binh tim ra phong Oka dé& dang, vi d6 la
mot cin phong sang trong, rOng rdi, & st cdu
thang, cira boc da, gin m¢t tdm dong hinh chir
noat d& tén Oka.
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Doi mot 14t trong béng t&i, thdy tir phia véo
tinh, Vin Binh nhe nhang m& cira bing chia khoa
gia. Chang lot vao trong ém nhuw ru. Ngon tay
chang dét lén nut vin dén : anh dién sang quic
tran ngip gian phong.

DPang nfm, Oka hdt hodng viirg ddy. Vin Binh
nhan ra mot co gii !8a thé cana Oka, trén cal
girong nho béing g6 den. D6 dac trong phong co
vé tré trung va tho bao, trong phéan manh mé voi
nhan :fic v& chi€u cla thiu phu gin 30, ngue va
bung diy vét rian, da dé long léo va sfc séch,
khong xung véi lan vdi ga triing mudt,

Oka chdm chu nbhin Vin Binh, vé kinh ngac
khac thudng hién trén mit. Gio day, Vi Bich
m#i c6 dip quan sit k¥ cang twong mao cia hin,
Thoat trong, ai ciing bidt hin 1a ké sym diu, t&i
danh, do cdp miit luvon ti hi, toan trong triing, va
bam ring thua, 16m chdm.

Vin Binh cft tigog :

— Chao anh Oka. Anh c6n nho t6i khdng ?

Mi¢ng kho, Oka ddp moét cach khé nhoce :

— Nhé. Anl d€n' tim tdi co vige gi ?

Via Binh quay v& phia thiéu phu dang mdic

quin ao. Hiéu y, Oka néi :

— T6i mang nang tir Pasay v& héi tdi. Néu
anh chdp thudn, toi s& tra ti€n va cho nang veé.

Vin Binh gat ddu. Oka mac vi. dwa cho thign
phu mot x&p péso. Thidu phu cim ldy, khong d&m
va bd vao nguc. ROi nang ldag ling buoc ra cira.
Tay nang moi dit 1én qua ndm cira, Vin Binh goi
giat lai :
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— Ténchilag?

Thi8u phu cuwi d7 thda :

— Anh mudn dén tham em hi ?

— N¢u em blng long.

— Vay, trua mai. Em & con duéng khé tim
lim. Lat nita, anh hoi Oka. )

Dot nhién, Vin Binh d5i ra thai 40 phii pbang.
Giong noi cha chany bign thanb chat chia :

— Em didaun? :

— Em vé nha. .

Vin Binh ti#n lai, nfim canh tay thiéu phu, mit
quic lén : _

— Pirng d6ng kich nira.

Nghe Vin Bioh 06i, Oka khoa tay dinh phat
vao yét hiia chang. Vin Binh thup xudng, dﬁltn‘vao
bune han. Oka nhin nho ngodi phich xudng giuong.
Vin Bioh bfm manh ngon tay : thi¢u phu kéu ai
ai. Chang hoi lai:

— Di dau ? Khaira.

Oka dan thié¢u phu 3

— Dirng noi. .

Vin Binh ddiy nhe, thidu phu ngd chii vao géc
phong. Chang lir lir dén trudc mit Oka, déin tirng

ti€ng : :
‘ ng— Aph bift toi d&n day véi muc dich nao

khong ?

Oka run bin ngudi s
— Toi bigt rdi. )

Vin Binh tat nhe vao ma hi
— Vai thza khoag che miit thanh duge dau !



" o
T B - . Z28

zi‘isl:l;:ah :{:&t gif)if'io voi g'an di¢p Nam tw nén thuong
ay ra cai tro do: s i yag
e et ol 0a 0. & phi trrong
- 10( cin tién' nén lam biy. Xin anh ctru toi

P — ulk bigt mic hinh phat ma s& Gian dien
i dath cho nhan vién phan pauce cawa ¥ P
— Thira bigt. B&i vay, toi mong duoc anh ety

- ——‘l Puge. Toi s& can thiép voi cdp trén cﬁa.
2 ih, L.V‘O a?b 18y cong chude t0i. Anh g& khong bi
uoi. Véi diu kiéo trao cho 16i bs m: i ma
Valep dogt clia quan Huk, 1 20 mat md ma

—-VTOi(krl]OD.g biét b6 mat md nay & dau

s le Binh tat maoh vao giita mat hia "I‘ :

:an tahe l':,;c ludng, ndng gin 80 &i, Oka la.‘ nhl:i)t
nhu cdy. M&i b don phd diu, hin d& an o
ph idon phu.d.au. ban dad lay van r3;

— Xin anh nuwong tay. Toi xi i |
y+. Toi xin khai hét
Via Bich tat them cai nira. -

Vi I 4 ‘ ra. Theo kinh i
:ihél »o'l"l!\c $o' don ahw Oka, thi cin danh pgﬁh«lxea[ﬂ
1 at nhlg‘g. Trong khi 8y, mu dan ba gia truoe
ubi ngoOi thu hinh tréa di ving. Oka noi l
gimg | not nhat

— Thuwra... anh, anh cin... bj& y
Vin Binh dap : e

mat mé.
Oka thé dai:

— Toi so Valdp Iim C o
(0i ch&t mat aldp lam. Con bet gié sonode cin

— A, c4i d6 tuy anh. Néu anh s¢ con sonode

— Toi vira p()i, anh quén rdi w ? Toi cin bo |
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hon sg toa &n, toi sE nhdc dién thoai, bae cho
thuong cdp anh dinh ligu.

Oka cén mong tay suy nghi. Cin mong tay
thudng la cir chi cha ké y&u bong via, tam thdn
b&n loan, trong lic cdn binh tinh va sang sudt.

Vin Binh néi tiép :

— V& lai, anh nén yén tam, dirag so gi cd.
Noi dém pay, Valép s& bi loai trir, va anh sé& duroc

tir do.
Noéi doan, chang di minh gifly va miu but chi

vao mit Oka :

— Yeéu ciu anh viét vao diy. Thu phdt, dia
chi hién thoi ciia Val&p. Chd & hién thon, khong
phéi 1a toa nha réu phong gin nghia trang thanh
phd. Thir nhi, cachra vao, va noi gifu b mat mi,

Oka ngdi xudng, hi hoay viét. Vdn Binh dot
hai digu thudc Salem, virt mot vé phia thi¢u phu.
My dan ba bit ldy, cim vao miéng, rit mot hoi
dai, dang di¢u thoa thue : ;

— Cha, thudc 1a ngon ghe!

Vin Binh cudi nhat :
— Chi khong ciin tdn ngot t6i nia. Chirng

nao xong viéc, 101 s& thé cho cnj v&. Khoog ai them
bit cbi dau.

— Toi 1am gi ma anh doa bt ?

_ Oka la tay ldo luyén ma khong xi gat duoe
toi, thi bang tap sir vao nghé nhu chi mét cong
vo ich. Tir khi méi vao, li€c nhin Oka, toi b.&t chi
khong phai la gai choi chuyén nghiép. Di nhién, ehi

" ga kién tuongcia xom Pasay, nhung chi toi day
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voi Oka vi muc dich khac, ngoii muc dich mua
vui vai gio ddng hd. Toi dd nginén ciru k¥ vé
Oka. Hiin vdn thich dan ba it tudi. Coa chi. chj
khong con xuan siic nira. Chi s6nz bing nghe din
moi, nhit dinh khoag phai la di khach. Pn.u
khong ?

Thi€u phu cdi dau ling thinh. Vin l,mh la,n
tigp :

— Chi ti8t con con aay chirng to chi 1A nguwoi
cung héi, ciing thuy&a voi Oka. Chi la tay sai cia
Valép. Val&p phai chi d&n gip Oka lam gi ?

Pang vi&t, Oka ngiing diu lén, nghe thigu phq
néi. Chit ludi ra vé tiec.nudi, thigu phu dap :

— Anh d4 bigt, 10i ciing chiing gifu anh nita.
Qua Valép sai toi d&n. Téi lam chd nba tro trong
khu binh khang Pasay. Oka thadong toi nghi dem
véri cac em ut ciia toi, nén ddi voi toi rit co thién
cam. Valép yéu ciu toi d&€n day, din Oka sira soan
hanh trang di xa. Nghe tiéng dong ngoal hanh lang
toi voi vang coi hét quin 4o, gid vo lam tinh shén
cua Oka.

Vir Binb ngit 1oi:

— Qxa s€ di ddu ?

— Toi khong bidt.

Oka xen vao :

— Dwéong nhwchi di chuy&n chd & trong phams

vi Mani ma tkoi. Toi ¢6 cam twoay Valep dang

chulin bj m{t v3 quan trong,
Vin Binh boi ;
— Bao gio gip lai Valép 2
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— Thi€u phu dap :

— Sang mai.

Oka viét xong, dwa manh gify cho Vin Biah.
Poc qua, chang nd nu cudi khoan khoai. Chang
nhiic di¢n thoai quay moét s8 riéng. D6 1a sd giay
néi cia 0ng Hoang, trong thei gian lwu lai Mani.

Ti&ng noi clia Ong tdng gidm ddc gia nua ndi
1én & diu giay. Kbongcidn trao mat hi¢u. chang di
nh4n ra giong kban khan, quen thudc. Sau kbi
nghe chang thuét lai n0i vu bing ti€ng Viét, ong .
Hoang cudiron tan :

— CAm on anh di sang trf tim ra 0. S&

Gian diép Phi con cAm on anh nhiéu nita. Trong

hai phut nira, t6i s& thong b4o cho ho bi&t. Noi
dém nay. Valép s€ sa laGi. VA anh tin rdng bd mat
ma kia s& roi vi0 tay ta.

Vin Binh hoi :

— Thua Ong, n€u chi®m dugc chia khéa mat
mi, mit bao 14u s€ dich xong ohitng phat giac clia
Chcldt ?

— ChAm 14m Ia trira mai. Trén nguyéan tic, ta
di kham pha ra phin l6n nhirng dida Cacldt néira
trong con mé sdng. Bich x4c l1a RU sip phai vién
binh téi cho bon Hukbalahap. Anh cin hoi gl nita
khong ? ‘

"Vin Binh gac 3ng n6i. Cong viéc cia chang da
thaoh toan duoc phédn nira. Td chire do tham cua
Valgp sip bi quét ra ngodi vong chin. Givr day,
ohi con lai Uré, bon Huk va chang, '

Thiy chang tu ly, Oka hoi:
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-~ Ching téirdi phong durge khong ?

Vin Binh tir chdi :

— Thong tha. T6i d& nghi hai ngudi & lai day
d€n gin sang, dei gidi quyet xong ValZp, rdi mudn
di dau tuy y¥. '

Ngoanh sang phia thi€u phu, chang cuwdi di
th3a :

— Anh va chi cir tr nhién nhwrtrong phong tit
dén va khong c6 ai. Tuy ngdi day, toi khong to
mo dau.

Vin Binh kéo ghZ ra ché khac. Chang bao lau
nita, troi s€ sang. Trong tai chang, goi thudc Salem
con gin d3y, it ra cling lam chang d& budn, trong
kbhi mét nguoi dan ong, mOt ngudi dan ba, vui
v6i nhau cach mét thuwoe. , v

Phia sau chang co6 ti€ng cwoi rdc rich. Mudan
ba giang h6 tim cach tréu gheo chang. Nong mit,
chang ngdm chit di€u thudc dd chay hai phia ba.
Miu thudce tuy néng, song chua noéag biing cim
- xic d¢ meé, nhu kéu thét, nhur 16ng 19n trong mach
mau ciing thing cla chang.
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Vin Binh dirng truédc c& may ban nwée ngot
coca cola tu dong dit trén I€ dudong. Dai 1 Et-
con-ta, mach mau cta thi d6 Mani, dong nghet.

Chang bd d8ng xu k&n vao may. Sach mot
titng kho khan, mot chai nudc ngot tir trong lin
ra. Chang cim ldy, m& ndp, udng mét hoi. Vua
udng, chang vira quan sat t phia.

Ban dém, ciing nhu cac thi trdn lon trén the
gioi, Mani chim ngap dudi séng di¢n né-ong mudn
miu, muon kidu. Cach mot quing, sirng sirng mot
rap chi€u béng, bén trong rong bat ngat nhu toa
lau dai ngan mot dém 1&, gin way diu hoa khi
hau tdi tAn va ém ru. Nhac Jazz, tha kich dgng
nhac nguoi Phi yéu nhét, vong lai dm §, x40 dong,
khi¢n ké chan nan sinh ra yéu doi. Hang trdm cép
trai gai au yém khoac tay nhau, tu do tinh tw
diréi anb dén sang ryc.

Vin Binh ngim mot doi tinh nbdn tré tat
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