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— Chiing 10irdi phong duge khong ?

Vin Binh tir chdi :

— Thong tha. T6i d& nghi hai ngu&i & lai day
d€n gin sang, dgi gidi quyet xong Val&p, rdi mudn
di dau tuy y.

Ngoanh sang phia thiu phu, chang cud&i df
thda :

— Anh va chi cir tir nhién nhur trong phong tit
dén va khiong co6 ai. Tuy ngli day, toi khong to
mo dau.

Vin Binh kéo gh&ra chd khac. Chdng bao lau
nita, tréi s€ sang. Trong tii chang, goi thudc Salem
con gin d3y, itra ciing lam chang d& budn, trong
khi mét aguoi dan ong, mOt ngudi dan ba, vui
v6i nhau cach mét thuoe.

Phia sau chang co ti€ng cwdi réc rich. Mu dan
ba giang hd tim cach tréu gheo chang. Nong miit,
chang ngadm chit di€u thudc dd chay hai phio ba.
Miu thudc tuy néng, song chwra noag biing cim

. xic dé¢ me, nhu kéu thét, nhir 16ng 19n trong mach

mau ciing thing cla chang.
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Vin Binh dirng truéc ¢ may ban nwéc ngot
coca cola tu dong dit trén I¢ duong. Bai 19 Et-
con-ta, mach mau cia thi d6 Mani, dong nghet.

Chang bd dBag xu k&n vao may. Sach mot
titng kho khan, mot chai nudc ngot tir trong lin
ra. Chang cim ldy, mé ndp, uéng mot hoi. Vira
udng, chang vira quan sat tt pbia.

Ban dém, ciing nhir cac thi trin lo6n trén th&
gioi, Mapi chim ngip dudi séng dign né-Ong mudn
tdu, muon kidu. Cach mot quing, sirng sirng mot
rap chi€u béng, bén trong rong bat ngat phu tda
jau dai ngan mot dém 1&, gén may di€u hoa kbi
hau tdi tAn va ém ru. Nhac Jazz, tha kich dong
nhac nguoi Phi yéu nhit, vong lai im §, x40 ddng,
khi¢n ké chan nan sinh ra yéu doi. Hang {rim cép
trai gai du yém khoac tay nhau, tu do tinh tw
duwdi Anb dén sang rue.

Vin Binh ngim mot doi tinh nhdo tré tat
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qua. Chang stiog sinh barong tagalog, loai so mi
bd ngoai quiin bing to dira méng tanh, danh cho
nhitng dip long trong, di st véi nang. Pang di,
nang dirng lai dot ngdt, vit mit chang, hon lén
mot cach dédm da, bdt ch&p noi nhi muc quan
chiém. Vin Binh 1ifm moi ra vé thém thudng.
Tném vi ham mudo xéc thit thi it, thém thay cho
su tur do luy€n 4i & noi cOpg cOng thi nhidu. Vi
khong pbai ngoa khi noi ring Phi luat tAn la thién
duong cha 4i tinh,

H&t diiy ph& diy anh sang, chang boéc sau
vao m{t khu &m thdp, chit chdi. Chang vira qua
cong trrong Santa Cruz. PAm dong ngudi chen
chic truéc rap chiu boéng Onday nhw ting da
nam cham hut cbang dirng lai. Khac véi nhirng
rap sang trong nhu Avenue, Galaxy, State, Ever,
Capitol, Odeop...' rap Onday ngdi thu hink troog
goc dudng, nira t8i, nkra sang, b¥ ngoai cii k§ va
bin thiu. o

Thanh nién va giéi binh dan thudng d&n gidi

tri & Onday. Phim dnh phin nhidu dagc chifu lai,

khong kbi trong rap lai ngat thé duéi nhitng

cdi quat trﬁ_n am bui, kéu cot ket, song khan -giﬁ

vdn Eﬁu sang tha thu, vi & Onday, it nh&t mQt ngay

ba lan, giita hai xufit chigu, dugc trinh didn thoat
vii.

Viin Binh nhdn vai ti€n lai phong vé. Thi€u ni
ngdi sau ghi-s¢ mit cdo, moi t6 loét ra mép, nhe
bam ring sin cudi véi chang. Chang gidt minh
suyt danh roi déng ti®n 1& xudng dit. ‘
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« KR ra, nang khong x#u, nhé cip méi diy dan
Ong hon riit thich, va doi mit la rim dam déng.
Vin Binh khong nhin r3 ngudi nang, vi bi che
khuét sau ghi sé, tuy nhién, cin cit vao cai vai tron
tria, va b0 ngue d3sd, khiéu khich—that trim phin
trim — chang doan than thé cha nang kha can ddi
va rin roi.

Vin Binh hich kbuju tay, tim 18i ra ngoai cho
kboi nghet thé. Bon thanb nién diu tém, quia tim
vdy vong trong, vong ngoai, khifn chang phai iy
manh mé&i ra ndi. Vo tinh, chang dung mot tay anh
chi, miic 4o thun den, khoe cai nguc nd tron, bip
thit tay to trong, trén d6 'ndi bat hinh xam co gai
khoa than, wdn minh trong mot dong tac doc dao
ma dan ba dam déng bién diéo trong phong maoi
khi den tit.

Bi x0, gi du con sirng sO tém ldy ve 4o cia
Van Binh, miéng siic sua hoimen :

— May dam gy sy v&itzo ba ?

Chang thin nhién nhin hiin. BE cao. hin xip
x3 chang, song b& ngang hin to gip rudi Ai cling
tedng nim tay kéch xticla biln gidng xudng unhe
nhe la vai Vin Binh bi chat gay. Pam dong chen
chic trirée phong vé din re trong so sét va kinh
né. Vin Binh hidu ngay : chang dang cham tran
mét tay trum cta Mani cdn ba.

Bon vai u, thit bip nay, chang da giip nhigua
irén duirng ngh® nghiép. Tai v8 cia ching chi
quat ngd duoc vai ba ngudi yéu béng via 14 ciing.
Néu & noi kbac, chang di ting hin mot bai hoc.



142 o - ZRa

Song dém nay, cng viéc chd ching con nhiu,
Chang khong mudn vuéng vao chuy¢n nhd.d& hdng
viéc lon.

Tuéng chang lép v&, pd du cOn nhd bhet bai
nudc bot vao so mi-chang. Vin Binh rdit md soa
ra lau, doan tranh ra chd khac. Puge the, gi dao
bua lam gia. Khong c¢ho Vin Binh vao rgp, hén
nim dudi 4o chang giat lai,

Lin nay, chang khong nhin dwgc nira. Tuy
nhién, giong noi clia chang van binh tinh va kbi
ai s ‘

— Apb mudn gi ?

— Mudn may xin 16i tao.

— Toi lam gt ma phai xin 18i.

— May dung vdo ngudi tao.

— Noi dong dic, cham nhau la thudng. Va
lai, toi vo tinh dung phdi anh. Néu anh c3 chip,
toi danh xin 15i vdy. '

Ga cudimi lén :

— May tudng chi noi vai ti€ng cdc 16¢ 1a xong
had ? :

Viin Binh nhin thng vao mit bin :
- — Vdy, anh mudn gi ? Khong 18, t6i phdi quy
xudng, xin 18i anh.

Gi khac dom nhd veéo vao dam dOng run s8¢ s

— Dung. May phii quy xudng, xin 181, may ra.

tao m&i tha. 'lsao lam vua & khu Santa Crug tir 10
nim nay, chua c6 dira nao dam mé ehén long.
Hipg trim dira 48 quy dudi dit. lay tao.

Viin Blah cudi nbat :
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— Anh gidi v3 1im pbai khong ?

Gi du con kbhuynh tay :

— Khong giéi ldm. Chi nh#t nhi Kbu Santa
Cruz thoi.

B4m dong dang xon xao bdng im bit. Thiu
nit bin vé r& dam dong ra ding gifa hai nguoi.
Duéi anh dén, Vin Binh nhan thidy nang cé bo.
ngec, cii eo va lan moéng tuyét dep. Nang néi mét:
hoi tagalog — thd ngit Phi luat tin — véi chang.
Chang lac diu, t6 vé khong hiu. Ngac nhién, nang
quay lai gi du co6n, liu lo nhw chim. G xua tay,
tir chdi, '

Néng bén dung ti€ng Anh, néi vé&i Vin Binh ¢

— Em xin 16i gitm anh, nhung hén kbong
nhén. Anh nén xin 16i 12 bon. Hin 14 tram anh chi’
¢ khu nay, hang tuiin rap chi&a béng phii nop’
thu& cho bin. Em khong mudn anh thi¢t mang
mQt cach v6 fch. Tir bao nim nay, hang chuc
ngudi dd chét vé mon nhu quyén Thidu lam cla
hin.

Vin Binh mim cuoi, boi sang chuyén khac :

— May gio, ¢0 vé ? '

— Ntra dém.

— Co & dau ?

— Pasay. Lat nita, méi anh d€n choi.

Ga du con gat tay nang, by diéu hung hing

— Hir lat nira, hin khong thé lai thim co
dugc dau. CO mudn tim hin thi vao nha xac,

Thi€u nit van lon :

— Anh ciin gi, em xin chidu.
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R38i quay lai Vin Binh 2
- — Anh di khéi noi ndy ngay. Em khong
‘mubn... ‘
Vin Binh cu&i nbat : ‘
— Cam on co0. Toi clin cho hdn mét bai hoc.
Bam d6ng déin ra. Vin Binh thdn nhién c&i

40 80 mi, d& 10 bip tay cudn cudn, vad than hinh

cdn d8i nbwr pho twgng Hy lap. Nhin giitd m3t d3i
tba chang héi :

— Anh hoc nhu quy&n dugc miy nim rdi ?

Ga du cOn tron mit :

~ Trén 10 nim. Chi dung vao ngu¥i may la
nét b8y lyc phi, ngii tang.

— Anh dinh danh vao rudt bay ph8i ?

~ Ch3 nao ciing dwoc. Anh chon di. \

— Nghe n6i nhu quy2n thuéng danh vao
bung. (1) L8 rdnla bd phan xung y&u nhit cia co
the. Nao, mdi anh chi gido vao r8n toi.

G& du cOn ngac nhién :

— Anh dién phidi kbong ? Tir xua d€n nay,
chura ai dam dirng yén cho t6i thi nghi¢ém nha
quyen. '

Viin Binh 18y trong tii ra mét cor dao b&m

() Nhu quy@n 13 mét bp mon bi truy@n cda vo Thidu
l3m, I8y mém trj céng. Ngudi gidi nhu quy@n chi d3m
nhe I3 d6i thd nét rupt. Tei Phi lujt tim, v6 st nhu
quydn hou hang 13 Worg® Mu-ts, nguwdi Trung hoa.
Muén bist r6 thém v& nhu quyZn, xin m&i ban doc doc
cuén « Gisn digp Nhj trdng », d5 xu$t bdn cong mjt tic
g“o

TU CHIEN KGOAI KHO1 145

Thuy didn. Aa vao nit. ledi dao mong nhu 14 lica
va sic nhwr nuoc, vou ra. Chang ra hi¢u cho dam
dong ln lai. d&19 tdm cira lim ddy. Chang ti o
dao vao ¢d. Lubi dao ngdp qua nua.

Chang Loi gi du con :

-~ Dao nay nhon khong ?

Gi du con hir mot tiény rBi dap :

— Toi khong thich choi dao.

— Anh yén tam. To6i khong ha ach b’e’mg dao
dau. Truéc khi do sitc voi toi, phi€n anh nhin t0i
biéu dica. L

Chang thd mot hoi dai. doan quay ngwoc mili
dao dam that manh vao bung. Miii dao truet ra
ngoai, nhu dung vao thép. Tréu (}a bl_l.(‘.g cla \’;_m
Binh, nguwoi ta chi thdy mot vt do li ti. G& du con
lic diu nhidu ldn, nhw dang mo ngu. +

Vin Binh dit tay lén vat hiin, giong than mit :

— Phai la ngudi noi ceng tuyet diéu woi
bin da thit thanb sit, chdng lai dao bua. .Nh\-x
quyén 1A mot bifn th& cia n(‘ii cong. b3i voi
ngwdi nhir toi, anbk ding nhn quyén vo ich, hoan
toan vo ich. (1) . 5

(1) Mén npi céng ndv hodn toan cé thit. Vs s
Join. F. Gilbey, d¢ rh3t ddng nhu dao, d§ ngd d.énq
Karaté, vo dich quy3n Anh, trony m@t chuyén viéng
tham Dong Link 4+ tim sw hoc deo, ds qdip mgt v su
Nhat tén 13 Junzo Hirose, vé droc Hrgve b:eu‘dren
mén ngi cong ky lg nav. Treoc mat Gilber. ‘H:rose
ding kiém N 3t dam vao ohiu b phia md khdng hé
bj thrang. Phép ngi céng ndy cé t:& bién tirng bo phin
(rén co the rin nhu sit. tuy ohién chea thé bizn toan
than rin nhe sét.
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Giong g& du cOn tré nén khan khan :

— Aanh vira lam tré quy thugt. Toi khong tin.

Vin Binh cuéi xoa ‘

— Dao day, moi anh dAm thit.

— Té6i mudn dam vao tay, aah chin khéng ?

— Bam vao bung dé ché&t hon.

— Khnong. Bung anh c6 phép quy thuat,

Vin Binh chia canh tav trai ra: :

~— Mvoi anh dam véao bap thit trén.

Gil du con thu toan lyec, stra soan ddm. Thigu
ol ban vé hét lén

— Kboan da.

Vin Binh lai cuodi s

— Co dirng sg.

Miii dao dung vao bip thit Vin Binh r8i truot
ra ngoai. Ding sirc qua maah, g3 du con nhao diu
vho twdng, ludi dao roi xudng adt, kéu keng mot
tiéng.

Cudi ré, Vin Binh moc tui 18y thuSe la. X#n
ho hoéa li€u mang, gi du con chdm ddy, d&m that
manh vao mit ching. Khong thém né, chang dwa
tay lén gat. Nhu cham phdi bé tong cdt sit, bin
chun lai, ri lén, vé mjt dau dén. Vdn Binh hit
bam :

~ — Con tro gi nira, biéu dién cho cong ching
thudng thirc luon mot thé.

Hén xong t6i, choc ngon tay vao mit chang.
Chang bit 1dy tay hin, ding nhu dao quat bin
ngd chdng kEah trén nn gach. Moi ngwoi cuoi
. Hin cug tay vao tui ldy sting. Vin Binh hit mot
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hoi Salem, doan quay ling lgi, sra scan dwa vé
vho ngudi gac cira. ' : N

" Gi du con 1én dan dinh soach, nhim lung
chang bop ¢o. Vin Binh nghe trong ddm dong
tiéng la th&t thanh. Cudc phén cong ky di¢a diéa
ra trong vong mot sao dong hd. Nhanh nbar dién,

‘chang xoay ngudi lai, tom ldy cudm tay cim sing,

chan chang phéng vao bung ddi phwong. Linh
ngon cwoc kinh khing vao bao tir, hdn bi vang
vao tudong, va ndm mop ludn. ‘

Vin Binh ung dung vao rap. Ngudi gac -dat
sang béo cho chang vao, khong dam yéu ciu chang

trinh vé.
Bén trong, dén vira bat sang. Phim di chi€u

xong. Tdm man tring duoc. cudn léa, dé 16 mot
sin kh&ua hep, tréen d6 doan vii nir thoat y sip ra
mit. : :
Khan gi3 dong cirng, khong thira mot ghE. Sat
ria sin kh&u, moi ngui bu dea, ai ciing mudn
chen lén bang gh& diu d& ngim cac vii nit duoe
r& rang. Mui bd hoi xong 1&n lam Vin Binb budog
non. Diy quat trin quay mdt cach luoi biéng va
yé&u &t. Chung quanh, chang thiy toan thaon niéan..
Nim thi, mudi hoa, ludng mit quan sat cua chang
ma&i gap mot ngudi dan ba, nguoi nao ciing phén
son loe leet, ctr chi xudng x4, tréng tron cua ké
quen ngh& ruéc khach. ;
Dén trong rap vat tdt, nhudng cho sin khén
sang ruc bin 1én. Cong ching dang khéo chuyén
On ao, 44t nhién nin ling. Vin Bioh ngbe ti€ng
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thé bdn hé&n ctia ngudi dirng bén. Todn rap lyc
dyc ding day, nhi¥u nguwoi ding ci 1én ghé. '

Mot ti€ng 8 dOng thank ndi 1éa : mot vii nik
tir trong rin rdy booc ra. Bing gin, Vin Binb
nhin dwgc kha rd : nang méc bd xiem dai bo chit
than thé, ciiu vai bdng cao, may theo kidu Phi,
bing vdi ké 0 vuong, mau dé hoét. Mit nang
khong dep : miéng hoi rOng, gin nhu ngoa ngodt,
séng miii hoi cao, chirng td nang lai TAy ban nha,
cip mit thi&n nhanh nhean, t3 cdo voi Vin Binh
nang la ké nghién a phién tréng.

Am nhac du-ddn ndi 1én, tir chiéc dwong cim
ke phia duéi. Nang cii chao cir toa, doan hét mo
téc dai, dang bai tay ra, bit diu nhdy mét vi khie
vui vé. CoOng ching v tay tan thudaog rdm rdm.
R&i ti&ng hét: 4 ‘ '

— Mau lén, c&i ra, con doi gi nira ?

Thigu phy ngirag nhdy, dwa tay hon g&i khan
gid. Nhip dan tré nén gdp rit. Theo nhip dan,
nang udn mong nhir bi di¢n gigt, hdi bk c&i bd 4o
pgoai. R3i d&n xiém. Khi &y, cir chi clia nang bdng
chgm h#n lai. Nang tir tr g& din nhitng vudng
vai ruc r& che kin by nguc to 16n. ' :

Trén minh nang, ¢dn lai hai mi€ng vai man
h3ng, nhd xiu. Am nhac lgi chuyén sang rdn rap.
Miét thi€u phy lim dim, mié¢ng nhiin nhé, tay chan
rung rung. Nang dangc6 ging truy&n cho cir toa cai
cém giac sung swéng lin dau don ciia ngudi dan ba
& 40 cao nhft cia khoai lac. o .

R8i nang quay lung lgi. Ngén tay mé&m mai
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ciia nang bit diu m& vudng vii phia trén. Nang
ném vuodng vai vao goc sdn k_h:’m. ) ‘

-Bo mit ki¢u hdnh, nang xon aguwe 16a 13 nhin
moi nguot. Mot gd thaah nién ding pdn V{:'n 819h
ngin to te nhu mit hon. Van Binb, trai lai. hoan
toan dirng dung. Khoag phéi chang linn dam voi
dan ba, khong phii chany ghét bo iﬂnrng cuge coi
bd quin 4o truoc dam dong hao sac, song vi nban
thdy mon tro thoat y tai rap Onday lam chang lgm
giong hon thich th, o

Cii m& nut, cai udn ngwce chia dodn - nir
thén thén, va tro trén kia dd xuyén tac pghé thuat
thoat y thanh cudc pho bay xac thit ha cﬁp,
biit khan gid nghi toi cin giwong op €p. ca?_kha}n
mit bi hang wim ban tay bin thiu lau vao. cai c.bau
awoc troe hét men, chira dily vi iring. L3 hol va
mang nhéo. ‘ L

Trén buc ¢8, mot vii nit khic vira xvat hién.
Ciing nhw nhirng thidu phu truoc, nang ‘trinn dien
dong tac tao bao, song b ngwe niag ne, lan da by n~g
biy nhiy, cdp dui o md, khong chinh phuc noj
cam tinh cua Vin Binh.

4 Thé& dai, chang lach ra ngoai. B3t chﬁn.xu()t‘\g
Mani, nghe thuat lai nhitng man taoat y gxai pan
tai 4 phong chi€u bong thuong true, cnangﬂda boi
hoi, mong dwoc nhan ha d? thudng thire. ba\‘x khi
chirng kién tdn mit, chang thét vouy hoan toan.

Pén diu dudng Espéléta. Vin Binh di lan
vio trong t6i. Dbng hd tay cda chang chi 9 gi¢ 15
p hut. s
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Chang t&i chd hen diing gid, va dung tie i
A ' s uch
nghé nghiép. DBén khi chic chdn kho u? bi ai thuegt)n
chang r-nb'l dirng lai, vao tiém udng ca phé'. 10 phu;
sau, chang litng thitng buoc ra.

Bay khong phdi 1a hen véi dich ma 1a voi
" : i hen véi
ong Hoang tdng giam ddc Mat vu. Truéc klfi 011;

dap mAy bay v& Saigdn, on
iaF:J cong t:;yc mai. 8 g mun gip chang d3
MOt chi€c xe hoi den dau lai gin cha
Hoang ngdi lui vao trong, m& cira %ho chal::i' t?:g
len. Nguyén Huong, co thw ky kidu didm, .ngdi.
bing trudc voi tai xg, $ e :
Viin Binh cit ti€ng
— Chao ong.
Ong Hoang dap:
— C‘hz\.o anh. Cac anh ddi khach san chwa ?
— Thrra chura. Toi chura kip ddn Lé Digp.

~ Tu6ng cic anh don r8i. Nhung théi, ching

sao. Dém qua, cd bon bi bit sach, trir Valé
Van Binh gigt minh : >
— Hén thoat dugec a. ?

—~ U, that kh6ng may. Nhun i i
e . g bu lai, ta lgi gi
cai bén kbac. Ta di doat dwgc bo mat ma. Ighg

n6, ta kham pha ra ndi dung birc m4t vin ma Céor

16t co bdn phéa chuyén cho Ure. Theo mat vin nay,
3 giv sang nay, mot ti¥m thiy diob R.U. s& ghé
vinh Mani,

~ Thua, 48 lam gi ?

— Toi chua r3. Néu d? chd can b va vé khi

toi, B.U. khong dai gi ph&i mot tan ngim, vuot
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vOng vAy kién c8 clia hdi quan M§-Phi vdo trong
vinh Mani. B& bidn Phi c6 hang trim chd d4u kin
d4o ma R.U, lai dira thu ngim toi ddy, tdt ndi vo
con c¢6 nhidu bi mat. Theo toi, khong phdila
tai ti¢u, can b diép bao va khi gi6i ma R.U. db
bo vao Mani.

— Thwa ong, to6i ngd... i

— Auh doan ding. Tir 1au, d5ng minh cta ta
d3 thu lwom duge tin tirc theo d6 R.U. dic phai
nhiing chiéc tiém thiy dinh dugc trang bi riéng,
lén vao cac hdi cdng cha thE giti ter do d& gai
bom nguyén tir. Van nhit, dai chi¥n toan dién xdy
ra, & xa ho dung vo tuyén di¢n didu khidn cho
bom nd.

Bling chign thuft nay, Nga s0 45 t3n ti¥n chd
tao hda tién xuyen luc dia, ciing nhur khong phéi
bit chuéc Hoa ky dong gap doan tau ngdm nguyén.
tlr, chira phi dan Pélarit, va phi co oanh tac hang
ning. Mit khac, trong mot tran chin tranh chép
nhoang twong lai, Nga s0 c6 cai lgi 1a t&n cong bt
thinh linh tai khéip noi trén th& gi¢i, chung ta
khong kip chéng d&.

Nhur anh di biét, hdéa tién nguyén tir tir Nga
s6 phong toi phdr mat 15 phit 30 phat, doi khi 1
gi®, méi roi xudng muc ohi¢a. Trong thdi gian nay,
gian ra.da t8i tdn cha th& gi6i tr do dit chung
quanh birc man sit dd c6 du thoi giy bao cho luc,
lrgng phin cong stra soan nghénh chi€n, va phéng
hda tién trd diia. Phong phi dan tir tau ngim
nguyén t& vao nQi dia cliing m¥t wudl, muoi lim
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phit. NZu Nga s6 dang tim cich gii bom nguyén ti
trén khong gian, thi Hoa ky eiingkhong kém, cé 18
con ti€n xa hon trong dja hat chinh pbue vii try.
Duy c6 cach nd bom gai sdn trong hii cing la ti¢n
nbit.

Chi cin m¢t phut d8ag hd. Khi bidt bj t&n cOng
thi ta d3 tan tanh ra cam. Hién nay, mot trong
cac cOng tae bd phong wu tien cia thé givi tr do
la kham pha ra k& hoach gai bom bi mat cia dich.
Toi tin rding chi&c tau ngdm sdp vao vinh Mani da
ch& theo mot 88 v6 khi hat nhan kinh khiug.

— Vay ta xir trf ra sao, thua ong.

— Ta pbai bit Uce,

—~ Bi&t h&n & dau ma bit.

— Anh quén dém qua nhe L& Di¢p nhir mai
cho tay sai clia Valép di theo, anh méi ranh tay
tom duoc Oka. Mudn bit thu dir, phai lap muu
lira n6 ra kbdi ché nup, K& mon nay da gitp anh
va Leé Di¢p thanh cong dém qua.

— Thua, dém qua 13 ngwoi cta Valép, khong
phdi cia Ure. '

— ThiZu gi ldc ta c6 th cho ngudi di theo
Uré. Ching han, di theo Santo. sau khi Anbino - bj
giét cb&t trong khach san Manila,

~ Tréi, 161 quén bing,

— Aah cén quén nhiu chi tidt quan trong nira.
Chéng han, quén theo ddi ngudi khach & phong
:':nLtgi Manila Hotel. Aqn lai quén khong theo dsi
; uz.

~— Thura, t6i méc muu ba Luz,
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— Trong lang gian di¢p, khé tim dwoc ai cao
mua hon Z.28. Cao muru hon anh, tdt ba Laz phai
la tinh hoa dé nh#t cia nghé do tham.

— Thua, ba Luz la tay gian diép ghé gom.

— T6i khong tin nang cao muru hon anh. §6
di nang lira dirge anh, vi nang dep qua. Hon nira,
vi anh chwa bd duge thoi x§u m3m 1ong truoc dan
ba dep. .

Viin Binh x#u hd, nin ling. Ong Hoang i6i :

— Anb bidt ba Luzlam viéc vo&i co quan nao
khiag ?

Vin Binh ngdp ngirng:

— Thea... toi chua &t . -

— Toi di tim ra, nhd truy ciin cuéc cua nguoi
tro phong 367 trong li quan Manila. Anh doan
dro ai khong 7 La Uré. o

Ong Hoang nbin Vin Binh xem chang to ve
strng sot khong. Chang vin than nhién huat thude
1a, Ong Hoang hoi :

— Anh bigt hin 13 Uré e ? .

— Vang. Tuy nhién, toi thu thit 1a chua d:lv.:.
chiic trim phan trim. Luc nghe dign toai, tuy Uré
noi ti€nyg Pire. t0i dd nhan ra aiong hi’m. "l()l l:.u.
khim pha ra Jdia dwng ddy tan thuoc»'lu tlronag
phong Luz Todn 1a miu thade Gitanes. O Phi luat
tan. trong van ngudi vi tit co mr)t’ ngudi uglv}f;n
thudc Gitanes clia Phap. Toi bitt Uré nghien
Gitanes. Sur kidn nay chung t0 ké d@o phong Luz
la Uré. o

— Uré ¢6 mét ciin phong kha 16n trong cai bin
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dinh soa 46 cudi duwdng Espéleta ndy. Hin 1 giam
ddc mot cong ty xuft nhép cing dong khach. Toi
dwoc tin hiin vira vé phong. Anh Ién ddy, the nao
cling gip hin. Phi co clia toi sip cét canh. Tulin

- 8au, ta s&€ tai ngd tai Saigon.

Vin Binh hoi them :

— Thwa con Valgp ?

— Téi doan hin sé thanh toan véi Oka trong
vai ngdy nira, hofic dém nay khong chirng. Ta
khong ciin quan tdm dén bin nita. Mot phiin vi ta
khong da nhan vién. Nhir anh bi&t, toi mang qaa
day ba nguéi, anh, L& Di¢p va Nguyén Huong.
Toi khong diing nguoi Phi, so 1.

Vip Binb tré mit ;

— Té ra...

Ngllyén Huong quay lai cuoi : :

— 0O, Van Binb Z.28 1a diép vién binh tinh
nh#t th& gioi kia ma ! Em khong ngo ana dé ngac
nhién nhw vay. Chung quy ciing tai nang Lauz.
Nang lam anh mét hin tri khon, Em la nguoi toi
dai 1t quan Mamla Hotel, vao phong 367 nh4n
dién Uré¢, theo d3i nang Luz, va ngwoi doat bo
m4t mi trong tay Valép ciing la... em ndt )

Véin Binh thét ra :

— Troi oi

— Em doén khong sai. Nang Luz lam anh m#t

bin tri khon rdi. :
Nang se s€ ngam cau tho cta Thé Li :
— Than 6i, théi oanh liét nay con déu!

Ong Hoang nghiém giong :
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— Sép di roi, dirng daa nlra. Bétf gua, :0‘:‘1:;
Nguyén Huoog dén nha Valép. dl:lanh‘ de>i —

' 0. Luc toi dén, han Ang.
trong modt biét thu nho. Luc‘ ) ‘
Toi §éc duoi nha cho Nguyéon Hu-o'ngn:fin (,lidﬁ‘:, ltl::l

T \ : tim ra » «
loi. Trong vong 10 phat, nang i1 T fu ta
lggu Lﬁynxong. ra d&n vaon, hdn moi lar xe ve.
" Vin Binh hoi: o
— Co xung dot khong ?
Nguyen Huong dap : .
__ Khong. Em dung chia khoa gia, mo Cl\l;? lian
d& dang. Nup trong tdi, em co the hiin ha Va L,‘It);i.
«mg O;g Hoang khong cho phep- Ong oﬂgg?g[;m
cl i li i irgc Xung .
o em doat tai liéu, kbhong diro . d
C‘ilén diép Nam tu rit it nguol Dudi quyetxlx V::Eg
ihi.co vai ba nban vién va mot sd cong tac en,

phu ?‘:egli;:o'éé Valép tu do hoat d(")n‘g ll? dug
4ch. Hio la thu dich f:ﬁa bon i}t‘lk.bgf h;;nrai
neoai, lon hon la bat hao. Hon nira, a'Ch o
iam & ddu. Mudn giie bi mat, chi con cach g

aslam O’. d A b -
?"l: khong c6 }y do d& gidt héan, vi déu sao han cor
! B

Ja ddng minh cla ta.

Binh chép miéng :
\-’—élz}ic‘r day, toi thua cO xa. Xong vu nay, co

2 16i phai thu giao c6 mit thoi. L
lem‘N‘:;t:;én Hugorng ciing cbép. miéng : o e

— Em dau dam sanh véi anh. Moi \{l?. o
do ong cu x&p dit, em chi t’bl‘ra haoh méhtdlo&iana-
lai, triiro su déu nho anh cd. Anhcon n

bim khong ¢



\(?07 it Thhad hith - / //////w/.ﬂm?%fbﬁféﬂ/.(ﬂm%

156 z28

Véin Binh gidt minh dénh thét. Nguyén Hwong
nhir cé bigt tai béc trdn tdm tw chiang, hé chang
da mang ngudi dan ba nang biét ngay, biét ré
rang. khong thiu chi ti¥t thim kin nao. Nang
* khong ui.en tudng 6u 4o — vo&i lai, nang dau phai
la vi hon the, hogc vo chanh thirc cia chang ma
dugc quyEn ghen tuong 5a 40 — song giong noi,
cai nhin, cir chi ciia nang 43 ham sic mot sir ghen
tudng kinh khiing.

Nguven Huoung riéo :
5 — T¢i nghi¢p Manahim. M&i d6 anh di quéa
roi.

Vin Binh ch8ng ché :

~— Em nghi oan cho anb. S that kbéng nhiwr
em nghY d4u. Manahim chi 1a nguéi bi t6i l¢i dung
d& tim ra nhitpg tin tirc ciin thi&t. '

— Em hoi I8y lam la. Anh to:n loi dang dan
ba, va la dan ba dep, con dian ong. anh lai bo roi.
Dan 6ng thi€u gi tin tirc quan trong ! Em c6 thd
doan chéc n&u Manahim x&u nbu Chung vo Diém,
va gy nhu que cli, anh s& chdng bao gio loi
dung. B

— Anh van em.

Théy clu chuyén giita bai nguéi sip gay go,

‘ong Hoang ném diua xi ga Havan xudng dit, 1én
tieng :

— Manahim la mat bao vién cha s& Gian diép
Phi lugt tan. Nyo vuc banh vi cda ann, nang bén
gid vo c6 cdm tinh vén anh, va bao cao vé So,

Ban bao cao cla nang dwge chuyén cho toi. Vang
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1énh t6i, Nguyén Hurong d&n kbach san Manila,
ti€p xuc véi Mapahim.

Vin Binh dra vao dém xe, mit bang khuéng,
pha 1in then thung. Chang mudng twong téi khuon
mit ngay tho va that tha nhr d€m cia Manahim,
khi giip pang ldn diiu trong paodng dién thoai,
ciing nhu trong blta com trua vui ve, phe; nhom
tai khach san Senbon. Cai miéng twoi tin va don
hau iy dd tho thé vao taj chang 12 nang yéu chang
tha thidt, yéu chang d€n min chiéu, x€ bong. Ngo
dau...

Na¢r dau, chi 1a xen kich.

Vin Binh di dai khé mot cach tham hai.
Chang thwdng tr kieu cé tai 16i culn daa ba, it
khi nhe da vi dan ba. H8i & Saigon, bi Tha Thu
Janh tan khong con manh giap (i) trong mot cuge
ddu tri séi ndi, chang bit ddu bét kiéu cing, va
tré nén nhiin nhin.

Pén khi bi thua hai m§ nhan Lao, nang L.ecuam
va nang May, (2) chang m#t bdn bénh kieu cing,
tuy nbi¢n van tin twdng vao khoa dn néi va goi
tinh doc nh#t vé nhi ciia minh. Nghé thuat dong
tro ciia Manahim, cO bé giit dién thoai hién lanh
ctia khach san Manila. lam chang bat ngira. Chang
bit diu so dan ba. Ban ba khong co sirc véc luc
lung, va nhiing ngon don quy kh8c, thin kinh,
44 ha dich tha trong nhay mét, song tao hoa da
phu cho mot khi gioi ky la, sieu déng, du swec

() Xin doc Z.28 buén sing l3u.
(2) Xin doc Van twong Khéi Icra,
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