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Vao trong, nang khéa trai lai nkuw cll. Du:b'ng% |

phur chwa di yén tam, nang con bi hyc khudn cai
ban dém, k& sat c¥a. Trén giwong, Caclst vin
ti€p tac n6i mot minh. Mi¢ng hdn dé shi bet. Mit
hin wot nhem bd hoi. Rosita rit hai con dao giai
pbdu ra, 14m lam cim trong tay.

V3n binh 'inh, Rosita lai lo so. MOt k&€ hoach
quy8t liét hi¢n ra’ trong 6c nang : néu ké nado pha
ctra vao, nang s&€ ha sat Cacldt. B3i voi mot benh‘
phan mé sing, nim li bi trén giudng, nang chi

cin nang ban tay lén la ludi dao nhd xiu phéng”

vao gitra nguc: Xong xudi, nang s€ quay ra khang
cu. Nang s& giét dich, song n&u thdt bai. nang
danh mwon ludi dao giai phdu k&€t liéu cuoe deoi,
moOt cudc doi son tré didy tho va mong, trong
canh tay mon trén cha tinh nbaa Pablo.
~ Xa xa, ving lai ti€ng coi ri. Rosita thu hinh
trong goc phong. Naag lo so la ding. O vao hgan
cinb nay, nhitng ngudi gan da hon nang ciing
phii lo sg. Vi ddy la mdt truéng hop v6 ciing quan
trong, l1én quan dén sy sdng con cua wmot qudc
gia, mot luc dia. -
Vi Rosita khong phai la ni y ta thong thudng.

Nang la nhan vien wu tu cla s& Phan Gidn

Phi ludt tan.
oo
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- Ramiré thong tha kéo khin #n 1&n chii mép.
Trong mié¢ng hin con thom mui t6m chién, mot
trong cac moén #a ndi ti€ng clia khach san Senbon
(1) d8i di¢n vinh Mani. Bao t&r dd diy &, Ramiré
vin thém &n nita. M3i 13n cé tidn, hin d&u ba chan
bdn cAng d&n Senbon, kéu moOt chai bia Sanmighen
(2) thwgng hdo hang, d& nhim véi nhitng con tom
lém, chién bo d6 hdng, va ron tan, dwgc biy khéo
léo trén cdi dia tring, giita nhiing I4 x4 lach xanh
ngit va tuoi tot.

M§t c6 bdi ban c6 than hinh khiéu khich, udn
¢o ti€n vé ban Ramiré. Nang c8 tinh dirag that sat
cho bd ngwc nhon ho#t dung vao vai hin. Mach
méu trén thai deong dap manh, Ramiré quay lai
nhin. O’ Mani, thanh phd ciia yéu duwong, gip dan ba
dep la thuong, song it khi hiin thdy mot birc twong
V¢ nir cAn d&i va hdp dan biag xwong, bling thit
(1) - Shellborne House. (2) San Miguel, Ia ve ngon
ahst Dong Nam A, ché tao tai Mani. 3
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bén trong mdt co hiu bao, diu la hlu ban cho
‘khach san Senbon sang trong.

Thigu nit — nhin c4i mong va b6 ngae, Rawairé

bigt chic 1a thidu nit — cti mi¢ng gin mit Ramire,
pha mbi hwong thom nght, hoi giong ém she
ti¢ng phong cém :

— Thira 6ng, ding gl trang mleng ?

Ramiré tran tran, dan mit vao nira ngyc trén
15 16 sau cai 4o tréng toat, may that khit

— C6 chu. Nhung sg & day khong cé.

Co bbi ban dap lai rit tinh ti, biing ti€ng thd
Am tagalog, ti€ng néi clia ngwoi Philudt Tan:

— Thua, céi gi cling c6. Em tin 0ng s€ vira long-

Ramiré ldng lo :

— Coco nhfi’ng moén gi dic biét ?

— Thwa, pho mat Phap nay, ca rem dau twoi
nay, trai ciy wop lanh HOng kong nay...

Ramiré lic ddu :

— Khoug, tdi ghét trang mié¢ng ph6 mat, ca
rem va trai cay wop lanh.

— Em xin mang rugu ngot cho ong. o
— Kbhong.
— Ong mudn gi, emxin lo liéu ngay. =

— Toi mudn trang miéng bling co kia.

Thidu nit nhoén miéng cudi quyén rii: Gr

— 0O, dang tiéc qus, em xin 13i ong. Em trét
ben vé&i nguoi khac m#t rbi. Thoi, em mang tam
ph6 mat cho 6ng vay.

Ram'ré nhun vai, ddng y mét cach mién
cudng. Chiéu ddi vién ciia khach san Seabeon ting

_ : 2!
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ndi danh la dep d& va nhid nhin, Vi lai, khong
riéng nha bang Senbon, & khip thanh phd Mani,
phu nit d&u lich s va kién nhin, sin sang nghe
loi to tinh s6ng swong clia nam gidi, khong bao
gio pdt gong va hin hoc

Ném té bac xudng quiy két, Ramiré loang
choang bwédc ra ngoai. Troi chiéu ¢ Mani chua
dung nbidu mau sic va Am thanh ky di. Xa xa.t
mit bi&n Thai binh dwong tron 1in véi chia teof
xanh lam. Gié mat quat vao phdn ph4dt lam hoi
rirou huyt ky hiin udng hdi ndy th&m vao 4o quiin.:
Tigng nbac kich dfng tir bo bién vong lai. Tir
san thwong 10 thién mét dai 1 quan k& cén, rog
xudng diéu nhac vi cim, nghe si mé nhu ti€ng noi
tan tinh ctia nhirng chimb trai mang ban gai ra
khoi trén con thuy&n nhé d& doi an ai.

Mot chigc tic xi A s6 phanh ken két bén
dufmg. Ramiré ling 1€ tréo lén. Xe chay mét
quing, tai x& héi di dau, Ramiré buong thdng:

— Thanh noi (1) ,

Thanh ndi la buc thanh ¢d TAy ban nha, tir
phia c6 hao. Niam 1945, trong cudc phan cong-
chdng Nhat d& tai chiém thanh phd Mani, quan
doi My dum quyén twéng Mic Acto di nd dai bac
va0 noi dn nip tuyét vong clia clia binh sT Nhat lam
khu vuc thanh ndi ¢d kinh bi sup dd giin hé&t. Hién
nay, thanh ndi la noi tam sdng cia nhun;, gia dinh -
nghéo khd, va ciing la giang son cta bon anh chj
cua Mani ban dém.

(1) Thinh api la Intramuros. Mgt sé béo quén com

& trong khu ndy.
»}
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Froi bit diu t8i. |
"Tc xi phong nhanh trén dai 1 Du-y (1). D&n
dwrong Boniphaxio (2), d0t nhién Ramiré d8i ykién:
— Cham lgi. Chdm lai, ik
Tai x& ngac nhién : -
— Ong vira din toi 14i téi Thanh noi kia ma?
Con mét doan ngin nita 1a toi. '
Ramireé xua tay:
— Khong, t6i mudn quay lai Malaté.
Nguoi tai x& gia khong cdn ngirng lai, rbi lai
vong tron nhu thuong l¢, ma dap lut tifing, mim
moi vén v6 ling mdt vong manh mé. Chigc xe M§
dai ngoéing quay lai nhur dién. Trong gidy phut,

oy

kim tdc do vot lén 40 dim Anh. La ké lai xe 8u,

Ramiré khong h& sirog sét. Tai x& tic xi Manj
khoOng thua kém ddng nghiép ciaho & Pong kinh
v& mon l4i xe nhu tai tir rap xiéc.

Ngoi trén ném ém nhw ru, Ramiré ¢3 thu hinh

“th4t nhd vao goc chigc Chevrolet kiu méi nhét.
Hin khong con ruét gan nao d& ngdm bhiing sudi
né Ong muodn mau nhiy mua troe¢c mit, voi nhitng
ngudi dan ba #n mic hd hang l& loi chiio khach

di qua. Trong tam trf hén, vira nhéi 1én mot ni€m

lo sg.

Ramire 1 nbAn vién trong dai kidm soat phi .
truong qudc t& Mani. Hin méi 25, voc dang cao

lon, diy da, da ngdm ngiim, dic trung cla bpgudi

ban xir, quen thudéc véi nfing chay va somg bidn.
(1) Dewey Drive. :
(2) Bonitacio Drive.
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Chi mi¢ng nhd nhdn, 42 10 ham ring d8u, béng, va
ciip mit den va sAu d& t5 cdo Ramiré la mot thanhdi

nién dY di€m. 4

Ramiré chura vg. Hin khong thich l4p gia dinh
mic diu hin c6 hang td tinh nhén, nguwdi nao
ciing thém yéu va thém tiéu ti®n nhw pha. Véi s3
lrong it 6i hang thang. hén chi di &n, di mic, di
udng rwou va xem xi né mdi tuin moét lin, th€ ma
bén lai thich lao ddu vao nhitng thu vui gigt gan
ctia Mani ban dém, thanh phd nhidu thi vui nh&t
doc bo bidn Thai binh tho mong. d

Tir lau, Ramiré h¥ag ao u6c dwge cim mot
d3ng gifly bac trong tay, dé tiéu pha cho swéong.l
Hy vong #&y di thaah sy that. MAt hom, sau khi &
rap chi®u bong thoat y vii v& hin gip mét ngudil
Au & khu Ermita. Sau bai liin trd chuyén, hin nh4n
161 lam viéc cho ngudi la. Goi 14 nguéi kbong
mit méi ding, vi that ra Ramiré chwa bao gio thily
r6 mit bin. Méi lin tro chuyén, Ramiré duoc dia
vao m{t cong vién t8i om, ngudi Aun la mit ludn

. ludn dirng dang saw, va Ramiré phdi di thiag,

khoéng dugc nhin lai.

Ramiré duoc 18nh nhi€u tidn, tuy chwa phai
lam gi. Ci¢ nban ha nhu thé, cho d&n t3i qua...

G& ngwdi Au gjp Ramiré trén ddng gach réu
phong trong khu thanh ¢d. Tuy tréi tdi mit, gi vin.
deo cip kinh rdm d3 s9, che 1§p nira mit. Ramiré
don da : .

— Chao 6ng Mel. _

Mel 14 bi danh cha gi ngudi Au. Mel nén got
gidy cSm cfp trén via heé 13i 16m ;
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~ Anh virt di¥u thudc 14 dang chay di. Toi
khong mudn cho cinh sat bi€t ching mioh & day.
v Bieh b0 mot quing, ga nguoi Au néi, gioag

coc 13¢

' — Thoi gian ngh1 ngoi dd hét. Toi sé gmo anh

mOt viée quan trong, _

Ramiré hoi :

— Thua Ong, viéc gi a ?

= Cha |& lai ra 1énh cho anh ngu dém voi df
hay sao ? Chiing t6i kbhong bao gio bt anh lam
viéc ndo ngoai quyén han clia anh. Viéc anh sip
l1am lién quan d€n dai kim soat phitruong.

Mot ludng dién giat khdp chau thAn Ramiré.

BS hoi toat ra dim dia, hén linh tinh mot su chét :

chéc ring ron. ThiMel di d& 1oi giam hin :
- Xong viéc, anh s& dwoc thudng ba ngan.
— Thua, péso6 hay do la.

péso.
Ramiré nhanh nbiu :
~ Thuwa, viéc cé kh6 khong ?

— Hi, giét ngudi & day, toi chi cin thué mot ,

trim péso.

— Ong muén toi dit min & dai kidm soat phdi ‘

khong ? Thwra, phi treang dige canh gic nghiém
mit 1&m.

Gé nguwdi Au xua tay :

— Anh chiu kho nghe t6i néi, dirng ngﬁt loi.
_Anh quen Vit6 khong ?

- Th\ra Vité la hoa tleu clia cbng ty hang

~— Ngu lim. Ba ngan dola, nghia la chin ngtn -

SN
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kh0ng Phap. %ng mai chi€c Caraven do Vité l&é _
8 tir Huong cing v& day. . w
"~ — Con Polin ? ’

— Polin la tinh nhéan ciia Vno Nang cung d!w '
voi Vitd trén chayén bay Caraven.

—Polin d thwong lim, phai khong Ramiré ?"1

— Vang, dep lim. Mo toc bach kim echa nangl
1a cta bau d6c nh#t v6 nhi & Mani.

— Khi kho. Trir phi la 6ng thay tu méiyéu
dan ba & mo téc. Anh khong thé tim duoe tréng
ngudi Polin mot bo phan nao thich thd hon ma,
toc bach kim v ? A ma thoi, cling ching d&n dau
ci... Polin sip thanh hon voi Vito réi. Ac that,
Vito 43 hot tay trén cla anh.

Mit Ramiré do birng. Mel dé danb tring txmb
den hin: sur ghen tuong.

That thé, 18 ra Polin phdi la cia bin. Vito di
nhanh chan doat mit. Hon mot lin, nang dd ngd
vho vong tay lic ludng cia Ramire, truoc khi Vito
xuft hién. Ramiré cém thdy cin phai bao thu.
Nhung nghe Mel giai thich, ‘hin lai run ldy biy.

— Khong, t6i kbong dam lam th& dau,

Mel cudi mét phdn tw miéng :

—.Cha, da0 dirc qua ! Sao anh chwa vio tu
vién cho rdi. Vité c6 nghi dén anh khoag? Hay la
h&n chi nghT d&n hu hi woi Pohn O dia vj anh,
toi d& thit hin tir lau r8i.

: : £
= Thua... o

— Anh khong duoc quy&n rut ré nira. Toi ra

Moh, anh phai lam vi aph l1a nhAn vién cua toi,
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nbkan vitn &n lrong ciia toi. Vige cé njng né, 18
méi trd cong anh ba ngan 46 la M§. K& ra, ciing
ehing c6 gi ning nd. Anh chi clia déaph Hra Vits,
cho chiéc Caraven dam vao chife phi co quan sy
ma thoi. -

Ramiré cd nin 1dy mot gia thuy&t teyét vong:s
© — N&u vao gi¢ #y, chiéc phi co phéng phéo
khong bay trén khong phan thi sao ?

Mel gat phit, bing giong ké ca : ~

— Anh khoi phdi lo chuyén d6. B ¢6 ngudi
'lo gitm anh rdi. Pung gid 4& dinh, anh s& gip
chic phi co phéng phao.

— Thuwa, chi®c Caraven ché gin mét trim
banh khach, toi so... B2

— Anh khong dwoc quyEn s¢. Lénh trén ra’
cho anh, anh phai tuan theo trigt d2. Bing khong,
anh s& gaoh moi hdu quid khOng hay. Néu anh
thuong moét trim hanh khach hon gia dinh anh
thi thoi, toi s& giao vi¢c ndy cho nguwei khac. 4,

Ramiré nghen ngao : . oAV

— Vang, t6i xin tuan 1¢nh.

Mel v vai hén : '

— T&i mai, anh s& gdp t6i trong khu Thank
cd. Toi s& dua di tidn cho anh. Ba ngan m§ kim,
tha hd ma tiéu xai. Ba ngan, bing long chua ?
Bon con gai Mani s& ch€t mét vi anh. Loai xe hoi
M§ méi phit chi mua trén hai ngan. Con gin mot
ngan, anh choi gai mot thang méi hét. Hét rdi,
toi con dura thém nira. ’

Nghe noi dén tidn, Ramiré cing hong. Mel di

G
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khufit vao lum cay t8i dem. Sudt dém, Ramiré
khong ngd. Hin di lAm tir sAng sém, truwoc gidd
nbén viéc. Tim d4p thinh thich, h&n ch& nghe phi
cong Vitd tir trén khong goi xudng, va hin dd danh
lira Vito. Tai nan ghé gobm dd xdy ra. Tiéng kén .
xe chita l&ra va ctru thwong con viing ving bén tai
hin. Hin con thdly rd nhitng chiéc bing ca dim
mau diit song song trén phi dao, nan nhan bi tram-
vii tring tir diu xudng chan, chi h¢ cai miii dé
thé. . - o
T4t ca th3m cénbh nay do hdn gay ra. Gay rg

'vi ham ba ngan do la. .

...Chi%c tic xi thing lai bén dwong Tai x&
quay lai hoi Ramire : =
— DP&n khu Malaté r8i. Ong mudn xubng
dudng nao? “ i
Ramiré choang tinh mong :
— Malaté r6i a ? To6i c6 din anb di Malate

ViR

dau. 1‘

Tai x&€ strng s&t : !

— Ong laling qua..Liéc l1én xe, ong bho di
Thanh ndi. Gin d€n noi, 6ng doi vEé Malaté. Bay
gio, ong lai dbi ¥ kign. Xe t0i c6 dSng hd, di bao
nhiéu Ong s& tra tién bdy nhiéun, song toi la tai x&
c6 lwong tdm, toi khong mudn Ong phi tidn vo -
ich. . ‘ , ~

— Phién anh ché& t6i t&i Thanh néi.

— T6i ban viéc, khong quay v& Thanh ndi
dugc. Ong trad tidn r3i kéu xe khac.

Ramiré trogn mit ;-
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— Anh khong duwa t6i t&i Thianh ndi, téi khong
trd ti®n.

— Ong di¢n r3i w ? Khong tra tidn, toi s& goi
cinh sat. 10 pé-s6 rudi, 6ng trd ngay cho toi.

— Tao khong trd. May goi cdnh sat di.
St ir& giong ciia Ramiré khong lam tai x& d&i
sfc miit. Tai x& cudi nhat: '

— Trong doi lai tic xi, toi da eché hang van .

hanh khach, song chwa gip nguwdi nao ky di nhu
6ng. Toi hoc it hon Ong that ddy, nhung toi
khong bao gir khi€m nha véi khach, va toi mong
khach dirng khigm nbd voi toi. Ong dirng twéng
lam tang 1a 4p ddo dwoc toi dau Toi i ha do
van nhiéu dan ani chi, Toi ddi v&i ong khong thy,
khong oan, xin ong dirng bit 10i phdi ra tay.

Ramiré cudi h&nh héch:

— A, anh mudn thir sire.

Tai x& tdt cong thc, dap giong binh tinh:

— Véng, moi Ong xudng dudng vei toi. .

Tai x& khong co dip n6i hét cau. Trai ddm le¢
nhu chép ciia Ramiré di gidng véo thai dwong tai
xé. Cénh tay Ramiré khoe lén moét cach di
thuong. Nan nhéan ngd 10n vao vo ling, mau chiy
chan héa, khong kén dwgc mot ti€ng. S¢ nan
nhan chwa bt tinh, Ramire con kéo 1én, danh thém
cl nira vao giira mit, Tai x& lin minh xudag bling
xe, bi%n thanh khdi thit khong hdn.

Ramiré m& cira xe nhdy xudng dudng.

Dén goc dudng, hin ngodt mot thc xi khac. -

U cméu NGOAI KHOI 51

Ngoi trong xe, hdn bdn chdn, lo 8¢. Gi tai x& bi
danh con s8ng, hin ciiag nguy, ma chet, hin ciing
nguy khong kém. Con s8ng, nan nhéin sé trinh bao
v&i canh sat, va cAnh sat cé thé phing ra bin, cin
¢ir vao tuoog mao ma pan nhan mo ti. Chét, gi
tai x& s€ Ja bbng ma am anh Ramiré tron doi. Va
khong riéng gi tai x&€: nhitng bodag ma cha hai
chiéc phi co ng naa thé thim trén vang tréi Mani
s€ lam Ramiré mét &n, mit ngu.

BS hoi toat dim, Ramiré ndy ra y mudn l()n
lai. Hin h&t hoang ra lénh cho tai x&:

— Lai toi vé Malateé.

Ramiré khdng con can dam d€n khu Thanh
¢d gip Mel nita. Nhung tic xi vdn bd lén dang
trudre. Ramiré thét lon:

— Sao? Din lai v& Malaté kia. ma ? Sao cir
chay thing téi Thanh ¢8?

Mot giong noi sic nher dao cao tir biing triuroe
hit vao tai hin:

— Hir, khong toi Thanh cd thi sao gidp Mel
du'qc"

Ramiré nhm dxch day giong run run:

— Tr&i oi; Mel. Ong Mel.

Mel — phdi, tai x€ tdc xi la Mel — cudi ba ha

- — Chao anh Ramire.

Ti&ng no6i ciia Ramiré nhe bl nghén & ¢d hong :

— That... t6i khOng ngo. Khong ngd anh cli
trang [am... tai x& tic xi. -

%4 — Lam ngh& nhu anh ma ngdy tho thi chét
som. - i ‘ ¥
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'— Ngh® gl anh? : oA

~— Gian di¢p. ‘ o
— Tr&i oi, t6i s¢ 14m. N&u cong an - bist
dugc, t0i sé bi tir hinh. :
— Yén tAm. Cong an khong biét déu. Ho chi
pitt khi nao toi ti€t 16 voi ho.
= Mel, 6ng n& nao...
— Toi chi ban anh cho ho n€un anh rip tam
lAm phéan. : B
~ — Thura Ong, khong bao gi®r t6i dam 1am phén.
Mel vin cudi ha ha. Mot phut sau, chiéc tic

xi bong loang d4u sat via he. tén trai 1a b#i bién,

gi6 mat dap vio xe kéu va vi. Duong phd dong
phur hoi, xe hoi n8i dudi nhau dai giing dic khong
bao gi® hét. Ramiré 1€y lai binh tinh, cdt tidng-
lgc véin Mel : ' ;
— Ong hen t6i & Thanh cd kia ma ? s
Mel cudi rit 1én nhu gi6 xody :
— Hir, cho anh & d6 thi myc xwong cila
ching giip anh. v -
Ramiré chdng ch€ : _ i
— Ong 1am rdi. Lt nita, t6i méi toi.

— Toi chua khi nao Iim cé. Aoh lim thi déng |
hon. Anh dirag quén rling t6i dd theo anh tir bita

com trua. Lic anh tan glu véi co bBi ban c6 bo

nguc d6 s va cai mong tron tria, thi toi chd anh

& ngoai. . :
— Tréi oi! Té ra 0ng khong tin toi. -

— Sao anh kéu Troi luon miéng nhw vay. Tol
vin tin anh, song méi tin mot nira. Vi anh cb

nhi®u thai 40 kha nghi vo cing.
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— Con t6i, khi nao toi cling tin 6n
Bing chirng la toi di lam dtinggtheo lbgi h::: ts;:'
Mel cudi nbat : ,'
— Chua hin ding. N&u ding, tai sao t3i nas
anh tri chdm, chwa chiu d&n Thanh ¢8. Nh&t lﬁ
dén d6 dé linh ba ngan do la ti&n thuéng. Ba
ngan do la d3i voi mot nhan vién hang bét & dai
ki®m soat phi treéng nhr anh du phai la it 9 Ar::ilj

- khéong dén, chdc ¢6 mot Iy do nao quan trong,

Toi phai doi 18t tai x& tic xi méi tém dwge anh.’
'é‘rubc miit t(‘)ig anh di doi tré lai khu Malate !
amiré, anh phai kbai that, tai sao anh cha
khong d€n ché hen ? o Chbt:
— Toi bi hdi han day vo lvong tAm.
— H&i han gi ?
£ —Vidd giét nhidu ngudivo toi. ﬂ
' — Ha, ha, cai hang vo liém si nhur anh ciing’
. 2 ks u
bigt hdi h4n nita w ? Viy thi dang khen lz"img.’
NPung t6i khong tin. T6i khOng tin sang nay anh’
dd thi hanh diing cni thi. Toi cd quy&t anh khOng"j'
danh lira Vito bay lac vao hanh lang cla chigc phi'
co quin sir. '
— Toi xin the,
— Ramire, anh bién lugn gidi 1§m. Lit nia, '
al?h sé c6 co h¢i bao chira. N&u anh danh lira dnuo?c’
Vito, tai sao chi& Caraven ciia hin khéng bi ha'
bén, va hin vin s8ng nhiin ring ? L
— Ong con doi gl nira ? it ra phdi mé&t tren
mot tri¢u pésd moi sira chira lai dwgc sau tran
chdy kinh khiing &y. :

-
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— Chay hay khoug, t0i khong thém quan tam
d&n. Didu t0i chu y la hai phi co phdi dung nhaa
dir doi, va cd hai déu roi xudng dit. tan ra thanh
ménh vun, hanh khach phai chét hét,

— Tan nbdn quaA. _

— A ra may cho 1a tan nbin qua ném phan
thiing phadi khong ?

Ramiré ha miéng toan cdi thi ban tay to 1én .

cia Mel d3 ha xudng, gon gang gifta sOng mii.
Ramiré ngd nhoai xudng ném xe, bit tinh nhan sy.

Mel danh diém cham di&u Philip Morit. Che¢
didu thudc chay déu, hiin méi nd may lai xe vao
trung tam thanh phd, Viea dap ga xdng, hin vira
nhin vao kinh chi®a hau. Phan gian Phi luat tan.
duoc huéin luyén va trang bi tdi tan, dd khét tiéng
khip Pong nam 4, hang chuc di¢p vién ngoai qudc
da bi sa lwoi. Mel phai than trong, vi mét ngudn

tin riéng cho bin bigt, sau tai nan trén khong phén
Mani, phén gian Phidd ap dung nhiu bi¢n phap

theo d6i va do xét.

Nira gi¢ sau, chic tic xi son vang dau trudc
mot téa biét thr den ngdm, & ranh gioi hai thi trén
Mani va Késon. (1)

Mani 14 thd do Phi luat tan. O nwoc ngoai, du
lugn chi noéi toi Mani, chirit ai nho réng thi do nay
- & sit nach hai thi trn khac, khong kém rOn% lon
va quan trong : Késon va Pasay. Pasay c6 th
la hop dém khbng [5 ctia Phi luat tan. Vao tbﬁm

Pasay, nhitng k& phi&n mudn c6 thé tim thiy moi

kboai lac ky la nhit vé xac thit.
(1) Manila - Quezon City

¥
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Mot 1o niea, tredc khi ddu lai, Mel nhin kmh
chigu hau. Tur lic danh Ramiré b#t tinh, hin da '
quan sat phia saun ding 10 13n.

Hai canh cdng st to 16n m& ra, chi vira lot
cho chidc xe tir tir lin vao. Banh cao su nghi#n d4’
diam kéu lao sgo. Trong vuon, khong cé mét ngon
dén. Hanh lang cling t3i cam.

Ramiré bi loi x&h xéch trong xe ra nhu
bi gao. Mel x3¢ biin lén vai, nhauh nhen budc vao
phong khach. Tuy iroi tdi, hiin vin l;hbng chamf‘
ban ghé. (Jlr chi quen thudc nay chirng to hin di
toi bxet thur nay nhigu ldn ban dém trong bong t8i,

Treo hét cie ‘thang gd quanh co. d4nh xi trrrn‘
tregt, Mel mé cira, dit Ramiré xudng céi ghe so
pha nho, ) i

MGt tigng no1 héch dich vang lén :

~ Hda hd gi khong? ’

Mel 1¢ phép dap:

— Thua khong. Cbi ngit 4i mot lat thoi.

Mel vio phong tim buag ra thung nuée
lanh ddy fip. Hia déi ca thung vao nguoi Ramire,
U6t nbir chuot 16t tir ddu xudng chip, nan nhin
vung tinh day.

M6t ngon dén sang quac Ju'ac bat ién dot ngot,
chidu thing véo mat lém hdn nd dom dém, khong
th&y gi hét. Ti€nyg noi trich thwgng lai viing lén :

— Ramiré, avh tinh hén chua ?

Ramiré dui mét, dang di¢u ngo ngac. Hin
thot ra :

— Dauquat
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— Ramirg, gi ddy khong phdi lic anh kéa
dau. Néu anh ngoan ¢, anh cdn bjdau g&p trém
g8p ngan lin nira. .

< Thua, t6i ddu dam ngoan c8. Vigc lam hdi
‘'siing d& chirng minh cho st ngay thing va trung
thanh cua toi. : .

— Dirng ch8i nira, hdy thd nhan di, Ramire,

Tai sao anh khong d€n chd hen véi Mel ? Tai sao -

anh khong tuan theo chi thi cia Mel? (
Ramiré thé dai, e néo: e
— Kh3 qua, toi d& lip di, ljp lai hang chuc
l3n trén xe hoi trwéc khi toi day, Mel chwa bio
cho véi ong sao ? A, ong la ai ? Ong 14 thuong clp
cha Mel phai khong ? :

— La ai, anh khéng cin bi&t, anh khoéng duge
quyén bigt, Toi dit cau hoi, anh phdi trd 1¢i. Ramire,
anh néi di, toi sdn sang nghe.

— Thura, t6i kboog dam té&ichd hen vl qua sg.
'S¢ cong an kham pha ra toi dinh liu vao v tai nan
hang kbong. Ngoaira, toi lgi xff hd véi lwong thm.
Ba ngan d6la d5i voi toi Ja mot gia tal kéch si,
nhung 1ongtoi vin birt rit. Toi sinb truwéng trong
mot gia dinh lwong thi¢n, cha toi lam tidu chirc trong
qudn, kiém ti®n nuoi toi &n hoc, me t6i ban hang
viit ngoai chg. Tir nh6 d&n 16m, t6i chura h gigt mot
con vat. Ngay nay...tr&i oi, ngay nay, toi la ké skt
‘nhdn. -

— Anh quén ring ty anh di xin gia nhép t3
chirc, va chinh anh di tinh nguyén lam vi¢e ndy.

Ramiré néi, giong chua chat:
. Q¢
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— VAng, t6i nhin nhén 1 dd ky gidy xin gi
nhdp 13 chtrc: Ly do khi&n t6i theo oyng léytié:.’ 'Igél?
haim tién, nén mét cd lwong tri. D&n khi muda
thoat khoéi vong lwéi thl mudn rdi, qua mudn rsi.
Toi cwong quyét tir chdi cong viéc do ong Mel giao
cho. Vi téi khong da can dam gi&t nguoi. Phwong
chi gi&t hang chuc ngudi. v .,

— Anbh tir chdi sao kbong néi thing ra?

— Thuwa ong, Mel him doa r3ng tir chdi 1a
phan bdi. Hing thang, nhén tién, toi d4 ky vao bién
lai. Ong Mel de giri bdn sao nhitng t&m bién
lai &y cho cOng an va phén gian Pii lugt tan. Bj ép
budc, toi phadi tuan lénh. )

~ — Anh bi ép budc nén tim cich phén lai. Toi
di doc th¥u tdm can anh rdi, anh dirng 'gﬁr toi
nira, ‘

Mot chudi cuoi ghé ron ti&p theo. Ramire ¢am
thdy khi lanh daog lén & xwong sdng. -Ngon dén
quai ac 1am hin chdy nwéc mit. Hin vat nai :

— Ong c6 th& tit ngon dén nay dwoe khong?
Toi dau mit qua. ._ '

— Khai hét di r6i toi tit den.

Ramiré lai thé dai: . . :

— N&u ong khong tin, sang mai t6i s&. danh
cdp cuén biing nhya ghi Am cugc néi chuyén gira
dai ki®m sot phi trudng va phi cong Vité cho 6og
nghe: Ong thira bigt 14 moi cudc d8i thoai giira
phi co va dai kim soat &8y duwoc thu thanh wa -
c&t gitt vdo hd so. ‘

— NghTa l4 cong an Phi di nfm dwoc bing
chémg anh ra lnh sai cho phi co Caraven?
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— Troi oi, toi ngu qua. ThE ndo ho ciing
phing ra toi; Toi ch& mat.

— D3 ngu. D& hidu th& ma khong bigt. Trua
nay, mfy gio anh roi dai kiém soat ?

— Thua, nira gid sau tai nan. T

— Anh khoi lo r3i. Paong kiém soat -da o3

tung, duing mot gi¢ sau khi anh roi phx truong. .

Méy ghi 4m d8 chdy ra than. .

Ramiré thd phao ra :

— Ong lo li¢u chu d4o that. Csm on Ong.

Giong nei hach dich ti€p theo :

— Néu anh that tinh daab lira chi€c Caraven
xudng 18.000 bo, lac vao haah lang ctia phi co
phbng phéo, tai sao n6é via con nguyén ? Con phi
co phong phao lai tan x4c ?

— Phico phéng pbéo tan xac la chuyén di
nhién. Theo qui tic hang khong, hé ching may
cham nhau trén tr&i, cai nhd phdi nhwong cai
1on. Vi cai lén chd nhidu sinh mang hon, lal van
chuy&n chdm chap, khé6 khiin hon.

Liy chi€c Caravem bay 800 cdy s8 mét giv

céia Vité ra din chirag : & duwoi d&t, mudn tramh

tai nan, xe hoi phdi him lai, nhang & trén tréri phi
co khong the 1am nhw v4y. Diu mudn him nira.
hoa ti¢u cia chi&c Caraven phdi mit hon mot phit

rudi, dung hon, mot phit b8n mwoi lim gidy ddog

hd méi giam dwge 55 cAy 88 cho tdc lwe.

Con mit clia hoa tiéu trén chidc Caraven
thwong mii c6 tinh t& 14m cﬁng khong thidy dwoc
phi co phong phio trong tim ba, bdn cAy s8.
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Troi sang nay it mdy, phi cong Vité c6 th& nkin:
xa duge, nhung nhin théy ciing vo ich, vi ba, bdn:
cdy s8 ddi véi mot phico Caravene phong nhanb
oha tén chi chop mit la dén.

Gia st Vito nhin thily chic phi co phong phao,-
h4n ciing thuc thi chy chdt, vi khodng cica ba,
bda cay s& bai may bay chi mét 5 gidy ddng h3®
la dung nbau, ma theo sy tinh toin cia cic nha’
chuyén mon khong luwu thi ngudi phi cong lie
luyén nhit ciing phai cin 18 gidy dbng h8 méi cé:
thé tuw ciru ! Khi &y thi tai nan dd xay ra. 4

— V& 1y thuyét, t6i hodn toan ddng ¥y vo&i anh.
Nhung néu ly thuyét nay dung, chi€c Caraven da
tan tanh, hoic it ra ciing thiét hai niing n&. Tai sao
Vit6 con sdng ? Tai sao chic Caraven chi tdn thét
nhe ?

~— Thu that, t6i khong hign. Co6 1€ chige
Caraven di giip mot phép miu nhiém. Hoic gid
Vito 1a phi cong dai tai, tir xwra d&n nay chwa tirng,
thay. ;
Ramiré nin ling, nudt nwoc mitng. Hin lai
dui mit, dinh ohin xuyén qua lum sing xem ké
dirng sau 1a ai, nhung cang nhin hin cang chning

vang may mit. Su yén tinh trong pbbng lam
Ramiré lo ngai. Hin doan bigt doi bhidn dang:
duwoc quy#t dinh trong glév phit quan trong nay..
Hén ruén lén, giong ciu kbin :

— Thura dng, toi dd ¢8 giing hoan thanh nhlem,
vy. Xin ong xét lai ma minh oan cho toi. i

Loi van xin tha thiét cda hin dwgc dap lai

pa
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— Tréi oi, t6i ngu qua. ThE nao ho ciing
phing ra toi, Toi ché mat.

— B35 ngu. D& hidu th& ma khong bitt. Trua
nay, mfy gi¢ anh roi dai kiém soat ? :

— Thua, ntra gi¢ sau tai nan.

— Anh khoi lo rBi. Paong kiém soat da nb

tung, dung mot gid sau khi aanh réi phi truorng. .

May ghi am dd chdy ra than..

Ramiré thd phao ra :

— Ong lo lidu chu d4o that. CAm on Ong.

Giong noi hach dich ti€p theo :

— N&u anh that tinh daob lira chiéc Caraven
xudng 18.000 bd, lac vao hanh lang cia phi co
phéng phido, tai sao né via con nguyin ? Con phi
co phong phdo lai tan xac ?

— Phico phéng phéo tan xéc la chuy&n di
nhién. Theo qui tic hang khong, hé ching may
cham nhau trén troi, cai nhdé phai nhwong cai
16n. Vi cai lén ché nhidu sinh mang hon, lai van
chuy&n cham chap, kho6 khiin hon.

LAy chic Caravem bay 800 cdy s8 mét gi&

e

chia Vité ra din chumg : & duosi dét, mudn trash .

tai nan, xe hoi phédi him lai, nhung & trén troi phi
co khong the lam nhwr v4y. Diu mudn him nia.

hoa tiéu cda chiéc Caraven phai m&t hon m{t phit

rudi, ding hon, mot phit bdn mwoi lim gidy ddag
hd méi giam dwgc 55 cdy 88 cho tdc lyec.

Con mit clia hoa tiéu trén chi&c Caraven
thwong mdi co tinh t€ 14m cﬁng khong thay dwoc
phi co phong phao trong tim ba, bdn cay s8.
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Tr&i sang nay it mdy, phi cong Vité ¢6 thé nhin:
xa dugc, nhung nhin théy cfing vo ich, vi ba, bdn:
cdy s8 ddi véi mét phico Caravene phéng nhanh
nhe tén chi chép mét la dén.

Gia sir Vito nhin thy chiéc phi co phéng phao,?
hin ciing thuc tha chd chdt, vi khodng caca ba,?
bda cay “s6 bai may bay chi mat 5 gidy ddng h8?
la dung nbau, ma theo sy tinh toin cida cac nha?
chuyén mon khong luu thi ngu'o'l phi cong lde
luyén nhit ciing phai ciin 18 gidy d0ng hé méicé
thé tu ciru ! Khi €y thi tai nan di xdy ra. 0

— V& 1y thuyét, t6i hoan toan ddng ¥y v&i anh.’
Nhung n&u ly thuy&t nay dung, chic Caraven di
tan tanh, hojc it ra ciing thi¢t hai niing né&. Tai sao
Vit6 con sdng ? Tai sao chlec Caraven chi tdn that
nhe ?

— Thu that, téi khong bidu. Co 1€ chigc
Caraven di giip mot phép miu nhiém. Hoic gia:
Vito la phi cong dai tai, tir xwa dén nay chira tirng,
thay. ;
Ramiré nin ling, nudt nwé¢c miéng. Hin lai
dui mit, dinh ohin xuyén qua lam sing xem ké
ding sau 1a ai, nhung cang nhin hin cang choing.
vang may mit. Sy yén tinh trong phong lam
Ramiré lo ngai. Hin doan bit doi hidn dangs
dugc quyét dinh trong gidy phit quan trong nay..
Hin ruén lén, giong ciu kbio :

+ = Thua dng, t6i dd c8 giing hoan thanh nhi¢m,
vu. Xin ong xét lai ma minh oan cho toi.

L&ri van xin tha thigt ciia hin dwgc dap lgu

: ~ b
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bing mot trai thoi son ac liét vao dinh diu, Va

phu lic ndy, cdy thit ning n& va vo tri giac cda

Ramiré d3 xudng.

Ngudi ra 1¢nh cho Mel va Ramiré cé mot bé
cao qua khd, it nhit 1a mot thwoe tam. Hén dé
cao léu nghéu lai hui toc ngén, va méc bé au phyc
soc dai, may bo vao than hinh kh&ng khiu nén cang
cao léu nghéu thém. ,

Néu Ramiré nhan dwge khuon mét, bin con

kinh so hon nita. M4t ngudi la kho rim lai nhu
qué tao tau. Da mit cling den sam, riin reo, va sko
sti, cip mit to va sdc nhu dao, ham rdng khip
kh&nb, am vang ch&t nicotin.
Tenhin 1a Valp.
Lau tay vao vat 4o, Mel hdi, bo di¢u kinh cia :
— Thura 0ng, ¢6 cin dem 06 di thi tidu khong ?
Valép chura dap vdi. Khong bigt hén ling tai.

hay khong d&m xia toi cdu hdi cilia thuoe vién. Cur

chi cham chap- sir chdm chap ring ron cia %x¢
chuyén ngh? giét agudi - Valép cham di€u xi ga
Anlambora, hit mOt heird dai vao 18ng nguc
1ép kep. ~ - ,

Pirng ben, Mel nin thé, cho Iénh. Mot lat sam, |

Val€p ddng bing. rdinéi :

— Thong tha. '

Mel ngdi xudng gh&. Ngon dén sang quic di
tit, hai cAy dén 8ng trong trdrng vira duoc bt lén,
chifu xudng hinh thd thidu ndio cia Ramiré ndm
lim trén nén gach.

Valép di bach bd quanh phong, v¢ mit chira
diy lo nghi. Mel lén ti€ng :
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— Thua, toi di tim dugc dia di€m rét an ninh.
T6i s&8 ch¥ no xudng Tagaytay, budc da vao ngudi,
dwa xudng cand, lai ra khoi, ném xudng bién. N6
khong tai nao odilén dirge. Dao - ndy, ngodi khoi
Tagaytay c6 mot loai c& map an thit ngudi. Tuldn
trudc, mot cip vo chdng tim bi¥n bi ca mip cin
nat thay. Quiing Ramiré xudng bin, rach bung
hfn cho méu chiy ra, mui mau s€ goi ca mép toi.
Trong vong nira git, hin s& bi€n mat.

Valép dirng lai, xua tay : ,

— Khong, ta khong ciin giét bin. Anh mang

hin ra xe, tha hin xudng gin Thanh c8.

Mel trd mit trong vé sirng s8t vO bién :

— Thuwa, n&u hin phén thung, lam 1§ chuy¢n
thi nguy to. :

Val&p cudi :

— Anh sg bai 10 phdi khong ? Ngdy tho Hm.
Anh bi&t mOt ma chua biét hai. Trir phi cé khdi
6c biing d&t sét moi khong dit ra nghi vén vE tai
nan phi co xdy ra sing nay trén khong phén truwdng
bay Qudc té Mani. T bao nim nay, Mani chua
h& gip mét tai nan nao twong ty. Di nhién, phén
gian Philuat tan phai xia vao, mé& cudc didu tra todn
dien. Phin gian Phi d& d& y toi, khong 1€ d6i thé
cta talai 4n binh b#t ddng. Nb#t dinh ho pbdi
tim ra nguyén nhap. ' ‘

St viéc s& réi rim thém n&u ta ha sat Ramire.
Anh dirng quén Ramiré la diu mdi cia ndi vu.
Moi phia s& b xo toi hin d& di€u tra. N&u ta at
cho Ramiré trr do, ddi thd s# it nghi ngs ta hom
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— Theo ong, pkdn gian Phi dang nghi ngo ta
hay sao? ,

— Toi 44 néi nhidu 1in ma anh khong chin
ané. Phan gian Phila mét bon ldo luyén, c6 doi
tai va cai miii thinh 14m. Co th& tir lau r8i ho d&
phong phanh biét ta giao thi¢p véi Ramiré. Tay ho
bidt, ho cho ta ra tay m&i nhdy vao pha dam.
Theo nguyén tic so ding clia ngh€ gian diép, hé
ta diing Ramiré vao viéc danh lira Vito, ta phai ba
sat sau khi cong viéc hoan thanh. Ta khong ha sat
bin, phan gian s& khong the ngy vue ta nira.

— Nhung n&u Ramiré 18 c4o ta véi phan gian ?

— A, cai d6 1a digu toi dang can nhidc. Co thd
vi khéng dwoc linh ba ngan do la, Ramiré nbdi
cau va di td giac. Song t6i khong tin Ramiré dam
ngbi l¢ doi mach véi nha chire trach an ninh Phi.
Ramiré khon 18m, hin cidng dai gi cho diu vao
thong long. Lujt 1¢ & day rét nghi¢t ngd ddi véi
cong dan Phi hoat dong cho tinh bao ngoai bang.
Diu mudn diu kbong, Ramire s& bi buoc toi dong
18a sat phin va pha hoai an ninh qudec gia.

Ra toa, h#in kho thoat tdi tir hinh. Mudn sdng,
b&n phdi ngdm miéng. V& lai, hén cé t3 giac, ta
cing chiig ngai. Mién 1a anh tueo ding chi thi
ciia toi trong vu nay. Anh co giit tuy¢t d8i bi mat
khong ?

— Thua c6. Tir khi nhdn 1énh ti€p xdc véi
Ramiré toi nay, t0i luon luon d& phong phia
gian theo d&i. Ti®n dwa cho Ramiré la do la mua

& Huong cing. Moi cudc ti€p xic deéu di&n ra
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troag khu Thanh cd, tai nhitng noi t8i om, va toi
di dung kinh hdng ngoai tuy®n 4& kbam pha dai
phwong. ,

— Con chi€c tic xi ché Ramirs ?

— Toi dach cip duge gin ciu Binondo, va
ddi s3 gid. Toi deo giing nén khong d& lai diu
tay. :

—~ Duwgc. Nfu anh bdo mat chu dao, toi
khong lo ngai nita. Ramiré c6 dién khiuing, 8 gisc
ta v&i phan gian ciing vo ich, hoan toan vo ich.
Ho kiong thd phing ra chingta la ai. Thé bin ra,
k& ciing kha ngay hi®m, nhung ngwoc lai, ching
ta duoe loi khong it. Hin s€ la ming tait thom
tho ma nha thié¢n xa da mwu treo lo lirng trén biy,
chd thd dir téi. Nha thién xa khon ngoan nay la
ta. -
— Thua, 6ng dinh ding Ramiré lam cai mdi
dir dich ?

— Dung.

Val&p thich chi cudi vang.

Mel cii xudng, x8¢ Ramiré lén vai, thodn
thoit ra ngoai, Ting dong co ndi 1én, rdi bit din
trong bong dém day dic. Chidc tic xi t8i tan bing
Vo trai tim rao rirc cia thanh phd lac thu Mani.

Valép tiit h&t den trong phong.

Hin buéc nhé nbhe ra vudn, mét kha vuon
réng ménh mong, diy huwong hoa va gié mat.

H#n huyt sdo miéng. Ttr bong tdi dic sjt, vi
ra mot khdi den di dongto lon, :

XY
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D6 12 mot con ché x1, loai sénddo (1), c& lon,
l6ng 14 ram ri. Loai bet-gi¢ nay dugc hu#n luyén
riéng d& gi% nha va bdo v¢ chi nhan. Val&p au
y&m cii xudng hon cai tai vénh va nhon cia con
ché than tin. Con sénddo ghu ghu lén mot ti€ng
wu ai,

Valép khong dit tén riéng cho con ché. Hia

chi goi n6 1a s¥nddo. Nghe chi kéu, con bet gie
dd s0.nhdy chdm 1én, d0i mét long lanh, Judi dai
thé ra. ; :
Val&€p vubt ve mém con ché, N6 quy xudng,
om My chii. Con s¥ynodo ndy la ban ddng hanh
lau néim va dic luc ciia Val€p trong d&i tinh béo
vao sinh ra tir. Hon mot lin, hdn thoat ch& nhe&
s can thi¢p chép nhoang va gan da clia con bet-
gié. Co con ché bén canh, Val€p cidm thdy khiu
sing luc chi 12 mén d5 choi danh cho con nit.

Hin tir bi€t c6é nhidu k& tha. Va ké tha nao
cfing tim cach gi&t hdn. Nhwng truoc khi giét Val&p
ho phai gi&t con s¥nodo. Trong qua khir, nhidu x4c
chét vo danh di nim vit ngoai vudn cd bi ngoam
diat. Budi sang, Val&p sai Mel dae mot cai hd, ném
x4c xudng, rdi viai 4t lai, trdng hoa hdng 1én trén,

Valép nhiin vai, ti€n v8 phia ga-ra, bén trong
c6 ba chi€c xe hoi cec manh. Vinh Mani & xa,
nhung gi6 mat ngodi bién vdn thdi rdo rdo vao
biét thuw. '

. Tir ngoi nha k& c4n, vira ndi 1én mot di¢u ludn
vii mé man. Valp lién tudng d€n mot c6 ghi lai
Tay ban nha khda than o3m thu®a trén ném tring
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tinh. Gai dep 14 mén #n m3i dém cha Valép. Pém
nay, hin phai thué mot cin phong gin may lanh
sang trong trong thi trin Pasay. Vi bin s€ ném
vao mit b8i hai trim pés6é d& cung cfp cho hin
mot ngudi dan ba tuyét dep. :

Valép cudi thlim trong bong tdi.
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