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Chic P&limit mau xarh [4 ma, chay tir tir
qua dai 10 Lennon (1), r8i ngirng lai, bén thim
¢6 xanh ron nhuw san « gon ». Vin Binh mé& cira
cho nang buéc xudng.

Ning 1a mot thifu phu trac 25, cai tudi ma
dan ong lin 19n wa thich vi dd gidu kinh nghi¢m
va trudng thanh trong tinh truedng. Da nang khong
ngdm ngim nhu nhidu ngwei dan ba Phi ludt tén.
Trai lai, tring mudt nhu trirng ga boc. Cé 1€ nang
lai Tay ban nha.

Viin Binh hdi :

— Chung minh xudng day, rSi di by vio nhé ?

Thigu phu nboén miéng cudi, gat diu. Cip
mit nang to va tron, l6ng mi nhén tao phl ldp,
ndi bat trén khuon mit trai soan. Nh& cai quiing
den v& rit khéo biing bit chi lam dep, miét nang
cing to vA tron thém, khi€n Viin Binh xao xuyén
tam thadn khi gip nang l&n diu,

(1) Lennon Road, mét dai I ngoan myc & Baghis~
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Vin Binh chwa bao gi di nghi mat mo6t minh.
Néua khOng c6 ban gai quen thén, chang ciing c8
deo bong thém mot trai nii lra nguyén tir. Song
Iin nay chang ddm ra ghét dan ba la thuong. Cai
ch& dau thwong clia nang Leuam va nang May
trén dudng thoat khoi tay dich & Vang Vieng giira
ving rirng ndi Ai lao trung diép con dim nét
trong tri nhé ciia chang. Chang mudn thinh thai
it lAu d& sdng voi nhitng kY niém cii.

Nhitng ky niém goi cam nay di tan bi€n khi
Yin Biah gip Luz.- o

Chang gip nang sing nay trén dinh dbi
Baghio.

Nang cling thué phéng trong khach san Thong
Reo nhu chauvg. Thong Reo (1) la lir quan sang
trong bic nhét, thuéngdanh cho cac nha triéu pon
tir Mani hodic tir kbip noi trén Dong nam & d¢n dbi
gio, tam quén chudi ngay lam vi¢c met méi.

-Budi séng, nhu thudng I¢, chang dang 4n diém
tam mot minh bén 10 swdi lén, thi Luz toi.

Nang kéo gh€ ngdi xudng cai ban phia hitu
cha chang. Chang khong rd nang vo tinh hay cé
¥ kbi nguéc mit 1én nhin chang. Dau nang cd y,
chang ciing khong cin quan tAm. Duoc ngusdi dep

~ ngBi bén la di, chang khong mudn nhoc cong tim

toi nira.

Khi troi sang som lanh 180 bdng &m hén lén.
Toan thén nang nhir ti&t ra sirc nong. Khuon mit
ki®u diém clia nang t0a chidu hao quang chéi loi,
khi&én ching m¢ mit. '

(1) téc 15 khach spn Pines Hotel. g ke
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Nang bén 40 ni-16ng méng dinh, bé sat ldy
thdn hinh can dgi va ciing cirng. Nang vit 4o long
bing vidong tring lén thanh gh%, mau tring cia
vidong lam tiing mau tring ndn na cla da nang.

Thiy chang, Luz nghiéng diu chao, didm thém
By cudi rit twoi. Lé thudng, dan ong chao dan ba,
ft khi dan ba chao dan 6ng truéc. Vin Binh voi
vang dirng day dap 13,

Nang tu giti thi¢u biing ti€ng Anh thanh thét
nhur chim: '

— Han hanh dwgc quen 6ng, Tén t6i la Luz.

Vin Binh dap:

~Thira, toi 12 U Mén, nguoi Dign dién. Quen
¢6 13 vinh du 1én cho toi.

Nang cudi twoi nhr hoa hdng né trén ddi
Baghio : ‘ ,

— Xin 13i 6ng, t6i 1a ba Luz. !

Viin Binh cuoi bing mit: ’

— Thanh that xin 13i ba. Ba tré qua, khong
ngudi din ong nao dam goi la ba.

Luz néi ngay:

— Ong keu toi biing co ciing ching sao. Toi
ghét sdng go bo trong 1& nghi nhue mot ba ménh
phu. Blng chirng 12 t6i mé nhac bit-ton, wa th
thao va nhdy tugt. '

— Ba ciing c6 s& thich gi8ng toi.

— Kia, 6ng lai khach s4o nita. T6i dang con
tré, ong goi la ba lam t6i gia thém 10 tudi.

— Xin 161 ¢0 Luz.

~— C6 th& chir. Ong méi t&i Baghio 13n dim
phéi khong ? , SRR

L RN
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— Véang, t6i 1a du khéch.

— Ne&u toi khong 13m, 6ng 1a nguei Dai Loan.

Da s8 du kbach d&n nghi hé¢ & ving nui sang
trong nay la thwong gia triéu phu Pai Loan. Vin
Binh 1ic diu : '

— Téi la nguéi Di&n dién.

— O Dién, dien. Toi chwa sang thim qui qudc
13n nio. Nghe néi phu nit nuéc ong dep 1dm phai
khong ?

— Con thua co6 rt nhidu.

— Toi x&u lim. Oog dirng khen qua 1&4, lam
toi kiéu ngao thi nguy. .

- Vidn Binh chwa kip dap, nang d@ chuyén
sang chuyén khéac :
- — Ong th€y Baghi6 th& nao ?

— Phong canh rdt hitu tinh. T6i mudn & day
méi. '

— Nhigu du khach ciing nhan xét nhu ong.
Chi phi&n & diy chua dwgc hoan toan an ninh.
Ban démra dodng, dan ong bi méc vi, dan ba bi
gidt xic la thuéng.

— Dugc ngdi bén mot tuyét sic giai nhan nhw
0, c6 mit mOt tram cai vi, toi ciing khong mot 1oi
ti€c nudi. '

Luz cadi ron tan :

— R&i Ong coi. D&n khi m%t vi, khong duge
kéu ddy.

Thdy nang dirng day, Viin Binh héi :

— Ong nha chwra xudng 4 ?

— Khong, nha t6i dang & Mani,
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Ning cbi chai la ve trénban clia Vin Binh:

— Ong ciing ua logi bia San Miguel ndy a?

— Vaag. Toi thich 1im. S6ng & chau A, ngudi
lich l&m nao ciing phdi thudmg thirc bia San

Miguel. Bia ndy ngon ldm. Theo toi, con ngon
%

hon nhidu thir bia ndi ti€ng & Dirc.

— Ong no1 dung. Bia San Miguel cb mot

hwong vi d0c dao, it thir nao sanh kip. D& toi

bidu 6ng mot két bia rieng, danh cho nham vu-:{ :

cao cipcia hiing.
— Ong nba la... .
— Vang, nha toi la mdt trong céc nhdn vién

didu khitn cong ty San Miguel. 5

Vin Binh gi& giong tan tinh :

— Co dep th& nay, chicong y con tré 1im,

Nang sa sAm nét mit s

— Khong, nha toi lon tudi rdi, nén it khi lén
day voi toi. Nha toi cho riing Baghio 14 noi noé
dda ctia bon thanh nién vo tw ly. Thanh ra toi &
diy mot minh. ‘

Viin Binh chot hi2u. Luz 1a din hinh ciia 16p
dan ba dep l&y chBng gidu nhuag gid, nén thich
phitng miu tinh vun tho mong voi bon trai khoi
ngo6, khoe manh, va dn n6i ngot ngao nhw chang.
Cé 18 nang sinh trudng trong mot gia dinh ting
thidu, 16n 1&n nang phdi di lam pubi céc em, va

@inh c& duge duwa vao lam thr ky cho héing la ve -

San Miguel.
Vin Binh tudng twong ra mot budi sang diy
«nfng, Luz rén rén buoc vado phong gify San
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Miguel. Troi dang néng dd bb hai, nhan sfc la
ling ciia Luz lam cho cin phong ngat thé mat
roi, T*r_u'm.lg ban nhiin vién. mét ngu&i dan ong
cc’:u cbi, gidt minh khi thdy nang vao. Y khoug
cdn hoi nang hoc dé€n dau, n&ng bigt danh may
va t8c ky hay khong, ma cbi dwa cho nang mot
tor gn?y, bdo ghi tén tudi, va chd &, kem theo
tdim anh bén. thin méi nhit. Va m#y ngay sau
nang :hr(_)-‘::. moi dén nhdn vi¢e, véi mot ‘sné ]uaué
hiu hi. R&i ~n=‘i{1g nghiém nhién nbdy lén chirc thuw
ky riéng cho 6ng chii. DT nbién 13 ong chd di c6
vo — mot ba vo vira gia, vira xfu lai mic bénh
ghen b#t tri, nén ¢6 thu ky tré ming, va dep nhw
tién nga danh phdi ai an lén lut, o

Nang hoi giong tinh nghich :

— Ong dang nght gi thE ?

Vin Binh cuei :

— Ngh1 déa co.

— Ong cirng néi d&i, Toi bi

g ¢l . Toi biét ong dan hi

dén chong toi. Tuy nhién. ong dirng nboai. Nghéngto:'
khong can thi¢p d&€n s thich riéng ciia toi

Lin nay, nang x6 gh¢ dirng da in Bi

' . g day. Van Binh cii

dirng 1én theo. Chang dwa nang lén phOng.m] e

‘D.o., mot ngdu nhién ti&n dioh, phong hai
ngudi & ddi dién nhau. Luz xin 13i :

— Toi ciin thay a0. N&u 6ng k '

- - - h

xin m&i ong di dao mot lat. 8 khong bin vike,

Cho dung 5 phut, Van Binh g cita. Cira khong

do6ng. Buéc vao. chang giat minh duug sitng. Cai

40 nang méi thay la mot thanh cong ky digu cha
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nghé thudt 1am dep. Lan vdi méng dimh, théa kim
tuy&n, dd ton thém maun da tring mudt, va than
th® cAn d3i clia nang. Sau lan vdi mOng dinb,
chang thfy rd cai xu chiéng dua ding ten, dudng
phir chi duge mic 1dy 1¢, vi hai phin ba b) ngyc
no tron di hiénra 15 19, gidng nhiur loai #o pho
nguc vira dirge trinh bay tai Au chau.

Luz dirng yén cho chang ngém. Chang sujt
804 : : :

— Co6 dep qua. :
¢ Nang cim ldy tay chang : -

— Kbéng 18 mot ngudri dan ong lich thi¢p nhwr
Ong ma chi bigt khen dep thoi u ? -

Vin Binh ti’n dén truéc mit nang :

— N&u co6 cho pbép.

Luz ngbi xudng ghé, cip mit goi cadm vin
khony roi chang.

Viin Binh djt tay lén vai nang, r3i nim 1&y
doi vzi tron trinh ngon lanh, kéo nang dirng ddy.
Luz dirng diy nhw bi thoi mién. Chang dua vao
nguoi nang, mit nang up vao nguc chang. RSi dot

nmén, chaing nang nang lén nbw coa hip be ti

hop, '0n that manh vdo mi¢ng nang.

‘Nang hé miéng ra, mit lim dim, cAnh mii
phap phdpg. Ngudi nang cirng do nhir bi té liet.
Bdng nang run lén, run 1én, r8i 0m cirng 1y chang,
thét lén trong con sung swéng vO bién:

— Anh oit

Vin Binh diu pdng ndm dai xudng di-ving.
Cudc doi bach chién, bach thing ddi voi m§ nhds
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ca chang vira thém mot chi€n lgi phdm quf ba;:
Luz. o :
000

Chi€c xe Hoa ky sang trong, méi nguyén ci

. u
khach san ché hai nguai tx’wgoéi c;'ra. B *
. Tir ngady 1én Baghio, sing nde Vin Binh ciing
l&g xe téi moOt cOng vién cheo leo trén mdém nii
dé chiém ngudng canh ddi hing vi, va md ,
chéi 10a bén dudi. ; e vang

Xe dirng lai, Vin Binh sanh vai Luz vao mét
con dudng nhd. H&t con dwémg nhd, mot t&m
bdng nho d& chir Mines View Park (1), kém theo
miii tén chi.

Baghio 14 moét thanh phd nghi mat xdy c#t
trén ngon d8i lén, nén duong di ngodin ngoto va
hidm trd. D&n Mines View Park, du khach c6 cim
gidc 1a lac chan vao hir v6. Vitéi day 1a hét
duong. Pbia treoc la vye sau thim th&m, phoi
ba}:.tu'ng lér? quing vang 6ng anh dué mét troi
budi sang. Trén diu du kbach, nhitng dam may
ma,u hong bay lwgn 14 luét, nhe dang sa xudag
ch¢ du khéch lén thuong ting vil try...
. M4t tdng d4 16n, x0e tron ra nhir c4i mam treo
ling lang trén khong, dinh véo con dudng, dirng &
trén co th& nhin xuéng mé kim khi duge rd rang.
Luz dya va lan can bling gd, vé mit mo mong:

— MA4. lin lén day, em lai budn budn, ann a.

— Tai sao? '

() Mines View Park 1i cé ié '
tht nhin et oo 13 cdng vién ding & ,dé ¢6

8
iy

. N 5 . ¥3
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— Em khong hidu 1y do. Cé 1€ th&y minh qua
nhd bé trudc vii tru bao la.

— Em cfing biét lam tho nita w? ;

— DT nhién: Nguoi Phi ndo ciing c6 . giong
méu thi si. Thi ca v 4m nbac 1a 2 dic tinh ciaa
dan toc em. N&u anh co dip v& viing qué, dr mot
cudc khiéu vii, anh s& thily ddng bao em mo mong
chirng nao. Ai ciing them nhdy, ai cing theém yéun
ca.

Vin Biah lai kéo nang vao long. Nang ngoan
ngodn ric diu vao vai chang. Mt troi ving loé
budi sang vin xuyén qua dam may hag rgc rd,
chifu xuéng mé vang 6ng 4nh phia dwéi. Chang
tir tir hon vao moi nang.

Chang khong dé y dén mot bac the 4nh nip
sau ting d4, mim mi¢ng cwdi rf rém. Moi hai ngudi
vira dinh nhau, may dnh kéa « tich » mot ti€ng
nhe.

Bang hoang, Vin Binh nglng diu lén. Linb
tinb ngh& nghi¢p thizc daytrong long chang. Béc
thg anh 12 phép chao chang :

— Birc dnh dep qua. k)

Vin Binh hi, giong gay git : ;g

— Ai cho anh chyp ? r

Luz xen v&0: : '

— & day, nguoi ta chyp dnh I th

R3i quay sang phia nhip dnhvién :

— Béc doi bao nhiéu ti¥n ?

— 20 péso, cd phim, 6 t&m.

Nang ném cho hin 30 ddng bac Phi. Bic the
3nh cAp lung chio cung kinh. Niug ra W¢nh :

~D
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— Chi2u mai, mang lai khach san Thong Reo
cho toi. '

Bac thy dnh dao chao lin nita rdi di khuft
vao con dudng nho. Via Binh va Luz tung tidng
quay lai xe hoi, nhu cip tinh nhan doi muoi.
Duéi lan ph&n min, pha mau ning trra hdng hdag,
ning dep mot cach boi thudng, va tudng nhur la
mot thidu phy 18 tudi. )

Xe hoi chay tir tir qua « dinh thr mua hé» (2) )
ciia tdog thdng Phi luit taa. BE ngoai, trong tira
tira nowr dinh Doc 18p cii & Saigon. duy loa hon
ahiZu, b kinh, um tdm, va mat mé hoa nhiéu. Hai
béa, vun vit nhitog cAy thong cao agdt, xanh rén. .
Long Vin Binh lang lang nhu ngudi ngoan dao
vira thu t0i xong & nha thd voi cha sé.

Ngdi bén, Luz dang cuoi bing ngdm miéag lai.
Cir chi thé thdin ciia nang chirng to nang co tam
sy mudn néi song khong ti¢a néi. Co6 1€ nang nhé
t6i gior vui sdp bét. Budi chidu. Vin Binh s& gid
tir Baghio, va di nhién la gid tir luoa nang, gid tir
khong bi#t dén bao giv tai ngo. Chang dd néi voi .
nang. va nang thé dai khong dap.

Noi ngay nay, chSog nang s& c6 mit & Baghio.
ThZ 1a hét... Thoat tién, chang cam thdy ti&c nudi,
nhong sau mot hbi suy nghT, chang cho xa cich -
12 bay. Chang khong th cam tam loi kéo dan ba
¢6 chdng vao vong sa ngil, diu Luz chi 14 vo biu
diiu chBng nang vira gia, vira xdu, nang khong h&

(7) Mansion Housé.Mia néng. tdng théng r&i dinh thy
Malacanang & Maai va lén Mansion House 6 Baguio.
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yéu, nang phii om £p 2 bdn rit tidn bac. Va loi,
ngh& nghiép vao sinh ra tir clia chang khong cho
phép k&t thaa voi-dan ba dep ,nhdt 1a dan ba dep
ngoai qudc. 7

Daog dién budn b, Vin Binh dwa ning ve
khach san. Om chang hon, dOt nhién oang thét
1n: _ i

— Tr&i, suyt nita, em quén. Em phdi ra ga
don xe lira tir Mani Ién. :

Ra d&n cira, ning quay lai, hon gié chang Iin

nita. Vin Binh thé dai, n3m vit xubng giwdng,
men ¢&i con hdn don, v& chai huyt ky con nguyén
trén ban dém. ci th& cho vao migng. 4

Kuou manh thom thom chdy Bng. O0c vao
cudng hong chang. Vin Binh n&c mdt hoi b&t nira
chai. Poan, chang rit m¢t di€u Salem quen thude.

Chang ngi thi€p di hic ndo khong bigt.

Khi chang tinh diy, d5ng h8 di chi 3 gi&
chiu. Con 20 phit nita, chuyén mdy bay thuong
1¢ s& roi Baghio6. Chang quén khong din nén b3i
phong khong danh thire. S _

Vin Binh nhée dién thogi goi nhfn vién ti€p

tan. 5 phut sau, ngwdi quin 1y khich san cung

kinh m& cira vio, trinh chang cai héa don tidn
phong va tidn #n. Vui v&, Vin Binh m&i vién

quén 1y nhi nhin mdt di€n Salem i rat vi iy

Tay chang bdng run lén. Tii.qulin sau cia

chang 1ép kep, cii vi ddy cOm d§ bién d\An mih
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Chang thir nguwdi, ngdi xudng giwéng. Vén
c3n than — sy clin thin do ngh¥ nghiép gay ra — i
chang luén luén luu y d€n gifdly t& tdy than. Panh -
ring & Baghio c6 nhidu ké cdp — biing chirng 1A
tai nhi€n noi céng cOng c6 y&t thi yéu clu du
khach th4n trong — déan bi v6 nay vé phic cham
vao Vin Binhla bi don xidng lidng.

Hom moéi d€n, chang dang nhin nha trong cho,
trueéc quiy hang ban mii vai va xic may cho du
khach, thi mdt tén anh chi rén tay vao tii quin
sau cia chang. Dgi cho cai vi dwoc rit ra khoi ti,
chang méi quay ngo#t lai, tom lfy tay tén gian,
bé glp ngén tay cai cta hin trong mot th€ nhu
dao théong thuwéng nhwng nguy hiBm. Hin la troi
dm §. Mdy phit sau, chang méi chiu thi, song
khong quén x06 nhe mQt cdi. Tén in cip b&t hanh
ngd chui xudng rdnh nwéc bin thiu. Tir 46, dan
« m3i » & Baghio d8u chwong mit chang.

D3&i phwong phiing ra chang rdi chang ? Chang
voi bac bb gid thuyét nay ngay. Vién Binh sang
Phi luat tdn duéi tén gia va thong hanh gid. Va
lai, chang di nghi mat, khong phdi di cong tac.
Chang con nhé rd mSn mot : hic di choi véi Luz
trén mOém nui, cai vi bing da c4 sfu céon nim
trong tii chang. Vi sau khi bon nang, chang ngdi
xudng phi€n da, con thdy cSm cOm sau lung.

Mot tia sang nhen nhim trong 6c. Li¢u co
thé th€ dwgc chiing ? Van Biah kbo g dim nghf
thém nita. Vi n€u la sy that, thi sy that nay di
xdy ra qua phii phang. ,

N . D iG e
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Xua dudi ¥ ngh7 den t8i ra khdi éc, Viin Biah

¢d niu l&y hy vong la chang bé quén trén giwong.
Co6 thd trong khi ngii. chang ndm nghiéng, caivi

roi xudng dét, Cling c6 thd mét anh bdi ham tiém,
thdly cai vi diy bac, nim ténh hénh trén san nha,

da nhit lay, gidu di.

Vin Binh It ném giwdng, mé ngén kéo ban

dém va th 4o tim kim, song khong thdy hdn via

_cai vi than yéu dau h&t. Vién quin ly thdn nbién

theo ddi cir chi cia Vin Binh, vé mit diy thi¢n
cim, dudng nhir di quen voi cinh du khach miét
vi tin.

Vin Binh thd dai danb swot :

— Toi dinh thanh toan ti&n phong d& ra phi
treong. nhung bay gio thi khong dwge I‘Bi.‘T.O:l
khong hién sao bop phoi clia t6i lai mit. T

Vién quan 1y boi, giong 1& do: '

— Thua, ong m#t & dan? Néu mit trong
khéch san, chiing toi s€ goi tham tir ciia khach san
t&i, didu tra gitm ong. Khach san Thong Reo rit

ding din, bbi phong d¥u duge chon loc cin thin, -

Bdng Vin Binh reo lén: . 4

— To6i nho ra rdi. HOi ndy, trréc khi l1én phong,
t6i eon rut vi, bifu nguoi tai x& cua khach san 5

péso. , - b
— Nghia la 6ng bi m#t trong khach san? =

— T6i khong néi thé. Tuy nhién, tir lac rdixe -
hoi 1én phong, t0i chua di dau, cling chwa gip ,:ﬁi :

cd. o
— Ong c6 nghi cho ai khong?
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— Khoéng. ’
— Thara, hbi ndy 6ng 1én mot minh hay véi
ai? :
Vin Binh td vé khé chius’ _ aF ,
— Lén mdt minh. , ‘
Vién quédn ly ra hanh lang, goi bSi, va ra i¢nh.
bing thd ng. Vin Binh méi cham xong didu:
thudc, mét thanh nién cao lon, mét sang quic, xd
cira vao. &
Vién quén ly gioi thiéu: o
— Thwa day 12 tham tir riéng cda khach san.s?'
Vin Binh thuit chuyén m#t vi ti®n cho viéni
thim tir nghe. Y chim chu nghe, 16ng may nhiu
lai. Nghe xong, y nhin thing vao m&t Vin Binh:
— Xin 15i 6ng vl toi phai dit lai cAu hoéi hoi
ndy clia vién quin ly: ong ciing lén phong véiai 9
Viin Binh git: '
- — Toi tudng cac 6ng cd tinh lai sw ngo vue
v& ba Luz thi phdi. Vi, hon ai h&t, cac ong phaid
hiéu rd chan gia tri ctia ba Luz. A .
Vé kinh ngac hién trén mit vién tham tdr: :
— Thura, ba Luz1a ai? e
Bén lugt Van Binh kinh ngac: ' >
— Trdi, Ong la tham t&r cia khach san ma

khong biét ba Luz la ai v? Chdng ba ta la nhan

vién trong ban giam ddc cong ty rwon bia danh
ti€éng San Miguel. B
Tham tir néi: ’ , L
— Thwa, t6i lam & day hon 8 ndm, va d&
nhé mit hang van ngudi khach. Tuy nhién.y
1in ddu toi nghe tén ba Luz.
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Vién Binh cang khé chiu thém:

— Phong ba Luz & ngay trieéc phong toi. Bay
gio, cac ong dd biét ba Luz la ai chwa?

Vién quin ly duwa hai tay l1én troi, ra ddng

_ tuyét vong. Con vién tham tir thSt ra mét tiéng
thé dai chua chat. Viin Binh nhin vai :

— Céac 6ng khongtin toi hay sao?

Vién quén ly dap : ‘

— Thua 6ng, ching téi dau dam v 12 voi quf
khéch, Toi hoan toan tin vao l&i néi clia ong. S&
di toi ngac nhién vi Ong vira nhiic dén mot thi€a
pbu khong phdi la ba Luz. _

— Tén th4t ctia nang la Luz. i

Thém tir noi : o

— Ong bi lira r3i. Tén nang la Lévita.

— C6 1& nang s¢ toi biét tén that, bdt lgi cho
nang, nén phai néi gid la Luz. Diu sao ning ladan
ba c6 chdng danh gia, t6i khong mudn nang bi
ch8ng trach méng.

Tham tircuadi ron ri ¢ 4
. = Lavita ching c6 chdng con gl h&t. Nang
khong c6 phong trong khach san. Néu nang mudn
thue, ban giam d8c khach san ciing khong thé ti&p
dén nhitng nit du kbach nhu nang. - :

— Ong noi sa0? Luz la gi giang h8 u?

— Bio 1a gai giang hd thl khong dung. Nhung
that ra ciing gin nhw th€ Truwoc Ong, mot 38 do
khach d& 1am vdo hoan cédnh mét ti¥n sau mot
chuyZn di choi v&i nang. Nang 12 tay danh bac cy

pbach & khu trac ting Pasay. Hang nim, d3u moa
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he, nang thwong c6 mit & day, thinh thodng méi
lén khach san Thong Reo #n diém tim. Ching toi
khony thé truc xudt naag vi nang chwa h& to hao
d&n vi ti®n cta du khach & day. VA lai, ong nghf
coi, nang dep qua, dep ngoai miuc tudng twong
clia con ngwol, it aicé can dam néi ning v6i nang,
diu la toi, ngudi c6 trach nhiém bado vé an ninh
cho du khach,

?— Tai sao nang vao cin phong ddi dién véi
toi 7 .

— Thwa, do6 tA phong mét o6ng giam ddc
cong ty vo tuy¥n truyén hinh. Ong ta r&t me
nang. M&i lin 6ng lén Baghio, nang d¥u dé&n
thim, va & lai -mot ngay. Theo s di€u tra riéng
cia khéch san, méi l&n nhw th&, niang dugc hang
van péso. :

— N&u vay, 1€ ndo nang ldy vi ti€n cda t6i ?

— Y s7 cho t6i biét nang mific mot banh tam
Iy la ling: bénh &n cdp vit (1). Vao khach san,
nang throng 1y madng nia gifu vao trong xic.
Mic diu nang c6 trong x3c hang ngan péso. Vv

— Tai sao sang nay cac o6ng khong cho to6i
bi&t ? ’ ’

— Xin 18i ong, chung t6i tedng Ong quen
nang d& lau. Toi ngdi & géc phong dn nhin ra,
thdly nang vira d&n di chao hoi 6ng rit than mat.
RO6i Ong lai dua nang lén phong. Thua, ong mit
cé thay bao nhiéu? .

* (1) tiéng Phsp 15 kleptomanie. Bénh 3n c3p vit ndy,
nhiév nguwei thegng leu méc phdi, mubn chea trj phdi
dong phép phin thm hoc. '
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— Chirng sdu ngan péso. .
— Cha, E:bn ti!?: lb?n quk. Toi bi&t chd tim
ning & Mani. N&u ong cho phép...

— Thoi, khong cin.

— La that. Ndm ngohi, mft du khach ‘m.it
sach ti€n voi nang ma vin vui vé nhu hoi. Gi¥
dén lwot 6ng. Chic nang c6 mot sec hip din lg
lung.

8Viin Binh ném din Salem vao da dwog tan :

— Phi8n céc Ong goi di¢n thoai ra béng nfﬁy
bay hiiy céi vé di Mani h¢ toi. Toi cin danh dién
in v& Mani 1y tido. A

Vién quén ly noi, giong nhd nhin:

— Thwa, ndu 6ng ban viée, xin cir dap mﬂy.
bay v& Mani ngay. Con 10 phit nita, phi co méi
roi san, '

— Con vé&n dB tién nong?

— Khong sao. Bao gio 6ng thanh toén ciing
dugc. V& Mani, n&u tién, xin 6ng ky cho ching
t0i mOt cai chi phifu, ri nh¥ ngan hang chuydn
vao troeong muc ciia khach san. Bing khong, sang
nim, c6 dip tr& lai Baghio, Ong thanb toan ciing
duge. .

— Sy tin nhiém ciia cic Ong lam t6i cdm
dong. Toi thanh th§t cam on Ong.

Vién quén 1y cdi diu chdo: ‘

— C6 1in mdt o6ng khach m#t hét tién, ching
t6i phdi mua vé va dwa thém ti€n nira Ba thang
sau, tir Dong kinh, ong khach giri qua trd, va
kem theo tidn thudng cho nhén vién khéch san.
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Thua ong, Thong Reo la nei ti&p rudc du khach
thuwong Iuwu, xin Ong dirng ban long v& nhitng chi
tiét nhd mon. Toi s& ra lénh cho bdi lén mang
hanh ly cilia 0ng xudng. ’

Hai ngudi xudng nha, Vin Binh céon dim
minb trong sy suy nghT vin vo. Gi# day, chang
mdi thdy minh ngéc. Néu Luz la vo mot chii hing
gidu c6, nang phdi c6 nha riéng & Baghio, 18 nao
phai thué budng tai 1 quan Thong Reo, va dang
xe hoi clia khach san d& du n.oan! Sy taé gidn dj

‘nhur vdy ma Van Binh khong bigt. Thi ra nhan sic

khuynh thanh cda thig¢s phuy dd lam Vin Binh
nhut tri xét doan, thuéng rét sic bén.

Diu sao, chang ciing tr& vé Mani. Chang ngiv
Baghio r8i. Vin Dbi€t khach san cho chang
chiu, nhiwrng chang chuwa bi&t s€ dao dau ra tien dé
thanh toan. Chang gid v& no6i danh dién tin la d& do
xét vien quan ly. That ra, chang khong quen ai
& Phi luat tan. K& ca nhan vién trong 16a dai sir
Viét Nam. Vi trong gidy xu#t ngoai, cbang d& doi
tén gia. '

Chang chi con cach v& Mani, goi dién thoaj
thing cho 0ng Hoang, xin chugdn tidn g&p. Mit
khac, chang phai tim ra Luz, d& phat mét cai that
manh vao vAi mong trén tria clia nang. Cudc giip
g0 ngén ngili véi Luz di mang lai cho chang
nhitng pbit thdn tién, song chang phii té thai do
r5 rét & nang khong coi chang la thanh nién dai
ghi.

Mit Viin Binb bdng néng hirng huc : chang

- viranhé6 Iai mét cir chi Id loi cia nang trong luc
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truy hoan. Nang ﬁgoan hgbiﬁ nim dai trén giwdng

hai tay nang mit chang lén, dit vdo mo6i mot cai
hon ndy lira.

Trong ltc hon, nang 16 vé sung swéng tét bue,
budng thdng hai tay xudng ném. Khi &y, ching
nghe ti€ng dOng nhe & tii quin sau. Chang tudng
Luz mon trén lrng chang. Ngo dAun, nang loi dung

gidy pbit thiin tién ndy dé ph8ng nhe cai vi diy -

tién cia chang. M4t ti&n di danh, chang con mit
mot 83 gidy to nita.

-Chuong dién thoai trén ban reo léa. R3i ciura
phong mé& toang, hai nhdn vién kbach san ti€n
vao, Viin Binh xua tay:

— Thoi, t6i dang con ban. T6i di chu)én dém
ciing duge.

Vao nhitng ngdy cudi tuin, cong ty hang
- khong vin td chitc bay dém giita thii 46 Mani va

trung tAm nghi mat, hdu dwa du khach va cac nha -

tri¢u phi 1én nglh dém tai Baghio, hojc mudn v&
Mani lao diu vdo hdp dém.

Viéin Binh ud odi cim dién thoai. Chéic ban
gidm d8c khach san goi gidy n6i cho chang d¥ chia
budn.

Nhung khong, giong néi trong di¢n thoai lai
thanh thét nhw tléng chim hét budi sing trén dinh
ddi Baghio :

— Chao anh. '

Tiéng n6i ngot ngho vaA mé hojic cia Luz, co
gii giang hd qui phiu da nﬁng 6(!)0 péso caa
cbang.
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Con gidn di bi€n d4u mét, Vin Binh cudi
that tuoi

— Luz d€y a? Ong &y dén chua?

— Ong nao?

— Ong chdng cha em dﬁy =

— A, anb khong nhic, em ciing ching nhé
pita. Nha em sip d&n biing xe hoa. Chiu nay, tau
bi ch4m, em ngdi mot minh & day, budn qua, goi
dién thoai tro chuyén véi anh cho vui.

Vin Binh but miéng :

— Dirng vivon nira, Lévita. Ching c6 dng ndo
d&n Baghio h&. Co did lam hai toi. Bay gid, toi
tom-dwoc thi ch&t don.

Luz cu¢i di thda trong gidy néi :

— Anh biét tén em r0i hd ? Trim lin, ngan lin
xin 18i anh. Vang, ngudi ta goi em 1a Lévita, con
Lévita troi danh, thanh vat cia khu Pasay. Nhung
tén cing com ciia em la Luz. Em yéu anh nén
méi cho anh biét tén thit. Con anh, anh chuyén -
mon néi dai. :

— Noéi d8i khi nao ?

— Chdi tai that. Anh bdo anh la nguoi Mign,
thwong gia Mi€n, song trong thong hanh, anh lai
1a ngueri Nam Viét. Anh t¢ ghé. Néi dé anh mtrng,
trede kia em di s8ng & Saigon. Saigon tuy nhé
nhung dep hon Mani nhi&u. Chirng nao qua Saigon,
em s& di choi doc bd sOng véi anh, r38i hai dira
minh 14i xe ra bii bidn choi. N€u em cé tidn, em
s& mdi anh 1én Dalat Dalat con dep glp hai Bag-
hio, anh d3ng y khong ?
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