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thigu sira soan nay s dwa chang d&o dan, nhung
chang cim tody hinh di¢n. Pon thuong ddc mi,
kbong tfc sit trong ngudi, chang (1& lot vao sao
huyét ghé gobm ciia cong sdn Huk.

Anbino d4u xe truéc ga ra, mot ngoi nba gé
son triing. Sant6 néi véi Vin Binb, giong thdn m4t :

— Pé&u noi rdi. Anh duoc khée khong? Dém
nay, anh tha b ngil cho lai sic.

Anbino mé& cira xudng traéc. Tir hanh lang.'

mot ti¥ng goi hach dich vong ra:
— Anbino ?
Anbiné da ran. Vidn giong noi ké ca:
~ — Co6 Cacldt khong? :
~— Thwa co.

Tiéng noi sic nhu dao cao lam Vin Binh chu
¥. Chang hit that nhiéu dudng khi vao budng phdi
cho than thé dugc sing khoai sau nhitng phut dai
v tan trong chiéc xe dua r&n voi tir thin. Khu 44t
biét thy rong trén mot miu. Toa nba hai ting duge
xdy c&t theo kidu M§. Saato dia Vin Binh 1éa hanh
lang. Mii Salem ngao ngat tirtrong thodng ra.

Dén dom duwoi nha tit bé&t. Vira di, Viin Binh
vira nghT phuwong phdp d8i pho. Mot chi ti€t hé
trong, khé dY dinh doat s¢ thanh cong hay th#t bai
clia chang, hi¢n ln thanh d&u héi lon trong 6c.

P6 1a vén d& Am hiéu.

Co th® bon Huk bist mit Caclst. Cing c6 thé&
bon Huk khong bigt. Trong tradng hgp thir nh&t
chang s& bi 16t mit na tirc khic, va cdi chét thim
kh&c sdn sang dg¢i chang trong toa nba saog trong
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Trong truong hop thi hai, dich vén phiing ra,
1:8u chang kbong bigt trd l&imat hidu.

Sa-l6ng nha dudi rong bat ngat, c6 th@ chira
trén mot ngan tan kkach. Duaoi anh dén 8ng xanh
mé tir trén 13u chiu xudng, Via Binh nhdn ra
nhitng d8 g d6 so. Ciu thang bing gd danh x;
bong loang. Nha cira & Mani khac Saigon & didm
dung nhidu gb, g8 lam cot, gd lot ciu thang, gé
thay twrdng gach.

Séip d&n cban cin thang, d6t nhién Vin Binh
dirng si¥ng. gia vo sii bot mép, 1ip bip :

— 0i chao ! '

R3i ngd vat xu8ng. Anbino h&t hoang d& chang
day

— Bi truot cban a. Cacldt? 4

Vin Binh 16m ¢5m dirog 1én, tudn ra mot trang
ti¢ng Nga.

Anbin6 nclin ngudi. H&t noi tiéng Nga, Vin
Binh chuyén sang ti€ng quan hoa. Vira néi, chang
vira vung niim tay, vé mit de doa. Sant6 dwa mit
cho Anbino:

— Khong khéo bén dién rdi.

M4t Vin Binh d6 ngiu nhur tigt lodng. Cbang
ohin Aabiné bing ddng diéu thach thirc, doan dém
nguwc thum thup. Anbind nfim chit tay chang,
miéng bdo Santo :

— C6 18 hén mit tri cling nén.Anh cdng hiin lén
liu, r8i ti¢in toude an thdn cho hin.

Sant6 ghé vai 45 Vin Binh, va chay bing lén
ghc. Cho & dinh cliu thang la ngudi dan Ong trac
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nim muoi, nira mai téc ‘bac pho, rda mép nghiém
nghi. Chi Van Bina, ngwoi &y hoi ;

— Bi thwong a ¢

Anbino dap :

— Thwa khong. V& dén day hin con khée.
Bdng dung hiin no6i 1dm nhiam nhw dién.: '

— Han néi ldm oham tir lac nao ? .

— Tuouwa, trén xe, hin ngdi vén, c6 1€ vi trong
mau coén chét mot.phin tiém hdi t8i. V& dén day
hiirn tinh bén, troot té rdi noi huyén thién. ,

. Nguoi dirng tudi gi cim ra vé nghi ngoi, rdi
hoi :

. — Cac anh c6 mang theo hd so bénh ly cila
hin khong ? :

Sant6 nglo 16 te nhr méan xudng chg. Anbind
dap, giong 1& phép:

—. Thua khong.

Nguoi ding 1udi gt um len:

— Kho qua, n€u thidu hd so bénh Iy thi bidt
hin dau & dau? Thin kinh h¢ hin c¢on nguyen, ty
wéi co thé dliing hdn. Hin néi Idm nbém, t6 ra di
cudng tri. Nhu vAy, ta phai ch bin h -an toan binh
phuc. Trir phi, c6 h5 so bénh Iv... ‘

Sant6 dé nyhi:

— Thua chiing tor xin di I8y ngay.

Nguoi dirng tedi bop tran trong mot cir chi
buc bdi:

— Liéu con quay lai bénh vién duge khong ?

Ngirng mt phut, nguderi 8y tidp :

— Nguy hidm d€n may, cac anb ciing phai
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tré lai bénh vién. Phii ldy h&t gidy t& lien quan
d€n bénh tinh cl@a hin. Thudc men trong phong
bén cling mang ci vé day. ;

Anbino d& loi @ e

— Thrra... o

Nguéi dirng tudi gat phit :

— Rosita cac d&n miy giov ?

Santé dap . ‘

— Dé#n 6 gio sang.

Nhin doéng hd, ngudi ding tudi ddng dac :

— Bay gi6 hai anh lén d3y con kip chan.
Phai tim cach bt luon co y ta cho toi.

Anbino, dang di¢u sirng st :

— Bit Rosita ¥ ‘

Ngwror dung tudi cudri nhat :

— Chir con ai nfta ? Rosita dwoc cf riéng
d& sin soc Cacldt. TAt nang phai bhidt Caclét dau
6c. Nang sé giup ta dwoc nhiéu viéc.

Chi Vin Bianh, Anbiné hoi :

— Thwa, mang héin téi phong nao ?

Ngudi dirng tudi khoat tay -

— Phong A. Cac anh lam phanh }én. To6i doi
cac anh v& méi di nghi. Khong khéo dém nay
thirc sudt mit.

Sant6 b& Vin Binh vdo modt cin phéng gin
clu thang. Vin Binh ndm ngoac ngofin trong di
ving, mit nhim nghidn. Anbino ri tai Santo :

— Hén pgt say rdi. ‘

Santo thé dai : ‘

— Ro cia no ! Co mot thng cho chét ndy ma
bon minh suyt m#t mang.
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Anbinb dva ngén tay Ién miéng, sayt »
— Dirng phan uan nita-t Ong &y ngbe duwoe
thi khdn.

Hai nhan vién Huk khép ctra, Vin Binh nim

MmOt minh trong cin phomg rong, tit h&t den.
Qua cira lon, nhin sang phong bén, chang th¥y
ngudi dirng tudi ngdi gon tromg gh& banh boc da
bd, tran nhiu lai, chitng t3 dang ban suy nchi.
Dot rhién, Vin Binh ndy ra y dinh trdi day,
X0ng ra phong ngodi. Gi dirng tudi c6 ban tay
sdn sui; t6 ra day cong tdp inyén vé nghé, song
chaog khong tin hdn dii bdn linh khudt phuc
duwgc chang. Véi nhitng ngén ddc thd, chang co
thd ha hin trong chop mit. Xong xuoi, chang s&
ngdi hut thudc doi Anbiné va Santd.

Tuy nhién, chang lai bii bé ¥ dinh nay. Lé
Di¢p dang ché bén ngoai, sin sang wng pho. Tét
hon, 12 kién nhdn d& l12m mot mé ca lén. Chéng
ddo mit quan sat d5 dac trong phong. Tru sé& cia
quan Huk la mOt ky quan v& trang tri. EG g6 toan
bdng hip. thir gb dit tién nhit. Trén teong treo 2
birc tranh son diiu cha mot dash hoa Hoa lan
caa th& k¥ thir 18 Riéng 2 birc hoa nay tri gia gén
mot triéu pésd. Trong td bayp phe ké sat géc,
hang chwe chai riron kbai vi dit tidn, chen vai
véi buyt ky, ¢O0 nhatva sam banh.

Truéc miét chang la mot bd sa long lep

naung tring. Cai di ving ndm ténh hénh nhe co
gai khda than. B&t giéc chang nh&m mit, muong

tuonyg t&i Rosita. Cai di vd g qui phai nay dudng
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nhir dwoe dong ra dé tidp t¥m than can ddi va
ndn na cia nang... Chang mo mang 1imn bim :

— Rosita...

Rosita ghé miit qua kbe ctra. _

Tuy tréri t81 om, nang vin nhan ra ba bong
den thodn thoit chay ra dudng : chang thanh nién
cO-¢ciip mit da tinh d6i 15t bénh nhan d3 sa vao
tay dich.

Sw viéc x4y ra dang theo k& hoach cta s& Phan
gian, tuy nhién Rosita lai cam thdy nao nao. Mot
mdi tinh man wac ding lén trong long nivrg. Nang
yéu sinh vién Pabio tir lau, va Pablé héoi dn didu
ki¢n vat chit va tinh thin d& wang Iai banb phic
cho nang, song hinh &nh changsinh -ién cao lén,
ghea tudag nhu din ba, dd mé din, mo din,
nhuéng ché cho ngudi dan ong ngosi qudc, nang
méi giip lan ddu trong bénh vien ? Chang tén la
gi 7 Chang tir dau téi ? Chang c6 vo chwra ? Chang
yéu ai chua ? Nang khong thd tra 1&i.

Nang c6 cdm tuwéng la hai ngudi c6 duyén no
véi nhau tir ki€p truoe nén méi giap mit di yeu
li€n. Pablo 12 nguai tinh chung thiy, nhung nang
khong wra nbhirng ngwai daa 6ng chung thay dép
40 mu quang va nhu nhwroce. Palldé lai cé ting
ghea ki quiic. Suyt nita, nane trd thanh cai xac
khong hon vi bénh ghen béng gié iré con clia
Pablo. La nguoi dan ba thém dwoe mon trén,
ndng chua bao gi¢ dwoc thda min bén canh
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chang sivh vién non choet, thi€&o kinh nghiém
trong tinh trudong.

Huong vi cai hon say swa cia Cacldt con
thom trén moi nang. Pablo d& 6m nang hon nhidu
lin. Trwéc Pablo, mét s3 thanh nién di hog
ndog d4dm dudi. Nhung nang chwa thZy nu hon
nde quy&n ré va kha 4i nhu nu hoén cha chang
trai dong vai Cac 18t.

Rosita bdog hdi han va ti€c nudi. Mu ngudi,
nang quén hoi tén chang. Nang thét ra ti€ng thé
dai nhe nhe. Lé Diép ngdi kbudt trong t8i, mii ké&t
d6i sum sup, che virng tran rong va doi mit tinh
anb. Rosita tin ngin bén L¢ Diép, dinh hoi, lai
thoi.

I.2 Di¢p nguéc nhin nang. Chiang nhoén miéng
cudi. Chang di doc dugce tam trang bi n va éo le
ctia co di€u dudng tré dep. Vin Binh viAn co s&c
hit ménh liét ddi véi dan ba, dac biét 1a dan ba
tré dep. That khong ngoa kbi vi Vin Binh voi da
nam chim, va phu nit la kim khi. Ai dd dwec Vin
Binb quang lung, nim tay mot ldn, s& khong tai
nao quén dwoc. Lé Diép, trai lai, rét ghét dan ba,
Theo chang, dan ba la chuéng ngai vat, bt loi cho
cong tac tinh bao.

Rosita néi :

— Ho sip dén dudmg Herran rdj,

Le Diép dép :

— Véng. Ho vira chay qua day.

Nang goi chuyén :

~ Tai sao anh khong rwot theo ?

&
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Chang cudi x0a @

— C6 ngay tho 1im. Hdi ndy, ho rénb rang la
d& ch d8i phuong d&n ha tha. Méi co mdt tén
1én vao. Chic dong bon mai phuc bén ogodi. Ho
phéi bin nhau mot 14t m&i di. R8i c6 xem.

Rosita chura kip dap, ti¥ng tiéu lién dd nd ran,
Lé Diép durng phét day : '

— Toi di day.

— Anh theo ho bing gi ?

— Biing xe binh bich Hac lay. Chi c6 binh bich
mé&i theo ndi. Ding xe hoi rét cdng kinh, lai dé 10.
Co & d4y cbo toi.

Poi Lé Diép roi bénh vién dwec 10 phut,
Résita bat dién trong phéong thudng trwc. Ti€ng
sting bén ngoai dé tit. Biu kbong kbi ban dém lal
chim vao vén ling. '

Canh ctra chrra déng hiit vao ngon gi6¢ lanh
lanh. Nang ritng minh. Gia nbap phén gian Phi tir
1iu, nang 12 mot trong cac nit diép vién A Chau
dwoc dao tao tai truorng Fort Halabird, treang day
phén gisn ndi ti€ng & Hoa ky. S3 v8n nhu dzo caa
nang tuy chwa phong phu ciing tam di ddi phé
vari dan ong trong nhirng cOng tac hiém nghéo.
Nang béin sung r&t gioi, va it khi phai biin d&n phat
thir hai méi gidt duge ké thu.

H3i & truong, nang dirge coi 12 c6 gar khong
tim. That vay, nang khong né& yéu ai. khong hé
rung déng truéc 1oi t0 tinh cha nan gigi. Khang
hidu sao khi v& nwoe nang lai m&ém long truée
cude tin cong tinh cam cia Pablo. Chang sinh vién
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tré tudi c6 nhidu nét doc ddo d3 lam thidu nob
xuln thi say ddm. Chang #n néi duyén ding, than
hinh lai cao rao, sing sua, quif phai. N&u khoug
gip tr& ngai, sang ndim khi Pablo ra truéong hai
ngudi sé lam 1€ tbanh hén,

Gific mOnghop clin cha nangd% tan thanh khoi
truée cip mit va khuon mit la ling cla ngudi
dan ong d6i 18t Cac 18t. Nang thé dai lin nita. Vo
¥ nang cham tay vao miii kéo, m4t tia mau ri ri chay
xudng d8ng bong béng tring toat d& tren ban. Miii
kéo nhon kbOng lam nang dau, trai lai ndng cam
thi{y say say nhu dang duoc vudt ve.

Anh di¢n trong phong khi&n nang chéi mit.
Nang tit dén, roi ra ngoai, twa vao lan cao nhin
canh cay lung lay truwéc gi6 truwéc khu ngoai
thirong. Con triing ngoai vwon kéu ri ra. Mot chidc
pbin lyc co ru lén dwoi nén tron mau nhang lang
mugt.

Chot mét bong den dong ddng cao chav wvut
vao phoug thudrag trre. Nang nhan ra ngwéi ban
ban hdi ndy. G4p nang, Lé Diép chép miéng :

— Khd qua, t6itheo khong kip.

Rosita bang hoang : .

— Bigtlam sao bay gid ? Ho giét anb ta thi
mguy. :
Lé Di¢p thé dai :

— Co dirng lo. Vin Binb kbéng dé&n ndi kém.
Nang gidt minh :

— Anh 8y tén 1a Vin Binh a ?

Bigt 15 101, chang nin thinh. Chang vOn 1A tay
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jian diép ldo luyén, it khi b& hénbh. Trong phut
§1§p tfp, ching di d& 16 binb tich. Chang chép
mién : 5
QE Vang, anh &y k& Vin Binh. CO d@ nghe tén

Vin Binh r6i v ? :

— Khong. .

Hu via! Nang bi€t ti€ng chang thi nguy. Lé
Diép no1 chuyén biog Anb ngi nén chi tén Vin
Binh nghe lo 1& nhu tén Hoa lan, thudng co héng
«van » di trude. Van Binh cao lon nh.u"ngub:
phuong Tay, gurong mit khong gidng ngudi A dong
mfy nén Rosita dé lim lan.

Napg ling yéo cham thudc la. Lat sao, ning
hoi : .

— Anh di mo to kia ma ? Tai sao khong theo
kip ho ?

Chang nbio vai :

— L6"iz hoan toan & 16i, t6i xin nhén hé&t, Tha

that 12 16i khinb dich: Toi dudi dén duong San-lui
thi m&t hut, Khong riéng t0i, cd bon theo sau
cling bi bd roi. Khong ngo cai xe Nash ci ky iy
lai phong nbanh nhu tén. Trong tbanhb ppﬁ. dudong
sh ngodin ngodo, xe CO dong duc ma tai x& chay
trén (rim cdy $8 mot gio.
"~ Co6 y t4 mo mang:

— Xe Nash a... Th€ thl...

Mirng qugoh, L& Di¢p héi ddn s

— Co bi&t r&i u ? .

\ rit mdt hon thulc la thom ¢

zj-hgpn HukO‘co ha: xe Nash son den. Chic Viin

Biah a4 bi ho bit.
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— Con bon di theo ?

— Toi khong tin la ednh sat. Anh ch t6i tip
xttic véi Trung wong xem.

Gat tan thudc 14, Rosita hoi dot ngldt

— Tai sao anh trd lai tim toi ?

Leé Diép dap thong tha : _ '

— Toi cin hoi ¥ ki€n co. Biét dAu...

Ngoai duong Herran cé ti€ng xe hoi déa lai
rBi tit may. Lé Diép nhin thdng vao mat nang:

— Biét dau ho tr& lai bit co ?

Naag lim bim: '

— B&t toi... Vang, chuyén nay c6 thé xdy ra,
néu...
Lé Diép cudp loiz
— Toi s& nup ngoai vuon. C6 yén tdm, n€u ho
bkt co6 toisE bam sat. Moi viec d& toi io liéu.

Cbang chay vong ra sédn sau. Rosita ném
di€u thudc xudng dat, di got giay lén. Léng vang
xa0 xuyén la thudrng. Xao xuyén khong phdi vi so
dich bit di. ma vi s¢ xhong cdn co hdi gip lai
Vin Binh. Trai tim nang dap thinh thich trong 15ng
ngue. Nang khong neo lai da siu, da eim qua dé
. dbi voi mot nguoi dam Ong méi quen. '
) Trony '&m khuya véng vé, 1i€ng chdn ngudi
dim rao rao trén la kho. Bon giam tuy tia va kiéu
cing, khong ciin yiit k& nira.

Ba phiit troi qua. |

Tiéng giay dirng triroc phong thuwéng tre.

Rosita dd tréo 1én giwoug, quay mit vao twong,

gid v& ngii. Aph dén bEm ciéa Anbiné chidu vao

lung naog Hai nhdn vién Huk né1 vor abau: i
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— Bing con bé Rosita rdi.

— May thir lat mit nhin xem ? :

— Khong ciin. Bém nay, chi minh c6 &
thudng true trong khu ngoai thuwong nay thoi.

Rosita kbong crra cdy, mic cho ban tay sin
sl dit 1én vai, Bip dui nang dan nhéi : dich vira
chich thudc mé cho nang. Chi doan dwgc thE rdi
nang mé man,

Anbind ngang nhién b8ng Résita ra vudn.. Tir
phia vdn hoan toan yén tinh. -

Cbi& Nash nb may nhe nhe. Sant6 hdi ban:

— Li¢u chung theo minh nia khong?

Anbino, giong kiéu hidnh: ,

— Bon lic ndy &y 2? Ching ngé sau duoe
winh quay lai bénh vién bit co y t4 ? Dirng s¢
héo nira. Thém ngh cir ndm xudng dém, chop mét
mot lat cho swoug than. M&y ngay lidn & Pasay
con gan ¢St nao thirc luon dém nay nika !

— Céu thi khong.

— To 8y a? Té¢ khbée hon céu phidu. Bira
con gai nao vo phic méi réd phai cau. .

Khong do¢i Santo phadn d8i, Anbind x6 hin
ngd chii vao nguoi Rdsita. Sautd cudi hénh héch:

— Con bé khau ghe!

— Cho may diy.

— N6 mé¢ man rdi, lam qudi gi dwoc?

— Doi né tinh diy, n6 tat vao mit gy a1

Sant6 4> Rosita lén. Mi¢ng nang toat ra muii
hoong ndng nan. Cim 1oog khong déu, hin ghi
chit ldy nang, hon vao moi. Anbiné x6 hdn ra:
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— Tao sfp dién rdi. May dirng lam tao dém
‘ ot dién. ,
"e vg’icg:i dlceu-iri ha hd. Chigc Nash ma quai
phéng nhw bay vao dém t3i cua thanh phd Mani,
Mét tram thwdc phia sau, LéDi¢p rap minh
trén binh bich. Phen nay chang quy&t khong ch9
dich tha thoat d& dang nita. Tdi drog bo dao la
li'éu vin ling ling dudi nach. Chan.;;;. mim mQt ng
cudi ghé gom, Lat nita, nhitng mili dao sic nhw
nwdc nay s& cdm phap vao tim dich.
Hoi gio6 t& viph Mani thoi lgi, vudt ve da m§t
chang. :
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Trung s Tind gio tav vdly ngudi linh gic trude
khi thém ga, l4i chic xe bit bung ra khéi kham
dudng clia thanh phd. Ngudri linh nhin ring cuoi
chao l13i. Tiné ¢c6 mdt than hinh rén chic, cai mi¢ng
d2y nghi lrc nhung twoi tian : dic dim ciia cinh
st vién Phi loat tan,

Thigu uy Tula ngdi sau xe, cliag bi cdo, b8n
phia dwoc che kin. M8i khi ché pham nhan tir
nha giam d&n toa 4n, Tula va Tind thwong ngdi
ding treoce, clra sau duge khéa chit. Hom nay,
trrong hop dfe bigt, Tala di tw § cong ludn tay
minh vao tay pham nbédn, trén dedag tir khamu
dwong ra phong dir thim, ¢

Bi can la Vito, ngudi hoa tiéu ldio luyén eiia
chi€c phi co thwong mii vira gdy ra tai ngn khiing
khi€p trén khong phdn Mani. Ngbi trén gh& g8, vé
mit dim ehitu, Vitd khong thét nira 1&i. Tula goi
<huyén :

— Ciing may khong c6 ai chét. N&u c6, thit
rly ra cho Ong.
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