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Viin Binh mé choang mi#t. Chang dang nim
dai trén san xi miing woét 4t. Quin 4o chang diy
nwédc, c6 1€ bon Huk dd nwéc lanh vao ngudi
cho chang tinh lai.
Céu no6i hiim doa con viing ving bén tai. Khij

chang quay mit vao tudng, mot tidng chat chia
ndi lén : :

— May phdi ché&t !

D6 la ti€ng noi cia g& ding tudi. Kbi Hy,
chang dioh ngdi vut ddy, x&r dung v nghé tuyet
luan d& quét ngd d8i thd. Linh tinh bao cho chang
bi¥t tung tich d& bi bon Huk phanh phui. Chang

co chén, sira soan phin cong thi mot tidny quat’

thir hai rén vang :
— Nim yén, khdng dwoce nhie nhich.
Chang damh dudi ehadn ra. G& dirog tudi di

8ung lyc vao lung chang giong nhd nhe naung sic
nhw ludi dao cao Di-l8t :
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— Hir, tam goi anb 13 Cicl8t, sau nay s& bhay.
Nim yén ! Vién keo dSng nay nhoa 13m.

Santo tra cong vzo cB tay ndn na cua Rosita.
Nang con bdi rdi chwa diah xir tri ra sao thi mot
qua d&m dd bay véo vao ciim. Nang ngd nhiao
xudng ghé. Sant6 bGug nang ra bao loa. Vin Binh
ciiog bi danh ngét biug ba sing con. Anbird doi
cho nguoi ching mém nhiin méi ghé vai cdng
xudng vudn.

Uré — tén gi dirng tudi — di sau cing, tay
lim 1%m khin sung nap dan sn. C4 bon rat vao
nba xe. Bitc twéng hiu cla ga ra #n thon: v&i
biat thrr phfa sau. Uré &n not. birc toorng ban tach
doi, d& 16 canh cira bt mat. Phia sau ciing 14 nha
A& xe. Vi bén trong cing c6 bai cai xe Nash son
den tuong tu.

Tir phit &y, Van Binh khong hay biét gi nira.

Pio mit tir phia, chang khong th nban ra day
1a dau, 1a duéi nha hay trén liu. Khong thdy cia
sd — trir cfra ra vao duy nhit — chang doan

phong 1a dang bi ahdt duéi him mot toa nha 16n.

Uré dirng ch8ng nanh treéc mit. Hin phich
mép cudi, ngao man 3

— Anh tinh r8i w? Néu anb kbong phan d43i,
18i sé no6i mot cdu chuyén ly thu.

Van Binh khong thém dap. Chang dé quen 18i.

&n noi ngot ngao ma d&u gid cia bon di¢p vidn.

qudc &, Ure noi ti€p :

— Anh cbo phép toi tur giti thi¢u. TGi 1a Ure,
can bo Huk cao cdp. Con anh la ai ? DI nbiéo,
anh s& khong nhin bira la Cacl6t nita.
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Viin Binh bfu méi :
— Toi quén mé&t tén that roi. Vi thu that véi

anh, t6i c6 nhidu tén qua. Anh ci goi toi la Caclst

cho tién. Ciing nhuw t6i tam goi anh la Ura.
— Uré la bi danh ciia t0i. Phén gian Phi luat
tan khong la gi Uré. Song Uré khong so ai ca.
— Phai r8i, d&n cai chét con khinh thwéng,
thi bon minh con s¢ ai. Uré, bay gi¢ anh mudn
gl? '

" — Mudn gi h& ? Bang ra, t6i ching mudn gi
véi anh. Cbing qua cac anh gay ra truge. To gan,
l6n mat that, eac anh ddm bay muru, iap k&, hong
phinh gat ching toi. L& ra, t6i moi gan, xé mat
anh, nhung vi tinh nhdn dao t6i dd uhe tay ddi
véi anh. N&€u anb ngoan ngodn, t6i con chim
chudc thém nira.

— Chém chu¢c nbuw th€ ndo ?

— O, anh s duoec tha, va thwdng mOt 83 tién
xing déng. )

— Cam on anh. Toi &8 nghe mhiéu l&i hira
hio roi.

— Ca cudng ch&t d&n dit con cay ! RSi xem

anh con ddm nd mOm nira khéng ? T6i moong anh

ngh? lgi. va tra l&6i mot cach thanh thadt, khOng
gifu di€¢m. v

— Gid sir t6i tir ch8i ? '

— Toi khéng tin anh dam tir chdi. Anh s& cho
toi biét Caclét hién & dau. tai sao anh tra lam
Cacl8t. Toi chi ciin bi&t th& thoi. Nao t6i cé néu ra
chu boi khé khiin, virgt qua tdm hiéu bi&t cda
anh dAu,
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Vio Binh khZp khéi mirng thim. Xuyén qoa
l&1 Uré, chang bigt 12 Rosita chwa chiu cung khai,
N&u pang cung khai, Uré d& rd tén chang la Vin
Binh, va Céacldt thie thu dd tan thanh nuéc trong
bon tim bénh vién Trung wong. Uré lai lim chiang
la diép vien khong quan trong. Ném dwoc y&u
diém cta dich, chang ben duc hodn ciu muu. Kéo
dii thoi gi¢... may ra Le Diép pb#ng ra duoc tru
s& bi mat ciia bon Huk. Ngh¥ vdy, chang dap:

— Khong gifu gi anb, 16i c6 thd trd 14 cdu
hdi cha anh. Tuy nbién. toi cin dwgc bido dam..
Nghia la anh dirng giet toi... va trude khi 16i cung
khai. anh phdi phong thich Rosita. '

Ure lic déu :

— Toéi di hua la khong gi&t anh. Mt khac.
t8i ron hira cho tidn pita. Nhung t0i chwa th tha
¢6 Rosita dwoc. Anh phdi khai di. Xong rdi, xét
gia tri clia 141 kbai, vin d& phong thich co Rosita
moi ¢6 thd dwgc dit ra, D& tO thién chi, anh trd’
o di.

— Anh cho phép t0i suy nghi mét thoi gian.

Uré nh&ch mép moQt cach miét thi :

— Mot théi gian 1a bao lau ? MOt phat, mét
gior, mOt dém hay 12 mdt cich kéo dai thoi gio ?
K& nav cii lim r&i. Toi khong bi lira dau. Etrng
thi doan vt ofra. Khi cdn, Uré nay con bung dit-
hon quy Sa tidog. :
* Uré cim cai chuong nhd trén ban, rang mot.
ti¥ng thanh thét. Santé m& cira bwéc vao, kbiu
sting nghénh ngang trén tay. Uré ra l¢nh:
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— Dén con bé vao day.

. Viin Binh bi&t bon Huk sip stra tra tén Rosita
truéc mit chang, gy ap luc bit chang khai. Chang
¢8 dirng ddy, nhunyg hai 8ng chan bi dau th&u
xuong. Trong khi chang bit tinh, bon Huk dung
roi chi boc cao su danh vao khép xuwong cho
chang kiét sirc.

Rosita bi x6 viao trong phovg. Chéng co cim

tedng nhw vii try quay cudng. Quiin 4o nang bi

x¢ rach ta toi, gin nhw trﬁn trudng. Lan da ém
mat cia nang rirdm méu & ngure va bung. Nom vi
‘bén phéi bi sung dd, chic nang bi tra dxen. Gip
chang, Reésita nheo mét lai d&¢ nhin cho rd. Ci
chi nay chirng t0 nang bi giam trong phong kin.

Uré dap tay vao vai Vin Binh :

— D4y méila mét phin mudi cia hinh phat
ma ching t6i thwéng danh cho nhitng ké khong
‘chiu hop tdc. Vi cdm tinh riéng d8i voi anb, toi
chira ra lénh bim hiép ngudi yeu cla anh. Néu
anh ti€p tuc budng binh, mi&n cudng toi phii rach
mit nang.

Rosita ngit 1o, giong y&u &t nhung rin rdi :

— Dirng anh. Em kbong khi nao kbai dau.

Santo tat trai vao mit nang. Bj danh bét thin,
nang ngd chii xudng viing nuéc bln thin. DOt
nhién, Vin Binh ¢6 mo6t sirc khoe vo song. Chang
‘diing th€ mae geri . ngon doc cude gidn di nhung
nguy hiém cta vo karaté - da trdng bung Santo.
Duéi cai d4 ghé gom chia chang, Sant6 thét lén
mot ti€ng, rSi ngd chdi vio tudrng.

&
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Uré vin chdp tay sau dit, ra vé khong quan
tim dép phadn tng manh mé& cua Via Binh,
Ha xong Santo, chang dinh t&n cong Ureé, song diu
chang bong viing chmh chich nhu deo tang chi, va
tir chi chang kh(‘mg tuan tbeo l¢nh cta thdn kinh hé
nita. Chang ngli phich xudng gh&. Té ra bon Huk
da tiém thudc ngl phong xa cho chang!

Nhin chang thé d8c Uré cudi ngit nghéo:

— H#&t gan sire r6i ha? Diu sao cip miét cling
con sang. Aph con chingkign dwoc tdn kich ma
t6i séip bay ra d& nghénh ti€p c6 Rosita.

Noi doan, hin rit mét hop g8 ra khdi ngin
kéo. M& nép ra, bén trong la hai cdy k&m. Chang
dim dim nbin Rosita, vé thuong x6t vo bién
cudn cuon trong tia mit. Nang ciing nhin chang,
mot giot 1é tir tir lan trén go ma.

Uré chia mét cdy kém cho Santo:

— Anh cim d0 ngh&, biéu dién cho Ong khach
qui xem. Th& nao, auk ban Cacldt gid hi¢u? Anh
mudn khai mac bing troé choi 0do? Cha, ham ring
ngudi dep d8u qua, 'ring qua! Gia dugc cii ring
cira tuyét diéu Ay cat lam bdo vat thi han banh
bi&t bao! A, ban tay lai co6 nhitng ngon thuoa
thuén, kha ai nira! Anh df nhin ré nhitng ngén
tay b&t hii chwa ? CO Résita phéi tdn nhi&u thoi
gi® va tidn bac, 10 moéng tav nay moi dai, got rila
1ron tria, va to do chot. D& t6i sai Santo nhd bi€u

anh mot cai lam qu# tri ngﬁ
Giong noi riéu cot cia Uré nbr ludi dao cao

cia vao da thit Vin Binh. Bem chang ra tung €0,
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c6 18 ching khong dau don hing. Lam diép
vién, bi dich bit, bitra tén, la thwong, song it
di¢p vien git duge thai do dirng dung truéc cant.
mot thi€u ni bi nhd riing, nhd moéng iay... Vi chang
Rosita bi cue hinh. Chang khong thé bé mic.
 Rosita quay miit ra cné khac, hai mit nh&m
- nghi®n. Nang khong dam nhin chang. s¢ chang,

mili 1ong. Ure diin tirny tidng:

— Santd, bit diu di. Nhd méng tay truoe,
cai méng tay deo nhin Zy, d& ngwoi dep nhé mii.
R3i nhd d&n riing. Thong tha ma lam... Thoi gio
con nhi2u.., cd thay 10 méng tay, 10 moéng chan,
32 cai ring...

Santd ngodnh sang phia Vin Binh:

— Xin phép ann,

_ ROj hiim hé brréc lai chd Rosita. Hai tay nang
van bi cong. Nang ding yén nhir pho trong. Vin
Binh ciing nhim mi4t lai d& khoi nhin t&m than
16a I8 va ngon tay dim mau. :

Urs caoi khéy: - veo ety '
— Ong ban khong dani nbin w? Toi xin bac
truéc 1a nhd mong tay dau 1im. Nang sé ru l&n,
va O0ng baa s& pbdi mé mit. ‘
Vin Binh thira bicu bon Huk khong ngin
ngai thi banh thi doan tan bao. Vi nhi¢m vy,
cbhang khong duge quyén diu bang. Tuy nhién...
Cbang nh& lai cAi hon d%m thim trong bénh
vién... Ching phdi tim k& hodn binh. Giong chang
khan dijc: '
— Uré?
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Uré nbun vai: T -

— Anh bling long khai chwa?

Chang gat diu. Santé rit k&m ra khdi moéng
tay Rosita. Uré mim cwdi. ra lénh cho Santo:

— Dwa nang v€ phong giam.

Nang nghen ngao : o

— Khd qua, anh dirng khai. Ein khong so dau.

Vin Bioh ¢8 tranh ludng mit cdu khin cia
nang. Nan bi¢t m{t ma chwa bi€t hai. Nang la
diép vién trung thanh, nhuwng khong quyén biéa.

Poi nang ra ngodk, Uré 6n t6n nodi:

— Gi& day trong phong c¢hi con anh va tdi.
Anh néi di, t6i s& lam anh vira .

Lam ra vé thidu ndo, Van Binh dap, giong
nhat girng :

— Thoi, t6i danh khai vdy. That ra... toi ching
biét gi hét. Tor.. cni la nhan vién hanh dong chp
dudi.

Uré gat diu dic chi:

— To6i hifu lim. Nén t6i khong mudn gist
anh. Thuong cp clia anh la ai ?

Chang dap khong nghi:

— Ramiré. :

Chang vira ovhé lai cuodce ti€p xtec véi ong
Hoang trong kbach saa Senboa. Ong Hoang di
nhéc dén vai tro cia Ramiré. Theo l&i 6ong, Ramire
dirgc moOt td chire chdng bon Huk mua chu¢c dé
lira chiéc Caraven do Vitdé l4i dam vao phi co
quén sir. ’ .

“Uré lim bdm:
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— Ramiré ? Ramiré ?

Hén di di lai trong phong, a& giay k&p tron

trugt trén ndn nha nwéc bin tung toe. Bdng hin
hoi chang :

— Ramiré lam tai dai kidm soat phi truong
phdi khong ?

— Pbai.
Cira xich m&, Anbiné buéc vao. Uré hdtham :
— Xong chwra ? "

Anbiné cudi thoa mén @

— Thuwa, xong hét rdi. .

Uré ra hi¢ucho Vin Binh di theo. Luc nay,
chiang méi quan sat dege r6 rang db dac trong
phong va dia th& ngoi nha. Co 1€ day 1a him chaa
rirgu duéi bigt thy, ciin cir vao twrong xay da ong,
va trin nha bé tong, ching chit nhidu xa ngang.

Chang dugc diin vao ciin pbong nhd ké ben.
Trong phong chi c6 mot ngon dén di¢n ti ma va
c4i giudng sit kbdng khiu troc son. Trén tuong la
mot khung cira ban nguyét, bit ludi sit kien 3,
dudng nbue d& thong hoi. Chi giwong sit. Uré bio
chang :

— NAm xudng, ngli mét lat cho lai sire. Noi
ngay nay, n€n anh khai ding, toi s& trd tur do.

Vin Binh thén nhién nhin caAnh cira ning n&
déng chitlai, Tigng khoéa sit kén rdn rén bén
ngodi. Toan than & 3m, bao tir 1ép kep, chang cdm
th&y mét mdi vA ¢dn cao rudt gan. Chang thé dai,
ngé lung trén chi€c givdng xiéu veo. '

Ngodi kie, chdc Uré dang ra lénh cho bon
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nguu diu mé dién ling bit Ramiré. Din sao Vi~
Binh ciing con hy vong sBng oGt ngay nay. Chang
bang khudng nghT d€n iim than ndn na dinh mau.
ciia Rosita, va bd ngwc d0 so cia Luz. nguoi dan
ba ky di dang ch& chang trong phong khach san,
thom mui nuéic hoa Ba Ié qui phai. :

Gific ngh tir tir dén voi chang.

Tach ca phé den (ruéc mit chang di ngudi tor,
lau. Lé Diep ch wa h& udng ngum pao. Chang ciling
quén bd dwong. Ding thia vao ci phé, chaog tho
tbdn v& nguéch ngoac vao khio an. Tinh co, chang
viét thanh chir A. Chang lim bim :

— Anbino ! Hir, may la Anbino! :

Giong chit ma Anbino vigt trén tudng béing,
thoi son mua nhady truoc mit Lé Diép. Chang in.
com trua mot cach mién cudng, miéng nhat pheo
nhir nguei nhudm benh. Tuy ghét rurou, chaug di;
udng mot hoi ba lv huyt ky. Udng huyt ky khong
phii vi chang ciin say d& quén thdt bai chua chat,
ma chinh vi hayt ky lam chang nho Vin Binh
nbiéu bon. Viin Binbh, ban than dfc nhét vo nhi’
trong doi tinh bio cha chang, 1a d¢ tir trang thanh
ctia tadn huyt ky. Vao gir nay chic VinBinh dang
bi giam trong m¢t sa lim tdi tam, diy rdy hinh cu
va chét choc. ‘ :

Sau khbi roi khach san Bay View, ching kién,
cai chét cta Polin, chang dinh goi gidv poi cho
ong Hoang, tdng giam ddc Mat vu. Song chang
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nh&c dién thoai 16 roi dit xudag. Chang khing
biét ong Hoang con & lai Mani hay dd tr& vé
Saigon. Diu ong chwa v& Sa:gon, chang ciing
khong dam tadng trinh véi Ong nhitng thét ba
dau don, thdt bai ma ngwiri gian di¢p lanb nghé
nher chang khong dwoe quyén vip phai.

i1ai in bi lira trong mot dém ! Lin thir nhit,
bi bon Huk cho &n bui. Lin thir hai, vao lot trong
tru sé Huk. chang di bi phinh gat dé dang. Sang
nay, chang bi lira 1in thir ba. N&u 6ny Hoang bi&t

chang bi lira ba Hn trong vong 12 ting d6ng bd,

ong sé ra lénh dinh chi cong tac, ddu ong c6 uhiu
thién cdm voi chang.

Gay chang nong ran. Binh chi cong tic 1a mét
st xfiu ho. Chang cui gim xudng chén ca pheé, nhuw
mudn tranh nhirng cip mét vo hinh dang hudng
vao cbang. MOt c6 bdi ban tho thé véi Leé Digp :

— Thwa Ong, ca phé ngudi r6i. Em thay ly
khac cho 6ng nhé ?

— Cam on co, toi quen udng ngudi.

Khach san Senbon dong nghit. Lé Diép ud odi
dirng ddy. Béng chang d& ¢ téi mot thanh nién
trac 25 vira r&i ban du. H8n c6 than hinh to cao,
da ngdm ngim, mit den va sau. Nét mit quen
thudc lam chang ngd ngo.

Thét nhién, chang nho ra : Ramiré. Ong Hoang
tién dodan Ramiré sé la cai dich cho cic cudc theo
déi, dudi bit va gianh giat. H6 so v& Ramiré gém
mot doap nhwr saun :

« Ramiré c6 thoi quen bt di dich : d6 13 t&i khach
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« san Senbora, it ra méinady mét l3n. Hgn t6i d3y d8
« 3¥n mén tém chién ndi tiéng. Diu b3p Senhon l3m
« mén niy ngon nh3t Mani. H3u gdi & Senbon cing
« ndi tiéng xinh dep nhst nhi Mani. » :

Cbang theo Ramiré ra dwong. Troi trua &
Mani néng nhu trong 10 nuéng bach. Bang & noi
mat lanh ra phoi than duwéi nfing thién Ao, Le
Diép bang hoang ci ngudi. Cach chang iy thude,
Ramiré vin thoai mai trong b com 1¢ trinh trong.
Mic quin 4o chinh t& & Mani duoc coi la ngoai
1e. Vi Mani nong bue quanh nim. Trir mot sd
nhén vién ngoai giao, hofic vién chirc cao cip, la
da mang com l& day com, hiiu h&t déu mic so mi
ngén bo ngoii quin.

Mot tia sang lée trong 6c Lé Diép. Ramiré
phuc swe ding din la dé.. Hin vay tic xi. Leé
Diép trio lén binh bich Hae lay.

Tic xi chd Ramuré tit may truoc mét it quan
tim thuoag trong knu San-mi-ghen (1). Goi la li
quén e qua déana. vi day la mot ngdi nha co, duge
ngin ra nhiéu phoag, cho nguai it ti€a thué thang,
Phong ciha Ramiré & diu ciu thang: Knong cin
4i theo, Lé¢ Diep cling bi&t. Ban tai lidu cua ong
Hoang ghi rd phong Ramiré 4ai 5 thwée rudi,
rong 4 thwoc, ké mot ban vidt, mot cai ta dung
«ulin 4o VA chi givong gb 1on‘cé thé nlim duge
ba ngudi. .

The xi via neo n odi dirdng. Lé Diép gid vé
loay hoay v&i mot by phén ciia xe mo t0. Ba phit

(N San Miguel.
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sau, Ramiré tir trong di ra, hoi hd 1én xe. Thc xi
quay ra b& bidn, va lin nay dén kbach san sang
trong Manila Hotel.

Ramiré trs tidn, di thng mOt mach khéng ngé
lai sau nén Lé Diép theo ddi d& dang. Chang doi
bdn :dothang may moi x&c lai ¢d 40, chirng chac
ti&n vao phong kbach rong ménh mong. Nhin ngon
dén s8 3 & thang may bat sang. chang biét Ramiré
dirng & 14u ba. Chang diit chan lén clu thang bé
tong, cir chi khoan thai. Nhung dén chd khudt,
chiang nhdy 4 bac mot, chay that nbanh.

Ramiré g8 cira cin phong d8i dién v&i thang
may. Tuy dirng xa, Lé Diép nghe rd mdn mot :
hin g ba ti€ng dai, bai tifng ngin. Ciram& ra
nhé nhe.

Chang dinh lai tdn noi, ap tai vao & khoa nghe
ngéng, song lai bd y dinh nay. Canh cira duogc
lam b#ing gé day, 16t da ngiin ti€ng dong, nguwdi

réit thinb tai cling khong nghe dwoc ti€ng noi trong:

pbong.

' Chapg d¢i Ramireé khong lau. Dung 5 phat sau,
biin tré ra, dang diéu hoi b8i rdi. Lé Digp tuft
xudng duwong trusc, Treo lén tic xi, Ramiré nhén
nhac quan sat tir phia. mét thi mét. Bén khi chdc
chén khong bi ai theo. bin déng ctra xe. Lé Diép
;h(‘;, tic xi chay moét quing méi nd may binh

ich.

Tai x€ xuvén qua kho Qui-a-po vé& San-mi-
ghen. Doan phéng Ramiré v& nba, Lé Di¢p phong
qua tic xi. Dién Malacamang, dinh thr cia tdng
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théng Phi nim dai bén dudmg, b0 mit tring xo0a,
di¢m mau xanh twoi cia cay cbi, trén mot kbodnh
d4t rOng rdi, mat mé va thanh tinh. .

Nha Ramiré & cudi dudng Adéla. Lé Diép
tht may trong hém, doan di bing dén ngdéi nha
8. Ciu thang nira t8i, nira sang, tuy bén ngodi
troi ndng chang chang. :

Chang nghe tiéng phanh xe hoi nghién ngoai
cira, rdi tiéng giay d& da 1op cOp dim lén bue
thang op ep. L& Di¢p nhanh cban in sau moét tdm
ridm cira. Ramiré tra chia khoéa vao b. Duong
nhir bin dang xic dong mdnh li¢t vi ngon tay
hén luéng cudng, xoay x& mot hdi moi mé dwge
d khoa tim thwong.

" Ciiu thang g6 lai rit 1én. TiBog rit c6 vé ning
&, chitng to6 hai nguwdi dan ong lyc luGog dang
tréo lén. Nup sau ridm, Lé Di¢p cim thdy tui dao
14 lidu dec trong nguoi truyEn cho ching mot hoi
§m dic biet.

Hai gi cao lom, 48 s0, dimg lgi gin phong
Ramire. Ho thi thao bing thd ngir tagalog, L¢ Diép
chi biéu 18m bém :

— Hé#n v& rdi. Bay gio lam dugc chua ?

— Thong tha.

Mot ngudi tudn ra trang tiéng Anb :

— Thong tbé d€n khi nao ?

Ngudi thér nhi cling dap lai bing tiéng Anh :

— Troi con sang 1dm. Dudi dudng lai dong
nghet. Lo thy thl hdng heét. Chd d€n t6i, ti¢n hom.

Hai ngwvi vogt qua noi Lé Di¢p nup. Nhin

/
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xudng nén ghc, ching s& phiing ra &ng quin va

doi giay cia chang. Chang nin thé, ¢8 thu hinh .

trong goc.

Ho lai rl rim:

— Tir gi& dén t8i, ching minh doi & d4n ?

— Chéng cin. Hin nhuwr coo c4 ndm trén thét,
mudn chiit luc nao ciing dwoge. 8 gio tdi, chiing
~ minh quay lai con kip chan.

— Bon nao phdng tay frén thi nguy.

— Cur lo hiio huyén ! Ching minh lam kin,
khong ai bi¢t dau.

— Lac quan t€u nhir anh r6i th#t bai lai bt
téc, ddm tran dm .

— 0, c6 bon nao dén tranh phin ciing ching
sao ! Dan trong ngh® & Mani phéi nghe danh
Anbind. Anbind chua bao gio thdt bai. K& nao
dung vao Anbind ciing tan xac.-

Leé Diép gidn so6i 1én. Anbino la ké gi€t Polin,
Mendoda, Vito va nhiu nan nhén vé t0i. Hung

thi dang nhén nho treée mit chang. Chang chi

" elin cho tay vao trong minh, rit ngon hd dao, phit
1én mot cai 1a k&t lidu cudc doi bao ngwoc cia
Anbino. ’ ,

Song Anbin6 da kh¢nh khang xung thang géc.
Chd mot lat, Lé Diép roi chd nup, 1én 18i saa
xudng san. ‘

DAy 13 budi chi®u thir hai céia chang & Mani.
Du khach qudc t€ thwdng ca tung vé dep phi pham .

ciia thii 46 Phi dubi 4oh hoang hon song Lé Diép
chi thily quang cdnh 4.dQt va té lanh.
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Tinh c&, chang buéc qua rap ehi®n béng. Nhw

chi may, chang ré& vao mua vé, Vao bén trong t&;

om, chang chon cai gh#& khudt & goc, ngd lung
xudng, nhim wit ngd. Chang khong dam vé& khéach
san nira. Thué phong khac la chuyén mit thon gio.”
Ciing nhu Vin Binh, chang ¢6 théi quen chop méit
gitia ba1 cong tac hi¥m ngheo, va thwong dung rap
xi 1é gin may lanh lam giudng ngh yén du.

Trén man anh dai vi tuy&n, hai twéng lanh
thii trung ¢b dang thuc ngwa vao nhau, ké gwom
Lgurdi bua xung dot loan xa. Mot giai nhan dirng
nitin, nét mi’ thin nhiéo. Nang than nhién vi mot
trong hai hi¢p sida tinh phéi chdt, va ké thing
chi€ém nang lam vo.

Lé Diep m& miit ra roi nhim lai. Cinb gidt
chéc vi tinh tréno man bac la li€u thude nga kién
biéu d8i voi chang. Ca rap vo tay vang day. Tran
diu vira k&t thuc. Rieag Lé Diép khong vO tay,
Vi chang ngl say tir ndy.

9 .- - L] . > L 4 > - . -

Val&p khoat tay ra hi¢n cho con bet-gié. Con
cho to lon, long ndu- dai lé the, tir ngudng cira
nhdy vot [ai phfa chl, va quy mop xudng dei 1énh.
Val&p vudt ve :

— Mel giin v& chua ? ‘ .

Con bet gié gt diu. Logi ch6o schnauzer ndy
dugc day d3 cong phu nén ¢ tri khon nhu ngudi.
Trong nhidu troong hop, 06 c¢on hon nguwoi, nhu
danh hoi gian phi tx xa, hodic bift trudc ngudi -
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quen sip vé. Val€p 6m con bet gié thin yéu vao
long. H&n quy con ché nhw con dé. Tir nhidu nim
nay, con bet gié¢ theo chd téi khdp noi trén thE
sioi.

¢ Con bet gié the 1udi, liém tay chi, dang diéu
au y&m. Béng no dirng thlng l&n, bwong ra cira,
sia mot ti€ng ngin vui vé. Mot phat sau, ti€ng
dong co xe hoi vang lén ngoai cdng. Valép nhin
qua cira sd veon: Mel di v&.

Con ché 1€ m& ngoam g6i thudc la va cai quet
may dit trén ban mang lai cho chu, Val&p phi
khoi thudc thom Ién trin nba, ciip mit dé din
nhr ngudi say. Quen thai dd cha chi, com
schnauzer nim cudn tron duéi chan mot cach
ngoan ngoan.

Mel tir ugoai buéc vao. ValZp nhe ham riing
khdp khénb, am vang khoi thudc la:

— Xong chira?

Mel twoi cuoi dap:

— Thura, c4 cfin cau roi.

Val&p thé dai:

— Toi knong hy vong nhi@n nhu anh. Bon
Huk khong tAm thudng dau. Ho c6 thd lira minh
lin nita. Ramiré d&n noi hen chua?

— Thura r8i. Nhan duge tin, hiin d&n giip toi
lign. Tu&n lénb Ong, téi thué phoug trong khach
san Manila Hotel dé ti€p hin. Néi chuyén véi hén
xong, toi v& ddy. Hin khong ngd bi ta dang lam
cai m8i cau bon Huk.

— Ké nao theo anh, kham pha ra try s& nay
thi nguy.
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— Xin Ong tin toi. Toi d@ quan sat cAn than
trieée khi 18n xe. Doc duéng, toi lu6n luon nhin
kin chitu han.

Val&p cuoi nhat, khuon mi#t dd chodt lai cho#t
thém:

— Téi tin anh nbigu rdi. Nhi€o dén ndi, t6i
bfit diu lo pgai. Lin nay, ta danh xa lang...

Boan lén giong:

— Anh noi nhitng gi voi Ramiré ?

— Thua, dung nhu 1¢i 0ng din. Toi xo#n xit
hin mot cach thin mat, va long trong hira thuéng
tiér.

— Ba ngan do la phaii khong?

— Thwra vang. Trudc kia, toi hira trd ba ngan
d6 la n&u coOng tac pba hoai dwgc thanh cong.
Nghe néi sép co ti®n, hiin suwdng ron. Toi lai néi
thém 1a thwong cfp dd xét lai hd so, nban thiy
hén trung thanh va diic lyc nén biing 10ng luu hén
lai trong T3 chire. ‘

— H#n dap lgi ra sao?

—~ Thua, hin khong ngd. Mirng ru nhu dira
tré dugc qua, hdn 6m chim ldy toi. Hin cam k&t
khong tir chdi cong tac ndo, ddu nhdy vao Iira
cling tudn 1¢nh.

Valép nhin mit:

— Nghe mii giong ndy, chin qua! Gid day,
dén phiin nbi cia k€ hoach. Néu t6i khong Bm,
bon Huk sip mo dén nha Ramire.

— Thua, nh&n vién cia t6i bao cdo 3 tén kha
nghi liog vidng truéc nhd Ramire. Mot dira -la
Anbino. '
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— Taoi bi€t rd Anbino. Bit ctr cong tic khing
b3 nao trong thi trda Mani ciing cé baatay Anbing.
Hin la phin #& Huok t3i nguy bi8m. anh khong thé
coi thu¢rag. Trong vong mét ngay, Anbind di giét
Vito, Mendé6da va Polin, hin s& khong tri hofin vige
git Ramiré. Vi Ramiré con quan trong hon nhiéu.
Toi cdn din anh didu nay : anh phai lam céch nao
cho bon Huk kbong nge duge 1a bi ta nhir mdi,
miit khae, viéc theo ddi ciin dugc hoan hiao. Muc
dich ctia ta la kham pha noi Cacldt bi giam giik,

. va nhén tién tiéu diét ddu ndo clia bon Huk.

Mel %n mii vao dia. Va 11eép hm

— Anpb di ngay 4 ¢

— Thwa vang. Nhaa vién cha ta dang tic troc

trong cin phong “dsi dién voi nha cia Ramiré. Toi
lién lac thuo’ng xuyén vé&i bo biing vo tuy€n dién.

Ném maAu thudc chay d& ' qua cira sb xudng
vudn, Valép noéi:

— Mel, t6i trong cdy vio anh. Chung ta khong
wa chinh pha Phi luat tdn. Chung ta cling khong
o6 sir quan hodc ldnh sy quan.& ddy. Song, ching
ta lai ghét bon Huk hon nhi€éu. Néu k& hoach cia
ta thanh cong, bon Huk va ké thi chung sé& thiét

hai niing n€, 5, 7 ndm nita ciing chwa ngoc diu day.

Trong bio céo gl v&, toi di ghi ohan cong lao
cta anh. Anh dirng phu long mong md: ciia toi.

Mel dirng thing, dua ban tay lén ngang may,
chao theo kidu qudin sir:

~— Tuéa lénh dai ta.

Valép chia tay ra :
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— Chiic anh may mén.

Mel thong tha xudng cdu thang. lbng voi shir
m& hoi, Bén ngoai, bong t8i bit diiu dd xudng.
Hinh dang cao léu bpgéu cia Valep cdt mot w;t
tring nhot trén n&n twdng mau tim,

. ° . . - . N . - . » . ]
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Nbir trong é6¢ c6 dOng hb béo thuc, dung glb'
dd Jinnh, Leé Diép choang dav Cay kim dai cia
dbng b8 da quang deo & cb tay chi 7 gio. Lé
thuéng, vao gie nay & Saigon, chang dang ngdi
nhép co a cola trong nhA hang Pagnde, diu duong
T do. Ngudi ta vao Pagode d& trao dbi tin tire,
ban chuyen buén ban, 4. phe, hodic phéng tam mit
ra ngodi %m xe hoi Hoa ky va cac ta 4o ruc r&.
Rléng 1.é Diép, chang d&n nha bhang « Cai Chia» la
d& qean sat dan dng. nhit la bon dan 6ng hip mét
trw¢re nhirng car mong va bd ngue nguyén tr.

T&i nay, cai gh& banb mau d6 ké & goc nha
hang d& bi rgdi khac ngdi chidm. CO giF két
xinh x&n cofic im bim mot minh :

— Quai nhi ! Anh chang s€éu vaon szo khong
déo ?

Nang khong thé bigt chang dang sa 18y trong
mé hdn tran Huk & Mani.

Nbin lén mao dnh, chang vin th¥y hai hi¢p
si da tioh ti€p tnc dénh nhau di doi. L& Digp vuon
vai dirng day. Giic ngh trong rap chiéu béng vira
mang thém sinh luc cbo chang,

10 phiit sau, codng t&i dwdog Adéla. Toan khu
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i khOag 1d Vi
we chim trong boéng t8i. Chang ,
‘(;{rbng pay thidu cot di¢n cOng coug, hay vi(;x;()t
ban tay bi mat di rat ciu chi tai tram blén ién.
Chang ldy trong tui vai sau xe binh bich ra cai

gng nhom hdng ngoai tuydn, co tht nhin xuyén.

man 61 ' o N
Con duwong Adéla ving tanh. Glép gioi dud gg
Adéla 1a con kénh S#rapaldec. Marzl .la_ thanh p °
¢6 nhidu kénh lach. Chang nghe 0 ti¥ng déng ¢
ca nd chay trén song. o
Ling 1& chang lén lén phong Ramire bldgg
clra sau. Chang ngli xudng nén gac, kién nhan
ch¢ doi. . o
Trong khi 8y, Ramiré khui chai huyt ky ngl
va cham digu xi ga Havan. Dia dung tan traoc

mit hin di diy &p. Ruot gan hdo nong nhur itra

i an vi
.d&t, phiin vi udng qua nhidu ruqu@m@nh, Pl? .
lo ng‘:_u. Mel hen dén day gip bao trong»l%t:lo::g
thoi gian tir 8 dén 12 gio. Hén .khOng i e
Mel lgi b#t h&n ngoi doi trong 4 tléqg dl?ng i ew
ding déng. Tai khasch san Maoila, hdn to vé
méc thi Mel gat phit : .

— Bﬂng?Theo qui tic cd dién, .khOn.g ai hen
lau phu vay. Song t8i nay toi co nhi€u v%c gliz:é
trong phii lam, khong bift trwéc miy gio ¢

i anh duge.
s aRamir: th dai, hit mot hoi x1 ga thom tlfo.
Muj thubc sing khoai lam hin bot bin khoan;
Hin mim cuoi kbi nghi dén ba ngan d0 la mé
‘Mel hira mang toi. Hin chuwa ve, vd trong doi s
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khong hao gi¢r 1y vo. Gia dinh 13 nha th ma bin
ghé s¢. V4 iai, vor ba ngyn m§ kim, hin s& mua
dwoc hang trim dém vui & thién dudag Pasay.

H&n s& 6m lung hang trim ngudi vo mot dém.
Hén e thué chiéc xe hoi rong riii, sang troug,
ché tinh nhan tré ming léa Baghio nghi mat. Hin
s&€ ddn nhitng bong hoa hidt nor kidu diém nhat
cia Mani ban dém lén Tagaytay, bé bidn yéu
duwong tho mong, tha hé 4n 4i trong nhirng ngdi
nha uhd ndm dai trén bii cat tring toat. Trén th¥
gioi, c6 I€ it noi nao thin tién bing Tagaytay, gin.
Mani, kht hdu mat rg¢i, phi lao xanh rén, soéng
bién réo 1én khong lam du khach nhirc diu, trai
lai, nhir bai ca tinh ém ai ru ngd nhitng nguoi
ham sdng. Du khach mudn nghe soéng bidn ké
chuyén ai 4n, lai mudn thudng thire nhirng phat
say sua véi mot than th& ngoc nga mang tir Pasay
toi. di c6 nhirng cdn nha gb nho xfu, xinh xéo,
cét duwdi ring thong huag vi, k& bidn. Loai nha
méat don so nay chi c6 mot cira ra vao, bén trong
vén ven moét cai givdng dém day mot téc, mot tim,
gaong l6a -d& du khach soi thda thich, mot ban.
dém, vi mot cai b6 chwra sdn nwéc ngot.

Ramiré nhim tit hai mat.

Bén tai hin, song Tagaytay v3 rl rim. Hin
dua tay léa khoédng khéng, nhr mudn 6m chit lay
cai eo vo hinh. Mau trong ngwei bdn chay rdn,
rdn. Toan than hin nong ran.

Bdng mot ti¥ng quat tir cira phong doi lai :

— Ramiré ? -
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Hin giat ndy nguoi. Gidc mdng hay hodng bién
mét. Truée mit, hin khéng duge thiy nhing

nguoi dan ba co than hinh quyén rii & Tagaytay,.

dudi dém hé ngop triing, gio thdi nhe nhang. Ma
la mot hong sing gorm ghifc.

~ Ramiré 9 May la Raouré phai khong ?

Tuy so. Ramiré vdn khong nén dwroc fire gidn
vi ti¥ng « may » coc 18c va sdng swong. Hin nhan
ra ngudi cim sung la Anbino. Hang van tiim anh
ctia Anbino d& duoc phoi trén m#t bso. Ramiré
budt miéng : - ‘

— Anbino.

Anbind cudi nhat ¢

— Pung, tao 14 Anbiné. Han banh lam quep
may. Chic may di rd vi sao chung tao dén day.

Ramiré khin thim. Néu Mel téi kip hau cé
hy vong thoit hiém. Bing khoag...

Aubino ra 1énh cho Santo :

— Soat trong ngudi hdn xem c6 gi khong ?

Ramire dua hai tay lén troi. Santd cudi  héoh
héch :

— Pio d& qua. Téra may khong mang sung.

Ramiré dap : :

— Khong eiin biln ai thi deo sing lam gi.

Anbino noi :

— Nhuw vay la dai pbuc cho may. Néu may cé
sting, vd tim céch khaog cu, may dé toi mang rbi.
Tir phot vay, may la th nhda cua to chirc Hak.
May de bi&t Huk la gi roi, dirng bit tao cit nghia
dai giong. Bav gid, yéu cdu may ngoan ngodn di
xudng duodi nha.
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Santd dat sang bén cho Ramiré buoe qua.
R‘afmu'é 1é g6t chdm chap véi y dinh kéo dai thoi
40, d& doi Mel dén ti&p cirn. N&n hin bist Mel
dlrngi dung nhin hén bi loi sénh s¢ch. chic phai
bét tinh vi tirc gidn. Mcl dang nup duéi dudng.
K.é hoach theo d3i- ca hiin dirge thwe hién tinh
vi khdng kém co quan Cong an.

) Ramiré bi #n vao chi€c Nash ¢ii ky quen thuoéc.
Khong mé den, tai x& nd may, lai bing bing vao
dém t8i. Santo gior ba siny : Ramiré ngi guc xudng
ném xe, mot giong mau r1 ri trén tran. Santd
danh nguoi rdt co nghé thudl, sd sing giang vao
ddu nan nhaa, khono manh ciing khong nbe,
nhung di siec lam ngéit di mot thoi gian ngﬁn. .

Santo lo '8ng hoi ban: ‘

‘— Chung mich c6 thé bi theo khong ?

Anbin6 nhin vai, vé khinh miét :

— Bitheo dy a ¥ Con nbé dém qua kbong ?
Tfo mong ching n6 rugt theo d& tréu tiec phen
nwra. - ’

Chi€c Nash nudt dudng ngiu nghign. Cip mit
;:li vo xuyén thiing man dém, Anbino x4 hét téc
we.

N&u ai dap truc thiing trén khong phan Mani,
nhin xu8ng biing kinh hdng ngoai tuy&n, tit phai
vo cang kinh ngac. Doc nhitng con dudng ngoin
ngoto, heo hat, mot doan xe chay dudi nhau, cai
trwéc ciach cdi sau khong xa.

Rap minh trén chi€c mo to Hac ldy cyc manh,
Leé Digp tndm khen Anbiné. Tai lai xe ‘cha ban

RE D vooOf
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khong thua céc tay dua cé thanh tich trén  vong
chéo qndc t& Sau lan kinh déc biét, Lé Diéep nhin
rd phia truéc nbw ban ngay. Chang khung nguwéi
khi th&y ngoai chang ra con co nhiéu ngudi kbac
bam sau xe Nash. i

Aunbino vira lai viao dudrng LOrétd, mot chiée
<e kbac, kidu nhd, son den, tit dén, ruot theo
sat nut. MOt xe hoi thir ba tir trong ngd cut vot
ra ngoai. D6 12 mot cdi « dip » ma thh do Mani cé
hang ngan d& chd khach. Bén ranh gioi thi trén
Pasay, xe dip nay chay cham lai, r@ sang trai vao
dudng hém, ddng thoi tir bén trai phéng ra mot
cam-nhong-nét.

Su thay xe oay tiét 10 cho Lé Diép biét cudc
theo :6i duge thie hién bing vo tuyén di¢n. Cac
td chirc gia 1 di¢p hogi dOng bi mat & Phi luit tan
chura dat t6i trinh’ 40 ce khi héa t8i tan.

Tét day la...

Lé Di¢p cudi sit xubng ghi-d0ng. Binb bich
Hac lay lwdt nhw bay trén dwdug nhya.

NGUO1 THU TAM
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